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luc TV Seen Erasing Illiteracy; 
Pay for Self by Raising U.S. Income 


Ames, Ia., Aug. 19. + 
The people who will operate the | 
untry’s epucntinnes SY aa tant! Golden Seeks Groucho 
ere told here yesterday a cnee , x 
For ‘Mikado’ Version 


f they succeed through the medi- 
Groucho Marx is being sought 


m in making a small dent in me 
tion's illiterate population, they 
Ss aap tee. the aa of 242 non-| by John Golden to play Koko in a 
mmercial outlets made possible| “reading” version of, “The 
ty the Federal Communications| Mikado,” in the manner of the 
ommission setting aside chan- four-star concert edition of “Don 
els for education Juan in Hell.” It isn’t revealed 
r 1 State Col- who is being sought for the other 
Addressing the Iowa ate Col-| jeading parts, but it’s understood 





NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1952 


VS 341,600,000 BLACK INK 


130] NET NUDGE 
ANS 381,800, 000 


Washington, Aug. ‘19. 

Television industry jumped into 
a $41,600,000 profit position in 
1951, after showing a loss of $9,- 
200,000 in 1950, according to the 
final report on 1951 TV broadcast 
operations being issued tomorrow 
(Wed.) by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. Report shows 
TV is fast approaehing the earn- 
ings record of the radio industry, 
which netted $61,800,000 in 1951 

New medium, serving only 63 

































ege Television Workshop of 1952,/the emphasis will be on comedy 
n the first national meeting of players rather than singers, ana | 
ducators called to study how t0/ that one or two pianos will be used | 
oo omer famaammanses | foe the musical accompaniment. | 
stations, FC nairman Paul | are aay <p? 
Walker estimated that the $121,-| ,,Ma™,/s staring in the TV quiz 
00,000 investment required to} ; . ini | 
onstruct all 242 stations can pay 
or itself by raising the annual in- 


me of only one-eighth of a 

ountry’s 10,000,000 “functional il- 

terates” by $100 per capita. Shuberts Step Up 
Walker emphasized that studio- 
isual techniques of TV are pe- * e = 
uliarly adapted to literacy instruc- 

ion, and that home TV can reach Outside F inancing 
large group of illiterates who are 
fen too embarrassed to attend The Shuberts. who last season 
thools. “Lifting these people from | invested substantialiy in Broadway 
literacy to literacy,” he said, “not | productions in a move to stimulate 
daly enables them to live a better the presentation of shows to oc- 
fe, but makes them more able|cypy their theatres, are reportedly 
lwens, more valuable to industry, | stepping up such outside financing 
a valuable to the armed forces, | this season. They’re understood to 
. a consumers. They will! pe committed for participation in 
© better able to understand and | nearly a dozen of the new season 
ones waa all the other programs/ shows already, besides readying 
‘vision has to offer—both over | several productions of their own. 


(Continued on page 61) Among the projects for which 
Lee Shubert is said to have agreed 


° to supply backing are “My Darlin’ 

May Be Piaf Vs. Peals Aida,” “Dial ‘M’ for Murder,” 

“Come On Up—Ring Twice,” “Be 

ln 2 NY Cafes—Then Your Age,” “Carnival in Flanders,” | 

W " . 9 “Evening with Beatrice Lillie,” “If 

I Wanted You,” “Moulin Rouge” 

edding Bells for Duo! and “Amazing Adele.” In addi- 

Premieres of two French sing-| tion, they are also planning to pro- 

‘may take place within one day| duce “The Hollow,” a new “Zieg- 

tach other in two east side N.Y.| feld Follies” and possibly the fre- 
Meries. Jacques Peals is slated (Continued on page 63) 


» open at Monte Proser’s La Vie 
1 Rose, Sept. 9, and Edith Piaf 


hay t . . 
hiowing night, Pe Miss. Piaf is | Al Bryan, at 81, Has His 


wked to ‘open Se indi 

biti pt. 17, but indi- 7 

fons are that she'll asic that her! — Latest Ballad Published 

advanced one week. Re- 

ms from Paris indicate that Miss|.. A!. Bryan, charter member of 

it and Peals may be -married| the American Society of Compos- 

uortly afte ers, Authors & Publishers, and 
; er both open at the re- . — 

ective cafes, author (lyricist) of many pop — 
e ” , hits, is celebrating his 81st birth- 

Wee ate Binge is set to open! gay via a 10-year contract with 

adliner has Sept. 3, but no|the Irving Caesar Music Corp. 
fie has. ooo” Signed as yet.| Latter is bringing out his latest 

l Torms 2, one-week deal with| pailad, “If God Can Forgive Me, 

Wo 8 apg. was booked in for} Why Can’t You.” Bryan wrote it 
“, but +. the end of last sea-| with Gerald Marks. 

T after ~ Rar ya for the oum- Bryan Wrote the lyrics for such 

er is also yt ote weet Tin Pan Alley perennials as “I 

80 show ring an all-|Didn’t Raise y Boy to Be a Sol- 















































markets with 108 stations, is 
already doing more than half 
the business of the radio broad- 
casting industry with its more 
than 1,200 markets served by over 
2,000 stations. 


from the Coast. | Report shows TV time sales | 
| (after commissions) of $175,300,000, 


or more than double those of 1950. 
Sales by networks are shown at 
$97,600,000, up 177% from 1950, 
and approaching the level of AM 
network time sales of $114,000,009. 
Network AM time sales are shown 
to have been declining steadily 
since the peak of $137,600,000 in 
1948 as TV sales move higher. 
Reflecting the astronomical costs 
of top performers, the report 
shows operating expenses of the 
TV broadcasting industry at $194,- 


(Continued on page 61) 


M&L’s $135,000 Cracks 
Chi Chez 2-Week Mark; 
Berle Trailing But Socko 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Martin & Lewis cracked a two- 
week record at Chez Paree here, 
grossing more than $135,000 for 
run which ended Saturday (16). 
Comics with own package, played 
the date under an old contract re- 
portedly at rock bottom $14,000 
weekly, which included all other 
acts and 14 musicians added to 
band. 

Milton Berle, who opened Sun- 
day (17), is doing excellent biz, but 
from first two days’ covers it’s ap- 
parent he won't hit M&L mark. He 
is figured to gross a sock $50,000 


(Continued cn page 63) 














‘Models’ and TV 


The yesteryear “film extra” 
for some Hollywood tramp has 
given way to “TV actress” and 
“model” in recent nomencla- 
ture. These bums give TV a 
bum rap. Nearest thing most 
of them come to video was be- 
ing scared by a TV set in some 
bar. 

Incidentally, certain slick 





f to be produced by | 4:0.» « . : ia te Oba hdca i 
Moore, w dier,” “Peg O’ My Heart.” “Come, 
Porothy hea anes the act for| Josephine, in My Flying Machine.” | 
Ved La Vie lasteeoace ee = SH€| “Dardanella,” “Oui, Oui, Marie,” | 
Proser and : =e “There’s Danger in Your Eyes, | 
at Harris. . La Vie’s manager,| Cherie,” “Who Paid the Rent for 
“rida, Thonrned recently from | Mrs. Rip Van Winkle,” “The High | 
© branct r re considering a La! Cost of Loving,” “Brown Eyes, | 
—-_ the resort in the| Why Are You Biue?,” and scores | 
of others. 











New York pubs and clubs, as 
result of the Gotham vice 
probes, have suddenly lost 
some of their more decorative 
customers who used these bis- 
tros as unofficial headquarters, 
often not without the knowl- 
edge of the managements. 


100,000, or about half those of the | 











| In Profits for Both Its T 
s for $ lroupes 
| profits. With the payment of an- 
| Logan-Hayward production § had 

Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
career next month, making his | tional assets, including $10,000 re- 
will star in a new revue tagged /for distribution. 

character he created on the screen. | statement, the two-company oper- 
William Morris office has booked | prought the total net to $1,493,047 
fortnight, following with another | ¢1 669,961 on 119 weeks for the 
| ing arranged to take the unit east. | ayer had. a deficit of $915 on a 


‘South Pacific’ Passes $3,000,000 
UI FacHic FaSses dd,VUU, 
¢ “South Pacific’ has now passed 
| the $3,000,000 mark in distributed 
| ’ € 
Edw. Arnold’s Cafe ¥ 
oe ot », other $200,000 dividend last July 
Bow With Jim Brady /18, the Rodgers-Hammerstein- 
dished out a total of $3,195,021. 
Edward -Arnold launches a new | As of July 31, it had $125,617 addi- 
debut as a nitery entertainer. |serve advertising fund, $50,000 
Veteran stage and screen thesp |sinking fund and $64,909 available 
| “Ty; im” , » | ; 3 
Diamond Jim” and based on the| According to the accountant’s 
i — be surrounded by | ation earned $98,721 profits for the 
| three other acts, as yet unselected. |four weeks ended July 26. That 
ea gp yy — 19 at the | or. 173 weeks’ operation for the 
ast Frontier, Las Vegas, for 4/ original Broadway production, and 
poe stant - — Riverside, Reno. |touring edition. It included the 
Subsequent bookings now are be-| only losing week the musical has 
bers of nearly $31,000 for the 
original New York production. 


6 ° 9 
rl iH The $3,163,008 profit from the 
y ry two companies was reduced $42,- 


500 by contractual payments ($2.- 





e y 500 a week) to Roger Rico, French 

F SF Str |opera star who was dropped last 

or eh e ippers fall as male lead. However, there 

| was $233,672 extra income from 

San Francisco, Aug. 19. | South Pacific Enterprises for title 

The six strippers who, together | licensing, etc., less $33,542 (1%) 

with two male comedians, were ar- | Paid to Edwin Lester in considera- 

rested July 30 for alleged indecent | tion of his turning over his con- 

performances at the Downtown | tract with Ezio Pinza to become 

Theatre, will stand trial before a|the original male lead. That 

jury in Judge John B. Molinari’s | brought the total net profit on the 
court. | show to $3,320,638 as of July. 

The defendants’ attorney, Act-| The production, representing a 
ing Mayor Marvin Lewis, tried to | $225,000 investment, also involves 
convince the court that an exhibi-| 4 London company besides the 
| tion by burlesque star Gay Dawn, Broadway original, and the touring 
| one of those arrested, would serve | edition currently on the Coast. 
'aS a “fair example” of how all | 


| strippers work on the stage, but 

| this strategy failed to earn Judge | Record Film Crosses 

| Molinari’s sympathy. Instead, the ° ’ 

trial will feature a presentation Seen in Canada for 52; 
Fear Launching of TV 


| which will include a “live show” 
| at the Downtown Theatre, to de- 
Washington, Aug. 19. 
Canadian film theatres’ will 


(Continued on page 50) 
| 
probably gross a record $100,000,- 


Schnoz Radio Return 000 this year, but business might 
fall off in 1953 because of the ad- 
Seen, Plus TV Chores vent of television, reports Nathan 


: |D. Golden, director of the Film 
| Jimmy Durante may return to! 3 : ‘ 
radio this winter, afte - several sea-| 2'v!ston « the U. S. Commerce 
sons’ absence, as the latest in a | D®partment. 1‘ ates 
string of NBC television personal- Biz of the Canadian exhibitors 
ities slated to work in both AM|has been on the upbeat steadily 
and TV for the web. Program vee- | Since 1945, with the trend continu- 
pee Charles (Bud) Barry said that '* during the first half of 1952. 

| he’s been talking a half-hour, once-| _What worries film people in 
| weekly show with the, Schnoz, Canada is the fact that the first 
| which would be taped to give Dur- | 'W° Canadian television transmit- 
lante the maximum amount of free ‘ters go into operation next month, 
|time for his TV, nitery and film | in Toronto and Montreal. On the 
| work (Comic returns to NBC-TV basis of U. S. experience. it is felt 
|as one of the rotating stars on “All that picture biz in Canada will be 
| Star Revue.”) hit to some extent 

| Deal is part of the new thinking Canada now has 1,867 conven- 
lof Barry and his NBC program-| tional 35m theatres and 89 drive- 
ming crew, following the web's ins in operation. In addition, 41 
recent reintegration of its AM and | theatres, of which 18 are drive- 
TV networks into a single opera |ins, are reported under construc- 
tion. Barry previously set Tony | tion. It is estimated that Holly- 
Martin and Marguerite Piazza, both | wood films have 90% of the Cana- 
TV personalities, to team in a new | dian screen time and gross about 
radio show this fall }90% of the total boxoffice. 
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Baseball Needs Streamlining, Not TV. 


Ban, to Hypo B.0., Survey Shows 


ah 

Bigleague baseball nee@s more 
color, cleaner ballparks, better at- 
tractions and perhaps even a re- 
alignment of team franchises to 
make up for its current slump at 
the gate, rather than a ban on 
TV’ing home games. That’s the 
opinion ef several spokesmen for 
both the baseball industry and TV, 


of the daily newspaper sports- 
writers. 


Writers last week jumped on re- 


experiment, - when -“51,005 — fans 
jammed Yankee Stadium to see a 
non-scheduled 
game. 
ment has not yet decided whether 
the size of the crowd proves any- 
thing, daiiy sports scribbiers 
c'aimed results proved that TV is 
the culprit.’ It’s pointed out that 
the game the préceding Friday 


nisht and Sunday.afternoon were | 


rained out, with the Yankee hon- 
oring tickets sold for both those 
games 


a big crowd whether the game was 
televised or not. 


Whipping Boy 


VARIETY survey this week re- 
vealed that no two bigleague | 
spokesmen feel the same way 


about TV’s effect on the gate. Con- 
sensus was, however, that this rep- 
resented just another instance of 
video being chosen indiscriminate- 


ly as a convenient whipping boy | 
And, according to the TV execs. | 
most of the clubowners, same as | 


the major film companies, are still 
attempting to base their earning 
records this year on the peak 1946 
season, failing to take into consid- 
eration such factors as the in- 
creased cost of living, higher taxes, 
greater amount of consumer goods 
on the market to vie for the pub- 


(Continued on page 51) 


It’s Been Very Quiet 
Around N.Y., But The 





Summer Is Nearly Over 


It has been a long time since | 


Broadway and the show biz-news- 
paper scene witnessed a “feud” 
like the current and somewhat 
parallel tiffing that seems to re- 
volve around columnist Walter 
Winchell versus disk jock Barry 
Gray (Chandler’s, N. Y. eatery), 
and which has extended into a sort 
of N. Y. Post versus the Hearst 
papers’ setup. 

The Post angle dates back to the | 
“expose” series on Winchell and 
more recently its “Inside Lait & 
Mortimer.” It is further pinpointed 
by the personal feuding between 
— tts Leonard Lyons and Win- 
chell. 


Frank Conniff, in a N. Y. Jour- 
nal-American column, made it 
clear that he, too, sided with Win- 
chell for being ‘‘attacked while sick 
and unable to defend himself last 


In addition, the Red Sox | 
are fighting the Yanks for lead in| 
the American League, which pro- | 
vided enough interest to. warrant 


ee stm 


Roman Quiz 
Hollywood scripter Martin 
Ragaway was sitting outside 
the Excelsior when a young 
Italian eame up: 
Italian: Have you any dol- 
layg to change? 


° way: No. 
‘ Want to buy a Parker 51? 





| Constsing Soin Kina Kane’ 


Washington, Aug. 19. 





| Europe about it via Radio Warsaw. 


| One broadcast, as monitored by of- 
service here, 
sults of the N. Y. Yankees’ TV-less| picked up the following explana- 


‘ficial government 


| tion: 


“Hollywood has resurrected the 
“Yankee-Red Sox /| 19-year-old’ ‘King Kong’ film. Cer- 
While the Yankee manage- | 


tainly ‘King Kong’ has symbolism. 
|He is the symbol of blood-crazy 
| Wall Street, the State Department 
jand the Pentagon. 

| “King Kong’ finished up on the 
|top of the Empire State Building, 
| waving a young woman’s body in 
defiance of his pursuers. Makes 
you think. Wall Street and Penta- 
gon are today waving the mas- 
sacred Korean women and children 
in defiance at the people of the 
world, 

“But the people dealt with King 
Kong, didn’t they? And Wall Street 
and the Pentagon are behaving 
| much the same as King Kong did 
before the people dealt with him. 
Makes you think, does it not?” 





‘Symington Cancels St. L. 
' Date, Fearing Political 
Boomerang; N.Y. Instead 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

Fearful that his father’s chances 
'of being elected Democratic U. S. 
| senator ‘rom Missouri might be en- 
|dangered by his continuing as a 
| warbler in this area, James Sym- 
| ington has cancelled out of his date 
| at the Town and Country, west end 
| nitery, skedded for Saturday (16). 


| Symington is credited with 
| greatly contributing to the success 
'of his pater, J. Stuart Symington, 
lin the recent primary election by 
| singing at all meetings throughout 
| the state’s 114 counties. 

The cafe, in the Congress Hotel, 
lis in the 25th (silk stocking) ward 
|which is predominantly Republi- 
can. Thus young Symington thought 
“incidents” might arise during his 
engagement by supporters of Sen- 
ator James Kem (Rep.), Syming- 
ton’s opponent who is seeking re- 
election. 

The management of Town and 
Country sympathized with Syming- 
ton’s position and deferred his ap- 
pearance until Nov. 12. The singer 
will play a repeat in the Carnival 
Room of the Sherry-Netherland 
Hotel, N, Y., Sept. 24, and is also 
pacted to return there Dec. 17. 


Son of Chester Morris 


Winds 100th Korea Mission 


Tokyo, Aug. 12. 
First Lieut. Morris Brooks, son 
of film star Chester Morris, has 
wound up his combat tour in Ko- 
rea - following completion of his 








winter.” Jack O'Brian, the paper's 
radio-TV editor, took the same | 
stand. Nick Kenny, radio-TV col- | 
umnist on the morning Hearst 
sheet, the Mirror, likewise has | 
aligned himself with Winchell. 
Gray returned to his WMCA_ 
(N. Y) indie outlet, from Chan- 
dler’s, a week ago Monday (11) 


‘Continued on page 51) 
a eeeeaieeteninaneenneeee ne 








100th mission over North Korea. 
He’s an F-80 Shooting Star jet 
pilot with the 8th Fighter Bomber 
Wing. 

Brooks, who is 23, took part in 
such raids as those on Pyongyang 
and the Yalu River power plants. 
He holds the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and Air Medal with three | 
Oak Leaf clusters. 
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As Symbol of Wall St. 


The Commie Poles are reading 
social significance in the success- 
queried this week on whether TV ful reissue of the RKO pic, “King 
is responsible, as claimed by most Kong,” and they are telling * all 


- 


No. 
Got any gasoline coupons to 
sell? > 

No. 

Where are you from? 

Hollywood. ? 

You in movie business? 

Yes. 

Got any parts for me? 


Wednesday, August 20, 1952 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK } 
By Frank Scully P+ +4 +4444 


Much has been said (by me, at least) about performers aiywoud 
and the misfortune that has befallen those who thought tort 
work both sides of the street. Opposed to troupers like Helen (,° 
Douglas, the late Lucille Gleason, Sunshine Jimmy Davis Glen ahag 
Albert Dekker and even Jimmy Gleason (who once ran for meee 
council of Beverly Hills), I can think of only one who turneg € cit 
end into a two-way street. That was Bill Rogers. a deag 
A successful congressman, he got shellacked when he teh ‘ne. 
Bill Knowland for the U. S. Senate. After that he retreated to ts 





444444 +4 4 
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role of a county committeeman, having been reelected last June. ij 





Swiss Heads 


Int’ Conclave On 
World Copyright 


Geneva, Aug. 19. 
International conclave for the 
| drafting of a world copyright agree- 
iment for the protection of com- 
posers, authors, etc., teed off here 
| yesterday (Mon.) with the election 
lof Plinio Bolla, head of the Swiss 
delegation, as chairman. Meet, 
which is being held at the invita- 
tion of the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
ganization, runs until Sept. 6. 

s expected that the convention 
will remedy existing copyright con- 
ditions by supplementing current 
agreements. Copyright pacts now 
in effect limit protection to speci- 
fied areas only. These pacts were 
inked at the Berne Convention of 
1886 and several inter-American 
conventions that did not extend to 
the rest of the world. 

Forthcoming agreement will 
guarantee protection in all signa- 
tory countries and overrule the 
varied and conflicting local laws. 








Equity, League Contract 
Renewal Stalled by Tiff 


Stymie to an agreement between 
Actors Equity and the League of 
N.Y. Theatres for a renewal of 
their basic production contract ap- 


living increase granted, the only 
hitch is over the question of an op- 
tion on the actor’s services for 
record albums of musical shows. 
Whole matter of musical show 
albums is subject to general mis- 
conception. In most cases, for in- 
stance, record albums are not a 
source of much income for Broad- 
way productions. Outstanding 
smashes like ‘South Pacific,” 
“Guys and Dolls,” and a very few 
others have. derived substantial 
revenue from the original cast re- 
cordings. But in most instances 
the royalties involved have been 
small. 
Usually, the original-cast fran- 
chise is used by the producer of a 
(Continued on page 63) 


Dick Haymes Can’t Sail 
Until He Pays Up US. Tax 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Dick Haymes’ concert tour of 
Great Britain has been postponed 
because of difficulties with the 
Department of Internal Revenue. 
Singer was denied a passport until 
he pays up his income tax arrears. 
Proposed tour, covering 29 Brit- 
ish cities, was to have started Sept. 
14. Haymes expects to be cleared 
for the trip early next year. 


Edinburgh Festival Onens 


Edinburgh, Aug. 19. 
With greater coin 
ever and more visitors from Amer- 
ica than im years previous, 
Sixth Edinburgh International 
Festival of Music and Drama open- 
ed here Sunday (17). The Duke 
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ription Rates 
Two Years—$18.00 
















| of Edinburgh attended the open- 
; ing. 


All the traditional pageantry 
was again in evidence. 

A 40-seat airliner brought am- 
bassadors and representatives of 39 | 
countries, including Yuri Bruslov, 
of the Soviet Embassy, London. | 
From Cuba came the ambassador, | 
Dr. Don Roberto G. de Mendoza y | 
de la Torre. For next three weeks | 
drama, pix, music and outdoor 
events will keep Edinburgh busy | 





_ New York 36, N. Y. 





—— 








at the festival, 


Over Legit Score Disking 


parently stems from a misunder- | 
standing. With a general cost-of- ! 


likely than | 
the | 


nipup then in “The Story of Will Rogers” is a small measure oj 
uplifting proof that the switch can be made, if not from acting to . 
tics then at least from politics to acting. Pol 

Judging from his performance, it would seem that it's a god 4 
easier to star overnight in pix than it is in politix. Of course f Ss 
paigns had directors like Mike Curtiz, more candidates might ‘tue m 
but generally speaking, a campaign manager is several cuts jn 
below the candidate. Even in the case of Jim Farley this was trye 

On the basis of his performance in “The Story of Will Rogers” Bil 
could go right on making the more grandiose sort of westerns as we 
as starring in pix like “David Harum,” “Lightnin’,” “They Had To ¢ 
Paris,” “Just Call Me Jim” and “Two Wagons, Both Covered.” | ¢, 
pect though he would have to be drafted, as he was for the Warne 
production, a wooing which took several years and which in the end 
| proved the cgntention that if you can make performers out of children 
you can still make a star out of an adult, who is all of one piece in | 
|easy lessons. 

All He Knew Was What He Read In His Bank 

The old man himself was no actor and as a roper he was by no mean 
the champ, but he had character, a rugged charm, a generosity of spiri 
and a sense of humor which, though topical, seems to hold up bette 
than most things of the period. Much of it, of course, has gone the 
way of the newspapers that published it, and at one time he had 1.09 
papers in his string. 

Though he picked up $3,500,000 in salary checks at Fox in the eighf 
years he was on that lot, his writings over a longer period must haye 
grossed him another million. This may not seem like big money tod 
but in his day the tax structure left most of it as pure velvet. Never 
theless, when he was named mayor of Beverly Hills he made a cra¢ 
about how everything was progressing, and that even the taxes we 
going up with everything else. 

Bill was with his father on the two oc€asions when Will Rogers re 
ceived a measure of political recognition. That was when he was x 
claimed mayor of Beverly Hills and on another occasion when he wa 
nominated for the Presidency by the Oklahoma delegation to the 1933 
Democratic convention. It was, of course, a favorite son gesture, and 
Will Rogers was ‘the last to take it seriously. Not so Bill. 

“IT was at the smart-alecky age,’”’ Bill confessed, ‘‘and was brushing 

people aside as I accompanied dad to his spot at the convention hall! 
I was pretty impressed with our importance, something dad never was. 
Anyway, when he got the unexpected nomination I was impressed with 
the way he received it. I think I grew up at that moment.” 
| The speech Bill gives portraying his father in the Warner pic is 
| substantially the same as his dad gave at the actual convention. He 
told them he knew, and they knew, “who’s gonna be our candidate 
|and it ain’t gonna be me.” 
It was in this speech where he said he had met kings and ricksha 
| boys, senators and farmers, more people than most people would meet 
|in 10 lifetimes—“and I never met a man I didn’t like.” He also said 
'that the two finest things that can happen to a man is to have a good 
| wife and to know he’s been accepted by the people he came from 
“And it looks as if both of ’em happened to me.” 

His acceptance speech as mayor of Beverly Hills had more humot 
because the honor was a gag-and-not-a-gag. He wasn't elected. He 
was appointed by the board of trustees, and he held the post until the 
city council system was introduced, with the man getting the top vole 
becoming mayor. 

In the case of Will Rogers it was cooked up as a homecoming cele 
bration. His son, Bill, a student then at Culver Military, arrived home 
with his parents. The reception and installation was in front of th 
Beverly Hills Hotel. It was raining cats and dogs, which was oki 
with Will because he was a dog-lover. Douglas Fairbanks. Conrad 
Nagel, Billie Dove, Margaret Livingston, Stanley Anderson and Sil 
Spalding, president of the town’s board of trustees, all made speeches 
and presented various symbols of office, the payoff being a scroll of 
office of genuine sheepskin. 

The Termites Dissented 

The first thing Will did was to say he lived at 925 North Beverly 
Drive, “up in the slums district,” and if anyone had forgotten to bring 
a present he could Jeave it at that address. He wasn’t kidding about 
the slum district because not many years later termites attacked that 
property and finally brought it to thesground. But by then Uncle 
Clem’s boy had moved with Betty and their three roping, riding mor 
pets to their ranch to the right and above Santa Monica. The ranch 
house is still standing. In fact, it has become a state museum. Some 
of the shots in the pic were taken there. 

But even though his home got attacked from within, Will Rogers 
gave Beverly Hills a clean administration. He said it was his intention 
to raise motion picture folks and real estate men to the level of common 
people, and pretty well succeeded till they euchred him out of -_ 
He figured he could run the town in the evening if he could get 4 }° 
in the daytime. “Why I could run Los Angeles over the radio wien 
the static is bad. All it takes to be a good mayor is to be a good _ 
dinner speaker, and I’ve done so much of it that every time 4 be 
rings I start speaking.” 

Two Swimming Pools To Every Bible -d 

He promised there would be no reform for a while. “What we BC. 
is a good scandal. Scandal built Hollywood, sc we will feat oe 
On second thought he decided it might be better to build a taberna 
and make Ben Turpin the radio man because no evangelist would elope 




























































with him. “This is an unusual town. There are two swimming — 
to every Bible. People would sooner see Duke Kahanamaku ait 
Moses. I'll be a good mayor. I'll not graft. Ill be willing to Sp 


| 50-50 with you.” 

He received wires of congratulations from all over the Coun.’ 
Among them were President Calvin Coolidge (“I never knew 4 biter 
er to do any tremendous worrying on $75,000 a year”). Veepee ‘ apr 
Dawes, Sen. Wm. Gibbs McAdoo, Gov. Al Smith, Mayor Jimmy '\ ‘by { 
and Sen. Hiram Johnson, the man who hadn't said a kind word a0 
anybody in years. 

This period of Rogers’ life wasn’t touched on at all in the } 
and from an entertainment point of view it probably was not co" 
important, but it brought Rogers more publicity I suspect ' 
thing, barring, of course, his tragic death. 

This, too, is hardly touched on in the picture and may ver) 
the beginning of a sequel, because nobody did, more. for co’ 
aviation than Will Rogers. He even died for it. His las! | 
wasn't his first. In fact, he had two in one day one time 
special permission from Washington to fly the mail planes | B. 
help him get to his destination on time. He flew to 25 South . a 
republics and did a lot of flying around Europe when me we 
unofficial Ambassador of Good Will. 
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10% BIZ UPBEAT OVER YEA 


When Is It Not a Conspiracy? 


When is a conspiracy not a conspiracy? 
mark facing the Dept. of Justice and the industry in the recent 
16m antitrust suit filed against most of the majors. 

D. of J., in a “clarifying” statement last week, explained that 
the action was not concerned with forcing the producers to sell 
their product to television—which they could do or not do, as 
they saw fit—but with their conspiring among themselves not to 
make pix available to the rival medium. 

That brings up a problem that has bothered the distribs in all 
previous charges of violating the Sherman act, which outlaws con- 
Distribs maintain that what the 
D. of J. calls. conspiracy is actually the result of their indepen- 
dently arriving at the same decisions as a result of basing their 
judgment on the same set of facts. 


All Major Co. Chiefs Pledge Co-op 
To Fight Justice Dept.’s 16m Suit 


Heads of all film companies in-+ 


spiracy in restraint of trade. 








yolved in the Government suit to 
force the sale of 16m pix to tele- 
casters have privately pledged that 
they'll vigorously fight the action. 
Even Nicholas M. Schenck, prez 
of Loew's, which is not a defend- 
ant, is on record as being opposed 
to the Justice Department’s attack. 

It’s understood that the pledges 
were quietly given to certain top 
exhibs. Latter had feared that the 
companies had surreptitiously wel- 
comed the suit as a means of li- 
censing product to TV-ers, thus 
being protected by court order 
from exhib reprisals. 


Up to now the only major com- 
pany official to publicly blast the 
D. of J. is Spyros P. Skouras, 20th- 
Fox prexy. He issued a press state- 
ment last Tuesday (12) condemn- 
ing the suit and promising full 
resistance to it. In contrast, other 
chief execs are continuing silent, 
except for the out-of-public-view 
pledges. 


Meanwhile, observers believe 
that the D. of J., because of the 
suit, is under the greatest amount 
of public pressure in recent his- 
tory. Exhibs across the country 
were quick to gang up on Gov- 
ernment lawyers, including Attor- 
ney General James P. McGranery, 
with a flood of telegrams rapping 
the action. This has been followed 
by almost unprecedented press 
support of the film biz. Within the 
past week alone, editorials have 
appeared in Scripps-Howard and 

(Continued on page 20) 


Martin Gang’s $600,000 
Libel Suit Vs. Hughes; 


Grangers’ Aftermath 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 

Hollywood attorney Martin Gang 
levelled a $600,000 libel and slan- 
der suit against Howard Hughes in 
Federal Court today (Tues.), charg- 
ing that the RKO production boss 
had “falsely and “maliciously” ac- 
cused Gang of violating his oath 
and duties as an attorney. Action 
also names RKO Radio Pictures, 
Inc., and Carl Byoir & Associates 
as co-defendants and asks a similar 
amount of damages from each as 
a result of the alleged libel. 

Complaint alleges that “false 
and defamatory” statements were 
issued to the press following the 
out-of-court settlement of the Jean 
Simmons-Stewart Granger con- 





tract action against Hughes and | 


the studio so that Hughes would 
not “lose face” with the public and 
with the amusement industry. Suit 
Contends that the defendants is- 
Sued a statement that “Gang, the 
Grangers’ attorney, had refused to 
Consent. to the settlement until he 
Was paid” and that Hughes “was 
paying Gang’s fees because the at- 
orney had insisted upon immedi- 
ate payment.” 

These Statements were issued, 
rally and in writing, the action 
one ees “for the specific reason 
_ Hughes feared that the fact 
‘at said pending litigation was 
erttlod upon the terms disclosed 
would Cause Hughes to ‘lose face’ 
tone Cause the public and the en- 
7 ainment industry to think that 
oc tenes, and RKO, a corporation 
bontrolied and substantially owned 
¥Y Hughes, had previously acted 

(Continued on page 25) 


That’s the question 














Reds Dead Issue? 


Communism in Hollywood, 
at one time a favorite target 
for editorial potshotting, ap- 
pears to be a dead issue now 
so far as the nation’s press is 
concerned. There’s been no 
further mention of the subject 
since May, when the news 
broke that the American Le- 
gion was providing the indus- 
try with a list of names it held 
suspect. 

Motion Picture Assn. of 
America public relations de- 
partment,, which utilizes the 
services of a clipping bureau 
to obtain all newspaper com- 
ment on the industry, has not 
had a clip on-the subject of 
Reds. for about three months. 
That’s taken to indicate that 
the subject has been so thor- 
oughly beaten up the public is 
tired of it. 


—————— 


Exhibs Still Wary 
Of Admish Hikes 
On Big Pictures 


Some key exhibs appeared this 
week about ready for more distrib 
knuckle-rapping over what appears 
to be a new trend toward upped 
admission-scale product. 

Many theatremen state privately 
that they don’t mind tilting scales 
for outstanding pix such as Para- 
mount’s “Greatest Show on Earth” 
and Metro’s “Quo Vadis,” but they 
promise to do much squawking if 
prices are forced up on other pix. 

No particular pix were cited by 
the exhibs. They merely noted 




















the number of them which may go 
the advanced admissions route. 
Robert M. Mochrie, RKO sales 
y.p. has revealed that “Sudden | 
Fear,” indie starring Joan Craw- 
ford and produced by Joseph Kauf- 
man, will play a few spots at raised | 
tariff. It opens on that basis Oct. 
1 at the Hillstreet, Pantages and) 
Fox Theatres in Beverly Hills. 
Metro’s “Ivanhoe” was tested at | 
a few Loew’s houses at upped! 
scales and the results favored the. 
policy, at least for other pre-re-| 
lease engagements. “The Snows) 
of Kilimanjaro,” 20th-Fox produc- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Kramer to Huddle With 


Navy on ‘Caine Mutiny’) 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Stanley Kramer is due back late 
this week for immediate huddles 
with writer Stanley Roberts on/| 
“The Caine Mutiny” script. He 
expects to go to Washington late | 
this month for Navy approval of | 
the script. : 

Meanwhile, he launches “The 
Juggler” here Sept. 16, with 
troupe leaving for Israel after two 
weeks of filming here. He’s also 
planning “Circle of Fire,” (for- 
merly “The Library”), Mary Pick- 
ford starrer, for late October with 
Irving Reis directing. 

He returned to New York Mon- 
day (18) from a six-week trip 











1 
abroad. ' 


|session currently at the nation’s 
|film theatres. Even without the 
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GOOD PIX, HEAT 
AID 8.0 SPURT 


Film grosses are maintaining the 
upbeat that set in at the end of 
July. Best estimates are ‘that biz 
for the past three weeks has been | 
up about 10% over a year ago. 

The 10% figure is given by some | 

















Johnston to Spokane 


Eric Johnston flies to Spokane 
today (Wed.) to remain until Sept. 
2. Trip is principally to take care 


industry statisticians after they ap-| of personal biz at his home there, 


ply what they call “the lying fac- | 
tor.” That results from an old 
industry habit of never admiting | 
biz is as good as it is. Exhibs take | 
the tack because they fear admis- | 
sion of good grosses will push up| 
distrib rental demand, and distribs | 
adopt the tactic for fear exhibs will | 
use their reports of good grosses | 
as a reason for asking for adjust- 
ments. 

Upturn in biz is credited in part | 
to quality of the product now in| 
early runs. Best example is on 
Broadway, where a flock of pix 
have been giving the street excel- 
lent late-summer income. Among 
the pix are “Ivanhoe” (M-G), 
“Jumping Jacks’ (ar), “Carrie” 
(Par) “King Kong” (RKO), “Robin 
Hood” (RKO) “Don’t Bother to 
Knock” (20th), “High Noon” (UA), 
“Dreamboat” (20th), “Sudden 
Fear” (RKO) and “Affair in Trini- 
dad” (Col). 

Another factor said to be ac 

(Continued on page 16) 


10,000 Theatres 
In COMPO Sept. 2 


Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations’ membership _ roster 
will reach a new peak of 10,000 
theatres by Sept. 2, it’s indicated 
by results achieved so far on the 
all-industry org’s dues drive. By 
iate yesterday (Tues.) all but six 
districts, mainly in the far west, 
had reported in on the dues cam- 
paign, which was conducted last 
week. 

The push for exhib revenue, 
which will be matched dollar for 
dollar by the distribs, hassbeen ex- 
tended to the Sept. 2 date to allow 
for maximum effort in bringing in 
menvbers. The dues they contri- 
bute will go into COMPO’s gen- 
eral fund and is to be used largely 
to finance the drive to repeal the 
Federal admission tax. 





but he’s also slated to make sev- 
eral non-film speeches in the west. 

Motion Picture Assn, of America 
prez has tentatively accepted a bid 
to make a major address to the 
Theatre Owners of America at 
their convention in Washington 
Sept. 18. Final acceptance hinges 
on Johnston's ability to withdraw 
from a prior commitment. 


Brandt Bids For 
Theatre TV, Pix 
On Joe-Rocky 


New York circuit operator Harry 
Brandt made a bid Monday (18) 
for the combined theatre TV and 
motion picture rights to the Joe 
Walcott-Rocky Marciano  heavy- 
weight title fight in Philadelphia 
Sept. 23. This is the first time 
since Nate Halpern set up the The- 
atre Network Television outfit al- 
most two years ago that he has 
run into competition for large- 
screen rights to a fight. 

Offer by Brandt to the Interna- 
tional Boxing Club, promoters of 
the fray, is reported to have been 
“in six figures plus a percentage.” 
It is understood likely IBC will ac- 
cept the bid, since it definitely 
does not want home video cover- 
age, which is the only medium that 
might be able to touch the Brandt 
offer. 

Understood to be _ associated 
with Brandt in the effort is Joe 
Roberts, who has produced the 
film versions of numerous big 
bouts for the IBC. Brandt and 
Roberts recently organized Bilpam 
Corp., which was announced at the 
time it was set up as planning to 
handle tele and film rights. 

Brandt got his taste of the fight 
biz a couple months ago when he 

(Continued on page 24) 











National Box 
Trade Still in High Gear; 


office Survey 
‘Affair’ No. 1, ‘Noon’ In 


2d Place, ‘In Arms’ 3d, ‘Charley’ 4th 


Continued cool weather and con- | 
tinuance of the flow of strong | 
product will spell another strong 


large array of films which obvi- | 
ously are waiting for the arrival 
of Labor Day, present lineup of 
winning fare is bringing back 
patrons who have not been in the | 
pic houses this summer. 

“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) is tak- 
ing over national leadership this 
round, after pushing up to third 
place last week. “High Noon” 
(UA), first a week ago, is holding 
nicely to take second position. 

“World in His Arms” (U,) fifth 
last stanza, is climbing to third 
spot, closely followed by “Where's 
Charley” (WB). Latter was in- 
clined to be somewhat spotty in 





Kong” (RKO) (reissue) and “Robin 
Hood” (RKO-Disney) are runner- 
up pix in that order. 

Some additional, big films box- 
office-wise started out in the pres- 
ent session. “Caribbean” (Par) 
looks very sturdy on its Phillip 
preem. “Ivanhoe” (M-G) continues 
smash on its dates in Cleveland, 
Frisco and N. Y. At the vast N. Y. 
Music Hall pic is landing $170,000 
in third week, considerably over 
what many films get their opening 
session. 

“Les Miserables” (20th), also new, 
is doing very nicely on its opening 
at N. Y. Rivoli, being especially 
strong since its reopening that 


| house. “Merry Widow” (M-G) is 


|rated big in Pittsburgh. “Sudden 
| Fear” (RKO) ranges from fine to 


its first round over the country. | S0ck in three keys. 


Fifth money is going to “Jumping | 


Jacks” (Par), which was second 
last stanza. 

“Dreamboat” (20th), just getting 
started in a few scattered keys a 
week ago, is pushing up smartly to 
capture sixth position. ‘Don't 
Bother To Knock” (20th), which 
has been surprisingly strong on its 
initial playdates, is showing 
enough to land seventh. “Carrie” 
(Par) will be eighth, with “Great- 
est Show” (Par), ninth. “We're Not 
Married” (20th), in the money for 
several weeks, rounds out the Big 


0. 
“Island of Desire” (UA), “King 


“One Minute To Zero” (RKO), 
/socko in. Denver, shapes big in 
| Toronto. Also a newcomer, “What 
| Price Glory” (20th) looms medium 
jin L. A. “Lost in Alaska’ (U) is 
| spotty so far. 
| (UA) looks hot in Cincinnati. 

| “Will Rogers” (WB), uneven this 
| round, is sock in K. C. “Lovely to 
| Look At” (M-G), fine in Portland, 
shapes fair in Denver. “Wild 
Heart” (RKO), nice in Toronto and 
L. A., is mild in Washington and 
| slow in Frisco. 


| (Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
' Pages 10-11) 


“Strange World” | 


King Kong’ Scares Off RKO Deal 
For Backlog Sale to Syndicate 


* Heavy grosses rung up by “King 


Kong” played an important part 
in finally killing off recently a deal 
that had been many months in 
the making for-sale of RKO’'s film 
library, according to reports in 
New York this week. Would-be 
purchasers were a Canadian 
financial group headed by Lou 
Chesler. They are said to have 
had a tieup with the DuMont net- 
work to participate in the finance 
ing and take over television syndi- 
cation of the RKO pix. 
Uncertainty of the value of a 
vast backlog of pix, as exemplified 
by the surprise take of “Kong,” 
is said to have led RKO topper 
Howard Hughes to deliver the coup 
de grace to the Chesler plan. Ca- 
nadian’s plan was to give Hughes 
$14,000,000 worth of RKO's. own 
stock in return for the library of 
some 800 pix antedating 1949. 
“Kong,” plucked from the RKO 
| vaults, is 19 years old. Present 
| indications are that in the current 
; reissue its take will be more than 
$2,000,000. Since its cost has long 
| since been paid off, RKO’s gravy 





will be better than 10% of Ches- 
ler’s suggested purchase price for 
the entire library. 

RKO prez Ned E. Depinet is 
understood to have registered 
strong objection with Hughes to 
making the backlog sale to Chesler 
—or to anyone else, for that mat- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Par Stock Recovery 
Seen Due to Denial 
Of Balaban Unloading 


Rapid recovery in the price of 
Paramount stock while most other 
film issues remain close to their 
1952 lows is attributed to denials 
of reports that prexy Barney Bala- 
ban was about to unload 40,000 
shares. Par hit a bottom of 21% 
on the Balaban rumor about four 
weeks ago and has since climbed 
back to around 25. 

Report that the Par prez was 
about to unload resulted from his 
registration with the Securities & 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Pix on Sriners Strike It Rich; 
$20,000 Cheapies: Gross Up to 1006 


Although it's difficult to esti-¢ 





mate the actual income, there’s | Diy to Get Spotlight 


plenty of coin in the production 
and marketing of burlesque-type 
pix. Market for this type of film 
has been opening recently, and 
producers and distribs are reaping 
a windfall. Production of these 
pix is taking place in both New 
York and the Coast. Operation is 


in the hands of small indies em-| 


ploying privately-financed coin. 


Pix are ground out at a cost of| 


between $15,000 to $20,000, with a 
few being brought in at as low as 
$8,000. The grossing potential of 
the stripix has run between $80.,- 
000 and $100,000, a remarkable 
take considering the cost of pro- 
duction. Shooting schedules are 


hare A +h a1 + ct¢ei rete : 
Snort ana tHe taient Serictsy Minor 


league, with few, if any, of the top- | 


drawer peelers supplying their tal- 
ents for the celluloid takeoffs. 

As one producer of these films 
explained it, these pix are “in- 
credibly bad,” with cliche stories 
and poor production values. “But 
who cares?” he said. “They’re not 
evaluated by any critics.” Films 
are mild versions of burley per- 
formances and haven’t run into 
any widespread opposition. as yet 
from censor boards although there 
have been isolated cases of har- 
assment, In Minneapolis, the 
RKO-Pan, one of two local RKO 
houses, faces possible loss of its 
license for showing “French Peep 
Show,” an independently distrib- 
uted filmed burlesque perform- 
ance. 

Difficulty in obtaining exploita- 
ble pix has prompted some houses 
to book the film peelers. Interest 
is engendered by daring advertis- 
ing, consisting mainly of huge 
posters. Some exhibs, faced with 
product difficulty, take the atti- 


(Continued on page 24) 


Equityites Asked To 
Reconsider Demands 
For Todd’s TV ‘Venice’ 
Directorates of Actors Equity 
and Chorus Equity have been 
asked to reconsider the unions’ de- 


mands for a full week’s pay for 
performers under the plan for an 





-experimental large-screen telecast 


of Mike Todd's “Night in Venice” 
from Jones Beach State Park, Long 
Island. The boards of both unions 
took up the matter initially at 
meetings in New York yesterday 
(Tues.). 


Fabian Theatres, which had ar- 
ranged for the TV tryout at the 
Warner Theatre on Broadway, de- 
cided to suspend the plan when 
the labor groups made known their 
terms. They would have brought 
the total costs to $30,000 it’s under- 
stood. 

Fabian feels that the closed-cir- 
cuit TV pickup should be con- 
ducted solely in the interest of 
experiment, and since no one is 
to reap any profit, the union de- 
mands are way out of line. If the 
two Equity outfits have a change 
of heart and okay the test on a 
gratis basis, chances are the unions 
involved, including the American 
Federation of Musicians, would do 
the same. Telecast of “Venice,” 
using DuMont closed-circuit facili- 
ties, could be skedded within a 
few days of the unions’ approval. 


Todd at the outset authorized | Kong” and “Sudden Fear” pre- 


the telensing of his production for 
the Warner house. Audience was 
to consist only of a handful of 
invited guests. 





At Catholic Convention 


| Motion pictures will be spot- 
|lighted at the 19th convention of 
| the International Federation of 
| Catholic Alumnae, which opens to- 
|day (Wed.) at the Waldorf-Astoria 
| Hotel, New York, and runs three 
|days. Delegates from the more 
than 500 associations affiliated 
with the federation will attend. 
Total membership, which totals 
around 500,000, is comprised of 
wemen graduates of Roman Catho- 
lic universities, colleges and high 
schools. 


Content of pix will be discussed 
at two sessions today, one of which 
will feature an address by Msgr. 
Patrick J. Masterson, exec secre- 
tary of the Legion of Decency. 
He'll talk on the “Moral Responsi- 
bility of the Screen.” Third ses- 
sion of films is slated for tomorrow 
morning. 


Salaried Exec Still 
Eludes COMPO 


Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations has yet to name a sal- 
aried coordinator of its tax cam- 
paign though committees to con- 
duct the battle in every state are 
now set up. 


A few industryites have been 
eyed for the spot but nothing has 
materialized. They included Mau- 
rice Bergman, Universal exec; 
Henderson M. Richey, exhib rela- 
tions chief for Metro, and Paul 
Short, National Screen Service di- 
vision manager in Dallas. 

Still being mentioned for the 
spot in exhib circles is Sam Shain, 
indie public relations counselor. 
Shain formerly was assistant to 
20th-Fox prez Spyros P. Skouras 
and 20th’s director of trade and 
exhib relations. 

COMPO last week completed its 
mass collection of dues from ex- 
hibs across the country, with film 
company salesmen acting as so- 
licitors. Income will be placed in 
the general fund which, in turn, 
will be tapped to finance the tax 
drive. 


WB TESTS TV BALLY 
FOR ‘FATIMA’ PREEM 


RKO’s successful use of satura- 
tion video advertising to promote 
the opening of a picture is serving 
as a basis for other companies to 
experiment with similar’ cam- 
paigns. Warner Bros., as a test, 
will make a full-scale use of tele- 
vision for the N. Y. launching of 
“The Miracle of Our Lady of Fa- 
tima,” which begins a day-and-date 
engagement at the Bijou and Astor 
Theatres tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Company has bought time with 
WNBT, WCBS, WABD and WOR 
for a TV campaign this week. 
WNBT, under a package setup, is 
receiving 75% of the total TV ex- 
penditure, with the remaining 25% 
spread among the other stations. 
TV push is reportedly costing WB 
; about $7,000. 
| Unlike RKO, which for “King 











pared special minute spots, station 
breaks and other TV _ trailers, 
Warners is only using spot cards, 
with a live announcer making the 
pitch. Its deal with WNBT calls 


COMPO Dues Credited - 


Coin collected in last week’s fi- 
nance drive by the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations will be 
credited to each theatre as its dues 
for the year from Sept. 1, 1952, to 
Sept. 1, 1953. 

Contributions will be matched 
by member companies of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America. It 
‘is hoped the take will be big 
| enough so that no further tap need 
| be made on the majors prior to 
|Sept. 1 of next year. 


Majors Pledg 
All-Out Co-op In 
Movietime Dri 
Hollywood, Aug, 19. 

Eight major studios pledged full 
support to the next “Movietime 
U. S. A.” drive at a meeting of film 
executives with Sam Pinanski and 
Trueman Rembusch, COMPO top- 
pers, and Robert J. O’Donnell, 
“Movietime” chairman. Meeting 
also heard reports on COMPO’s 
fight to eliminate the 20% Federal 
|admission tax and discussed the 
|Government’s antitrust suit to com- 
|pel film producers to release 16m 
prints to television. 

O’Donnell predicted that with 
full support of the major studios 
the forthcoming “Movietime”’ tours 
will “reflect their support at the 
boxoffice and in the public’s good 
will toward Hollywood.” Eight 
studio executives promised to 
round up their contract players for 
the campaign. 

Pinanski reported that COMPO's 
information machinery is being 
used to its full extent for the first 
time to fight the amusement tax. 
Rembusch pointed out that that the 
Federal levy is a $300,000,000 dis- 
criminatory tax which may mean 
the failure of more than 6,000 
small theatre operators. 

Studios were represented at the 
meeting by Harry Cohn of Colum- 

(Continued on page 16) 


METRO, RKO TOP USERS 
OF MAG ADS IN ’52 


Metro and RKO were the top 
users of national magazine adver- 
tising space during the first five 
months ef 1952, with M-G shelling 
out a total of $469,190 and RKO 
$368,096 during that period. Uni- 
versal, although it spent only $122,- 
835, used $103,975 of that total 
for mag advertising of “Bend of 
the River,” the greatest amount 
earmarked for a single picture dur- 
ing that period. Runnerup was 
Metro’s “The Wild North,” with a 
mag budget of $96,470. 

Columbia was the third largest 
user of magazine space with an 
expenditure of $228,380. In fourth 
position was Paramount with $188,- 
379 while Universal’s $122,835 
placed it in the fifth spot. 20th- 
Fox, $88,995; United Artists, $86,- 
510, and Warner Bros., $76,795, 
follow in that- order. 


While the other companies em- 
ploy national mag space for se- 
lected pix, Metro uses it most con- 
sistently, allotting some space for 
almost every pic. 


Biggest outlay for mag space 
went to the fan books, with the 
Saturday Evening Post, Life, Look, 
Colliers, American Magazine, 
Woman’s Home Companion, Red- 
book, McCall's, Good Housekeep- 
ing, Parents’ and Seventeen among 
the more favored national publica- 

















for the spotting of the announce- 





LYONS SUED OVER NEW 
CAMERA VISION FIRM 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


_ Two stockholders in Camera | 
Vision Productions filed suit in| 
Federal Court charging Arthur | 
Lyons, prexy, with misappropri- 
ating company funds. Plaintiffs 
are Gloria Dahlberg and Rose K. 
Davis each of whom said she has | 
$50,000 invested in the firm, which | 
has been developing a new cam- | 
era for film and TV production, | 
They ask repayment by Lyons 
accounting of profits, appointment 
of a receiver and injunction re-| 


straining sale of the camera. 
defendants with Lyons are Ed 
Raymond Lewis 


ments at various times during el 
day. 

Meanwhile, RKO TV campaign | 
will be used for “The Big Sky” 
aud the upcoming “The Lusty 


| Men,” 





Tri-Dimension Short | 
To Play With Oboler Pic 


Tri-dimensional short subject to 
play with Arch Oboler’s third-di- 
mension feature, “Bwana Devil,” is 
currently being made on the Coast 
by Robert Clampett. He has been 
licensed by Natural Vision Corp. to | 
use its process, as was Oboler. 

Polaroid glasses are required to 


Co- view both the feature and short.| Broadway by Jed Harris in 1946. 

gar Films are just about finished and It folded after 37 performances. 

Paes and Edward C. plans are now being made for neue y Parker piayed the femme in 
‘ the legiter, 


release. 


only to have her come down with 


tions. The American Weekly and 
This Week magazine received the 
big play in the Sunday supplement 
category. 





Monroe Gets Measles, 
If She Gets ‘Loco’ 


Purchase by 20th-Fox last week 
of a 1946 play, “Loco,” is report- 
edly to provide a vehicle for Mari- 
lyn Monroe. Yarn is of a business- 
man who takes a sirenlike blonde 
away for a weekend at a resort, 


the measles. 


Play, by Dale Eunson and Kath- 
arine Albert, was produced on 


FCC Hearings on Par Anti-Trust 
Issues Seen Wound Up This Weet 





Picture Industry Has 


Own Expo at Ohio Fair 
Columbus, O., Aug. 19. 


The picture industry will have 
its own exhibit at the Ohio State 
Fair opening this week (Fri.). Ex- 
position runs eight days. 

The exhibit, spousored by the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio, whose members kicked in $2 
each to underwrite the promotion, 
will include miniature sets, planes, 
boats, costumes, sketches and 
many other items used in the mak- 
ing of pictures. All major studios 
have cooperated with ITO in the 
venture. 


Hollywood's Big 
London Program 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Hollywood film folk are swarm- 
ing all over London these days, 


with seven American productions 
in work and eight other films 
slated to start before the end of 
the year, either stemming from 
Hollywood or employing Holly- 
wqod names. 

Metro is filming “Never Let Me 
Go” with Clark Gable, Gene Tier- 
ney and Richard Heydn. Warners 
is making “The Master of Ballan- 
trae” with Errol Flynn. John Hus- 
ton is doing “Moulin Rouge” with 
Jose Ferrer and Zsa Zsa Gabor. 
Walt Disney is producing “The 
Sword and the Rose” with a Brit- 
ish cast. Nassour Bros. are shoot- 
ing “Street of Chance” with Cesar 
Romero. Alexander Paal is doing 
“Foursided Triangle” with Barbara 
Payton, and Mike Frankovich has 
Joan Fontaine and Louis Jourdan 
working in “Decameron Nights.” 
David Rose starts “Toilers of the 
Sea” this week for RKO release, 
with Raoul Walsh directing and 
Yvonne De Carlo and Rock Hudson 
in top roles. .Irving Allen and 
Cubby Broccoli are prepping “The 
Red Beret” as a starrer for Alan 
Ladd, who will remain there to 
appear in “The White South.” Joel 
McCrea and Evelyn Keyes will 
soon appear in “Rough Shoot,” 
which Robert Parrish will direct 
for UI distribution. Gene Kelly is 
readying Metro’s “Invitation to 
the Dance” and will stay over for 
the same company’s “Brigadoon.” 
Jeff Hunter and Michael Rennie 
will thesp in 20th-Fox’s “Able Sea- 
man Jones,” starting there in Sep- 
tember. 


Sam Spiegel is in London to 
make ‘“‘Melba” for UI release. Jui- 
jan Lesser is committed to make 
two films annually in England, 
starting with “Target for the 
Saint.” Sol Lesser and British pro- 
ducer Sydne? Box will collaborate 
on “Black Chiffon” and may fol- 
low with “Civilian Clothes.” 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Philip Barry, Jr. 
Ed Cashman 
Joan Crawford 
Dan Dailey 
Wanda Hendrix 
Joel Preston 
Gregory Ratoff 
Paul Small 
Elizabeth Winston 


N. Y. to Europe 
Fayette W. Allport 
Donald Flamm 
Herbert Jaffey 
Anita Leonard 
Louis Nye 
Ron Randell 
Nate Weiss 


Europe to N. Y. 
Ed Begley 
Martin Begley 
Vittorio Gassman 
Nigel Green 
Bob Hawk 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 
George Howe 
Greta Keller 
Stanley Kramer 
Don. Loper 
I. E. Lopert 
Ciive Revill 
William S. Roach 
Margaret Webster 





Washington, A 
FCC hearings 
anti-trust issues are likely to be 
washed up this week as the result 
of a Commission directive to ex 
aminer Leo Resnick, which virtuale 
ly rules out any further testim 
on the eligibility of Paramount Pic. 
tures Corp. as a broadcast licensee 
and the proposed ABC-United 
Paramount Theatres merger. 
Resnick will hold a formal ses 
sion tomorrow (Wed.) with parties 
to the proceedings, to determine 
whether they desire to present fur- 
ther testimony in the face of the 
Commission’s order last week 
which, in effect, directs him tg 
wind up the hearings. The order 
ruled out any further considera. 
tion of the Scophony case, left it 
up to Resnick to decide whether 
additional evidence should be re. 
ceived on current anti-trust ac. 
tions against Paramount, but em. 
phasized the importance of a 
speedy termination of the six. 
month-old proceedings. 


It’s expected that Resnick wil] 
put it up to the lawyers to say 
whether they have any further 
testimony to present which can 
be offered quickly, and if there ig 
any reason why the record of the 
proceedings should not be closed, 
Since it would require some time 
to produce witnesses and go inte 
current anti-trust activities involve 
ing Par, it’s considered doubtful 
that Commission counsel Frederick 
Ford, who has been directing the 
Government's case, will insist on 
further hearings. 


Merger Approval 
Windup of the proceedings prac 
tically assures approval of the 
merger and renewal of license of 
Par’s TV station in Los Angeles, 
KTLA, following filing of proposed 
findings and issuance of the ex- 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Panama-Frank to Film 


Comedy, Drama With Same 
Casts, Crews at Metro 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Norman Panama and Melvin 
Frank have completed screenplays 
of two pix which will be lensed 
simultaneously at Metro, using 
same casts, crews and sets where 
possible. One is comedy, the other 
a drama. 

Scriptings on both were joint 
efforts, and each will direct one 
film. Schedule is being arranged 
so thesps can bicycle between pro 
ductions. Shooting starts after first 
of the year but Panama and Frank 
decline to divulge the titles, feel 
ing they would reveal story lines 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Charles Alpert 
Mort Briskin 
Jack Broder 
Dorothy Bromily 
Vanessa Brown 
Macdonald Carey 
Joan Caulfield 
Tamar Cooper 
Lester Cowan 

Al Daff 

Linda Darnell 
Ned E. Depinet 
Baruch Dienar 
Nina Foch 
Wilton Graff 
Gloria Grahame 
Henry Hathaway 
Lisa Howard 
Rock Hudson 
Morgan Hudgins 
Burl Ives 
Forrest Judd 
Henry King 
Reginald Le Borg 
Frank Loesser 
Clare Boothe Luce 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Carole Mathews 
Yehudi Menuhin 
John Merrick 
Terry Moore 
Mike Nidorf 
Helen O’Conneil 
Maureen O’Hara 
Dorothy Olney 
Julian Olney 
Lew Parker 

Otto Preminger 
Lewis Rachmil 
Benay Venuta 
John Wayne 








L. Arnold Weissberger 








Aubrey Wisberg 
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TALK ‘STREAMLINE’ TEST IN N.Y. 





Distribs Stress Arbitration Must 
Cut Trust Suits or They ll Nix It 


While approval or rejection of¢ 


the projected system of industry 
arbitration is now awaited, distri- 
bution execs made it clear this 
week that the system, if adopted, 
must. work to their advantage via 


, } ari ‘ = 7k » | 4 i 
fewer antitrust suits, or else they'll | Perot Court to collect $17,500, as- | Suggested for the trial at a meet-| 


scuttle it. 

Execs commented privately they 
still fear that exhibs in many cases 
will continue to go to court when 
they think they have a chance to 
collect big damages. It was because 
of this fear that the major com- 
panies insisted on an “escape 
clause” in the draft on setting up 
the system. This provides that 
either the distrib or exhib parties 
to the plan may call the whole 
thing off after an 18-month tryout. 
Distribs believe that after that time 
period they'll have full knowledge 
of arbitration’s benefits so far as 
the law-suit problem is concerned 
and can act accordingly. 

Meantime, sole item still to be 
worked out by the exhib-distrib 
committees is the matter of financ- 
ing. No one has come up with a 
formula determining how much is 
to be paid by whom and for what. 
But it's understood that agreement 
has been reached on the principle 
of sharing costs and keeping the 
arbitration structure on a simpli- 
fied, inexpensive basis. 

The idea of hiring a high-priced 
national administrator, as proposed 
by Theatre Owners of America, has 
been voted down and it now ap- 
pears that an arbitration secretary 
with ‘a small staff will be employed 
to keep records on the various pro- 
ceedings and to do some coordi- 
nation work. 


Cowan Sells Rights 
To ‘Greeks’ to 20th, 





Closes ‘Rain’ Deal 


Story rights to “Greeks Had a 
Word tor Them,” first released by 
United Artists in 1932, have been 
sold by producer Lester Cowan to 
20th-Fox for conversion into a film 
musical. Purchase price was not 
revealed. “Greeks” was one of 10 
pix to which Cowan obtained rights 
last year in a deal with Mary Pick- 
ford. 

Cowan, back in New York from 
Hollywood, also reveals that he has 
closed a deal for Jerry Wald to 
buy “Rain,” another 1932 UA re- 
lease in his Pickford buy. Wald 
Plans to convert the property into 
a Technicolor musical to be re- 
leased under the title of “Sadie 
Thompson.” : 

Incidentally, three-way deal in- 
volving Cowan's production of 
“Main Street to Broadway,” fea- 
ture length pic designed to pro- 
mote the living theatre, was closed 
yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. by 
Metro, Cinema Productions, exhib- 


backed unit, and the Council of 
Living Theatre. M-G will distrib 
the pic, which it is financing 


Jointly with the exhib group. 
Cowan heads back to the Coast 
at the end of this week, shooting 
to resume on the pic in two weeks 
at the Goldwyn studio. In about 
eight weeks, the production unit 
= return to N, Y. for local shoot- 
g. 

Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
ammerstein, 2d, have written a 
Special song for the pic, their first 
tune for a-film since 20th-Fox's 
State Fair.” 


R. A. Harper Leaving 
Metro to Join Shea 


, Richard A. Harper is bowing out 
Ss { 
join M. A. Shea Theatrical Enter- 
prises as exec assistant to the pres- 
me. Switch was announced in 
ot. York yesterday (Tues.) by 
erald Shea, prez of the circuit. 





Harper had been a member of/| and offer the property to the stu- 
‘etro’s sales cabinet for the past | dio. If Par turns it down, the pro- 
years under distribution | ducers can then seek other bidders, 


Rey “al 
ecvera 


| 





Pickford Sues Cowan 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 





Mary Pickford filed suit in Su-| 


sertedly due from Lester Cowan. 


Actress declares she lent the coin | "8 !ast week of major company | 





DIT RIBS ac EK 
OLOGEUP VIEW 








New York may be the test area | 


for the industry’s initial experi- 
ment with “streamlined” distribu- 
tion. Metropolitan territory was 


| to Cowan to produce a film on June | salesmanagers. 


1, 1947, and has been refused pay- |} 


|ment. Action was brought through | 





| 


' 


ircuit sales exec for Metro to | 





the Adjustment Corp., to which the | 
claim for collection was assigned. 





Young Personnel 
Still al Premium 
For Pic Theatres 


Finding and holding competent 
theatre personnel, a problem that 
has plagued film houses for the 
past two or three years, appears 
nowhere near solution, a survey of 
circuits and indie theatres dis- 
closed this week. Turnover among 
ushers has been particularly acute, 
with fewer young men showing an 
indication to hold on to these jobs. 
Theatres literally have to dig in 
their communities for usher help. 

Although the situation hasn't 
been as trying, theatre chains have 
had a great deal of difficulty in 
lining up the right type of man- 
agers. It’s easy, execs noted, to 
pick up an ordinary house man 
who chalks up the receipts and 
oversees the help, but it’s getting 
more and more difficult to find 
showman managers, that is, men 
who know publicity and exploita- 
tion and who can become an in- 
tegral part of the community. 

Even the plush New York houses 
are experiencing constant change- 
overs in ushers and have been 
forced to run almost daily help- 
wanted ads. Army service has 
tapped the supply of these job- 
seekers considerably as has the 
lure of higher wages in industrial 
and other fields. It is rare instance 
today to find a young man embark- 
ing on a theatre management ca- 
reer via the usher route. Present- 
day ushers, theatre execs point 
out, merely take the jobs as a tem- 
porary means of picking up spend- 
ing coin, and few have shown any 
inclination of hanging around long 
enough to learn the theatre biz. 

As a result of the shortage, the- 
atres have had to rely a great deal 
on part-time help, employing local 
high schoolers and collegians. In 
New Jersey, the Walter Reade cir- 
cuit has hired on a part-time basis 
many off-duty GIs from Ft. Mon- 
mouth and Camp Kilmer. 


Feuer-Martin Must Set 
‘Guys’ Pic Price Soon 


Producers Cy Feuer and Ernie 
Martin must shortly set a price on- 
screen rights to their hit musical, 
“Guys and Dolls.” They are in dan- 
ger otherwise of losing their rights 
to peddle the property to Holly- 
wood as a result of an arrangement 
with Paramount. Studio owns the 
Damon Runyon original, ‘The 
Idyll of Sarah Brown,” on which 
the musical is based. 

Par allowed use of the yarn un- 
der a deal by which it would re- 
ceive approximately 15° of pro- 
ceeds of a film sale and by which 
it has first refusal and right to 
meet any other studio’s bid for 
the tune version. However, there 
must be some action toward selling 
it by two years after its opening— 
which will be in October—or Par 
can grab its rights back. 

Initially, unless they have an- 
other bid to present to Par, Feuer 
and Martin will have to set a price 





Complexity of the New York ex- 
change operation would make the 
test somewhat harder to organize 
in the area. However, Columbia 
sales chief Abe Montague, who was 
One of those favoring it, saw an 
advantage in-that the distribution 
heads .could view at first hand the 
results of the experiment, rather 
than judging it by proxy or writ- 
ten reports. 

Also under consideration as a 
possible test spot is Charlotte, N. C. 
That ’s been on the agenda for sev- 
eral years and is looked om as a 
likely locale if it is decided that 
the metropolitan area is too com- 
plicated as a starter. 

Another meeting by the sales 
chiefs on the project is slated for 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


didates to run the 


present their ideas. 


will have reps on hand. 


nation’s 
which handles much film, is not ex- 


It has been a leading proponent of 
consolidation of physical handling 
ty well known. It is ready to go 
basis the majors want, including 
erecting special buildings where 
required. 

Initial step in the “streamlining” 
would be consolidation of 
room” facilities of the majors in 
each exchange centre. That means 


(Continued on page 18) 


Exhib Trust Suits 
Continue Piling Up 


Anti-trust suit against the eight 
principal distribs, Skouras Thea- 
tres and Metropolitan Playhouses 
was filed in New York Federal 
Court yesterday (Tues.) by Leff 
Myers Corp., operator of the De 
Luxe Theatre, Bronx, N. Y. Plain- 
tiff demands treble damages of $2,- 
500,000. . 


Complaint alleges that the De 
Luxe was forced to bid for prod- 
uct against Loew's Elsmere Thea- 
tre despite the fact that the two 
houses are not in competition. It’s 
also claimed that the De Luxe bids 
were revealed to Loew’s and, as a 
result of alleged conspiracy, the 
De Luxe hasn't been able to ob- 
tain desired pix since November, 
1951. 








New $396,000 Suit 
Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

State Theatre of Uhrichrville has 
filed a $396,000 antitrust suit in 
Federal Court here against eight 
film firms and distributors, charg- 
ing the house was unable to get 
feature films until two weeks after 
they had been shown in New Phila- 
delphia, eight miles away. 

The Tuscarawas Amus. Co., own- 
er of the State, named as defen- 
dants Columbia Pictures, Loew's, 
20th Fox, Paramount Film Distrib- 
uting, RKO Radio Pictures, Uni- 
versal Film Exchanges, Warner 
Bros. Pictures Distributing and 
United Artists. 

State owners, listed as Charles 
Albert, Margaret Adams, Helen 
Gandall, Bertha Ostrow, Simon M. 
Schultz and Arthur Wintner, are 
seeking triple damages going back 





‘-P Charles Reagan and his pre-| but subsequently must give Par the 


decessor, William F. Rodgers. 





chance to meet any other offer, 


to 1940. Owners charge defendants 
with giving preferential treatment 


i (Continued on page 22) 


At that time, | 
reps of several outfits that are can- | 
“streamlined” | 
distribution have been invited to! 

It is under-| 
stood that National Screen Service | 
and perhaps some other agencies | 


Clark Bros. in Philly, one of the | 
leading shipping outfits, | 
pected to be represented tomorrow. | 


of pictures, and its views are pret- | 


into the project on practically any | 


“pack- | 


that instead of each company doing | 


Wotta Switch 


| Kingston, Jamaica, would 
| have been the ideal spot for a 
preem of “Caribbean” because 
of the film’s locale. But be- 
cause of the costs which a 
junket to the isle would entail, 
| Paramount pulled a switch. 
The Bill Pine-Bill Thomas 
| production is now set te bow 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at two Wal- 
ter Reade theatres in King- 
ston, N. Y. 


UT May Merge 
- Det., Ohio Units 
Under Seligman 


Earl Hudson's bowout as head 
of United Detroit Theatres, United 
Paramount Theatres’ subsid, may 
be preceded by integration of the 
Michigan chain with another Par 
subsid circuit, Northio Theatres 
Corp., which operates houses in 
Kentucky and Ohio. 

Hudson is slated to head Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Corp.’s_ west 
coast operations when merger of 
the net and UPT is approved, as is 
expected. He and Selig Seligman, 
now v.p. and general manager of 
the Northio unit, are considering 
the integration idea. 

Both Northio and United Detroit 
have been reduced in size via the- 
atre lopping under terms of the 
Par antitrust consent decree. Thus, 
| operating the two chains as a sin- 
|gle subsid enterprise is being 
| weighed for efficiency and econ- 
| omy. 

UPT heads in New York relate 
there hasn't been any decision on 
who'll head the combined opera- 
tion when Hudson exits. However, 
trade speculation is that Seligman 
is in line for the spot. 

Seligman, who's 34, joined the 
Par Pictures’ theatre department 
in 1946 and was assigned to Jeffer- 
son Amus., Par exhib partner in 
Texas, for training. He took en 
exec and attorney chores at the 
homeoffice for two years. prior to 
his Northio appointment last year. 


Producers Guild Sets 


| 

















To find and encourage new cre- 
lative talent for he film industry, 
|the Screen Producers Guild has set 
|up an intercollegiate films award 
for the best pic conceived and cre- 
ated in U. S. colleges and univer- 
sities. 

Schools with film and drama de- 
partments, totalling 69, have been 
invited to submit a student-pro- 
duced picture which school itself 
considers its best effort. Submit- 
‘ted pix will be judged in Holly- 
| wood by a special viewing com- 
| mittee of the Guild composed of 
|Buddy Adler, Charles Brackett, 
| Jack Cummings, Arthur Freed, So] 
Lesser, Louis Lighton, Edwin H. 
| Knopf, Jerry Wald, William Wright 
|and Carey Wilson. Following this 








Up Collegiate Award 


New Jersey Exhibs Ired by RKO 
For Selling Away to 2 Ozoners 


* RKO Pictures is 


in hot water 
with a number of New Jersey ex- 
hibitors to the extent that they 
| won't buy the distribs’ pix. It’s un- 
derstood that operators of over 
100 houses in the state, many of 
them good revenue-producing situ- 
ations, are nixing the company’s 
entire lineup of films. 

Hassle. over terms started last 
month between RKO and Warner 
Bros. It then spread to a flock of 
indies who are refusing to buy 
RKO product. They claim it is be- 
cause RKO, in selling away from 
Warner theatres, gave its first-run 
pix to a pair of drive-ins in the 
area, 

RKO takes a different view of 
the independents’ stand. At any 
rate, feelings between RKO and 
WB are so strained at the moment 
that although a compromise is 
| close on their origina? battle, later 
|events are temporarily preventing 
| it from being consummated. 
| Battle started over terms for a 
| series of RKO pix. First one to 
| be sold away was “Clash By Night,” 
which went to Paterson and Pas- 
saic ozoners rather than to the nor- 
mal first-run WB outlets. Indies 
who get the regular break after 
WB have followed the circuit by 
refusing to buy from RKO. Fall- 

(Continued on page 22) 


‘Confess’ Runs Short, 


So WB Takes Over In 
Hitchy-Bernstein Deal 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
“T Confess,” which was to have 
| been made by the Alfred Hitch- 
| cock-Sidney Bernstein Transatlan- 
|tic indie unit for Warner Bros. 
| release, is understood to have been 
taken over by the studio as its own 


production, Hitchcock continues to 
serve as producer-director on a 
| salary-percentage arrangement. 


Indie unit is reported to have 
run into difficulty setting up out- 
side financing. Since by that time 
screenplay was completed after a 
large sum was spent on it, and 
Montgomery Clift and Anne Baxter 
had been set for the leads, WB 
decided to take it over as its own 
production in a deal with Hitch- 
cock and Bernstein. 


Transatlantic has for some years 
had a tieup with WB to release 
its product. It’s part of an arrange- 
ment by which Hitchcock also pro- 
duced and directed other pix on 
the lot on a regular salary deal. 


Producer-director is currently in 
Quebec for four weeks of shooting 
exteriors. He'll return here to fin- 
ish the pic. 

















Prep Documentary 
On Flying Saucers 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

New World Productions is ready- 
ing a documentary film on the fly- 
ing saucer mystery, treating the 
|subject in a serious scientific man- 
ner. Picture, combining anima- 
tion and live action, will run 60 
minutes. 

Film will be produced and 
directed by Ted Robinson with data 
supplied by the American Rocket 
| Society and the British Inter- 
| planetary Society. Arthur Scott 
| will direct the animation and Sterl- 





group’s nomination of a pic, it will ing Barnett will be in charge of 
| be screened at the Academy Award | special effects. 

| Theatre for the entire Guild mem- 
| bership for final voting. Later, 
| three top pix will be shown to in- 
vited industry group. 





Science Fiction Indie 


| School submitting the winning} Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
picture will be invited to send to) Richard Carlson, Ivan Tors and 
| Hollywood the one student it feels; Curt Siodmak organized an indie 
|}most importantly responsible for | company, A Men Productions, with 
ithe film. Student, who will be|a program of three science-fiction 
| awarded a scroll, will be brought pictures to be partly financed and 
|to Hollywood as a guest of the | released by United Artists. 
| Guild for one week, during which| First production will be A 
| he’ll meet the various creative tal-| Men,” starting Sept. 10 on the Hal 
ent at all the major studios. } Roach lot. 
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Semebody Leves Me 
(SONGS-COLOR) 


Betty Hutton’s sparkling show 
biz filmusical suggested by 
Blessom Seeley-Benny 

careers augurs presperous b,o. 





: Hollywood, Aug. 7. 
Paramount P der mm <a 
berg-George aton produc a 
Betty Hutton; features Ralph Meeker, 
Robert Keith, Adele Jergens, Billie Bird, 


Henry Slate, Sid Tomack. Written and | 


directed by Irving Brecher. Camera 
(Technicolor), George Barnes; editor, 
Frank Bracht; musical direction, Emil 
Newman; dances, Charles O’Curran; 
songs, Jay Livingston, Ray Evans. Pre- 
viewed Aug. 4, ‘52. Ruuning time, 
MINS. 


Blossom Seeley.......-... Betty Hutton 


a CEP OETT OTIT TTT Ralph Meeker 
Sam Doyle. ...+s.ee-++++> Robert Keith 
Nola Beech........0+++-: Adele Jergens 
Essie a sbss6 Bake ous oe Billie Bird 
Peewee .occccteddesacdasss Henry Slate 
Lake cnthdebétiuiedine ated [ee 





Betty Hutton adds another show | 


business name to her list of 
personality portrayals, sparking 
“Somebody Loves Me” into the 
solid filmusical class. Having 
already registered at the boxoffice 
with enactments of Texas Guinan, 
Pearl White and Annie Oakley, 
Miss Hutton now gives her special 
interpretation to the career of 
Blossom Seeley to make this 97 
minutes of tuneful entertainment 
capable of hitting a solid boxoffice 
stride in practically any situation. 

The film acknowledges it was 
only suggested by the careers of 
Miss Seeley and her husband, 


Benny Fields, and the semi-biopic | 


treatment flows along conventional 
lines, highlighted by Miss Hutton’s 
vivacity, song-selling talents and 


the memorable tunes of another | 


era. William Perlberg and George 
Seaton have dressed their produc- 
tion in Technicolor for visual 
emphasis in neatly showing off the 
period costumes and settings. 
Some 20 tunes are used, three 


}- | d 1 
| cluding George Barnes’ camera 


Iivery Hunter 

“Ivory Hunter,” British im- — 
which preemed at the 
rans-Lux 52nd St. Theatre, 
N. Y¥., Monday (18), was re- 


script and directed. He gives the 
‘film a comparatively simple plot 
setup on which to hang the multi- 
tude of song numbers, and gener- 
ally brings it off well. There is 
enough of the Seeley-Fields careers 
suggested to give a semblance of 
fact to the picture and hold inter- 
est. Brecher gets first-rate assist- 
ance from the technical credits, in- 


viewed from London by Va- 
RIETY under its original title 
of “Where No Vultures Fly.” 
Writing in the issue of Nov. 21, 
1951. Myro opined that “sub- 
stantial exploitation will be 
needed to get the customers in 
and that may make it a tough 
selling proposition both in 
Britain and the U. S.” 

An Ealing Studio produc- 
tion, “Hunter” stars Anthony 





| work and mugic direction by Emil 
Newman. Edith Head’s costumes 
for Miss Hutton dre very good, 
suggesting the yesteryear style 
periods of the story without being 
dowdy themselves. Brog. 





Steel, Dinah .Sheridan and 
The Happy Time Harold Warrender. Critic 
(SONG) pointed out that “excellent 

Technicolor photography and a 

| Beguiling, human comedy few thrilling wild animal se- 


based on stage hit; should 
word-of-mouth its way to fine 
returns, 

Hollywood, Aug. 18. 


Columbia release of Stanley Kramer 
!Co. production; associate producer, Earl 


quences are the highlights of 
the film, but they don’t add up 
to the qualities of a picture 
selected as the Command Per- 
formance offering.” Universal 
is distributing in the U. S. 











| Felton. Stars Charles Boyer, Louis Jour- —=—a=== ithe understanding sheriff who o 
|dan; features Bobb Driscoll, Marsha ; 
| Hunt, “Kort Kessner, Uinée. Christian, 'of grandpere Bonnard, an elderly | Vises the plan to get Corey an 


| Marcel Dalio, Jeanette Nolan, Jack Raine, | a tae al i 
| Richard Erdman, Marlene Cameron, Gene | lothario who arises daily from his 


| Collins. Directed by Richard Fleischer. | deathbed to pursue comely matrons, 
| Scogamemey: See de | — xt 3 | 4 Jeanette Nolan, Kasznar’s wife; 
|} DY Samue ° ayilor an boo y Or r ‘ s " $ 

| Fontaine; camera, Charles Lawton, IJr.; Jack Raine, the dirty minded school 
editor, William A. Lyon; music, Dimitri | principal, and Marlene Cameron, 
Tiomkin; song, Tiomkin and Ned Wash.- | repeating her stage role of the 


| ington, Previewed Aug. 14, ‘52. Running | jittje girl next door, are among 





Jacques Bonnard......... Charles Boyer | Others doing their full share. Linda 
| Uncle Desmonde.........-. Louis Jourdan | Christian, as the magician’s helper 
Susan Bomnard ........;+.. Marsha Hunt | 


Fo apis jae Kurt Kasznar|Who becomes the Bonnard’s maid 
Mignonette Chappuis ....Linda Christian | and winds up with Jourdan, is 


Bibi hes ds $ <a eee Bobby Driscoll | sh l and acceptable. 
Grandpere Bonnard ...... Marcel Dalio | apely P 


; **** "Jeanette Nolan| In addition to scripting, Felton 


Felice . . 
eR os baa dans ae Jack Raine | served as associate producer to 


Alfred Grattin ........ Richard Erdman | Kramer on the picture, and the 
Marlene Cameron | : P 

Gene Collins |Mounting is excellent, Charles Law- 
Treats ; Kaitrye Bheldon jton Jr.’s camera work neatly shows 
Miss ate 606 66 6940008 y 1; iti ; 
The Great Gaspari......Maurice Marsac | it off. x Editing is expert, and the 
| Doctor Marchaud......... ..Will Wright |Tiomkin music score busily goes 


| Monsieur Lafayette Eugene Borden about its business of backing the 
: comedy. Brog. 
| A happy time for ticket-buyers | y 9 


Uncle Louis 


Peggy O’Hare ....... 
Jimmy Bishop .........+-- 








being new cleffiings by Jay Living-|is promised and delivered in this 
ston and Ray Evans. Miss Hutton, | unusually good film version of the 
under the Charles O’Curran coach- | hit stage play produced by Rodgers 


ing, is less the jitterbug in the |& Hammerstein. 


physical merchandising of the 
numbers, putting them over with 


show-wise touches that make cred- | 


ible use of her physical attributes 
She handles the Seeley character- 
ization authoritatively to ‘keep 
attention high. Partnered with 
Miss Hutton is Ralph Meeker as 
Benny Fields: He is not geared to 
portraying a song and dance man 
entirely, thus injecting the film’s 
sole offkey note. (Meeker’s songs 
listen almost like they were sung 
by Fields himself, but the offstage 


warbling was expertly done by Pat | 


Morgan — not billed — who has 
gotten quite a bit of the Fields 
style into the delivery.) 

The Seeley career is picked up 


in a Barbary Coast spot as the 1906 | 


earthquake hits San Francisco to 
the strains of “A Dollar and Thirty 
Cents.” Then comes a try at vaude 
for the late D. J. Grauman to the 
tune of “The Todelo,”’ “June,” 
“San Francisco Bay” and “Smiles.” 


Passing years briefly depict her | 


World War I work and then Broad- 
way success as she continues to 
climb the show biz ladder. Fields 
enters the picture when Miss 
Sceley decides to drop musicals 
for awhile and reenter vaude, pick- 
ing a song and dance trio (Forrest, 
Lake & Fields) as a fill-in for her 
act. 

Fields’ frank play to charm the 
star and maneuver her into mar- 
riage is treated so that he gains 
little sympathy, although later this 
feeling is switched when he gen- 


uinely falls in love with his wife, 


but leaves her to get somewhere on 
his own. He fails to make the 
grade, however, and during his 
absence, Miss Seeley’s career also 
comes to a halt. Once back togeth- 
er, though, she coaches him and 
rovides him with a show style 
later to click. When he does, break- 
ing in at the Chez Paree in Chi- 
cago, fadeout finds her assuming 
the role of Mrs. Benny Fields and 
being content to bask in his 
success. 

Not much attempt is made at 
bigscale musical production num- 
bers in the presentation, nearest 
thing to this being the “Way 


Down Yonder in N’Orleans”-“Dixie | 


Dreams” staging, and the Chez 
Paree Adorables line that works 
with Fields in the finale spot. Lat- 
ter makes good use of the very lis- 
tenable “Thanks to You.”.one of 
the new tunes, and the title num- 
ber duoing by Fields and Miss 
Seeley. Another good new number 
is “Love Him,” which rates a re- 
prise by Miss Hutton. “Jealous” is 
a high spot, vocally, as is “Rose 
Room,” “I Cried for You” and I’m 
Sorry I Made You Cry.” 


An unbilled personal appearance | 


is made by Jack Benny, 
being an NVA benefit. Robert 
Keith is excellent as Sam Doyle 
the agent. Adele Jergens, as Nola 
Beech, figures fn an amusing early 
Scene with a chimp. Billie Bird. ex- 
stripper who becomes Miss Seeley’s 
pny tee — chuckles, as 
enry Slate an ac 
Forrest and Lake. we 


Irving Brecher both wrote the 











It’s a beguiling 
}comedy of human behavior that 
| should build to fine business on the 
strength of the exploitation push 
it will get for key openings and 
the laudable word-of-mouth that is 
|certain to follow. 


| The Stanley Kramer Co. produc- 
tion for Columbia release puts on 
view for a mass audience the story 
of a French-Canadian family of 
recognizable characters, and does it 
| with almost irresistible charm and 
humor. The rewarding laughs are 


dealing with sex and truth from the 
;viewpoints of adolescence and 
adulthood. Since the screen can- 


are revisions in the Earl Felton 


script, but none of the essence of |% 


the Samuel A. Taylor play nor of 
the Robert Fontaine book is lost. 


Richard Fleischer’s direction 
keeps the 93 minutes of footage 
almost constantly entertaining with 
few lags. The opening use of the 
| title song, cleffed by Dimitri-Tiom- 
| kin and Ned Washington, is a bit 
|too “cute,” but the trick of having 
\the dialog in introductory scenes 
|spoken in French, with English 
|subtitles, supplies a novelty that 
helps get the picture into its epi- 
sodic story-telling. Fleischer’s 
handling takes every advantage of 
an extremely able cast and punches 
the humor. 

The light story line covers a 

ort period in the life of the 


nnard family of Ottawa as the | 
son enters his 12th year and begins | 
to experience an awakening urge | 


}and awareness of the opposite sex. 


He’s the offspring of a romance- | 


loving family, however, so the un- 
|derstanding necessary to see him 
through the troublesome period is 
already there. He goes through 
such adolescent difficulties as a 
;crush on a shapely maid newly 
come to the family, a sound lesson 
in the difference between sex and 
dirt, and then winds up happily 
as he becomes the swain of the 
girl next door. 

Charles Boyer is the cast spark- 
plug, a solid piece of trouping, 
lending humor and understanding 
to the role of the father, a violinist 
at the local vaudfilm theatre. 
Young Bobby Driscoll is fine as 
the lad with growing pains. Louis 
Jourdan, the travelling salesman 
uncle who collects garters from 
burlesqueens, creates a favorable 
|impression, and Marsha Hunt 
scores as Boyer’s Scotch wife who 
is sometimes aghast at the family’s 
constant romantic quest. 

Kurt Kasznar, repeating the 
| Uncle Louis role he created on the 


| Stage, is a delight as the Bonnard | 


married to a shrewish wife and 
who escapes her by constant ap- 
'Plication of the wine he carries 
around in a water cooler. His man- 
of-the-house interview with Richard 
|Erdman, a prospective suitor for 
the hand of Kasznar’s plain-Jane 
daughter, Ann Faber, is socko. 
Marcel Dalio belts over the role 


frequent ag the film goes about its | 
|delightfully amatory business of | 


not be as openly frank as the stage | 
|in dealing with such matters, there 


My Man and I 





Entertaining yarn based on mi- 

grant Mexican farm workers in 

California, with Shelley Win- 

oy Ricardo Montalban; fair 
0. 








Metro release of Stephen Ames pro- 
| duction. Stars Shelley inters, Ricardo 
| Montalban, Wendell Corey, Claire Trevor; 
| features Robert Burton, Jose Torvay, 
| Jack Elam, Pascual Garcia Pena. Directed 
; by William A. Wellman. Screenplay, John 
| Fante, Jack Leonard; camera, William 
| Mellor; editer, John Dunning; music, Da- 
vid Buttolph; songs, Harold Arlen & Ted 
| Koehler. aria Teresa Lara; previewed 
|N. Y., Aug. 13, °52. Running time, 99 
MINS. 
Nancy . sees tien heb 
| Chu Chu Ramirez.. 
| Ansel Ames 


° Shelley Winters 
. Ricardo Montalban 
wipeneest Wendell Corey 


Mrs. Ansel Ames......... Claire Trevor | 


| Sheriff Robert Burton 
Manuel Ramirez ........... Jose Torvay 
Celestino Garcia. ........... Jack Elam 
Willie Chung .. Pascual Garcia Pena 

settee George Chandler 
| Vincente Aguilar ........... Juan Torena 
.. Carlos Conde 





This one could almost be labeled 
a “torch picture,” since it’s a good 
visualization of “Stormy Weather,” 
the Harold Arlen-Ted Koehler 
tune from whose lyrics the title. 
“My Man and I,” is drawn. But it’s 
also a highly interesting and off- 
the-beaten-path yarn, and one with 
a not-too-subtle patriotic pitch, 
about the migrant Mexican work- 
ers in the San Joaquin valley in 
California. Pic lacks the top Metro 
splash but, with Shelley Winters 
and Ricardo Montalban for mar- 
quee bait, it will hold its own in 
all situations. 


In addition to the story’s flag- 


| waving aspects, revolving about 
| Mex-born Montalban’s newly-won 





| American citizenship (and this will 
represent corn only to the most 
|cynical patrons), “Man” has a 
| subtler but far more important 
“message” which should find favor 
with most customers. That’s the 
importance of a man’s conscience 
to help right wrongs in this cur- 
rently-troubled era. Scripters John 
Fante and Jack Leonard have 
woven it neatly into the yarn about 
the Mex farm laborers and the ap- 
pealing love story between the two 
stars, to give the film an added 
fillip. There’s nothing in either of 
the two “messages” to hurt the 
b. o. chances. 


Original yarn has Montalban as 
an exuberant worker who shuns 
the girls and gambling indulged in 
by his compatriots to invest his 
wages in an encyclopedia. While 
pay out as a stump-puller to 
Wendell Corey, a lazy farmer, and 
his wife, Claire Trevor, he meets 
and falls for Miss Winters, a gal 
who's reached the bottom through 
her addiction to the “vino.” Corey, 
E bigoted Mex-hater, pays Montal- 
| 





ban with a rubber check. In an en- 
suing argument, a rifle goes off 
, accidentally, wounding the farmer. 
|He sees this as a chance, to get 
| from under by blaming Montalban 
‘and convinces his wife, whom 
{Montalban had shunned when she 
|went for his Manly physique, to 
back up his story. When the hero 
| goes to jail, his Mex friends come 
{out to “haunt” Corey and his wife, 
jand through a series of events 


jlatter finally break down and ad- 






mit their 


the wine and back to health. 


workers. Montal 


of its warmth. 





|Miss Trevor to spring with the 


| truth. 





jneed for any 


t, thereby freeing | entertaining. Lucien R,)),,. 
Montalban. Through this yarn is|ed and De Maggio ieee lent 
woven the romance, with Montal- eat” plunges in 

ban’s innocent do-gooding finally| dramatics for 23 y to 
drawing Miss Winters away from} Anne Baxter, 


Cast works excellent under the| tionally sure under Jean y 
top-drawer direction of William A. | lesco’s direction of the script S 
Wellman, who collabbed with the | Ivan Goff and Ben Roberts) 
writers to inject the maximum of | the O. Henry tale of a 
humor into the yarn.via the by-play ; the will to live bec 
among the happy-go-lucky ex happy love affair, who beliey 
italbdn’s role could {| wi 
almost have been tailored for him, 
and he gives it a fine performance. 
Miss Winters turns in another | Ratoff outstanding. Joe Mac 
standout job as the wise-cracking 
but warm-hearted dipso, and her 
appealing play gives the film most 


Corey, in a role different from 
his usual romantic leads, registers 
solidly, and Miss Trevor comes up 
with a socko performance as his 
love-hungry wife. Trio of Mexicans, 
including Jose Torvay, Jack Elam 
and Pascual Garcia Pena, lend fun 
to the script as Montalban’s cron- 
ies, and Robert Burton scores as 


Producer Stephen Ames had no 
lush production | trouped by Jeanne Crain and 


52 
——— 
“The 


hinutes, wit 
Gregory Ratoff keeping it 


- It’s 
girl, Without 
ause of an Une 
die when the last leat tne 

from a vine outside her windo 
The two femmes are excellent aa 
Donald 

did the camera work an 

| Maggio the editing. -_ 
| Fred Allen, Oscar Levant and 
| young Lee Aaker run wild and 
keep amusing a highly, burlesqued 
26-minute takeoff on “The Ranson 
of Red Chief,” the comedy saga of 
two city slickers who make the 
mistake of kidnapping for ransom 
the hellion son of a backwoods 
Alabama rich farmer. It’s broad 
fun as directed by Howard Hawks 


Milton Krasner lensed and Wi}]i 
B. Murphy edited. _— 
Picture closes its 116 minutes of 
footage with a choice little account 
of that tender story of young love 
“The Gift of the Magi,” splendidly 





| mountings, capitalizing, instead, on | Farley Granger under Henry 
the authentic California locale. | King’s topnotch direction. Walter 
“Stormy Weather” and the stan- Bullock did this 21-minute script 
|dard “Noche de Ronda” are used | about a poor young couple who 


{neatly for incidental music, and | 


sacrifice prized possessions to give 


| David Buttolph’s score helps punch | €a¢ch other a Christmas gift; the 
'up the mood. Other production | girl selling her long hair to buy 


| credits are Grade A, including Wil- 


| her husband a fancy fob for his 


‘liam Mellor’s camera supervision |treasured watch and boy selling the 


,and John Dunning’s editing. ;, 
tal. 


©. Henry’s Full House 





O. Henry at his best on film in 
five tales using all-star casts. 
Entertainment for all tastes 
and excellent b.o. 





Hollywood, Aug. 18. 
20th-Fox release of Andre Hakim pro- 
duction. Stars Fred Allen. Anne Baxter 


Laughton, Oscar Levant, Marilyn Monroe, 
| Jean Peters, Gregory Ratoff, Dale Rob- 
ertson, David Wayne, Richard Widmark; 
features Joyce MacKenzie, Lee Aaker, 
Richard Rober, Fred Kelsey. Richard Gar- 
rick. Narrated by John Steinbeck. Di- 
rectors, Henry Hathaway, Howard Hawks, 
| Henry King. Henry Koster. Jean Negu- 





| leseo. Screenplays, Richard Breen, Walter é 


| Bullock, Ivan Goff, Ben Roberts, Lamar 
| Trotti; camera, Lloyd Ahern, Lucien Bal- 
|lard, Milton Krasner, Joe MacDonald; 
| editors, Nick De Maggio, Barbara McLean, 
| William B. Murphy: music, Alfred New- 
man; narration, John Steinbeck. Pre- 


Jeanne Crain, Farley Granger, Charles 


watch to buy her silver combs for 

| her beautiful tresses. MacDonald 
| handled the cameras and Barbara 
McLean the editing. 

Technical assists are all expert, 
Alfred Newman provided the pic 
ture with an excellent music score, 

Brog. 


The Ring 





Above-average social docu- 
ment of Mexican-Americans 
set in excellent prizering back- 
ground; okay grosser. 








United Artists release of King Bros. 


| production. Stars Gerald Mohr, Rita Mo- 
| reno, Lalo Rios; features Robert Osterloh, 
| Robert Arthur, Martin Garralaga. Direct- 
;¢d by Kurt Neumann. Screenplay, Irving 
| Shulman; based on novel by Shulman; 
camera, Russell Harlan; editor, Bruce B. 
Pierce; music, Herschel Burke Gilbert. 


| Tradeshown, N. Y., Aug. 13, 52. Running 
| time, 79 MINS. 





| ee Aug. 14, 52. Running time, 116 ie eS Ee eee ree Gerald Moht 
| et ae — Ud. Ss wh ih 26s 6oEb Mb eC Se.s 048 ita ore 

SEED... sdweesengeeeces Lalo Rios 

The Cop and the Anthem | Billy Smith .......+..+- Robert Arthur 

| Soapy seseeees+--Charles Laughton | pready cor Robert Osterloh 

| Streetwalker........ ‘++.-Marilyn Monroe | vidal 920222 02352252)° Martin Garralaga 

| Horace . Tidal \ lel = tu David Wayne | Warry Jackson......-..--. Jack Elam 

The Clarion Call | Barney Ree Peter Brocco 

| Barney Woods ........ BPRDO TOROTEI 1 OD wn cb cob co cccwccccccsecs Julia Montoya 

| Johnny Kernan...... Richard Widmark | Helen ......5....-+0e000+: Lillian Molieri 

azel SA Sote oC e.Cti(Cti‘i‘“ aR RRR RR IIE epe Hern 

Chief of Detectives....... Richard Rober | Pablo ..........se0es+0:: Victor Millan 
‘no. Tony arti 

J WHS S00. S009 Fee ec cscccoctecsecsci: Ernie Chaves 

| Nace Coceceesecvceceeces Anne ee (8 ie» dalek eheetana Edward Sieg 

UBM «2. ces Teveecescecie Jean eters | pepe oo Robert Altuna 

| BOMFMaN ....scencsoees Gregory Ratoff ant hoon. Art Aragon 

LR. era Richard Garrick FAGON ..ceseessesere ’ 
The Ransom of Red Chief 
BUN 22 25..2TLITITLosear Levant | Efforts of a young boxer to fight 
RRS eee er Lee -Aaker | his way up from preliminaries te 


The Gift of the Magi 


BG Wad o0oeckad 1686 tbs Jeanne Crain 
Jim PR TTC Pee Farley Granger 
Bamta CLAUS. ..sicscciccdccns Fred Kelsey 


20th-Fox goes the films that hav 
been telling several short stories 
one better by tieing together five 
of O. Henry’s classics into a full 
house of entertainment that has 
something for all tastes. The 
choice of stories is good, the all- 
star casting excellent, and the ex- 
ecution of each is slanted to capture 
as much of the O. Henry flavor as 
possible. Such a lineup provides 
plenty of selling ammunition, and 
topnotch returns should result. 


The five classics are tied together 
by John Steinbeck’s narration. He 
gets the picture into its first story 
after a brief introduction on O. 
Henry and what his name means 
to the writing field. Production- 
wise, the film is well set up under 
Andre Hakim’s supervision, ex- 
pertly spotlighting the early 1900 
era, when O. Henry was at his best. 

“The Cop and the Anthem” gets 
the quintet off to an enjoyable 19- 
minute start as Charles Laughton 
milks the fat part of Soapy, the 
gentleman bum who tries unsuc- 
cessfully to get arrested so he can 
spend the winter months in a warm 
jail. The usual twist finally lands 
him there, but only after he has 
decided to seek honest work to 
relieve his cashless state. Abetting 
him, and niftily, are David Wayne 
as Horace and Marilyn Monroe as 
the streetwalker, plus uncredited 
players. Henry Koster’s direction 
of the Lamar Trotti script is ex- 
cellent. Lloyd Ahern lensed and 
Nick De Maggio edited. 

“The Clarion Call” is a 22-min- 
ute excursion into melodrama with 
a twist under Henry Hathaway’s 
direction of the Richard Breen 
script. Dale Robertson plays the 
cop with a conscience who must 
arrest Richard Widmark, an old 
pal gone wrong and to whom he 
owes a debt. Robertson’s straight 
portrayal and the contrasting color 
of Widmark’s performance, com- 








plete with maniacal laugh, keep it 





main bout stature provides a sock 
setting for a well-spun yarn of dis- 
crimination on the Coast against 
the Mexican-Americans. Although 
the cast turns in a uniformly top- 
light thesping job and the excellent 
technical credits belie the modest 
budget, pic will have to rely on 
exploitation and word-of-mouth for 
its b.o. since it lacks marquee pull. 


Accent is on realism. Pic pin- 
points the discriminatory line 
without relying on any hysterical 
sequences. The message hits home 
with such effectively underplayed 
scenes as tourists gazing at “those 
lazy Mexicans,” brushoff of a group 
of Mexican-American boys by a 
waitress in a Beverly Hills eatery 
and the turndown of a young 
couple at a skating rink gate be; 
cause it wasn’t “Mexican Night. 
The prizefighti scenes, too, are 
executed graphicly, and despite the 
lack of an  up-from-the-canvas 
comeback, there’s enough action to 
satisfy the ring fans. 

The Irving Shulman screenplay, 
which he adapted from his nove’, 
tells of a young Mexican-American 
who turns to pro boxing since itt 
difficult for him to get a decent 
job. He wants to make a name _ 
himself so that the “Anglos Wi! 
respect him and to set up his fam- 
ily in comfort. Despite the or 
tions of his girl friend and 4'§ 
father, and under the guidance © 
an understanding manage! ang 
trainer, he gets off to a wi 
start. He becomes a little coc™ 
after his initial eight victories bo 
begins to over-extend himself ‘— 
ing for _— for which he }s © 

ualified. 

7 flor a series of beatings, oo 
ready to bow out. He reverses 
decision, however, after the = 
erly Hills eatery incident, whe ae 
realizes a local policeman (mo 
helped him and his friends a 
because he had a rep as . acne i 
He begins training anew ane. 
his way up to a semi-finalist C“>"” 
fication. He moves out of his a 
again when he asks a chance 4 












(Continued on page 22) 
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EXHIBS NIX 


Co. Prexies, Foreign Chiefs Mull 


Three Alternatives on French Pact! 


Major company prexies and for-+ 
eign chiefs, who met twice during 
the past week on the tangle with 
France over a new film agreement, 
considered three possible alterna- 
tives. They were: 

1. Whether to accept the expect- 
ed French government offer of 90 
imports annually in order to start 
getting out their coin at once and 
obviate the possibility of devalua- 
tion or other blocks to full realiza- 
tion of French earnings. 

9 Whether to allow the “dis- | 
counts”—a form of subsidy—which | 
the French are expected to ask for 
in order to get 18 additional per- 
mits per year. 

3 Whether to accept neither the 
90 licenses nor the subsidy scheme 
and, instead, embark on a fullscale 
battle with the government in| 
Paris in order to get a better deal, | 
but chance, meantime, devaluation | 
or other restrictions. | 

One of the suggestions which | 
found some favor at the execs’ ses- | 
sion Monday (18) was a combina: | 
tion of all tLree alternatives. That | 
would mean acceptance of the 90-| 
pic deal at once, followed by a} 
battle to get the added 18 permits | 
or more without a subsidy or, if | 
the “discount” plan is granted, to 
obtain a greater number of licenses 
than the 18 offered. 

Actually, the French have offi- 
cially made no offer at all, as yet. 
They have promised to present 
their first breakdown of how the 
recently-passed foreign film decree 
will work out to the American Em- 
bassy in Paris tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Nothing to Go On So Far 

Up to.this point the Yank dis- 
tribs have had nothing to go on 
except the talks which an Ameri- 
can negotiating team has been 
holding with French government 
film officials in Paris, The French- 
men can't make any of the agree- 
ments reached in these conversa- 
tions official until they are ap- 
proved by the Ministry of Finance, 

(Continued on page 22) 
+ 6 


Nix Mitchum Query 
In Jarrico Suit For 
Vegas’ Screen Credit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


Howard Hughes’ refusal to an- 
swer a question concerning the 
morals clause in Robert Mitchum’s 
RKO contract has been sustained 
by Superior Court Judge Joseph 
W. Vickers, indicating that the 
Studio’s attitude in the Mitchum 
case has no bearing on Paul Jar- 
rico’s $350,000 damage suit against 
RKO, although it also involves the 
morals clause. 


Question was asked, for purposes 
of a deposition in Jarrico’s action, 
based on the elimination of his 
Screen credit.on “The Las Vegas 
Story” after he had refused to 
lestify before the House Un-Amer- 
Ican Activities Committee. RKO 
Contends that Jarrico’s name in 
connection with the picture would 
discredit the studio. Hughes was 
asked if he had invoked the morals 
Clause when Mitchum, “an employ- 
ete of RKO was arrested in Los 
Angeles, tried and convicted of a 
crime.” This had reference to 
Mitchum’s reefer rap several years 











ago. | Co. made to N. Y. Film Associates | 


Hughes holds that Jarrico’s re- | 
fusal to tell the committee whether 
he had ever been a Communist | 





Frank Quits NPA 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

James Frank, Jr., deputy direc- 
tor of the Motion Picture-Photo- 
graphic Products Division of the 
National Production Authority, has 
resigned effective Aug. 22, it was 
announced the past week by 
Nothan D. Go! en, director of the 


AVALAICARA Nava Vee 


| division. 


Frank was brought to Washing- 
ton by Golden in November, 1950, 


as chief of the Motion Picture- | 
| Photographic 


Equipment unit. 
Prior to that, for about 20 years, 
he was in the motion picture and 
photographic equipment industry. 
He leaves Government to become 
a sales exec in New Orleans, in the 
consumer durable goods field. 





New French Union | 


Aids U.S. Demand 


For More Permits 


Paris, Aug. 19. 

Americans are getting support 
in their demand for more French 
import permits from a new union 
of film workers here. Organization, 
which now claims 300 members, is 
the Autonomous Syndicate of 
Technicians, set up to combat the 
influence of the CGT, which is 
decidedly leftist in its control and 
aims. 

New outfit wishes to take part 
in the actual shaping of industry 
policy, rather than confine itself 
merely to the role of protecting 
the workers. With this in mind, 
it feels that the recent decree cut- 
ting Yank imports is arbitrary and 
is urging free use of Article III, 
which provides for added permits 
for those countries helping the 
French cinema. 


AST opines that American in- 
dustry subsidies to help plug and 
dub Gallic pix in the U. S. would 
help the industry here immeasur- 
ably. It also Wants encouragement 
of Hollywood to resume coproduc- 
tion here. AST will undertake to 
insure full French crews on co- 
productions and has appointed 
Frobert Florey as U. S. rep. 

Outfit feels that France is not 
up to producing the 300 pix.a year 
which its theatres require. Leftists 
have been shouting for. the 300 
as a means of keeping American 
product out. AST claims that 
France supplies 100 annually now 
and gets 52% of the revenue. It 


claims that if 300 were produced, | 


(Continued on page 16) 





Carlton’s Judgment 
Of 1426 on Bank Loan 


Rex Carlton, former head of the 
defunct Laurel Films, has signed a 
“confession of judgment” in New 
York Supreme Court amounting to 
$142,142. Papers filed with the 
N. Y. County clerk revealed that 
Carlton had guaranteed a loan 
which the Chemical Bank & Trust 


in 1949, 


Upon Chemical’s request, Carl- | 


ton is scheduled to be examined 


AGONG. SEE IT 





Attempt by a group of small, 
unaffiliated operators of nabe 
houses in New York City to revive 
giveaways 
opposition this week from both of 
the city’s organized theatre associ- 
ations. Although agreeing that the 
return of the games might serve 
as a temporary b.o. hypo, reps of 
these groups maintain that the 
games would eventually become a 
boomerang. 

Rather than see a revival of the 
games, these outfits would like to 
|}see their complete’ elimination 
everywhere in the city. Churches, 
synagogues, and charitable organi- 
zations have been playing the 
games for years without  op- 
position and, the associations feel 
that these events serve as Strong 
competition to theatre attendance. 
Many attempts have been made to 
amend the N. Y. statutes making 
these games illegal, but the spon- 
sors have been unsuccessful so far. 


Would Kill Small Ops 


Feeling of the organized groups 
is that a re-introduction of the 
coin lures would find the theatres 
promoting something that is not 
their stock in trade. They feel that 
films, as the lifeblood of the thea- 
tres, should be pushed and sold. 
One exec termed the effort of the 
unaffiliated ops as “clutching at a 
straw” that would eventually de- 
stroy the smaller theatres. He felt 
that a race would begin in which 
each theatre would try to outdo 
the othey in the amount of money 
given away. The larger ops and 
the circuits, he said, would top the 
smaller exhibs in the amounts of 
coin come-ons and would draw biz 
away from their houses. 


Group pushing the return of the 
games claims that it'll pull many 
of the small houses out of the red. 
They maintain that Bingo, etc. 
pulled many exhibs through the 
toughest years of the depression. 
They also argue at the garhes 
are allowed in many N. Y. State 
counties outside of ‘New York City, 
where the city’s license department 
has served as watchdog against 
their comeback. Communities such 
as Nassau County on Long Island, 
and such cities as Buffalo, New- 
burgh, Port Jervis, Kingston, etc. 
permit the coin games. 


FLAMM INTERESTED IN 
MORROS’ NEW COLORPIX 


Donald Flamm, showman-realtor, 
flies to London today (Wed.) to see 
the new plays, with special view 
to importing a current legit attrac- 
tion. He then goes to Vienna to 
meet indie film producer Boris 
Morros. Latter has a new color 
film process, invented by a Czech, 
with which he has been experi- 
menting the last two years. 

Flamm has seen test film sharts 
made with the new color system 
and was so impressed he is making 
this flying trip. ‘Basic appeal lies 
|in the fact it requires no special 
(camera or any attachments, but 
utilizes the conventional black-and- 








| white motion picture camera. The | 


|tints come after the film is shot 
via a quadruple solution process, 


} 
Boris Morros Named 


In 30G Suit by Bank 





M. R. S. Pictures last week were 


i BOOMERANG" 


generally met with! 


BINGO REVIVAL 











| 3 Sept. Reissues for UA 


' Three oldies are being dusted off 
by United Artists for September 
| distribution in addition to two new 
pix. 

| Reissues are “It’s in the Bag, 
| Fred Allen starrer, which Jack 
| Skirball produced; “Guest Wife,” 
| Claudette Colbert-Don Ameche co- 
| starrer, also produced by Skirball, 
and “The Lady Vanishes,” produced 
and directed by Alfred Hitchcock. 


Japs Quota Cut 
Stirs Divvy Tiff 





Another of the hassles that have 
marked divergent interests of the 
majors and independents in 
foreign distribution is shaping up 
as a result of Japamese allocation 
of import permits last week. Tokyo 
government, in setting the U. S. 
quota for the second half of the 
fisc 1 year; cut the number by four 
fro: the 78 licenses allotted for 
the first six months. 

When the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers couldn't get together on 
divvying up the 78 permits, the 
Japs arbitrarily decided that the 
majors should get 63 and the in- 
dies 15. On that basis, the new 
divvy would be 60 for the MPAA 
oe and 14 for SIMPP mem- 

rs. 


MPAA, however, feels that the 
original division was unjust and 
that a new one on the same ratio 
would be even more so. It's of 
the opinion that now that Samuel 
Goldwyn and Walt Disney, the 
leading independents, have sent 
most of their shelf product in 
under the first six-month alloca- 
tion, a new allotment of 14 licenses 
is larger than SIMPP really re- 
quires. MPAA is therefore trying 
to getethe Japs to switch the 
figures and is naturally being 
fought by SIMPP. 

Indies have an advantage in the 
battle because they have influen- 
tial Japanese distribs on their side. 
The local distributors make money 
handling the independent product, 
while the majors have their own 
sales organizations. 

New fiscal period starts Oct. 1. 


Pasadena Exhibs Seek 
Censor Bd. Abolition 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Pasadena theatre managers have 
filed formal petition with the board 
of city directors for abolition of a 
_board of review or restraint of its 
activities, the first campaign against 
| Pasadena film censorship since the 
board was organized in 1922. 
| Move, led by Terry McDaniel, 
'exec of Westates Theatre, Inc., 
| which operates the Colorado Thea- 
| tre, climaxes recent uproars over 
nixings of “Rashomon,” “La Ron- 
de,” “Gigi,” “Latuko” and several 
|other foreign films on “indecency” 
| grounds. McDaniel has been trying 








Indie producer Boris Morros and ,t0 show “Rashomon” at the Colo- | 


‘rado. Ordinance requires theatres 


Constituted a violation of the mor- | in supplementary proceedings later named defendants in a $30,000 suit ‘make written application before 


] s ° : 
4's clause in his writer contract. | 


this month. He also has been di- 


| brought against them in N. Y. Fed- 


Trial starts Sept. 3 in Superior | rected by Justice Irving Saypol to eral Court by the Chemical Bank 


Court, 





Gardner in ‘Mogambo’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. | 

Metro assigned Ava Gardner to! 
Costar with Clark Gable in “Mo- | 
Sambo,” to be produced by Sam | 
Zimbalist’ and directed by John| 
ord on locations in Africa, start- 
ing in October. 
Di Mogambo” is a remake of “Red 


Harlow playing opposite Gable. i 


produce al, pertinent books and 
records at the quiz. Carlton, inci- 


sion ef judgment” in July, 1951. 
Last year’s judgment grew out 


of a guarantee Carlton made on a} 


$50,000 loan which Motion Picture 
Releasing Corp. had extended to 
N. Y. Film Associates. When the 
latter group failed to pay off, Carl- 
ton inked the judgment against 
himself. As head of Laurel, he 


stander” and “Mr. Universe.” 


& Trust Co., N. Y. Action claims 
| when Chemical loaned $80,000 to 


| dentally, signed a similar “confes- M. R. S. in 1949, Morros inked a 


| promissory note agreeing to guar- 
}antee all liabilities. 

| Chemical charges that a balance 
| of $30,000 is still outstanding on 


/opening a film, also requires ad- 
' vance previews for censors but both 
| theatres and the city have ignored 
ithese provisions for the last 20 
years. 


WB Ups Francis 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
| Cedric Francis is the new head 





By Majors, Indies 


Sees Bank Financing of Theatre Bldg. 
Back Soon With Stabilizing of B.0. 


* Despite the 


almost complete 
| Withdrawal of mortgage and bank- 
jing firms from conventional thea- 
tres building operations, there is 
;expected to be a reentry soon of 
ithese coin sources. 

Practically no financing for thea- 
| tre building has been available dur- 
| ing the past two years, and the real- 
ty angels are currently turning a 
deaf ear to any construction prop- 
ositions. Notwithstanding the pres- 
ent dark picture, there is a degree 
of optimism that the coin  pro- 
viders will soon be back, certainly 
on a more limited scale, but back 
in the running nevertheless. 
| These views were advanced by 
Jules Krumgold. of Berk & Krum- 
gold, theatre real estate firm. Re- 
entry of the financial firms de- 
pends, of course, on a stabilization 
of the b.o. potential and a settling 
of recent population shifts, Krum- 
gold notes 

Meanwhile, a _ whittling down 
process is taking place, with the 
elimination of fringe and subse- 
quent-run nabe houses. He believes 
that as soon as an overall appraisal 
can be made of film biz and of new 
population centers, the money men 
will be back to provide the coin for 
theatre building in surburban 
areas. 

Decentralization from the down- 
town city areas and the building up 
of hundreds of new dwelling and 
shopping centers, Krumgold notes, 
has resulted in many theatre-less 
regions. Although drive-ins have 
been flourishing greatly in these 
areas, Krumgold feels that conven- 
tional theatres will be a necessary 
adjunct to these new communities. 
He envisions these theatres as es- 
sential parts of community life and 
sees their use for other projects in 
addition to the exhibition of films. 

Despite the changing scope of 
theatre operation from convention- 
al to drive-in, there is no bank or 
mortgage coin available for the lat- 
ter, Krumgold stated. Realty 
broker said ozoners were only put 
up with private financing, since the 
bankers could see no salvageable 
value in 15 acres of land, some con- 
crete and a huge screen. 


‘M’ Sues to Compel 
Its Showing in Ohio; 
3d State Censor Test 


Columbus, O., Aug. 19. 

Ohio’s courts, already busy with 
a case here and the MPAA fight 
in Toledo, now has another case 
involving film censorship before it. 

Superior Films, Inc., of Holly- 
wood Thursday (14) asked the Ohio 
State Supreme Court to compel Dr. 
Clyde Hissong, State Education De- 
partment head and chief of the 
censor board, to take another look 
at “M,” Seymour Nebenzal's Holly- 
wood remake of his German film, 
which the board rejected for show- 
ing in the state on April 23, 1951. 

The version submitted more than 
a year ago was uncut. Since then 
the film has been submitted to 
every censor in the U. S. (with the 
exception of Atlanta) and has been 
cut and accepted for showing. Su- 
perior resubmitted on Aug. 5 a 
fresh print which had been scis- 
sored, and Hissong refused to give 
it another look. .The film company 
Says Hissong’s refusal to view the 
film is in defiance of state law, 
| which requires review of all films 
|}shown commercially in Ohio 
“M” was originally rejected, His- 
| song said, because it was “‘permeat- 
|ed with crime, evinced lack of con- 
| fidence in law enforcement agen- 
cies and portrayed a child killer in 
complete perversion.” Odd angle 
| of the case is that the original Ger- 
|}man version of “M” was passed 
i by the Ohio board in 1933. 
Ohio’s attorney general must act 
jon the case before Sept. 13 








This is the third censorship case 


_the principal. Morros has been rel- | of Warners’ shorts subject depart-| now pending in Ohio courts. An 
| atively inactive of late since turn-|ment, succeeding the late Gordon | appeal is pending in the State Su- 
ing out “Carnegie Hall” and “Tales | Hollingshead, whose assistant he | preme Court here on “Native Son, 


'of Manhattan.” He also was asso- 


ciated in “A Tale of Five Women,” | 
filmed in 1932 with Jean made such films as “Guilty By-, which Alexander Paal produced for Francis was a film editor. 


; United Artists release, 


‘had been for six years. 

Before joining the shorts staff, 
He has 
|spent 15 years on the Burbank lot. 


iwhich has been barred, and the 
MPAA suit involving the showing 
of uncensored newsreels is before 
the Toledo Municipal Court. 
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‘L.A. Newcomers Uneven But ‘Noon 


Mighty $51,000; ‘Charley’ Okay 266, 
Glory’ Medium 176, ‘Carrie’ $14,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. + 


Six first-run newcomers are 
helping here currently, with “High 
Noon” grabbing the most biz. It 
looks to hit socko $51,000, playing | 
in four theatres and pacing the} 
Tity “Where’s Charley” is rated | 
slightly disappointing with $26,009 | 
in three houses although still} 
oKay. 

Only a mediun, $17,000 or near | 
shapes for “What Price Glory,” 
p.aying upped scaie in two spots, 
“Carrie” is doing good $14,000 or 


near on advanced-price showcas- 
ing. “Washington Story”-“Holiday 


Sinners” looms tight $14,000 in 
two locations. 

“Affair in Trinidad” is pacing 
the holdovers with fancy $30,000 
in two sites, second week. Fourth 
and final week of “Jumping Jacks,” 
now in two houses, is down to 
$9,000. Other extended-runs are 
rated okay for length of their runs. 


Estimates for This Week 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Ritz, 
Loyola (FWC) (2,097; 2,048; 1,370; 
1.248; 70-$1.10)—"‘High Noon” 
(UA) and “Navajo” (Lip). Sock 
$51,000. Last week, excluding | 
Lovola, “Isiand of Desire” ‘UA) | 
and “If Moscow Strikes” (Indie), 
$16,000. 

Hollywood, Wiltern, Ios An- 


ge.es Paramount (WL-UPT) (2,756; | 


2.344; 3,300; 70-$1.10)—‘“Where’s 
Charley” (WB) and “Gold Fever” 


(Mono) (L. A, Par only). Okay $26,- 
000. Last week, “Capt. Pirate” 
(Col) and “Last Train Bombay” 
(Col), $24,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2,404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—‘Washing- 
ton Story” (M-G). and “Holiday 
For Sinners” (M-G). Light $14,000. 
Last week, Egyptian, Orpheum, 
“Lovely Look At” (M-G) and “Tar- 
get” (RKO) (Orpheum only) (3d 
wk), $13,400; Loew's State, with El 
Rey, Iris, “Duel at Silver Creek” 
(U) and “Cpl. Dolan AWOL” (Rep) 
(reissue) (2d wk-4 days), $6,300. 


Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) 
(2.752 2812; 70-$1.10)—“‘ Affair 
Trinidad” (Col) and “Rainbow 
Round Shoulder” (Col) (2d wk). 
Big $30,000. -Last week, terrific 
$45,600. 

Beverly Hills, Downtown (WB) | 
(1,612; 1,757; 80-$1.20)—‘‘What | 


Price Glory” (20th). Medium $17,-| 


000. Last week, “Wiil 
(WB) (5th wk), $11,200. 

Hawaii, United® Artists (G&S- 
UATC) (1,106; 2,100; 70-$1.10)— 
“Lost in Alaska”*(U) and “Flame 
Sacramento” (Rep) (reissue). Thin 
$8,000. Last week, “Lady in Iron 
Mask” (20th), $6,000. 

Rialto, Hollywood Paramount 
(Metropolitan-F&M) (840; 1,430; 
70-$1.10)—“‘Jumping Jacks” (Par) 
(4th wk). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
with Loyola, $17,700. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.20) 
—'Carrie’” (Par). Good $14,000. 
Last week, “Diplomatic Courier” 
(20th) (3d wk-5 days), $2,500. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 80-$1.20) 
—‘‘Never Take No For Answer” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Slow $2,200. Last 
week, $2,900. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.20) 
—‘Wild Heart” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Nice $3,500. Last week, $4,400. 

Canon (ABC) (520; $1)—‘Actors 
and Sin” (UA) (4th wk). Okay 
$3 500. Last week, $4,000. 

Globe (FWC) (782; 70-90)— 
“Don't Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and ‘“‘Massacre Hill” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Oke $3,500. Last week, nifty 
$5,500. 


Affair’ Terrif $33,000, 
Det; ‘Courier’ Trim 186, 
‘Carrie’ 136, “My Gal’ 116 


Detroit, Aug. 19. 

Biz is good at all excepting a 
couple of houses here this week. 
“Affair in Trinidad” is heading to- 
ward a terrific $33,000 at the 
Michigan. “Diplomatic Courier” 
is picking up some heavy bundles 
at the Palms. “Carrie” looks good 
at the Madison as does “Anybody 
See My Gal” at the United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 
—"We're Not Married” (20th) and 
“Breakdown” (Indie), Fair $17.000. 
kar gs ne Noon” (UA) and 

ithout Warning” (UA) (¢; 
$21 06m ng” ‘UA) (2d wk), 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95'\—“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
and “Just Across Street” (U), Ter- 
Titie $33.000. Last week, “Jump- 


Rogers” 





ing Jacks” (Par) ¢ “nN. ” 
~ n ig 

(Col) ‘4th wk), $14 000. a 
Palms (UD) (9 961: 70-95) 


(Continued on page 25) 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $540,700 
(Based on 19 theatres) 
Last Year $623,400 
(Based on 19 theatres) 


‘Caribbean Crisp 
$22,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Martin and Lewis, heading stage- 
show with “Washington Stery,” 
broke opening day record at the 
Mastbaum, topping Danny Kaye's 
opener of two years ago. With 
upped scale of $1,25 at matinees 
and $1.50 at night and with no 
children’s admission price conces- 
sion, M. & L, appeared headed for 
'a new high at this huge theatre, 
working five and six shows daily. 
Other newcomers shaped well, with 
| “Caribbean” big at the Fox. “World 
in His Arms” continued solid at the 
Randolph in third session. ““Tomor- 
row Is Too Late” is rated socko at 
Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20) — 
“Scaramouche” (M-G) (10th wk). 
Okay $4,500. Last week, $5,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“High 
Noon” (UA) (4th wk). Off to $7,000. 
Last week, big $11,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 
“Caribbean” (Par). Big $22,000. 
Last week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) 
»(5th wk), sock $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
; 99)—“‘Robin Hood” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Mild $8,500. Last week, $12,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Washington Story” (M-G}. Mar- 
tin & Lewis onstage. Started with 
|record opening day, Monday (18). 
|Last week, “Island .of Desire” 
(UA), $15,000 in final 9 days. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—"‘Don’t Bother to Knock” 
(20th) (3d wk). Fine $8,000. Last 
week, $11,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)-——““World in Arms” (U) (3d wk). 
held at $10,000. 
$14,000. 

Stanley 











(WB) (2,900; 50-99) — 
“Sally and St. Anne” (U). Weak 
$18,000. Last week, ‘‘Carrie” (Par) 
(2d wk), $12,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
“Tomortow Too Late” (Indie). Big 
$13,000. Last week, “Cairo Road” 
(Indie), $11,000. 

Trans-Lux (TL) (500; 85-$1.20)— 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th) (4th 
wk). Nice $5,500. Last week, 
$6,500. 


Last week, big | 


a ee 


‘Zero’ Big 15G, Toronto; 
‘Show’ 16G, ‘Fear’ 13G 


Toronto, Aug. 19. 

“Greatest Show” on popscale 1s 
sock here this week. Looks like it 
may stay at Shea’s for five weeks. 

General biz is also on upbeat, 
with “One Minute to Zero” nose- 
and-nose for top gross in city. 
“Sudden Fear” also is big at two 
houses. “Island of Desire’ looms 
hefty and leading holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 
| (Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Searboro, State (Taylor) (863; 
11,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-60)— 

“Hawks __ in Sun” (IFD) and 
i*Models, Ine.” (Cardinal). 
$16,000. Last week, “Here Come 
Marines” (Mono) and “Montana 
Territory” (Col), $18,000. 

Eglinton (FP) (1,080; 
“Wild Heart” (RKO). Fine $7,500. 
Last week, “Lady Godiva Rides” 
(London) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 
“One Minute to. Zero” (RKO). 
Sock $15,000. Last week, “King 
Kong” (RKO) (reissue), $17,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,748; 50-80)— 
“Island of Desire” (U) (2d wk). 
Steady $9,500. Last week, $13,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)—- 
“All Because of Sally” (U). Fair 
$7.000. Last week, “High Noon” 
(UA) (3d wk), $8,600. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,396; 40-80)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par). Smash $16,- 
'000. Last week, “We’re Not Mar- 
lried” (20th) 2d wk), $10,000. 
Tivoli, University (FP) 
11.558: 40-80) —- “Sudden Fear” 
|(RKO). Fine $13,000. Last week, 
| “Shores Txipoli” (20th) (reissue) 
jand “G. I. Jane” (Mon), $8,500. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,748; 40-80)— 
“Untamed Frontier’ ‘(U). Neat 
|$7,000. Last week, “Anybody Seen 
|My Gal” (U) (2d wk), $5,500. 


‘Affair’ Big $13,000, 
Indpls; ‘Arms 116 


Indianapolis, Aug. 19. 

| Biz continues on recent upswing 
| at first-runs here, aided by the re- 
| lease of stronger product. “Affair 
|in Trinidad” ts leading town with 
|a big figure at Loew's, and may 
| hold. “World In His Arms” at 
Circle is rated stout while ““Where’s 
Charley” looms okay at the In- 
diana. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
76)\—“‘World In Arms” (U). Stout 
$11,000. Last week, “Will Rogers” 
(WB) and “Storm Over Tibet” 
(Cob, $10,500. 

Indiana (C-D) 43,200; 50-76) — 
“Where’s Charley” (WB) and 
“Three For Bedroom C” (WB). Oke 
$10,000. Last week, “Robin Hood” 
| (RKO), fine $12,500. ° 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-76)— 
“Affair in Trinidad’ (Col) and 
“Rainbow Round My Shoulder” 
(Col). mie. $13,000. Last week, 
“Fearless Fa 
fidence Girl” (UA), neat $11,000. 

Lyrie (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)—“Will 
Rogers” (WB) and “Storm Over 
Tibet” (Col) (m.o.). Mild $5,000. 
Last week, “Ivory Hunter” (U) and 
“Call Me Mister” (20th) (reissue), 
$4,000. 





50-80)— 


(1,436; 

















Boston, Aug. 19. 

Biz continues to show signs of 
resurgence here with new product 
shaping fairly active. “Affairs in 
Trinidad,” at Astor, leading town 
with a terrific total. “Where's 
Charley” at Paramount and Fen- 
way also is smooth. “Carrie” at Met 
looks fair with “Lost in Alaska” at 
Boston also fairigsh. “World in His 
Arms” in second frame at Memo- 
rial continues solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 50-95)—"“Af- 
fair in Trinidad” (Col). Setting 
pace with terrific $19,500. Last 
week, “High Noon” (UA) (3d wk), 
$7,000. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (682; 
50-90)—“Bank Dick” (U) and “My 
Little Chickadee” (U) (reissues). 
Opened Monday (18). Last week, 
“Cairo Road” (Indie), disappoint- 
ing $4,000 in 10 days. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Lost in Alaska” (U) and “Sailors 
on Leave” (Rep) (reissue). About 
average at $10,000. Last week, 
“Francis To West Point” (U) and 
“Desert Pursuit” (Mono), better 
than expected with oke $12,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-80)— 
\“Edward and Caroline” (Indie). 
Opened Sunday (17). Last week. 
“Laughter in Paradise” (Stratford) 
l(4th wk), okay $3,500, 





‘Affair’ Wham $19,500, Hub; ‘Charley’ 
Smooth 176, In Arms Fancy 166, 2d 


Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Where's Charley” (WB) and “Are- 
tic Flight” (Mono). Good $4,500. 
Last week, “We're Not Married” 
(20th) and “Flesh and Blood” (In- 
die), $4,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“World in His Arms” (U) and 
“Stolen Face” (Lip) (2d wk). Still 
solid at $16,000 after socko $27,400 


for first. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40- 
85)—“‘Carrie” (Par) and “Feudin’ 


Fools” (Mono). Only fair $12,500. 
Last week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) 
and “Without Warning” (UA) (3d 
wk), fine $14,500. 

Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000; 40-85) 
—"Dreamboat” (20th) and “Holi- 
day for Sinners” (M-G). Opened 
today Tuesday (19). Last week, 
“Island of Desire” (UA) and “Glory 
rool (Mono), okay $19,000 in 10 

ays. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85)— 
“Where's Charley” (WB) and “Arc: 
tic Flight” (Mono). Stout $12,500, 
Last week, “We're Not Married” 
(20th) and “Flesh and Blood” (In- 
die), nice $13,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500: 40-85)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) and “Holiday 
for Sinners” (M-G). Opened Tues- 
|day (19). Last week, “Island of De- 
'sire” (UA) and “Glory § Alley” 
(Mono), okay $11,000 in 10 days. 





Nice | 


40-80)— | 


gan” (M-G) and “‘Con-, 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
This Week ......$2,302,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 194 the 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 








ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
| Last Year $2,441,000 


(Based on 26 cities, anc 211 
theatres. ) 








‘Widow Merry 
196 Paces Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 

Everybody is doing business this 
week, but Penn is way out in front 
with “The Merry Widow.” It will 
hold, and so will “Affair in Trini- 
dad” at Harris and “Don’t Bother 
ito Knock” at Fulton, both being 
jsmash. ‘“Where’s Charley” head- 
|ing for Stanley’s best in some time, 
| but may not be strong enough to 
‘hold. Likely will get moveover to 
ithe Warner. “The Fighter” and 
i“Tale of Five Women” is just so- 
1}so at Warner. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton. (Shea) (1,700; 
i*Don’t Bother To Knock” (20th). 
|Torrid $9,000. Stays, naturally. 
| Last week, “Duel at Silver Creek” 
}(U), $5,500. 
| Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
\““Affair in Trinidad’ (Col). Rita 
| Hayworth’s back all right and with 
'a bang. Shooting for smash $12,- 
| 000. Last week, “High Noon” (UA) 
| (38d wk), good $6,500 in 5 days. 
| Penn ‘Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Opened 
| Saturday (16) to nearly $4,500, and 
|is heading for rousing $19,000 or 
| better. .Remains here until “Son 
|of Paleface” (Par) in on 





comes 


| Labor Day. Last week, “Island of | 


Desire” (UA), 9 days, $13,000. 
Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85) 

—‘Prelude to Fame” (U). Not too 

| strong at around $2,000. Last week, 


\““Run For Money” (U), (2d wk), 
| $1,600. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 


“Where's Charley” (WB). Heading 
| for sock $14,000. If it doesn’t hold 


|here, should at least move to the | 


| Warner. Last week, “Carrie”’ (Par), 
| $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Tale of Five Women” (UA) and 
“Fighter” (UA). Fair $5,000. House 
apparently is sorry now it didn’t 
hang on to “Robin Hood” (RKO) 
which was hotsy $8,500 in third 
(9 days) week. 


K.C. Sock; ‘Affair’ Great 
$16,000, ‘Noon’ High 126, 
‘Rogers’ Rousing $14,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

‘Theatre row has a sock lineup 
with big films in three houses. 
Midland is tops with great session 
with “Affair in Trinidad.” Para- 
mount is rated sock with “Will 
Rogers” while “High Noon” looks 
lofty at the Missouri. All will hold. 
“Lost in Alaska” is mild in four 
Fox Midwest houses. Weather was 
hot and sultry most of week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 50-75)— 
“Narrow Margin” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Holding strong at $1,500. May go 
fourth week. Last week, over hopes 
at $1,700. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75)-—— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) and 
“Rainbow Round My Shoulder” 
‘Col). Heavy trade from opening 
hour for great $16,000, and hold- 
over, Last week, ‘Washington 
Story” (M-G) and “Montana Terri- 
tory” (Col), $9,000. 
ya Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 

High Noon” (WB) and “Two Guys, 
a Gal” (UA). Tall $12,000, best 
here in some time. Last week, 
‘Wild Heart” (RKO) and “Break- 
down” (Indie), $5,500. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900: 
50-75)—“‘Will Rogers” (WB). Sock 
$14,000 looms, and will hold. Last 
week, “Greatest Show” (Par) (2d 
wk), $12,000 in 10 days. 

Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Grana- 
da (Fox Midwest) (2,100: 2,043; 700; 
1,217; 50-75)—"Lost in Alaska” (U) 
ieeen tan te (Lip). Mild 

000. Last week “Lydi " 
(20th), fine $15,000. pias § 
% Vogue (Golden) (550; 50-85) — 

Blithe Spirit” (Indie). Very perky 
r ; oo will go second week. 
ast week, “Las j - i 
(3d wh) 31.200. t Holiday” (Indie) 








50-85)— } 


‘Affair’ Sockeroo $20,000, Cincy Ace: 
‘Strange World Big 106, ‘Jacks’ 176? 


Cincinnati, 4 
» Aug, 
Smash _ returns on “Affaiee 


Trinidad” are giving the Pp,” 
the town’s leadership, being the 
theatre’s best session in some ti 2 
Remarkable second-week wise. 
of “Jumping Jacks” at Albee me 





|is helping to another by! stanz; 
for cinemas here, Grand also is Ps 
the beam with “Stranve World 
| ‘Whistle Stop” has the Lyrj, : 
| par stride. “% 

| Estimates for This W eek 

| Albee (RKO) (3.100: 57> 

“Jumping Jacks” (Pa) Md vy 
| Boff. $17,000 after terrific sor = 
| preem. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400 55-75 
| “Strange World” (Indie) and “Red 

Planet Mars” (Indie). Hots, $10. 
| 000. Last week, “Lure ot Wilder. 
| ness” (20th) and “Mr. Peek-a-R, 0” 
(UA), $8,000. 2 
| Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 55-75 
| “Whistle Stop” (Indie) and “Pitt. 
fall” (Indie). Five days. Okay $4. 
500. Last week, “Frankenstein” 
| (Realart) and “Dracula” (Realart) 
(reissues), $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-75 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col). Lead ng 
the town with smash $20,000. 3 
standout session at this house for 
some time. Last week, “Island of 
Desire” (UA), $10,500. 


‘Affair’ Huge $13,000 In 
Mpls.; ‘Rogers’ Okay 76, 
‘Jacks’ Trim 746 in 24 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19 
| Holdovers are keeping the gen- 


n 





eral level of biz down currently 
but the pace is satisfactory. “King 
|Kong,” “Jumping Jacks” and 
i‘‘We’re Not Married” still are 


|doing well on holdovers or move- 
over. Strong session looms for 
|“Affair in Trinidad” at the Or- 
pheum. Most durable of current 
| list probably will be “We're Nat 
Married,” holding up great at the 
| World. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
'“Rains Came” (20th) and “Leave 
to Heaven” (20th) (reissues). Oke 


| $3.500. Last week, “This Above 
| All” (20th) and “Laura” (20th) ‘re- 
| issues), $4,000. 
| Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
|““Outecast of Islands” ‘UA Fair 
|$3.700. Last week, “Outlaw Wom- 
jen” (Lip), $3,500. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-76)—"Wag- 
ions West” (Mono) and ‘African 


| Treasure” (Mono). Modest $3,500 
Last week, “The Fighter’ (UA) and 
“Jet Job” (Mono), $3,200. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (2d wk). 
Still promising good $7,500. Last 
week, big $15,500. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 40- 
76)—"‘Affair in Trinidad’ (Cob). 
Hayworth’s return seems the draw, 
comment being average. Huge $13.- 
000 or near. Last week, “King 
Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard Man” 
(RKO) (reissues), $14,500. 

RKO.Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard 
Man”~ (RKO) /reissues) (m.o.), 4 
days, split with “Sword in Desert” 
(U) and “Rogues’ Regiment” ‘U) 
(reissues), 3 days. Nice $5,000. 
Last week, “Robin Hood’ ‘RKO) 
(m.o.), $6,000. 7 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—‘“Will 
Rogers” (WB). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “High Noon” (UA) (2d wk), 
| fine $6,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 835-$1.20)— 
“We're Not Married” (20th) (2d 
wk). Holding up at hefty $4,500 
after sharp $5,500 initial stanza. 


WEBB STURDY $18,000, 
FRISCO; ‘IVANHOE’ 196 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 


Sunny weather is sloughing biz 
on Market Street this stanza, = 
doldrums showing up at near y 
every spot excepting the Fox, wit 4 
“Dreamboat” and the Warfiel 
with “Ivanhoe.” Latter is big 
its third round. “High Noon 
looks best of extended-runs being 
fine in third United Artists week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- 
95)—""Wild Heart” (RKO). 70 
$7,500. Last week, “Champ\or 
(UA) and “Body and Soul” ‘U: 
(reissues), $10,000. PR bss 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-95) — 
“Dreamboat” (20th) and or " 
Black Jack” (Indie). Nice $18. “ 
or over for Clifton Webb comes , 
Last week, “Will Rogers) |” 
and “Navajo” (Lip) (2d wk), 4 @#°° 
onWwartield (Loew's) (2,656: ho 
| $1.50)—"“Ivanhoe” (M-G) (3d ¥*~ 
i (Continued on page 29! 
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Return of Humid Weather Clips Chi: 


| Knock’ Wow 256, ‘Charley’-Stage 


Hep 536, ‘Vegas 166, ‘Kong’ 206, dd 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
q}]-Star football game Friday 
1, night, which drew thousands, 
i saturn of hot, humid weather, 
a ‘ring sock August boxoffice 
eat t here. However, receipts 
; e way above average. 


Most of the big grossers are 
holdovers. Among the newcomers, | 
“Don’t Bother to. Knock at the 
2 HOS t should hit smash $25,000 
a ( ago. with “Where’s Char- 


le nd Frances Langford top- 
x stageshow, looks to get bright 
$53,000 “Las Vegas Story and 
“Half-Breed” at Grand looks big 
$16,000 Re Pe 

Of the second weekers, reissue 
combo of “King Kong and “Leop- 
ard Man’ at United Artists Is 
headed for a sharp session while 
“High Noon” and “Captive City 
at State-Lake is also stout. In its 
third week, “Big Sky” at the 
Woods still is okay. Oriental, with 
“Son of Paleface,” has a 
satisfactory stanza in view. * 

“Greatest Show on Earth” at 
Palace, in 16th frame, seems 
stronger than ever with fine $20,- 

likely. 
i Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Where’s Charley?” (WB) and 
Frances Langford heading stage- 
show. Great $53,000 likely. Last 
week, “Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
plus Les Paul and Mary Ford in 
person (2d wk), $63,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Tas Vegas Story” and ‘“Half- 
Breed” (RKO). Jane Russell pic 
should hit big $16,000. Last week, 
“Across Street” (U) and “Scarlet 
Angel” (U) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 
“Son of Paleface’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Holding fairly well with $20,000. 
Last week, $27,000. 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (16th wk). 
Holding extremely well at $20,000. 
Last week, $21,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and “Glory Alley” (M-G). Best of 
new entries, socko $25,000. Last 
week, “Robin Hood” (RKO) (2d 
wk), $20,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—“High Noon” (UA) and “Captive 
City’ (UA) (2d. wk). Excellent 
$18,000. Last week, $34,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 98)— 
“Encore” (Par) (3d wk). Sharp 
$6,500. Last week, $8,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—"King Kong” and “Leopard 
Man" (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Rolling along to smart $20,000. 
Last week, $32,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Big Sky” (RKO) (3d wk). Oke 
$18,000. Last week, $24,000. 

‘ World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Young 
and Damned” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Powerful $4,000. Last week, same. 


Tero’ Socko 216, Denver; 
‘In Arms’ Strong $19,500 


Denver, Aug. 19. 

‘One Minute To Zero,” sparked 
by personals by stars of film, is 
packing Orpheum here this week 
to best showing in town. It is 
holding. “We're Not Married” also 
is smash at Paramount while 
World in Arms” looms socko in 
two spots. 

“Duel at Silver Creek” looks 
Okay in three houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

= Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
Duel at Silver Creek” (U) and 
Beautiful but Broke” (Col), day- 
date with Tabor, Webber. Okay 
$6200. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
pal and “Tough Girl” (Col), 


Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- 
85)—“Lovely Look At” (M-G) (2d 
Seon $7,500. Holds. Last week, 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
~~ Greatest Show” (Par) (3d wk). 
Good $9,500. Last week, $10,500. 
wWenver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85)— 
.Vorld in His Arms” (U) and 
Army Bound” (Indie). Smash 
$16.000. Last week, “High Noon” 
1S porte “Bal Tabarin” (Rep), 


esquire (Rep) (742; 50-85)— 

orld in Arms” (U) and “Army 
ound” (Indie). Fine $3,500. Last 
Tck..“High Noon” (UA) and “Bal 
abarin” (Rep), $3,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— 
-One Minute te Zero” (RKO) and 
Holiday for Sinners’ (M-G). Sock 
$21,000. Holds. Last week; “Wild 
art” (RKO) and “African Treas- 
ure (Mono), $7,500. 





Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 50-85) | 


—'We're Not Married” (20th). 
(Continued on page 25) 
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highly | 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i é., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
| include the U. S. amusement 


tax. 
| ~  —— — 


| 
| 








In Arms’ Smash 
26 mn Dull D.C. |Se0 “Wait Till Sun Shines Nel- 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Biz is on the downbeat this 


pulling down the totals. Another 
factor in b.o. slump was blamed on 
Friday (15) night’s All Stars-Rams 
football game on TV, with every 
mid-town house suffering. “World 
in His Arms,” at Loew’s Palace, is 
sole standout among newcomers 
with sock session. “When in 
Rome,” at Loew’s Capitol, is slow 
despite a solid stageshow. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 55-95)— 
“When in Rome” (M-G) plus vaude. 
Slow $17,000. Last week, “Anybody 


Seen My Gal” (U) plus vaude, 
sound $21,000. 
Dupont (Lopert) (372; 50-85)— 


“Latuko” (Indie) (3d wk). Steady 
$6,000 after big $7,000 last week. 
Stays on. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85)— 
“Wild Heart” (RKO). So-so $8,000. 
Last week, “Francis To West 
Point” (U), solid $11,000 in 8 days. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 
50-80)—“The Jungle” (Lip). Aver- 
age $5,000. Last week, “Montana 
Territory” (Cal), $6,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 50-80)— 
“World in His Arms” (U). Smash 
$22,000. Holds. Last week, “Lovely 
Look At” (M-G) (2d wk), fair $11,- 
000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-$1) 
—‘Outcast of Islands” (UA) (4th 
wk). Nosedived to $3,500 after 
$5,000 last week. Stays. : 

Warner. (WB) (2,174; 50-80)=— 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (3d final 
wk). Unusually bright $12,000 for 
third week here after $14,000 last 
week. * 


‘Desire’ Rich $12,000, 





Seattle, Aug. 19. 

Trade at first-runs continues 
fairly good this session. ‘Island 
of Desire” looms great at Coli- 
seum. “Carrie” looks only fair at 
Fifth Avenue. “Lost in Alaska,” 
new Abbott-Costello comedy, is 
rated big at Liberty. “Has Any- 
body Seen My Gal” at Music Hall 
and “Where’s Charley” at Or- 
pheum both shape good. 

- tes for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90)—“‘Island of Desire’’ (UA) and 
“Assassins for Hire” (Lip). Headed 
for great $12,000. Last week, 
“Jumping Jacks” (Par) (3d wk), 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366; 
65-90) — “Carrie” (Par). Fair 
$6,500. Last week, “We're Not 
Married” (20th) (2d wk), $6,300. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—‘Lost in Alaska” (U) and “Thun- 
dering Caravans” (Rep). Big 
$9,000, Last week, “Quo Vadis” 
(M-G), swell $12,000 in 10 days. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65- 
90)—"‘Anybody Seen My Gal’ (U). 
Good $8,500. Last week, “Seara- 
mouche” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,500 in 
10 days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; 65- 
90)—‘‘Where’s Charley” (WB) and 
“Narrow Margin” (RKO). Good 
$9,000 or near. Last week, “Will 
Rogers” (WB) (2d wk), $7,400 in 8 
days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-70) 


(UA) (reissues). Modest $4,500. 
Last week, “King Kong” (RKO) 
and “Leopard Man” (RKO) (re- 
issues) (2d wk), $3,800. 





Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90)\—‘High Noon” (UA) and 
“Diplomatic: Courier” (20th) (3d 


| wie). Swell $7,000 in 6 days. Last 
| week, $8,700. 





{ 


} 


| 


‘Dreamboat’ Fast $14,000, | 


Port.; ‘Francis’ 836, 2d 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 19. | 
First-runs are loaded with hot! 
holdovers this week but “Dream- | 
boat” the lone newcomer, looks | 
sock in two houses. “Jumping | 
Jacks” is great for a second frame | 
after racking up one.of biggest | 
opening weeks seen here in several | 
years. “Francis To West Point,” in | 
second Broadway week, and “High 
Noon,” in third round at Liberty, 
both are still solid. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
—“Francis To West Point” (U) and 


“Dark Command” (Rep) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Big $8,500. Last week, 
$11,300 


| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


J“Sudden Fear” 


Seattle: A&C Hot 96. 





Liberty (Hamrick) (1,850; 65-90) 


—“High Noon” (UA) and “Lady 
Says No” (UA) (3d wk). Nifty $8,- 


000. Last week, $9,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90)—“‘Dreamboat” (20th) and “Red 
Snow” (Col), day-date with Or- 
pheum. Fast $5,000 or near. Last 
week, “Jumping Jacks” (Par) andj} 
“Atomic City” (Par), also at Para- 
mount, $6,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 65- | 
90)—“Dreamboat”’ (20th) and “Red | 


Snow” (Col). Sock $9,000. Last 
lie” (20th) and “Roaring City” (In- | 
die). $6,000. 

Paramount 


(Evergreen) (3,400; | 


week, with lack of new product | 65-90)\—“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 


“The Atomic City’”’ (Par) (2d wk) 
Big $7,500. Last week, also Orien- 
tal.. Torrid $12,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 
90)\—“‘Lovely To Look At’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Fine $4,500. Last week, | 
$5,200. 


Tn Arms’ Lusty 
$15,000, Cleve 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 
Cool weather is boosting biz so 
much here currently that even the 
holdovers are 
strength. 





displaying great} ping 
“World In His Arms” is | 


Broadway Continues on Way Back: 


‘Miserables’ Sturdy 306, ‘Ali Baba’ 
Plus Vande Nice 19G ‘Ivanhoe’ 3d 1706 


With rain over 50° of the week 


Broadway first-runs still are in 
high gear this session. There were 
only two openings at Broadway 
deluxers, but a fine array of strong 
holdovers and extended-runs will 
keep the overall total near recent 
high levels. Heavy rainfall on Sat- 
urday and earlier in the week as 
usual bolstered trade while Sun- 
day (17), which was bright. and 
warm, cut in somewhat. 

“Les Miserables,” which reop- 
ened the Rivoli, is heading for 
stout $30,000 in its first week, com- 
parable to the initial week at this 
house of “Decision Before Dawn,” 
one sf recent high grossers there. 
“Son of Ali Baba” with usual 


vaude, is the other opener, with | 


nice $19,000 at the Palace in pros- 
pect. 


“Ivanhoe,” with stageshow, con-| 
tinues its amazing pace at the Mu- | 


sic Hall -with a terrific $170,000 
likely for third week. Such a gait 
indicates 
“Ivanhoe” at the Hall. “Sudden 
Fear” still is smash with $44,000 
in its second session at the State, 
with a long run indicated. 
“Dreamboat,” with Tony Ben- 
nett, Phil Foster and iceshow head- 
ing stage layout, is holding™~at a 
sturdy $78,000 in’ fourth and final 
week at the -Roxy. A fifth week 
was being considered and justified 
by this-business, but it was decided 
not to hold back the opening of 
“What Price Glory” any longer, 
since it was two weeks overdue 
from originally scheduled teeoff. 
“Affair in Trinidad” continued in 
great fashion by getting $33,000 
for third round at the Victoria, 
only $1,000 below the second week. 
“Jumping Jacks,” with Don Cor- 
nell, Elliot Lawrence .band top- 
stageshow, finished the 
|fourth stanza at very strong $71, 





getting top coin of the newcomers | 000 and holds a fifth at the Para- 


with big session at the Hipp while 
“Where’s Charley?’ also 
great at the Allen. “Ivanhoe” con- 
tinues smash in third round at the 


Stillman while “Sudden Fear”, also | 
in second round at} 


looms solid 
Palace. “Dreamboat” and ‘Don’t 
Bother to Knock” both are big on 
moveover runs. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“Where’s Charley?” (WB). Great 
$12,000. Last week, “Will Rogers” 
(WB), $12,500. 

Hipp ° (Scheftel-Burger) (3,700; 
55-80)—“World in His Arms” (U). 
Big $15,000. Last week, 


Palace ‘RKO) 
(RKO) (2d wk). 
ry at $11,000. Last week, sock 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80)— 
“Anybody Seen My Gal” (U). 
Okay $9,000. Last week, “Dream- 
boat” (20th), big $14,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 
—‘‘Ivanhoe” (M-G) (3d wk). Great 
$21,000. Last week, hefty $25,000. 

Tower (Scheftel-Burger) (500; 55- 
80) — “Don’t Bother to Knock” 
(20th) (m.o.). Nice $4,500. Last 
week, “Aladdin” (Mono) and “Des- 
ert Pursuit” (Mono), $3,500. 

Lower Mali (Community) (585; 
55-80)—“Encore” (Par) (2d wk). 
Held at $2,500. Last week, good 
$4,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,300; 55-80)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) (m.o.). Big 
$5,000. Last week, “Wagons West” 
(Mono) and “Wild Stallion” (Mono), 
$5,500. 


‘Show’ Great $17,000, 
Balto; ‘Dreamboat’ 10G 


Baltimore, Aug. 19. 

Bright spot in rather offish week 
here is return of “Greatest Show 
on Earth,” to Keith’s, at popular 
prices after previously hanging up 
a 4. - mark in total attendance 
a receipts om upped scale run 
earlier this season. It is big cur- 
rently. Some good activity is also 
reported for the New’s “Dream- 
boat.” Most other spots are un- 
eventful. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loeew’'s-UA) (3,000; 20- 





70) — “Don’t Bother To Knock” }- 


(20th) (2d wk). Sliding off to $6,000 
after surprisingly smash opener at 


—"Red River” (UA) and “Tulsa” | $9,700 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70)—“‘Greatest Show” (Par), Back 
on popseale run, going to big $17,- 
000. Last week, 10 days of “Francis 
West Point” (U) hit $10,500. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
“Women of North Country” (Rep). 


looms | the Par flagship this year. 


“Don’t | 
Bother to Knock” (20th), $14,000. | «wij 
(3,300; 55-80)— | wk). 


mount, longest run for any S = 
ve ig 
Noon” still is very big at $25,000 
|in its fourth frame at the Mayfair, 
|and stays on. 

“Don’t Bother To Knock,” which 
was held a fifth week after “Fran- 
|cis Goes To West Point” twice had 
| been scheduled to open, looks okay 
|in final (Sth) session at the G@tobe. 
| Pic caught on from the start. 

“Miracle of: Our Lady of Fa- 
tima” opens its regular run day- 
date at Astor and Bijou tomorrow 
'(Thurs.) after ifivitational preem 
| at the Astor tonight (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 
Aster “City Inv.) (1,306; 70-$1.50) 
Rogers” (WB) (5th-finai 
Wound up final week last 
‘night (Tues.) with $5,500 after 
slow $7,600 for fourth week. “Mir- 
| acle of Our Lady of Fatima” (WB) 
opens with special invitational 
preem tonight (Wed.). Regular 
run of pic starts tomorrow 
(Thurs.), playing day-date with 
— which will have upped-price 
scale. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“Carrie” (Par) (5th wk-8 days). 
Looks like $12,000 in final eight 
days after nice $14,000 for fourth 
week, to wind up highly success- 
ful run. “Quiet Man” (Rep) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Cri (Moss) (1.700; 50-$1.80) 
—"“Big Sky” (RKO). Opened yes- 
terday (Tues.). In ahead, “Robin 
Hood” (RKO-Disney) (8th wk-5 
days), only $7,000 after okay $11,- 
000 for seventh week, winding up 
a very profitable longrun here. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 
—"Stranger in Between” (U). 
Opened yesterday (Tues.). Last 
week, “Outcast of Islands” (UA) 
(14th wk-5 days) held at $3,500 
after solid $4,500 for 13th session, 


ment. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 
—‘Don't Bother To Knock” (20th) 
(5th wk). Doing okay $8,600 in cur- 
rent which again is sup- 
posed to be windup of run. It was 
originally set to stay only three 
weeks; then held over a fourth and 
fifth week because pic did so well. 
Fourth week was nice $10,500. 
“Francis Goes To West Point” (U), 
held back for two weeks, is sup- 
posed to open Friday (22). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) 
—‘High Noon” (UA) (4th wk). Still 
very big with $25,000 in current 
stanza after $30,500 for third week. 

Normandie (Normandie Theatres) 
(592; 95-$1.80)\—“Encore” (Par) 
((2Ist wk). The 20th session ended 
last night (Tues.) held at $5,200 
after fine $6,200 for 19th week. 
| Stays on. 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40)— 





many more weeks for| 


making a highly profitable engage- 


! stride but still strong at $19,000 or 
and continuance of mild weather, | 


close. Last week, “King Kong” 
(RKO) (reissue) soared to great 
$32,000 but below hopes. Best 
here’ under current policy. Was 
headed for bigger money but began 
dipping soon after “Kong” started 
playing RKO circuit houses in Met 
area 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80) 

“Jumping Jacks (Par) with Don 
Cornell, Elliot Lawrence  orch 
heading stage bill (5th-final wk). 
Fourth frame ended last night 
(Tues.) held at very strong $71,000 
after sock $92,000 for third week. 
“Crimson Pirate’ (WB)is due in 
| next. 
Park Ave. (Reade) (583; 90-$1.50) 
|—-‘Brandy for Parson” (Mayer). 
Week ending next Friday (22) looks 
to hit $8,000. Holds. In ahead, “Is- 
land Rescue” (U) (7th wk), $4,000. 


Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 


iCasque D’or” (Discina). Opened 
very well Monday (18). In ahead, 
|“Strange Ones” (Mayer) (3d wk), 


oke $6,000 after $6,500 for second 
itrame 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefe!- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Ivanhoe” 
1(M-G) with stageshow (3d_ wk). 
|Holding at socko $170,000, way 
ahead of-:many first weeks. Second 
week was huge $174,500, making 
greatest first two weeks in history 
of Hall. Holds for fourth stanza, of 
course, and set for indefinite stay, 
with no termination in sight. Only 
$6,000 below opening week's total 
although in third stanza. 

Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 70-$1.50)— 
“Les Miserables’ (20th). First 
week ending today (Wed.) looks 
like solid $30,000, big considering 
it reopened house and that big 
preem bally at night of first day 
came after pic opened in morning. 
Film drew many fine reviews. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th) with Tony 
Bennett, Phil Foster, iceshow on- 
stage (4th-final wk). Holding at 
sturdy $78,000 after big $88,000 
for third week. Aided in final week 
.by preview on Monday (18). Had 
considered holding a fifth but de- 
cided not to delay opening of 
“What Price Glory” (20th), with 
Mel Torme, Elliott Reid, Tom & 
Jerry, iceshow onstage. This com- 
bo had been held back twice, being 
originally set to come in Aug. 8. 
Now due in Friday (22). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
Continues smash with $44,000 or 
near after soaring to terrific $60,- 
000 in first round, greatest here in 
many months. Looks in for lengthy 
engagement. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U)*(20th wk). 
Still very strong at $7,000 in 19th 
week ended Mondezy (18) after 
$7,200 for 18th round. Stays on. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)—“Lady Vanishes” (Indie) 
(3d wk). Still stout with $5,200 
after $6,700 for second week. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
poe nal eg | Hunter” (U). Open- 
ed Monday (18). In ahead, “High 
Treason” (Indie) (13th wk-8 days), 
$2,700 after okay $3,300 for 12th 
week. : 

Victoria, (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
$1.80)\—“AWair in Trinidad” (Col) 
(4th wk). Third stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) continued great with 
$33,000 after socko $34,000 for sec- 
ond week, slightly above hopes. 


‘Affair’ Sock $20,000 in 
St. Loo; ‘In Arms’ 146, 
‘Robin’ 166, ‘Outcast’ 86 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

Biz is on the upbeat all over the 
city with first-runs enjoying fine 
boxoffice activity over the past 
weekend. “Affair in Trinidad,” 
aided by cuffo publicity for Rita 
Hayworth, is standout with sock 
session at Loew's. ‘“World’ in 
Arms” looms good at the Missouri 
while “Robin Hood” is rated fine 
at the downtown Ambassador. 
“Outcast of Islands” shapes good 
at two smaller houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M! (3,000; 60- 
75\—“Robin Hood” (RKO). Fine 
$16,000. Last week, “Will Rogers” 
(WB) and “Half-Breed” (RKO), 
$11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—"Jump- 
ing Jacks” (Par) and “Atomic City’ 
(Par) (3d wk-3 days). Good $5,000. 
| Last week, fancy $15,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75'— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) and 








Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after week “Son of Ali Baba” (U) with eight “Harem Girl” (Col). Sock $20,000. 


(Continued on page 25) 
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French Levit Popularity Off Postwar: 


Germany, Belgium, S.A. Top Markets 





Paris, Aug. 19. 

Popularity of French legit adap- 
tions abroad has declined since the 
prewar years saw the Gallic 
productions one of most performed 
and adapted in other countries, but 
now they have been superseded 
py the more dynamic American and 
English legit -plays. Biggest areas 
for offshore French legit are South 
Germany and Belgium. 


war. 


America, 
Most of the plays adapted for 
American use have been unsuc- 


cessful in the last few years. U.S. 
crix have been _harsh on Jean 
Anouilh whose bittersweet, ironic 
dissections of love were mostly 
found to be puerile and decadent. 
“Nina” flopped and “Gigi” was a 
prestige rather a financial success. 
However, an unusual number of 
French adaptations are announced 
for Broadway this season. 

The Mexican market, which is | 
vealously guarded by local play-| 
is slow in turning to the | 
Hits have been 





wrights 


French theatre. e 
Jean Anouilh’s “Colombe and 
“The Traveller Without Baggage, 


and Mare-Gilbert Sauvajon’s “Ed- 
ward's Children.” Canada is far 
behind in repertoire and not yet | 
up to taking modern Gallic ets 

The. South American countries 
of Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and 
Chili provide a large audience for 
Gallic legit. Some top, successes 
have been such oldies as “Seal of 
Tampiston” by De Mouezy, Tristan 
Bernard’s “Kiss Me” and “Little 
Cafe"; and “Gringalet” by Paul 
Vandenberghe. Newer ones are 
“Edward's Children,” “Nights of | 
Anger” by Armand _ Salacrou; 
“Ardele’s Gift’? by Pierre Barillet 
and Jean-Pierre Gredy, Roussin’s 
“Nina.” and the “Philomen Com- 
plex” by Jean-Bernard Luc. 


W. Germany Likes French Legit | 


One of the biggest absorbers of | 
French legit productions is West | 








Germany. Germany has staged 
over 130 modern French plays} 
since the war. Tops are Jean 


Anouilh with 12 of his plays run- | 
ning there in that time. Best ac- 
cepted are “Antigone,” “Robber’s | 
Ball,” “Eurydice,” “Invitation to a} 
Chateau” (which was the success- | 
ful London adaptation of Christo- | 
pher Fry's “Ring Around the| 
Moon”), and “Romeo and Janet.” 
Albert Camus came up for four of | 





his exéstentialist plays; Paul 
Claudel had seven and Jean 
Cocteau three. Well repped were 
Colette, Roger Ferdinand, Jean 


Giraudoux, Henri De Montherlant, 
Andre Obey, Marcel Pagnol and 
Andre Roussin. 


Another good customer was the 
Scandinavian countries with Jean 
9Anouilh, Jean-Paul Sartre and 
Marcel Ayme being preferred with 
Italy showed a partiality for Roger 
Ferdinand, Jean Anouilh, Paul 
Claudel and Armand Salacrou. 
Greece has even asked French 
authors down for the preem of 
their plays. Last season saw 
Jacques Deval presenting his “To- 
night in Samarcand.” Jean De 
Latraz went down for his “We Are 
Looking for a Home.” 


Spain Goes for Lighter Works. 


Spain, with heavy censorship, 
Showed preference for lighter 


works rather than the more philo-|_ 


Sophical output of Cartre, Claudel 
and Montherlant, Im all the coun- 
tries considered, top authors pre- 
ferred were Anouilh, Claudel, 
Cocteau, Roussin and Deval. 
Belgium is an offshoot of the 
French theatre with set repertoire 
houses and three-quarters of their 
legit offerings French. At the 
leading theatre in Brussels, The 


Royal Pare, 30 of its plays were 
French. 


TV Station for Tijuana 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 


, Tijuana on the California border 
N to bow big in with TV early in 
‘ovember when Emilio Azcarraga, 
lexican radio-video mogul, opens 
, sation XEACTYV. It cost $500,000. 
' Will be powerful enough to serve 
“s Angeles, he claims. It can 
fasily cover San Diego. 

e Arcarraga is readying two more 
cations for 1953. One will be in 
au idalajara, second largest Mexi- 
Can city, and Monterrey, the east- 








— industrial center. He owns- 
qTrerates Station XEWTV here and | 
“evicentro, the local Radio City. | 


‘Half-Acre’ U.S. Entry 
In Edinburgh Festival 


Edinburgh, Aug. 12. 

The big U. S. film entries at this 
fall’s International Film- Festival 
here includes Walt Disney’s “‘Na- 
ture’s Half-Acre,”: and the State 
Department films, “Impressionable 
Years,” and “Small Town Editor.” 
Fete runs from Aug. 17 to Sept. .7. 

The Philippine entry is a fea- 
ture about the life of Genghis 
Khan. British feature pix entered 
include “The Brave Don’t Cry,” 
produced by John Grierson for 
Group Three of the British Nation- 
al Film Finance Corp. and “Cry, 
the Beloved Country,” adaptation 
made by London Film Productions. 

France is sending a special retro- 
spective program of films which 
have influenced the development 
of French documentary, compiled 
by the Cinematheque Francaise. 


Max Ophuls, director of “La 
Ronde,” will introduce his new 
film, “Le Plaisir,” based on three 


short stories by de Maupassant. 
There are about 270 entries from 
over 30 countries. 


Closed Paris Fire 





Still Simmers 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
“Full Fire” (Plein Feu), the 
Pierre Louis-Guerin-Rene Fraday 


revue spec starring Maurice Cheva- 
lier, which shuttered Aug. 2, is still 
stirring talk here. = 


Guerin told Variety the show 





Dolores Gray to Belgium 


London, Aug® 19. 

As soon as she finishes her two 
weeks at the London Palladium, 
Dolores Gray will do two Sunday 
concerts at Blackpool for Harold 
Fielding. Then she goes to Knocke, 
Belgium, for one night gala per- 
formance. 

Miss Gray then goes to Paris for 
a holiday and is likely to do series 
of gala shows in the South of 





| because of numerous TV films~she 





| direct income tax around 50,000,000 





| pointing out that the government 
| was determined to nix any further 


pegged at a 100,000,000-franc nut | 


($256,000) only made back about | leaders here will seek an easing 


half of this in its fourth month 


on the boards. 


Hot weather and | bons, technical equipment, ad-pub- 
inadequate biz finally led to the|licity material 


Income Tax Cut | 


France. She is popular in France| 


made there two years ago. 





' 
| 


Seen as Hypo To 
Aussie Film Biz 


| 

Sydney, Aug. 12. | 
Australian Commonwealth | 
budget, introduced by Federal | 
Treasurer Sir Arthur Fadden, is 
seen as a means of boosting film 
biz during 1952-53 via clipping the 


New 


pounds (about $112,000,000). Re-| 
duction will give the population | 
additional spending power. Despite | 
the current high cost of living | 
Down Under, a substantial propor- | 
tion of this 50,000,000 pounds | 
should find its way into cinema 
boxoffices. Reduction in the sales 
tax setup covering local and im- 
ported merchandise also will put 
more coin into the pockets of | 
Aussies. 

The film industry was looking | 
for some relief from the govern-| 


ment’s solid admission tax covering | 
all amusements but the treasurer | 
turned down the relief pleas. 
Treasurer also declined any break- 
down in the dollar curb here, 


inflation upbeat via additional dol- 
lar spending or takeaway. 
Understood that pic industry 


of import restrictions covering car- 





and other goods 


decision to close. The artists had | positively necessary for the suc- | 
been given a six-month guarantee | cessful operation of the film biz 
because the show was expected to/|as a whole in this important terri- | 


run a year until the 
thumbs-down folded it. 

Although it did big at the begin- 
ning, the revue bogged down after 
initial weeks. The show was a 
Franco-American hybrid that did 
not seem to have enough of either 
to make a go. 

The tourists, who were expected 
to be tapped, found it akin to a 
U. S. revue and, as such, suffered 
in comparison. Besides, most of 
them wanted the fluffy, sexy at- 
mosphere as at the Folies Bergere, 
and spread negative word-of-mouth 
to fellow travelers. Even though 
Chevalier is still an immense “raw, 
he was not enough te cover the 
big overhead and operating <osts 
alone. 

Chevalier is resting here and 
considering shows in Scandanavia, 
Holland and Germany. They are 
not definitely set and will be 
either one-mam concerts or possi- 
bly as astar in local variety houses. 
He said that he has _ received 
offers from Nachat Martini to ap- 
pear at the French Casino in N. Y. 
Eowever, he does not wish to do 
any cabaret work. 

“Fire” opened April 23 this year 
and closed August 2, ’52 after a 
14'4-week run. 


4 MAJOR BRIT. CHAINS 
UP ADMISSION SCALES 


Washington, Aug. 12. 

The four major theatre circuits 
in Great Britain have hiked their 
admission prices to meet increas- 
ed costs of operation, reports the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 
The hikes went into effect Aug. 3 
for the Odeon, Granada, Associated 
British Picture Corp. and Gau- 
mont-British chains. 

Seats costing 2 shillings 1 pence 
were upped to 2 shillings 3 pence; 
those formerly 2 shillings 7 pence 
went to 2 shillings 8 pence while 
the 3 shilling 11 pence seats went 
to 4 shillings or 14c, (A shilling is 
now equal to 14c in American 
money, with 12 pence to the shil- 
ling). The exhibitors said the boost 
became necessary because 
latest British budget 





the | 
failed to| 


public’s | tory. Leaders have been concerned 





provide them any relief from the | 


entertainment tax. 


in recent weeks over the increase 
in unemployment, with a resultant 
boxoffice downbeat. The new 
budget, however, is expected to nip 
unemployment to a great extent via 
tax relief to major organizations | 
and greenlight on easing prior | 
drastic import restrictions. 


Japanese Exhibs’ Plan 
Would Hurt U.S. Films; 
Opposed by Yank Cos. 


Tokyo, Aug. 1? 

A knotty path is forseen fox 
American film companies in the 
future distributing their product 
in Japan if a formula for import- 
ing new pix, proposed to. the 
Finance Ministry by the four top 
exhibitors, is adapted. The Minis- 
try, seeking to establish film im- 
port policy for latter half of cur- 
rent year (October this year to 
March, 1953), is seeking opinions 





| since the 


| 1,001 Nights.” 
| tions 


Weather, New Films Up London BO; 
‘Thing’ Record 146, Hope Wow $10,600, 
‘Wind’ Stout 186, ‘Married’ $9,200, 2d 





Many Longhair Singers 
For Ireland This Fall 


Dublin, Aug. 12. 

Unusually heavy’. schedule of 
longhair warblers is ‘being ar- 
ranged for theatres here this fall. 
Quartet. from La Scala, Milan; 
Swedish ‘tenor Jusse Bjorling, and 
soprano ‘Victoria des Los Angeles 
are already booked in the Theatre 
Royal for September-October dates 
They will be followed by name vo- 
calists for a performance of Elgar’s 
“Dream of Gerontius” with Halle 
Orchestra and Sir John Barbirolli 

The Olympia Theatre, 1,250- 
seater which was a newcomer to 


longhair biz last season, is bringing | 
will | 


bigger. names this fall and 
head the list with soprano Kirsten 
Flagstad when she finishes her 
Welsh tour. 


16m Film Distrib 


Clicks in France 


Paris, Aug. 12. 

Distribution of 16m films has 
grown in importance and volume 
war. Of the 150 films 
used on country circuits, 
American. U. S. companies work 
on a flat minumum basis because 
it is hard to keep tabs on the box- 
office in these out-of-way, lesser 
spots or traveling units. 
companies feel it is a good.invest- 
ment in penetrating the non-film 
areas and building a future film 
audience or creating patrons who 
will head for the more populated 
areas to see a show. 


Housing for 16m films usually 





is the local cafe in a small town | 


or the town meeting hail. There 
are usually one or two showings a 


| week. Nearly 8,000 communities in 


France are serviced by 16m. 


Smaller-scale showings of pix in 
outlying areas was first begun in 
France in 1910. At first 21m, the 
17.5 m was adopted in 1930. During 
the occupation, the Germans 
decreed all equipment be modified 
to 16m to create a uniform distri- 
bution. 

Films are reduced from regular 
35m to 16m in France. The dubbed 
sound track is re-recorded on 16m. 
There is no distribution of original 
versions with subtitles in this area. 
Universal was the first to start 
color on the rounds in 16m with 
The color reduc- 
are made in England by 
Technicolor. Walt Disney’s “Snow 
White And Seven Dwarfs’ (RKO) 
goes on 16m this year. 


PLENTY OF TOURISTS 
IN IRELAND, NO COIN 


Dublin, Aug. 12. 








of film importers. 


Towa, Toho, Shochiku and Daisi | 
have told the Ministry that, in ef- | 
fect, they wanted to be allowed) 
to buy on the open market, ac- |! 
cording to the amount of foreign 
exchange allotted» to them and 
not have to use the present sys- 
tem by which quotas for import- 
able films are assigned by the gov- 
ernment to foreign countries. New 
policy might cut down on Ameri- 
can film sales here as U. S. is 
“most favored nation” in fMmport 
quotas. 

Major American companies here 
are preparing a counter-plan to 
submit to the Ministry, and are 
flatly opposed to any change in the 
present policy. Majors are also 
against lowering of current film 
rental rates, proposed by exhibi- 
tors, as a method of preventing ac- 
cumulation of frezen yen. Majors 
say reduction of pix distfib fees 
might curtail numberof imported 
films, thus contradicting the | 
Finance Ministry’s original promise | 
to equalize the number of released | 





and foreign films. 


Travel companies are the only 
firms doing well from Ireland’s big 
number of tourists this year. Most 
visitors are coming here from 
Britain, but they have little dough 


to spend. Many are only window- 


shoppers, patronizing the cheaper 
eateries and not spending as much 
on alcohol as in recent years. 
Lack of newspapers, a strike 
having shuttered Dublin printing 
plants for the past four weeks, has 
not helped biz, but there has been 
no dip in attendance at film houses. 
Impression here is that lower 
wages in English factories is caus- 
ing the tightening-up of visitors’ 
purse-strings, with many apparent- 
ly here for the food and not to 
spend much on entertainment. 


Laine to Glasgow, Sept. 8 


London, Aug. 19. 
_Frankie Laine goes 
Sept. 1, after completing two weeks 
at the London Palladium, for one 
week where he will do one radio 





Then he opens at the Glasgow 


films per year between en Then 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 15 











Empire, the week of Sept. 8. He 
also will do a series of three Sun- 
day concerts for Harold Fielding, 
one each in Leicester, Blackpool 
jand Manchester. 





60 are | 


Yank | 


to Paris} 


London, Aug. 12. 


Inclement weather plus a batch 
of new, strong pictures has proved 
|a bonanza to West End film busi- 
|ness during the past week. Week- 
end trade was capacity at nearly 
all houses.“ Perhaps the outstand- 
ing newcomer is “The Thing From 
Another World,” now holding up 
in its second-week at the London 
Pavilion after breaking the 21- 
| year-old house mark opening week 
with $14,000. 

“We're Not Married” also is big 
with $9,200 for its second v'eek at 
the Odeon, Leicester Square. “Son 
of Paleface” got a terrific $10,600 


opening week at Carlton, with 
three-week run assured for Bob 
Hope starrer. 

Despite being in third week, 


strongest overall entry is “Sound 
Barrier” at the Plaza. It will go 
five stanzas and then move to the 
| Carlton for second West End run, 
this being: unusual since the Carl- 
lton. invariably plays _ first-run. 
|“‘Where’s Charley” is rated only 
|okay with $8,400 at the Warner, 
but holds three weeks. The real 
surprise is “Gone With the Wind” 
at the Empire. Initial week looks 
|to top $18,000, might big. Probab- 
|ly could) have gone tonger but 
| booked only for two weeks. 
| Estimates for Last Week 
Carlton (Par) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
i}“Son of Paleface’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Opening was best here in two years, 
}and second week may equal first 


|; session which was smash $10,600, 


is for at least three weeks. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)— 
| “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue), 
|Should garner good dough in its 
| 2-week. run. First week is expected 
to top $18,000, very big in view of 
| playing only 3 sessions daily, in- 
| stead of usual five. “Scaramouche” 

(M-G) opens Aug. 15. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—‘Mandy” (GFD) (2d wk). Very 
| good $7,300. “Brave Don’t Cry” 
(ABFD) and “Duel at <‘lver Creek” 
(GFD), open Aug. 15. 

Leicester Square (CMA), (1,753; 
| 50-$1.70/—‘‘Room For One More” 


(WB). Okay $6,700. May stay 3 
| weeks. 
| London Pavilion (UA) (1,800; 


50-$1.70\—"‘The Thing From An- 
| other World” (RKO) (2d wk). Sec- 
;ond stanza looks outstanding for 
| this house. First week was smash 
| $14,000, new 2l-year house record 
here. Looks to hold a month or 
longer. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70)—‘‘We’re Not Mar- 
ried” (20th) (2d wk). Climbed to 
$9,200 after big $8,400 opening 
week. Being replaced by “World 
In His Arms” (GFD) on Aug. 14, 
but could have held longer. 


Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
(2,300; 50-$1.70)—“‘Clash By Night” 
(RKO) and “Slaughter Trail” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Held at solid 
$8,200 after strong $10,700 opener. 
“Dreamboat” (20th) follows Aug. 
15. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70)— 
“Sound Barrier” (B-L) (3d wk). Has 
done steady $11,200 nearly every 
week and still packing them in on 
weekends. Goes two weeks longer. 

Ritz M-G) (432; 90-$2.15)—‘‘Ivan- 
hoe” (M-G) (3d wk). Easily topping 
$5,200, big for this bandbox house. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70'— 
“Where's Charley” (WB) (2d wk), 
Holding at $7,000 after disappoint- 
ing $8,400 first round. In for three 
weeks, being replaced by “Will 
Rogers” (WB) Aug. 21. 


Honor Sarnoff in Israel 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 12. 

Brigadier-General David Sarnoff, 
chairman of Radio Corp. of Amer- 
ica, was named an Honorary Fellow 
of the Weizmann Institute of Sci- 
ence, the first to be given this hon- 
or, at a ceremony in the Sieff 
| Institute. 
| “Television in Israel would be 
; an important factor in helping 
| solve the problem of integration 
of the various immigrant groups,” 
Sarnoff said, “and by having a di- 
'rect and immediate contact with 
| the people the country would have 
added military strength.” But he 
indicated there were more pressing 
problems facing Israel now than 
the setting up of television. 
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THE BLACK 
KNIGHT! 


“IVANHOE” 
is riding 
to glory 
from 
Coast- /, 
to-Coast! 4 





“How BIG is ‘IVANHOE’?” In the 
first 18 days of its extended engagements 
in Cleveland, Houston, San Francisco 
and Atlanta, it is 44% bigger than “Show 
Boat”; 40% bigger than “Battleground”; 
48% bigger than “An American In Paris.” 
It is 11% bigger in paid admissions 
than “Quo Vadis.” At the Music Hall, 
N. Y., its first 18 days set new all-time 
non-holiday records. 


M-G-M presents Sir Walter Scott’s “IVANHOE” starring Robert. 


Taylor + Elizabeth Taylor + Joan Fontaine » George Sanders + Emlyn 

Williams + Color by Technicolor « Screen Play by Noel Langley 

Adaptation by AEneas MacKenzie « Directed by Richard Thorpe 
_. Produced by Pandro S. Berman 











'HE BLACK 
NIGHTIE! 


“THE MERRY 


© WI DOW” 


is M-G-M’s 
next 
box-office 
bonanza! 


How to win friends and influence your 
box-office? Give them “THE MERRY 
WIDOW,” M-G-M’s newest musical, 
the gayest, the sauciest of them all. The 
romance between luscious Lana Turner 
and the new sensation, hot-blooded Latin 
Fernando Lamas, will have the fans 
palpitating. Franz Lehar’s love songs! 
Eye-filling Technicolor beauty! A story 


_that’s naughty but nice! That’s dough! 


M-G-M presents Lana Turner as “THE MERRY ,WIDOW” 
co-starring Fernando Lamas + with Una Merkel + Richard Haydn 
Thomas Gomez * Color by Technicolor » Screen Play by Sonya 
Levien and William Ludwig « Based on the Operetta Written 
by Composer Franz" Lehar and Authors Victor, Leon and Leo 


Stein + Directed by Curtis Bernhardt » Produced by Joe Pasternak 


As the fame of “IVANHOE” sweeps the nation— 
“THE MERRY WIDOW’ gayly arrives to date you! 
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90.000 Fund Insures New Season 
Opening for Cuban Philharmonic 


% 





Havana, Aug. 12. 


The 8° 


Cuban Philharmonic 


vernment has granted the 


Orchestra 


=) 000 to enable it to begin its 


programs d 
season. , 
been promis 


nationa! lotteries 
September 

The Philharmonic 
self-sustaining 


been 

Musically } 
tag in Latin-America 
rated seconc 

Ares , . . 

a deficit Founded in 


uring the coming winter 
An additional $100,000 has 
ed, $40,000 of which 
yill come from one of the regular 
at to be held in 


has never 
financially. 


one of the best orches- 


(sometimes 


i only to that of Buenos 
it has always operated with | 


1924 by 30 


music professors and musicians, it 
depended for funds on patronage 
headed by Agustin Batista (not re- 


lated to the 
was 


president). 
head of the Trust Co. of Cuba. 


Batista 


Under the baton of Eric Kleiber, 
former leader of the Berlin Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, Cuba’s Phil- 
harmonic became one of the top 


ones in the hemisphere. 
series of famed guest 


cost of a 


But the 


tists was far beyond the orches- 


tras financial means. 


During one 


fve-year period Batista spent about 
400.000 of his own money to keep 


the orchestra going. 
was forced to disband 


Finally, it 
in 1949. 


Promised aid by the government, 


a new board 
formed two years 


of directors 
ago under Al- 


was 













SN toy 
8 ming 






fredo Antor etti, professor of music 
at the University of Havana, The 
orchestra survived the season, but 
the following year no government 
aid was forthcoming, and there 
were not enough funds to pay the 
musicians’ salaries. Now, however, 
anew government has taken over, 
and prospects appear brighter. 
Frederick Weissman, who was 
Kleiber’s assistant in Berlin, is to 
be the maestre this year. 


About 120,000 Yanks 
To Paris So Far in ’52; 
Many Fight Price Gouge 


Paris, Aug. 12. 


So far this year 572,365 tourists 
have visited Paris. Americans con- 
stitute 119,291 
cording to the Bureau of Tourism 
here. Last year there were 78,436 
Americans. Despite the increase, 
Seneral opinion here. is that Yanks 
are dissatisfied with prices and 
clippo aspects of Paris hotels and 
restaurants, 


Next year will see a great reduc- 
tion in U.S. tourists if the same 
practices continue since it is appar- 
ent that Americans are cutting 
their Stays short here this season 
and going on the remainder of 
their trips earlier than intended. 


Disillusioned Americans in seme 
tases state that restaurants upped 
the prices on them and that the 
Cost of shopping is too steep. Others 
said they were saving their coin 
‘o buy in other European countries. 
lost’ complaints were directed 
against hotel tactics. Hotels which 
serve meals, they say, put the 15% 
levy on the bills and then also add 
J ‘nan overall tax on the bill. 
“ resent paying the same tax 
ce. Other hotels make breakfast 
obligatory and then charge full 
meal prices for them. 

One big airplane company re- 
Ports that many Yanks are chang- 
ing their tickets for earlier de- 
—— dates than intended and 
~ ing on faster because of the 
th np in finances. It was stressed 
‘at the tourist had no recourse on 
‘’ Complaints. The Bureau of 
a three years ago promised 
nd _ a form available to be given 
thee ene landing in France on 
Dlaint they could voice any com- 
~ S. But few tourists this year 

Seen or heard of this form. 


Hoteliers answer these charges 
2 Claiming they are not respon- 
1, tor these conditions, and 
me “xcessive taxes. They claim 
wos hotels are the cheapest in 
a “ and the Stay of no Ameri- 
ited las been influenced by his 
Charges, 
A hands tourism one of the top 
. stries here and also a big help 
tacles vPerity of the cabarets, spec- 
om age films, the tourist officials 
ra terested in ironing out any 
“cullies and keeping the Ameri- 
‘rist and his folding money 
over. The Bureau of Tour- 





is : : 
tag Promised to take drastic 
4 “Ys lo rectify these situations. 





of this total, ac-| 
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Radio in First Film 


Coverage on ‘Firebird’ 


Stockholm, Aug. 13. 

World preem of Terra Film’s 
“The Firebird” at the Cinema 
Royal here yesterday (12) marked 
the first time that the state-con- 
trolled Swedish radio made a point 
of covering such an occasion. Sta- 
tion interviewed Hasse Ekman. 
picture’s director-writer, in plug- 
ging the unveiling. 

While the Swedish radio re- 
views new films from time to time, 


it never before had joined in ad-| 


vance promotion for a pic preem. 
Reason for the unprecedented 
move, iit is believed, may lie in 
the fact that air commentator Ake 
Falck made his debut in the film. 


A tinter made in an English ver- | d 
Ellen | National Cinema Center here, be- 


sion only, the film stars 
Rasch and Tito Gobbi. > 


Moodabe Feud Over Pix 
From 3 U. S. Distribs 


In Stalemate on Terms 
Sydney, Aug. 12. 

The long-standing “feud”  be- 
tween Mike Moodabe, topper of the 
Amalgamated cinema loop in New 
Zealand, and RKO, Columbia and 
United Artists on new product buy 
has not yet been settled, with 
Moodabe said to be waiting for the 
distributors to slash rentals before 
signaturing a deal. Understood that 
Columbia has offered to sell Mood- 
abe at the same terms as last year 
but without results. 

Moodabe is reported to have 
stated that terms must be his own; 
otherwise the product can stay in 
the cans insofar as his circuit is 
concerned, meaning also RKO and 








| ain. 
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lowa Pipers in Scotland 


Edinburgh, Aug. 12. 

Iowa State University Pipe Band 
began a Scottish tour here this 
week. Outfit will also’ visit In- 
verness, Perth and G asgow. Wil- 
liam Adamson, director of group, 
said the trip would be useful in 
improving their knowledge of Scot 
music and traditions. 
Band comprises 60 femmes, being 
it’s first public appearance in Brit- 
Arrival in Scotland created 
much controversy here, where it’s 
naturally felt only true Scots can 
be pipers. 


New French Film 
Chief Asks For 





Paris, Aug. 19. 
Jacques Flaud, new head of the 


llieves solution of the Franco- 
| American film import impasse is 
one of the three main problems 
| needed to be taken care of, if 
|French film difficulties are to be 
| solved. 
exhibitors via new legislation and 
refurbishing of aid laws to French 
| producers are the two other essen- 
tials. 

plete freedom in_ selection 
length of their programs. 
thinks the law passed during the 
German occupation, which limits 
playdates to one feature and a sin- 
gle short, should be repealed 
Flaud also wants the clause fixing 
five out of i3 weeks of playdates 


{set aside for French pix annulled, 


| 
| 


| 


UA. Understood that Moodabe of- | 


fered to make a deal with UA for 
six pix out of a lineup of 36, but 
the UA chiefs rejected the offer. 
Amalgamated chain is currently 
spotting 20th-Fox fare, Republic 


and WB, in certain key situations | 


plus a percentage of J. Arthur 
Rank product via an agreement 
with the major Kerridge. loop, in 
which Rank holds a 50° stock 
Say-So. = 


It's a known fact that Moodabe | by the film biz to make the public 


and Kerridge operate a keep-off- 
the-grass agreement on _ product 
buys to prevent any distributor 
from selling to the opposition. 
Some distributors regard this as a 
restraint of trade, but the toppers 
concerned aver it is only good 
business. 





Galindo Mex City Amus. Chief | 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 

Marco Aurelio Galindo, biggie 
film-TV-radio scripter and novelist, 
now heads the city amusement- 
control. office here. 

He succeeds Luis Spota, who 
resigned. Spota, newsman-author- 
scripter, was named the top pix 
seripter of 1951 by the 
Academy group. 








Mex | 
i not commented on. 


feeling that exhibs know their pub- 
lic well enough to pick their own 
programs. This admittedly might 
help on the quota problem by ab- 
sorbing more product and lower- 
casing poor quality films, which 
now try for amortization as the top 
and only feature. 

Flaud feels that the present aid- 
to-producers law should be revised 
so that the government money 
goes for important, top pix. He 
would channel the money, raised 
via 7% tax on grosses, away from 
low quality films into prestige 
product, which would raise pro- 
duction standards. He also plans 
to straighten out 
on exhibs. 

An all-out effort must be made 
picture conscious, according to 
Flaud. Flaud would have film 
clubs where members could see 
old pix and study film production. 
He also suggested special film 
days. He said a special budget 
would be set aside for these ac- 
tivities. 

About the-Franco-American ac- 
cord talks, Flaud claimed the de- 
cree lowering imported dubbed 
films from 186 to 138 still left a 
large margin for bargaining on the 
third clause, which enables coun- 
tries favoring the distribution of 
French pix to be awarded supple- 
mentary visas. The subsidy pro- 
posals of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America were brought up but 


Flaud also said that aid to} 





West German Film Prod. Soars To 
New High in 1951; E. Germany Lags 





Berlin, Aug. 19. 
From a postwar low of only 


+ 
‘Coward Comedy Triumph seven films completed in 1946 and 


| 


| British 
Flaud plans to give exhibs com- | 





For Lunts in Glasgow , 


Glasgow, Aug. 19. 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne | 


are playing to solid biz here in the 
new Noel Coward comedy, “Quad- 
rille.” Their acting is generally 
singled out for greater praise than 
the play, which is not out of the 
playwright’s top drawer. They are 
doing a fortnight’s stint at King’s 
Theatre here. Play is in the 1873 
period. with much scope for eye- 


i catching Cecil Beaton decor. 


Pix Biz Changes 


; ’ - + wr ° y , « 
play to New. York for run. 


Piece will move to London and 
the Lunts are expected to take the 





Aussie Exhib Unit Seeks 
Same 257, Rejection On 
Brit. Films as for U.S. 


Cairns, Queensland, Aug. 12. 
Just concluded annual conven- 
tion of key Queensland exhibitors 
here suggested a move to include 
films under the right of 
rejection clause in current con- 


and |tracts that cover U.S. films. Pres 
He | ently, U.S. products carries a 25% 


| ports have 47% 


| prises 


right of rejection in favor of Aus- | 


sie exhibs. British and Australian 
films are exempt from any rejec- 
tion percentage, operating unde! 
a play-on-pay agreement with the 
British distributors. 

For several years there a govern- 
mental edict in force in Aussie 
whereby exhibs are compelled to 
screen a minimum 15% British 
each year. Many exhibitors, its 


| 


| 
| 


| understood, have not kept strictly | 


to this percentage—somewhat of a 


|sore point with distributors of Brit- 
lish. Point raised by exhibs is that 


| 


{ 


the tax system | 


| 
| 





films should be regarded as inter- 
national irrespective of the flag 
tag, and if they are granted the 
right to reject 25% of U.S. films, 
the same right should apply te 
British pix. This year has seen an 
upsurge in the popularity of Brit- 
ish films here, with record biz go- 
ing to several pix. 

British spokesmen claim the ma- 
jority of Aussie exhibs would not 
press for any rejection right. He 
added that there was no need for 
British distributors to do any flag- 
waving about product. 


Diaz Hit in Legit Debut 





| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


1947, the West German film indus- 
try hit a high of 75 features in 
1951. In contrast, East German 
studios were only credited with 
turning out seven in 1946-'47 but 
their peak was a mere 12 pictures 
in 1949. For the current year 
West Germany has eased off to 56 
films released or in production to 
date while the tally for East Ger- 
many is ll. Pre-war Germany, in- 
cidentally, made 99 pictures in 
1938 

An analysis of distribution this 
year shows that Hollywood im- 
of the West Ger- 
man market. Of a total of 430 
pictures in all, some 203 came 
from the U. S. Runner-up com- 
new German product or 
24% and 104 features. ’ 

French studios contributed 32; 
Britain, 26; Austria, 22; Italy, 22; 
Sweden, 22, while another 14 had 
their origin in various other film 
producing countries These _ pic- 
tures saw release through 58 dis- 
tribution companies 

Nine of them principally handle 
new German pix, 10 are primarily 
, concerned with American films, 15 
offer varied product and 22 pre- 
|} sent only German or foreign re- 
issues. 

Statistics compiled by SPIO (top 
organization of the West German 
film industry) reveal that as of 
Dec. 31, 1951, there were 4,547 film 
theatres registered in West Ger- 
many and West Berlin. They had 
a capacity of 1,840,000 seats. In 
addition, there were about 450 mo- 
bile theatres. Admission taxes 
vary from 15 to 30°%. 


Italo Film Prod. Costs 
Soar 337 Since 1950 
But Lower Than France 


Rome, Aug. 12. 

General costs of picture produc- 
tion in Italy are up 20° to 40% 
over last vear or 33° over costs 
in 1950. This claim was made by 
Henry Henigsen, production man- 
ager of Paramount’s “Roman Holi- 
day,” currently being made at the 
Cine-Ci‘ta studios just outside of 
city. Henigsen knows the produc- 
tion setup because he was also 
production manager for “Quo Va- 
dis,” made at the same studios for 
Metro in 1950, and rated somewhat 





*\ of an authority on production of 


American films on foreign soil. 
Last winter he was with “The Devil 


With Mexico City ‘Janus’ Makes Three” in Germany. 


Mexico City, Aug. 12. 
Rosita Diaz, Spanish pic star. 
after making several Mexican 
films, is: making her theatre debut 
at the Colon in Rodolfo Usigli’s 
new play, “Janus Is a Girl,” where 
she’s scored a hit. 
wise all-Mexican. 
Miss Diaz is also mulling doing 
“I Am a Camera” here. She’s now 
an American citizen, living in New 
York where her husband, Dr. Juan 
Negrin, Jr., is a neuro-surgeon. 


seems 








Legit Shows Abroad 


LONDON 


(Week ending August 16) 


(Figures indicate opening date) 
“Affairs of State,” Cambridge (8-21). 
“Albert, R. WN.’ Saville (7-31). 

“Bet Your Life,” Hippodrome (2-18). 
“Bride of Denmark,”” Comedy (8-11). 
“Call Me Madam,” Coliseum (3-15). 
“Deep Bive Sea,” Duchess (3-6). 
“Dial M Murder,” West. (6-19). 
“Excitement,” Casino (3-8). 

“Gay Dog,” Piccadilly (6-12). 

“Globe Revue,” Globe (7-10). 

“Happy Marriage,” Duke York (8-7). 
“tn Chancery,” Art (7-30). 
“Innocents,” Majesty's (7-3). 

“Little Hut,” Lyric (8-23-50). 
“London Laughs,” Adelphi (4-12). 
“Love of Colonels,” Wyn. (5-23-5D. 
“Meet Callahan,” Garrick (5-27). 
“Millionaires.” New (6-30). 

“Paris to Piccadilly,” Pr. Wales (4-15). 
“Relative Vatue,”” Savoy (11-28-51). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” White. (9-12-50). 
“Ranch in Rockies,”” Empress (6-5). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (6-14-50). 
“South Pacific,” Drury Lane (11-1-5D. 
“Step Forward,” Strand (7-30). 
“Sweet Madness,” Vaudeville (5-21). 
“Under Sycamore.” St. James (4-23). 
“Water of Moon,” Haymarket (4-19-5). 
“Winter Journey,” St. James's (4-3). 
“Woman of Twilight,” Vic. Pal. (6-18). 


“Zip Goes a Million.” Palace (10-20-5). 


“Young Eliz.,“ Criterion (4-2). 


IRELAND 

(Week ending August 16) 
“Fourposter,” Arts, Belfast. 
“Gediva Goes Gay,” Empire. Belfast. 
“Constant Wife.” Group, Belfast. 
“King’s Rhapsedy,” Opera H., Belfast. 
“Seventh Veil,” Opera House, Cork. 
“Heme is Here.” Abbey, Dublin 
“School for Wives,”” Gate. Dublin. 








MADRID 


(Week ending August 16) 
“Mother,” Alcazar. 
“Los quatro besos,” Calderon. 
“Momia Formal,” Alvarez. 
“Day Night Madrid,” Comedia. 
“Fourposter, Isabel. 
“Suenos Gloria,” Fuencarral. 
“Helen's Daughters,” Lope de Vega. 
“Copia Andaluza,” Pavon. 
“This Way Spain.” Price. 
“Tanto Tan Calvo,” Reina 
“Piernas de seda,” Zarzuela. 





PARIS 


(Week ending August 9) 


“Amant Par Etage,”” Casino. 
“Chanteur de Mexico,” Chatelet. 
“Dialogues des Carmelites,”” Hebertot. 
“Gay Paris,” Casing de Paris. 
“Lysistrata,” Humour. 

“Marcel,” Bernhardt. 

“Occupe-Toi Minimum,” Palais-Royal. 
“Oncle Vanya,” Theatre de Ppuche. 
“Paris Galent,” Capucines. 
“Puceau,” Ambigu. 

“Violettes Iimperiaies,” Mogador. 
“Vraie Folie,” Folies-Bergere. 


AUSTRALIA 


(Week ending August 9) 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Royal, Sydney. 
“Eolies Beraere,” Tivoli, Sydney. 
“wMediey,” Empire, Sydney. 
“Seaguiis Over Sorrento,” Comedy. Mel 
“Tommy Trinder Show,” Tivoli, Mel. 
“Larger Than Life,” Princess, Mel. 
“Cassine,” Empire, Sydney. 
“Sieeping Princess,” Maj., Melb. 
“Te Dorothy.” Royal, Adel. 
“Take Peek,” Royal. Bris. 
“Don Giovanni,” Maj.. Bris. 





| 
| 


| 





BUENOS AIRES 


(Week ending July 26) 
“Mi Suegra,” Apolo. 
“Las lagrimas tambien,” Ateneo. 
“De Espana Liega,”’ Argentino. 
“Cuando tos Duendos,” Astral. 
“Maruxa,” Avenida. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Casino. 
“Florence est Folle,”’ Cervantes. 
“Brothers Karamazoff,” Colonial. 
“Miguel de Molina,”” Comedia 
“La Lampara Encendida,”” Comico. 
“Israelite,” Corrientes. 
“F.B,” El Nacional. 
“Sepa Nicola,” Marconi. 
“Mariage Figaro,” Odeon. 
“Sombra Querida,” Politeama. 
“Chocolate Soldier,” Pueblo. 
“Celos del Aire,” Empire. 
“Ladroncito,” Splendid. 
“Jezebel,” Lasalle. 
“Vendaval,” San Martin. 
“Hombres en mi Vida,” Smart. 
“Caprices,” Antigone,” Van Riel. 
“"Oies Lienos de Amor,” Vers. 
“La Verdad Eres Tu,” Pat. - 





SCOTLAND 


(Week ending August 16) 
“Quadrilic,” King’s, Glasgow. 
“Husbands Den’t Count,” 
Edinburgh. 

“Half-Past Eight.” Royal, Glasgow, and 
King s. Edinburgh. 

“High Temperature,” Aihambra, Glas 
gow. 


Lyceum 





MEXICO CITY 


(Week ending August 2) 
“The DOvel,” Bellas Artes. 
“Jano is Girt,” Colon. 
"Stork’s Visit.” Ideal. 
“Edward's Sons.” Caracol. 
“The idoi,”” Caballite. 





Cast is other- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Henigsen said there was no spe- 
cific thing that cost more—every- 
thing, inciuding materiais, labor 
and personnel adding io tie higher 
bill. Materials for sets, for ex- 
ample, showed a_ considerable 
surge in costs. 

Rome’s production costs are still 
less than Paris, but Madrid is less 
than in Italy as is Germany. How- 
ever, Madrid production presents 
the time element. It takes so long 
to get anything done there that the 
expenses are piled up while wait- 
ing. Another aspect for superior 
film production in Rome is that in 
the last three years there has been 
a great improvement in all-round 
efficiency. It is possible to rent 
film equipment within a few hours, 
with the latest in lights, cameras 
and various other items. Many 


;sound stages are available at al- 


most any time. Tri-lingual assist- 
ants, experienced in film work, can 
be had for a nominal fee. 

No longer do American com- 
panies pay more for facilities here 
than a local producer would. Costs 
are up, but it is now easier to put 
a picture together than it was in 
the old days (four years ago). An- 


| other reason is that the Italian gov- 


, ures disclose that the 


ernment, eager to create work for 


| their mass of unemployed, is able 


te see its way clear to unfreeze 
some of the American companies’ 
rental coin when the funds are to 
be used for production or co-pro- 
duction. 


Brit. Pix Biz Off $949,200 


London, Aug. 12. 
Official Custom and Excise fig- 
intake for 
film theatres in June was $8,285.200, 





'a drop of $949,200 from the pre- 


ceding month. 
Grosses have registered a steady 


; decline since January. 
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Washington, Aug. 19. 


National Production Authority 
okayed construction projects for 
four drive-ins and one conventional 
theatre over the weekend in its 
latest allotments of material for re- 
mainder of year and beginning of 
1953. 

Star Theatre, at Limestone, 
Maine, was approved for a $10,750 
addition. Blatt Brothers, of Mer- 
cer County Theatre Corp., in 
Wayne Township, Pa., got the nod 
for $13,848 of work on an ozoner. 
The Little Flower Drive-in, at Ot- 
tawa, Ohio, had a $15,000 project 
okayed. Albert Rains, of Houston, 
Texas, won approval for a $50,000 
ozoner: and the Golden Spike 
Drive-In Theatre Corp. received 
the go-ahead on a $29,000 job. 





Judge Okays Late-Hour Ozoner 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 

Judge J. I. Cook of Greene 
County court has ruled that an out- 
door theatre may remain open 
after 11:30 p.m. Decision came out 
of an action brought by Edgar H. 
Johnston and his wife, ‘Frances, 
against Louis Stuler and Durward 
Coe, operators of the Sky-Vue 
Drive-In, adjacent to the Johnston 
farm in Carmichaels. 


The plaintiffs contended that | 


noise from the loudspeakers con- 
stituted a nuisance, but Judge 
Cook ruled that this was negligible 
after one speaker was removed 
and other types of in-car speakers 
were substituted. 





Denver Drive-in Boom 
Denver, Aug. 19. 

New drive-ins are going in ata 
pace faster than at any time since 
the ozoners came to the Denver 
territory. One theatre company Is} 
building at least seven this sum- 
mer, one in each of their towns, 
where they do not have one at 
present. Others are being put in 
towns of very small population. 

A recent installation was in Hud- 
son, with a 200-car capacity. Town | 
has a population of about 300. The 
nearest competition is eight miles, 
but in one direction there is no 
theatre in 35 miles. 

The Black Hills Amusement Co., 
headquartering in Deadwood, S. D., 


this summer is building or will | 


build drive-ins, each with about | 
300-car capacity, in Deadwood, Hot 
Springs, 
Fourche, all in S. D.; Neweastle, 
Wyo., and Gordon and Chadron, 
Neb., with the latter about ready 
for opening. 


NPA Okays Four More Drive-Ins 
As Construction Boom Continues 


ponset Drive-in is being loaned to New York have undertaken insti- | motion picture industry does not have an extensive ste 
| tutional publicity campaigns groov- | gineering and development program.” 


Dorchester Ministerial Assn. Fel- 
lowship for Sunday a.m. religious 
services. throughout the summer. 
| Setup last year for convenience of 
| potential churchgoers, who due to 
physical handicaps or lack of baby- 
sitters find it difficult to attend 





|more conventional services, inno- | 


| vation proved to be very popular. 
| Held rain or shine, services are 
| heard by worshippers via “in car” 
speakers. 





'U.S.-Anglo-Franco 
| Pacts Cue Uncertainty 


In Europe—Ritchey 


| No drastic changes in remittances | 


}or general business conditions on 
ithe continent are seen in the near 
|future by Norton V. Ritchey, 
prez of Monogram International 
|Corp. Just returned from a nine- 
week trip to Britain, France, Ger- 
many amd Holland, he pointed out 
|in New York this week that atten- 
|dance has been good but noted 
|there’s a bit of uncertainty due to 
the fact that new Franco-American 
|and Anglo-American film agree- 
ments are as yet to be concluded. 


Although Britain is the best film 
market per capita in the world, 
| Ritchey declared that an unusually 
| hot summer in that country has af- 
|fected the b.o. to some extent. 
| While in London the Monogram- 
| Allied Artists foreign chief con- 
iferred with officials of Associated 
| British-Pathe in regard to produc- 
tion and distribution arrangements 
| between the companies. Second 
picture under the joint Mono-ABP 
film-making program, he said, will 
probably roll by October. 


Ritchey also revealed that Mono- 
gram is contemplating distribution 
of some German-language pictures 
in the U. S. market providing the 


films shape up as suitable for | 
These fea- | 


American audiencess 
tures would come from Europa 


Filmverleih, a production-distribu- | 
tion company formed in Hamburg | 


last year by German banking in- 


terests, Lux Film of Rome, Asso- | 


ciated British Pathe and Monogram 
International. 

Filmverleih, said Ritchey, has 
started its third German picture 


Sturgiss and _ Belle|on an annual program that envi- 


sions completion of six to eight 
films. Those already in the can 
have been shipped to the U. S. for 


@inspection by Monogram officials. 


Joe Sikes opened his new Stock-""Tn event they’re deemed okay for 


ade, 250-car capacity, at Chadron, 


drive-in at Tatum. M. i. | subsidiary, Stratford Pictures Corp. 


| 
Walter Houser, owner of the! 
LaFay, Lafayette, Colo., and Car-| 
men Romano, owner of the Rex, | 
Louisville, Colo., teamed and will | 
build a 250-car drive-in between 
the two towns. 
U. A. Kane putting in a 500-car | 
drive-in at Las Cruces, N. M. 
Tom Murphy opened his 330-car | 
Trail drive-in at Clayton, N. M. 





Des Moines’ Biggest Ozoner 
Des Moines, Aug. 19. 

Construction has started on the 
fourth and largest drive-in here in 
the Capitol, located a_ half-mile 
north of the city limits on Highway 
69. Owners of the $150,000 project 
are Lloyd Hirstine, Kansas City, 
Mo., who will manage the theatre; 
Homer Strowig, Abiline, Kans., 
and Clarence Schultz. 

Drive-in is being built on a 19- 
acre tract and will accommodate 
700 cars. Ramps to handle 300 
more cars will be built as soon as 
materials are available. In addition, 
there will be a concrete patio with 
200 chairs for walk-ins. 





New Orleans Drive-In 
Omaha, Aug. 19. 

Golden Spike, newest drive-in 
opened in preview showing be- 
cause decorations were not com- 
pleted. Big spot on western edge 
of city has 850-car capacity and has 
100 seats for other patrons who 
drop in from numerous motels 
nearby Spot attracted much at- 
tention with its railroad decora- 
tions. Jack and Sidney Epstein 
theatre and real estate men. are 
operators, with latter managing. 
With two more ozoners planned, 
the city then would have seven 
drive-ins. 





Ozoner’s Sabbath Ser: ’ 
Boston, Aug. 19. 


For the second succe-siv: r 


the Michael Redstone-owned Ne- | 


With Monogram already engaged 
in a joint production program with 


Associated British, Ritchey dis- | 


closed that the company would like 
to promote similar arrangements 
with its distributors in other ter- 
ritories. Such a venture was being 
considered with the Shochiku Co. 
of Japan but it’s been temporarily 
abandoned due to inability to hit 
/upon a suitable story. 











‘M s . 5 s 
ovietime’ Drive 
aan continued from page 4 jee 


bia, Dore Schary of* Metro, Y. 
Frank Freeman of Paramount, 
Darryl F. Zanuck of 20th-Fox, Jack 
L. Warner of Warner Bros., Wil- 
liam Goetz of UI, C. J. Tevlin of 
RKO and Jack Baker of Republic. 

Coast , coordinating committee 
for ‘“Movietime, USA” tours is 
faced with the immediate task of 











Neb | American filmgoers the pix will be | 
Sk Sieaheie building a 350-car | "eleased through Mono’s art film | 


N.Y. Exhib Assns. 
Acquaint Public On 


Pair, of exhib associations in 


led to acquaint the public with the 


| upbeat in business. Objective is | Picture and Television Engineers, the subject of three-dime 
_to counteract the dispensers of 


gioom. 

| Few weeks back the Independent 
| Theatre Owners Assn. informed 
the Gotham dailies, via a formal 


| press handout, that indie theatre | 


biz is running 11% above last year’s 
level. In the past week, the Met- 
ropolitan Motion Picture Theatres 
Assn. announced that grosses at 
| the nabes and Broadway showcases 
bave been spiraling. MMPTA 
played up the point that Holly- 
wood’s, planning of diversified 
product has begun “to bear fruit 
against competition of outdoor en- 
| tertainment and the other usual at- 
tractions available to the public in 
the summer.” 

Exhib orgs seldom make an- 
nouncements on business which 
are designed to reach the public. 
In N. Y. it was felt, however, that 
some measures must be adopted to 
depict the industry as being far 
from falling apart under economic 
strain. 


| JULY FILM DIVVIES 
OFF TO $3,194,00 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Film industry dividends for the 
'month of July came to $3,194,000, 
'a decline from the $3,506,000 fig- 
|ure for July, 1951, U. S. Depart- 
| ment of Commerce reported today 
(Tues.). 
| For the first seven months of 
| this year, the stockholders’ melon 
| totalled $16,850,000, a dive from 
| the $18,569,000 for the same 


period of 1951. Reason July eased 
off, Commerce points out, is be- 
cause three large companies paid 
their stockholders less. 

United Paramount 








Theatres’ 


dividends of $1,633,000 was $17,-| 
000 less. 20th, which paid $31,000 | 


on preferred stock last year, re- 
called the stock and had no divi- 
dends to pay in 1952. 
| paid stockholders $1,405,000, or 
$166,000 under the preceding year. 

Commerce Department reminds 
that the public-reported dividends 
in an industry are generally about 
60 to 65% of all dividends in that 
industry. 


10% Biz Upheat 


|\_Es Continued from page 3 Gomme 


























|counting for good biz now is the 
reaction to the lengthy heat wave 
| suffered in July. Apparently some 
prosrsbege priyem demand built up 
| during that time, when people were 
;/more intent on seashore or resort 
‘than filmeries. 


| Current upbeat is not creating 
ithe enthusiasm among pic execs 
that similar—although less _pro- 
}nounced — improvements in biz 
| created last year and the year be- 
fore. When fall came and the big 
| video shows resumed, the increases 
didn’t hold up. Aside from better 
product, industryites have not rea- 
son to believe things will be differ- 
ent this year. 


{ 














New French Union | 


=——_—_—_—_= Continued from page 7 n | 








lining up names for five areas. | 


Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations, which handles the New 
| York and field work, has accepted 
commitments for. definite dates 
from that many territories. 

Initial fall tour will start in the 
Indianapolis area Sept. 7. That 
will be followed by Denver Sept. 
14, Boston Sept. 21, St. Louis Sept. 
28 and Charlotte Oct. 9. Addi- 
tional dates are expected to pile in 
within the next few weeks. 

The Hollywood coordinators will 
have a much easier time than last 
year, when many of the tours were 
compressed into a single week. New 
they are being carefully spread out, 
although there may be more than 
one a week if schedules demand 
it. However, by the diversity of 
dates it is hoped to avoid squawks 
by area committees that they 
weren't getting bigger names. 


additional income would not be 
sufficient to pay for them and the 
industry would be in even more 
trouble than now. 


Political differences that were 
_ behind the new union organization 
‘also contributed to the _ recent 
shelving of Mfchel Fourre-Corm- 
eray as director of the govern- 
ment’s, National Centre of Cinema. 
Fourre-Cormeray was deposed 
mainly because of his inability to 
keep Commie influences out of the 
| film setup. He now has the title 
of honorary director of the Centre. 

Jacques Flaud, who took ‘over 
Aug. 4 as his successor, is opposed 
by certain factions of the industry 
as being reactionary and because 
of his activity as a member of 
the censorship board, which they 
Say caused aesthetic and moral 
i harm to French quality production. 


| 
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Upped Status of Biz 


Warners | 


Wednesday, Au t 
20, 1988 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


In a comprehensive survey of three-dimensiona] 
pects of stereoscopic photography, John A. Norling 
Studios, industrial film producers, declares in a s 
| the Journal of the Photographic Society of Ame 





films and 9 

ther a 
of Louks & Norling 
erles of articles in 
rica, that the “Vac 
TeOScopic, en. 





; Occasionally, Norling says, at meetings of the Society. of Moti 
. ™40Uon 

is introduced, and although there is tremendous response ene films 
4to advance the medium. Norling states that the art of when. Is done 
“sex appeal” but that it seems to have escaped the attention don nas 
lost of 


| the people in Hollywood. 
Although major studios haven’t shown much interest in thre 

'Sional films, indie producer Arch Oboler will unveil thic rt 
made in the process. Film requires the use of polaroid ol: 
obtain the three-dimensional effect, but it is the belies of mani , 

the major studios put their vast resources behind a research See if 
eventual development of three-dimensional pix would be mia om, 
out the use of spectacles. Another method set for public Gaeier 
the Cinerama process. However, this is not a true three-dim aan 
| effect, giving rather an illusion of depth. wenglonal 
Norling cites the tremendous success of stereo films called “Audi 

| scopiks,” which were released by Loew’s in 1935. He says they ute. 
|to be the most successful short subjects ever issued, winning aan 
domestic acceptance, but unprecedented play in the foreign field, ' 


imen- 
a film 
iSSe@s to 








| That the title of 20th-Fox’s “Snows of Kilimanjaro” may ham er th 
| film’s full b.o. potential is advanced by Robert A. Wile. executive po 
|retery of the Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio, in a letter to 2th 
distribution chief Al Lichtman. “Several exhibitors in this state” j 
wrote, “have asked me to convey to you their apprehension over the 
boxoffice possibilities of ‘Snows,’ because of the picture's title. 

“It is felt that people will not go to see a picture whose name they 
cannot pronounce. They hope that you will see fit to change this title 
| before the picture is released. The exhibitors who have talked to me 
| about this do not dispute the possibility that the picture is excellen 

it is the title alone that worries them. Some of them point to ‘Scare 
| mouche’ as a recent example of a title hurting a picture.” 

Replying to Wile’s letter in Lichtman’s absence, assistant sales head 
W. C. Gering admitted that the tag of the Ernest Hemingway bestseller 
is an “odd title, but it is a very famous one.” To strike a reassuring 
|note, he pointed out that “our New York executives including Mr 
| Skouras and Mr. Lichtman have seen the picture in California. Both 
of. these gentlemen are sure the title is just right, the picture is great 
and it is good news to the whole picture business that ‘Snows’ will bea 
huge boxoffice success this fall .. .” 





With no pix bites yet, it looks very much like Edna Ferber’s new 
novel, “Giant,”? may not sell to Hollywood. If so, it will be the author's 
, first major work to escape reeling. Her previous novels have included 
| “Cimarron,” “Show Boat,” “So Big,” “Come and Get It” and “Saratoga 
| Trunk,” all of which became films. 
| Story is currently being serialized in The Ladies Home Journal and 
|is the October Book-of-the-Month Club selection. Miss Ferber’s attor- 
|ney, Morris Ernst, who is agenting the property for her, hasn't offi- 
| cially submitted it to the studio story departments yet, but they've 
| virtually all covered it by normal underground methods. Yarn is lo 
| caled-in Texas—a state which Miss Ferber obviously doesn't like. It’s 
created quite a bit of editorial reaction there, including one comment 
that “All novelists should be shot at 60; Miss Ferber is 65.” 





Samuel Goldwyn office in New York this week found itself linked 
|with the series of vice raids making the Gotham headline Among 
| the suspects nabbed was a man who identified himself as an actor and 
|claimed he had a role in Goldwyn’s “Kid From Brooklyn.” He said 


his name is Richard Short but also is known as Wallace 

Wire services and local dailies put in quick calls to the Goldwyn 
| office Monday (18) and all got the same reply: “We never heard of 
|him.” There was nothing in the files on the film, lensed in 1946, show 
ing a connection with anyone named Short or Wallace. The dailies 
| were very circumspect in pinpointing that. 





Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times film critic, in the paper's magazine 
section Sunday (17) named 10 foreign pictures made over the past # 
|years that he “best remembers and most admires.” His “purely per 
| sonal and arbitrary” list includes “Quo Vadis” (Italy—1913), “Potem- 
| kin” (Russia—1926), “Variety” 4Germany—1926), “A Nous La Liberte | 
| (France—1931), “M” (Germany—1933), “La Kermesse Heroique” 
| (France—1936); “Grand Illusion” (France—1933), “In Which We Serve 
aan ane “Open City” (Italy—1946) and “Bicycle Thief” (Italy— 
| 1949). 


| ‘RKO is now about $7,000 ahead on the contract it signed with John 
, Barrymore, Jr., April 1, although he has yet to appear in a picture for 
| the studio. He’s on a $250 salary and studio paid him approximately 
| $8,000 for the one job he’s done since then, » Neaneut to Republic for 
“Thunderbirds.” RKO, however, received $20,000 from Republic a 
all, RKO has paid Barrymore about $13,000 to date. Thesp current) 
|is in Paris for 10 weeks of study. Studio okayed the trek and Wi 
keep him on salary during his absence. 


| Effective with its September issue, Coronet mag inaugurales 
method of suggesting “best” films of the month to its readers. ID" ; 
| of relying upon selections of its own board of review, the publicale 

| will have an “outstanding” member of the picture industry oe be 
| choice. Short profile of the guest reviewer will be included under > 
|new format. Guest for September is indie producer Stanley Krame. 
|His recommendations are Warners’ “Where’s Charley?” and 
| Disney’s “Robin Hood.” 





a ne vel 
Instead 





Filming of Metro’s “Dangerous When Wet” has been complicated MY 
one replacement after another. Charlotte Greenwood replaces, ae 
Merkel, who originally replaced Marjorie Main, as Esther vs to 
|mother. Role of her father, intended for George Murphy, a to 
| William Demarest. Jack Carson drew the part formerly — ned 
|James Whitmore, and Barbara Whiting is doing the role first -_— 


to Debbie Reynolds and later to Kay Brown. 














It was Benedict Bogeaus Pictures, Inc., not Benedict Bogeaus ve 
_ductions, Inc., that filed a petition in Los Angeles Federal ‘ a 
week to prevent creditors from taking action against My noe 
Brother” until the film shows a profit. First-mentioned firm Is 2 pra 
picture company, entirely separate from Benedict Bogeaus Procus 

| which has been doing business for a dozen years. 
























. - pprta to be 
“High Noon,” on the basis of business to date, appears €"’ am artists 


|producer Stanley Kramer’s biggest grosser. The wanes narkety 
|release looks sure to do $2,500,000 or better in the domesti< wer 
‘compared with “Home of the Brave,” also UA, the previous 

| with $2,200,000. 
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Kong, ‘Robin, 
Fear’ Set Pace 
For RKO Spurt 


With its recent produet proving 
a healthy b.o. draw, there is sub- 
stantial optimism at RKO that its 
financial structure at the end of 
the year will be much firmer than 
the $334,627 »rofit on the books at 
the end of 1951. 

Upbeat trend really got rolling 
with the reissue of “King Kong,” 
which amazed industryites by its 
unique pulling power. Coin on the 
reissue is coming in fast, too, since 


pic was p'ayed off quickly with sat- | 


uration regional showings. 

About the same time, Walt Dis- 
ney’s “The Story of Robin Haod,” 
which RKO is releasing, was also 
proving a strong coin collector. 
Continuing RKO’s upward trend is 
the recent release of the Joseph 


Kaufman indie production, “Sud- | 
Joan Craw-| 


den Fear,” starring 
ford. Pic, in opening weeks in 
New York and Chicago, gave in- 
dications of being one of the com- 
pany’s biggest money makers of 
the vear. In Gotham, it racked up 
$61,000 for its first week, biggest 
gross at Loew’s State in many 
months, with extra shows needed 
to handle the crowds. In Cleveland, 
“Fear” did a hot $18,000 for the 
first stanza. 


Company also feels it has an- 
other winner in “The. Big Sky,” 
which had _ successive weeks of 
35,000 and $24,000 in its Chicago 
de>ut. Take was cut down some- 
wat because of the length of the 
p:c—it runs 140 minutes—which 
reduced the number of shows. 
“Sky” bowed yesterday (Tues.) at 
the Criterion, N. Y. 


RKO’s great problem in recent 
months has been a dearth of prod- 
uct, a situation the company has 
been rapidly amending by taking 
on indie films. Latter, combined 
with the increasing flow of studio- 
made films, is helping the outfit 
to present a stronger and continu- 
ous product array. 














‘King Kong’ | 


Continued from page 3 








ter. Depinet reportedly feels that 
it would mean ruination of the 
company, since it would certainly 
set off such bitter exhib reaction 
that the distributing organization 
would have an almost impossible 
time peddling current product. 

Depinet returned to New York 
over the weekend from a lengthy 
Stay on the Coast. It is understood 
the possibility of the Chesler sale 
was one of the things keeping 
him there. He also was reportedly 
attempting to line up new prod- 
uct to carry the company beyond 
the present 11-pic backlog in the 
can. 

Surprise gross on “King Kong” 
points up the problem facing all 
companies and all prospective pur- 
chasers of film backlogs. That is 
how to evaluate or set a price on 
a flock of old pix. A few films 
that have been completely written 
off and virtually forgotten about 
can suddenly be pulled out of the 
stockpile and earn a fortune. That 
always leaves the question as to 
how many other such pix would 
be contained in any vaultful. 


Exhibs Wary 


Continued from page 3 














tion, will be “pyre-released” at a 
limited number of houses in key 
cities beginning early in October. 
This sales method usually means 
higher-priced tickets. 
_ Samuel Goldwyn’'s “Hans Chris- 
tian Andersen,” RKO release, is 
being eyed '- 
sions possibility. 
In many cases exhibs, while 
averse to the principle of bigger 
prices for some films, 
might go for the policy with less 
hesitation if the boost in price is 
limited to 10-to-1l5c. 
tial increases hurt grosses for the 


pic which immediately follows the | 


tit'ed-s-ale picture. they add. 


Distribs are enjoined by court) 


decree from insisting on higher 
tariffs. The  theatremen State 
though, that hefty rental demands 
by the film companies mean the 
scales must be raised for them. the 
exhibs, to come up with a profit. 


an advanced-admis- 


say they | 


But substan- | 


Dieterle Preps ‘Saul’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
First indie production by Wil- 


j liam Dieterle will be “King Saul,” 


to be filmed in Jerusalem and 
other Biblical cities with Israeli 
financial backing. Yigal Mossen- 
son, Israeli playwright, is doing 
the script, based on an adaptation 
of the Old Testament story. 

Deaf has no connection with 
Dieterle’s four-picture contracts 
with Columbia and Paramount. 








| 
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Free Streetcar Rides, 
| Gratis Film Tickets 
| In Mpls. Ballyhoo Plan 


Minneapolis, Aug. 19. 

Loop theatres, merchants and 

the Minneapolis St. Railway Co. 
are originating a plan this week of 
offering the public, free streetcar 
| rides into the loop, with free thea- 
|tre tickets as bait. 
From 7 to 9 p.m. each Thursday, 
j}anyone wishing to travel into the 
|loop boards a streetcar and pays 
no fare. Rather, he gets from the 
conductor a numbered pamphlet 
explaining the plan. And in all 
|loop theatres, 1,000 numbers will 
be posted in lobbies, to be changed 
|each week. The lists of numbers 
are the same in all theatres. And 
|if the pamphlet number appears 
|on the list, the bearer is admitted 
to the theatre free, and he can pick 
je theatre of his choice. 

Stores cooperate by remaining 
| open until 9 p.m. Similar late 
}closing hours on Monday nights at 
|one time was considered a spur 
to theatre business on those nights 
because shoppers would drop in 
for a show after their tour of stores. 

The free-rider doesn’t get by 
completely untouched. He must 
| pay the standard streetcar fare for 
his ride home. 

Plan is hoped to be of benefit to 
three different businesses suffering 
from recent influences. Crowded 
|loop parking has hurt stores, and 
|growth of suburban centers—Day- 
|ton’s, the city’s largest department 
|store, lately announced a deluxe 
| branch to be built in suburban 
Edina—hasn’t helped stores, while 
it has helped motorists’ nerves. 
Streetcar company has been in 
| trouble for some years and is cur- 
rently battling to make changes, 
|including switch to buses, which 
will enable it to stay alive. No-fare 
policy on Thursday nights will 
apply also to its bus lines. 


PAR INVITING OFFERS 
FOR ITS ASTORIA LAB 


. Paramount is understood ready 
to entertain offers for its labora- 
tory in Astoria, Long Island. Origi- 
nally built as an adjunct to the 
company’s studio there, lab in re- 
cent years has been used only for 
film storage. Studio has been taken 
over by the Army for making of 
training films. 

Par also has a lab in England 
which it is not using and is ready 
to sell’ if it gets the right offer. 
Company recently unloaded film 
processing facilities on the Coast 
to the former head of its lab op- 
| erations there. 


| 
SWC Suit Vs. Majors, 


On Red Firings, to Trial 


| Long-pending suit filed against 
|the principal film companies by 
_the Screen Writers Guild and cer- 
tain of its members is now sched- 
| uled to come to trial in New York 
| Federal Court shortl¥ after Oct. 6. 

Instituted four years ago and 
often postponed, the action 
| charges a conspiracy by the film 
outfits via their agreement to fire 
|so-called “unfriendly’ witnesses 
'who appeared before the House 
| Un-American Activities Commit- 
;tee. An injunction, but no dam- 
ages, is asked. 


| 
} 

















Cut Jersey Ad Rate 
| In Concesh to Exhibs 


Continuing its drive to obtain 
the same ad rates in newspapers as 
local retail stores, the film indus- 
try has received an important con- 
,cession in New Brunswick, N. J. 

In a deal arranged between RKO” 
Theatres and the New Brunswick 
Home News, the newspaper has 
agreed to drop its local film rate 
from $1.65 per column inch to 
$1.55. New rate applies to local 
motion picture advertising and 
does not clfmage the rate for other 
j types of amusements, 


Ist-Run Policy Test By 
4 Jersey Ozoners Lifts 
B.0., But Costs Also Rise 


A first-run policy at four Jersey 
drive-ins that began July 27 has 
not been in effect long enough to 
mak. true appraisal of its values, 
according to James J. Thompson 
whose Eastern Drive-In Circuit op- 


erates the Totowa and Paramus 
ozoners on Route 6 and Route 4, 
respectively. Other two outdoor 
theatres in on the experiment are 
Phil Smith’s Route 6 Drive-In, east 
of Paterson, and the S-3 Drive-In, 
in Rutherford. 


Shift from subsequent-run to 
fresher product was made with 
RKO’s “Clash By Night” followed 
by “Robin Hood,” “King Kong” 
and the current “Wild Heart,” all 
from the same distrib. Deal with 
RKO, which evolved from a “meet- 
ing of the minds,” called for eon- 
secutive bookings of six films from 
the company. Still to come are 
“Macao” and “Sudden Fear.” 

New policy, said Thompson, has 
beth advantages and disadvantages. 
“The booxffice is up,” he added, 
“but so is the cost of the product 
and advertising. Good weather 
has helped business in the last few 
weeks. Meantime, however, we in- 
tend to weigh ail the aspects.” 

So far the RKO first-run pix 
have opened at Totowa and Route 
6, then have gone to S-3 and Pa- 
ramus on a moveover._ Tariff is 
65c per person at all times. 

Curiously, “Clash by Night” was 
advertised as “exclusive”’ first-run 
by both the drive-ins and Charlie 
Moss’ Lee Theatre, a conventional 
house in nearby Fort Lee, N. J. 
Latter had the- picture day-and- 
date with the ozeners. Moss mini- 
mized the ozoner competition since 
he felt they were not close enough 
to attract any of his trade. The 
outdoor theatres vary from seven 
to 12 miles distance from Fort Lee. 








‘Streamline’ Test 


Continued from page 5 








its own inspection of films when 
they are returned by exhibs, and 
its own storing and shipping, it 
would all be done by a single 
agency in a central building. This 
would save handling and shipping 
costs by more efficient use of per- 
sonnel and permit branch offices 
eventually to shuck off their leases 
on present expensive buildings. 


Alfred W. Schwalberg, v.p., in 
charge of distribution for Para- 
mount, is chairman of the sales- 
managers committee and a leading 
proponent of consolidation. His 
plea that the time for longwinded 
study is over—and “the way to 
Start is to start’—found sympathy 
with other execs at last week’s ses- 
sion, 

Not all of the distribution top- 
pers are in favor of the streamiling 
move by a long sight. However, 
the project moved much closer to 
actuality in that everyone ex- 
pressed willingness to be shown 
that it could save coin and thus 
favored selecting a city and mak- 
ing a test. 


One of the suggestions for hous- 
ing the central inspection and 
shipping depot in New York was 
Paramount’s lab in Astoria, Long 
Island. It is no longer in use, it 
has plenty of vault space and it is 
available. 


| 


Lots Simpler 


This is a lot simpler project now 
than when originally discussed be- 
cause of the fact that non-inflam- 
mable film stock has come into 
general use in the past 18 months. 
Central depots would no longer 
have to be expensive-to-build 
vault-laden A-1 fireproof brick 
buildings. Fact that all present ex- 
changes are of such construction 
is one of the things that makes 
rental on them so expensive—and 
unnecessarily so now. 

Schwalberg also sees consolida- 
tion making possible greater ef- 
ficiency and better service to ex- 
hibs in non-exchange cities. While 
it is too extravagant now for in- 
dividual companies to put up in- 
spection and trans-shipping depots 
in various non-exchange centres, it 
would be perfectly feasible on a 
consolidated basis. 


“Why,” asks Schwalberg, “should 
film from Columbus have to be 
shipped every night to Cincinnati 
and then shipped back a day or so 
later. The whole operation could 
| be done much more efficiently in 
i Columbus if we had a depot there.” 





Amusement Stock Quotations 


For the Week Ending Tuesday (19) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues, 


“Sees, mee Low Clone cast 

N. ¥. Stock Exchange for week 
A uw WS ued eae ¥en Ctr ee 95% 93% 914 
OT 6 6 os Boek veces ae 35 34 3314 
CR sks cccenciescys 3% 3% _) 
Col. Pie... 2. Cheb cesecee a3 12% 12% 1234 Py: 
Decca....... ,eccccccces 2008 914 834 9 e.. 
Eastman Kodak ........,. 147 4614 4514 oa sa 
Loew's sesccccccess 268 13% 13 13% _;! 
Paretewt.... cicsocveccse § WB 2558 2434 247% ° 
ee cocescoccece Oe 324% 31 3114 ; 
a ae cwcsvease ae 26 25% 255 ‘ 
REO Pictwres....ccccccces tka 4 37% 4 
RKO Theatres........+.. 131 33% 3% 314 
Republic ...... csesescoes 23 3% 35% 34 
ee ae 4 10% 9% 10% “4 
20th-Fox savavencsones Jie 1612 16 1614 % 
Un. Par. Th..ccccecssccces 129 1414 1334 137% 4 
WE. ta dgotecedcsten... Oe 12% 12% 123% alls 
eee Oe 62 62 62 
Ly cous OL 13 1234 1272 mm i 
eee re cove 936 7612 74 7414 —114 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
De: Mee 2 So a 48 16 1514 1514 
Monogram...... Corecess 35 3% 3 3 os tf 
TOC ob. 6 Db ks ded 5 22 2158 215% a 1h 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Cinecolor erccostecscess | lig 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe)........+.. 35% 4\4 
UA. Theatres » nei iieweies ceeceee 45% 55g OK 
WURIG DURES be. ip tah asad ei ee 738 81% 

(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus 


& Co.) 








KOGOD-BURKA SELL 
D.C. CHAIN TO KIN 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Fred Kogod and Max Burka have 
announced the sale of their inter- 
ests in the K-B circuit of six D. C. 
area theatres to Marvin Goldman 
and Fred Burka. Fred Burka is 
the son of Max Burka and Gold- 
man is Kogod’s son-in-law. 

Houses involved are the Ontario, 
MacArthur, Apex, Naylor, Langley 
and Flower, all modern nabes ex- 
cept the large Ontario which al- 
though in a nabe location, bids for 
and plays first-run films in the 
Washington area. Understood the 
deal involves leasing and operating 
of the houses and not ownership of 
the real estate, which will continue 
with the older men. 

A 25% interest in the Langley 
and Flower was sold to Goldman 
by Frank Boucher a few months 
ago, when Boucher severed his con- 
nection with the K-B chain of 
which ke had been general mana- 
ger for several years. 

Kogod and Max Burka have been 
exhibitors in Washington for near- 
iy 30 years and are also large 
holders of real estate. 





Sol Lesser, Nassours 


Team for Jungle Pix 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Sol Lesser, William and Edward 
Nassour have partnered in Jungle 
Adventure Pictures, Inc., which 
will turn out a series of femme 
Tarzan pix for RKO release, one 
annually. Tagged “Sheena, Queen 
of the Jungle,” first pic starts 


Oct. 15. Nassour brothers will 
produce. 
Lesser, who returned several 


weeks ago from two-month trip 
abroad, brought with him prints of 
six foreign films he’s interested in 
releasing domestically. 





WB Theatres Cuts Down 
In Chi in Office Shifts 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Warner Theatres here is reduc- 
ing its operations, moving the 
major part of the midwest office 
work to Milwaukee and other 
cities. 

Al Koval, head of the circuit 
here will headquarter in Milwau- 
kee, taking a booker and other 
employees there. Charles Wheeler 
and Alex Halperin will remain in 
Chigago, according to present 
plans, along with one booker. Al 
Weinberg, veteran head of adver- 
tising and publicity for the chain, 
is leaving, with no replacement 
named as yet. 


Pix as Nitery Draw 


San Antonio, Aug. 19. 
Tommy Scrivano, owner-operator 
of the Steeplechase, local cocktail 
lounge, has installed a motion pic 
screen for nightly showing of 
sports events, short subjects and 





——_—_—____. 


Conflicting Meet Costs 


TOA Plenty of Moola 
In Tradeshow Space 


Skedding of the Theatre Owners 
of America national convention 
next month in confict with another 
group’s meeting appears to be 
costing the theatre outfit a wallet 
ful of coin via lost sales in trade 
show booth space. TOA’s conclave 
is set for Sept. 14-18 in Washing 
ton, or the same time when the 
National~ Automatic Merchandis- 
ing Assn. holds its annual conven- 
tion in Chi. 

Coinmachine distribs and manv- 
facturers, and others in that field, 
who normally take space for ex- 
hibits at theatre association meet- 
ings, will be tied up with the 
NAMU sessions. Consequently, 
TOA is losing out. 

Theatre outfit, which originally 
had the equivalent of 100 booths 
to peddle, is still left about 40 un 
sold, at about $350 each. Also col- 
tributing to the deficit is the lack 
of interest by theatre television 
dealers and makers this year. They 
bought a hefty chunk of floor space 
at theatre conventions last year 
and the year previous. 

Mitchell Wolfson, TOA prez, met 
with the convention committee 
last week in D. C. to go over all 
plans for the four-day get-together. 
Joining in the huddles were exe¢ 
director Gael Sullivan, general 
counsel Herman Levy, press direc 
tor Dick Pitts, and Howard Bryant, 
service coordinator. 


Seeley-Fields to Pitt 
On ‘Somebody’ P.As 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 
Blossom Seeley and _ Benny 
Fields made Pittsburgh their I 
tial stop last week on a month-long 
barnstorming trip tied in with Par's 
Betty Hutton picture, “Somebody 
Loves Me,” which is the life story 

the couple. 
ah which will take them into 
a dozen cities or more preceese 
the preem of “Somebody” 'n & 
cago Sept. 5, was put together " 
Jerry Pickman, Par pub-ad head, 
in New York. He accompanie 
Fields and Miss Seeley ‘° pier 
burgh. They came here ‘0 4 
an appearance before the 100 os 

managers in Moe Silver's zone W 















had assembled for a pep wonder 
before the annual ool 
drive. Exploitation junket : t - 
here 01 in, however, will Dé 


charge of Par’s field men 


Col Credit Union Tops 
$1,000,000 in Assets 


Hollywood, Aus. 19 








comedies. 
It’s proving popular with pa- 





trons. 


\ individuals. 


Over the top went the Colume 
Pictures Federal Credit ¢ mg 
first studio credit group (0 ©". 
$1,000,000 in assets. Organization ve 
headed by Bert Lea as pres’ 
and W. R. Livingston as nee 

Organized in 1938, it has * i, 
of 1,250 members, all ‘0 


issued 16241 


employees, and has_ 
amounting to $6,500,000 
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Justice Dept. In 
Exhib Huddles 
Over 16m Suit 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Justice Department and exhib- 
itors got together last week in the 
first huddle to explore the 16m 
antitrust suit and its probable ef- 
fects on the theatreowners. 

Exhibitor spokesmen made clear 
to Antitrust Division officials that 
they felt the suit was unfair and 
the relief sought was impractical. 
They emphasized that they would 
be the real sufferers in this action, 
rather than the large distributors. 


Justice Department officials, ex- 
pressed sympathy, said they would 
try not to do anything harmful to 
indie exhibitors, but asserted that 
the suit would go on. 

Attending for the exhibitors 
were Mitchell Wolfson, Theatre 
Owners of America prexy; Si H. 


Fabian, chairman of the TOA ex- | 


ecutive committee; Herman Levy, 
TOA general counsel; Harry 
Brandt, of the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners of America, and Eman- 
uel Frisch, of Metropolitan Motion 
Picture Theatre Assn. 

They conferred with Newell 
Clapp, acting chief of the Anti- 
trust Division; and his aides, Victor 
H. Kramer, Perry Epps and George 
M. Shueller. 


Pix Turn to Choirs 
For Added Musical 
Background Impact 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Widespread public acceptance of 
choir work in the recording field 
has cued a new Hollywood trend— 
use of choral backgrounds in both 
musical films. As a result, the com- 
parative handful of experienced 
choral singers on the Coast are 

enjoying boomtime employment. 


Probably the town’s biggest sin- 
gle employer of choristers is Nor- 
man Luboff, choir director at War- 
ners and for the NBC airer “The 
Railroad Hour.” He uses groups 
regularly on the Gordon MacRae- 
starring radio program, on Colum- 
bia recordings and in a growing 
—— of pix at the Burbank stu- 

io. 

“Vocal arrangements,” Luboff 
explained, “frequently provide a 
tonal effect that cannot be achieved 
by instruments alone. As a result, 
many recording artists insist on 
working with a choral background, 
and more and more studios are 
utilizing voice groups to imple- 
ment the instrumental background 
score,” 

One of the biggest choral jobs 
in a considerable period is that un- 
dertaken by Luboff for Warners’ 
upcoming “Miracle of Our Lady 
of Fatima.” Tint drama utilizes a 
choir of 65 voices to underline the 
spiritual theme of the film. Music 
is authentic Christian sacred music. 
Luboff followed that job with a se- 
ries of arrangements of Hebrew 
liturgical music for the choir used 
in the remake of “The Jazz Singer.” 

Musicals, of course, provide the 
most fertile field for the re-discov- 
ered choral groups. Massed chorus- 
es occupy key positions in such 
films as “The Desert Song,” “Back 
to Broadway,” “April in Paris” and 
“About Face.” 

However, Luboff pointed out, 








there appears to be little likeli- | 


hood that the use of choirs will 
follow the usual Hollywood cycle 
of reaching a quick peak and then 
declining. 

“Public interest in choirs has al- 
Ways been high,” Luboff pointed 
out. “The current interest in choral 
groups in films is merely a result 
of a growing studio awareness of 
that. interest,” 

Tremendous number of choral 
£roups around the country, he add- 
ed, would indicate that pix will find 
it beneficial to keep choral par- 
ticipation in films at a fairly high 


level. 
a 
Flacks Sue Moorehead 


Los Angeles 
Aznes Moor geves, Aug. 19. 
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‘ehead was sued in | Rogers 


Hollywood Waking Up 
oe a 
With Great Pix, Schine 
e ~_* 
Tells Chain Convention 
Albany, Aug. 19. 

Hollywood, having stripped it- 
self of the fat that accumulated 
during its lush war years, is now 
giving exhibitors films that “are 
great not only in quality but in 
variety ... our pictures are better 
today than they ever were, . and 
they are still going to get better. 
This was the message delivered to- 
day ‘Tues) by J. Myer Schine, 
president of Schine Theatres, Inc.., 
at the opening of its first conven- 
tion in 11 years. One hundred 
twenty-five are ‘attending. 


< i in the Ten Eyck Ho-| : 
Speaking in | Daily Mirror (Hearst) on Monday 


tel—Schine-owned — Schine fixed 
1951 as the year when producers 
started to wake up to the fact that 
economic conditions precluded the 
expenditure of “millions that were 
not necessary.” 

“There was no chance to save the 
business except by actual work,” 
Schine continued. “‘Oldtime stars 
who had slipped were let out; other 
stars sold their horses; everybody 
started to work. The result was 
finer pictures. 

“Hollywood has produced the 
great pictures it promised,” Schine 
said. “We must notify our patrons 
of these pictures.” 

Conceding “television has hurt 

us without a doubt,” he asserted, 
“it cannot destroy us, any more 
than radio did. We will make use 
of television in time.” 
*-Schine’s son David, who flew 
back from Europe to attend, reit- 
erated that the picture business 
would “harness television.” Con- 
ferences he had abroad with RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff con- 
vinced him that television was not 
out to “bury” theatres; a large 
part of RCA’s business came from 
the development, manufacture and 
sale of equipment to theatres,’ he 
added. 

Louis W. Schine, vice-president, 
introduced Mayor Erastus Corn- 
ing, who praised the industry’s 
contributions to “the entertain- 
ment aad education of our pee- 
le.” 

Si Seadler, Metro advertising 
director, opened the afternoon 
meeting. Closed sessions will be 
held Thursday. 


$18,178,388 E-K Net | 
For 24 Wks., 127 Drop 


Rochester, Aug. 19. 

Eastman Kodak today reported 
sales of $249,924,131 during the 
first half of 1952, compared with 
$251,623,707 for the same period 
of last year. Net earnings of $18,- 
178,388 were off 21% from the 
$23,111,078 for the first half of 
1951. Report covered the 24 weeks 
ending June 15. 

The report listed working cap- 
ital of $170,000,000, about $10,000,- 
000 more than at mid-1951. Inven- 
tories, called “generally satisfac- 
tory,” were up $7,000,000 during 
the first half of 1952 or $17,000,000 
over the mid-mark of last year. 

Because of the drop in earnings, 
income and excess profits taxes for 
the half were less than for the 
same period last year, $35,000,000 
against $41,000,000. 


Spanish Warbler Clicks 
On Latin-American Tour 


Bogota, Aug. 12. 

Conchita Piquer, vet Spanish 
warbler, is touring South America 
with a compact company of dancers 
and singers and doing smash biz. 
Miss Piquer has been around the 
Continent many times. She is play- 
ing to capacity at the Colon here. 
Miss Piquer is doing Spanish bal- 
lads for most of her act. 

Pepita Reyes, Adolfo Moran and 
Carlos Fernandez handle the prin- 
cipal dancing of the outfit. Com- 
pany is rounded out with Luis Pos- 
adas, Miss Piquer’s accompanist. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
Claiming she was kicked by the 
film horse, Trigger, Mabel Smayne 
filed suit for $186,000 in Superior 
Court against Rey Rogers and Roy 
Enterprises. She wants 











Superior Conr 
= I co Court for $3,028, claimed | $175,000 for injuries, $10,000 for 


Salary by 


firm of Cleary-Strauss & 


Ciates, 

Complaint jis that 
head promised to p 
5° of her income 
starting May 7, 1951. 


the publicity|loss of earnings and $1,000 for 
Asso- | medical costs. 


Plaintiff, a studio worker also 


‘liss Moore- known as Mabel Smayney, declames 
ay the company | Rogers was in the saddle a year 
* for one year,| ago when Trigger let fly with his 


jhoofs on her chest and head. 









16m Suit 
Continued from page 3 


Hearst dailies, plus Time magazine, 
all violently slapping the D. of J. 

Apparently in the position where 
the heavy wave of protests couldn’t 
be allowed to go unnoticed, D. of 
J. reps issued a statement in 
Washington on Sunday (17) de- 
signed to further clarify the na- 
ture of the complaint (see sepa- 
rate story). 





N. Y. Mirror’s Rap 
In one of the more recent edi- 
torial swats taken at the Depart- 
ment of Justice for its 16m suit 
against the film industry, the N. > 


(18) notes that the producer-dis- 
tribs would be committing “hara- 
kiri by releasing costly films for 
cheap televised showing and de- 
stroying their value for theatre 
exhibition.” 

The daily further comments: 
“The antitrust laws were created 
to curb business pirates who got 
together in the dark to eliminate 
competition by criminal means. 
They were not devised to arbitrari- 
ly coerce one industry to turn 
over its basic property rights to a 
competitive industry at a gigantic, 
possibly a ruinous, loss . . . What 
kind of ‘conspiracy’ do the busy- 
body Government lawyers see in 
that sane business policy (of hold- 
ing pix from TV)?” 





Coast Resolution 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
City council has passed a reso- 
lution suggesting a conference 


with film industry reps in the bat- 


tle against the Government’s 16m 
suit, which was condemned as a 
menace “to our American way of 
life and to the individual freedom 
which we are confident no good 
American wants to trade for a free 
pass to a movie over his TV set at 
the expense of destroying a great 
industry.” 

Meanwhile, all aspects of the 
suit will be discussed at Motion 
Picture Industry Council meeting 
tomorrow night (Wed.), which will 
also hear plans to reactivate the 
“Movies and You” series of shorts. 
Surplus of $40,000 from showing 
of the films four years ago will be 
suggested as production coin for a 
new series which Trueman Rem- 
busch and Sam Pinanski promised 
full support. At tomorrow’s meet- 
ing, Gunther Lessing will com- 
plete his six-month term as prexy, 
with Steve Broidy taking over and 
Arthur Freed, of the Producers 
Guild, becoming veepee. 





Film theatre landlords are be- 
ing enlisted in the fight against the 
Government suit. At least one big 
circuit is enclosing a special letter, 
with its monthly rent check, calling 
landlord’s attention to the Govern- 
ment suit and the dangers it poses 
for theatres. Letter takes stand 
that landlords are innocent third 
parties to the action and have a 
great, if not greater, interest in 
survival of the regular theatre as 
does tHe operator. 


Dublin Cinema Workers 
Ask Hefty Wage Boost 


Dublin, Aug. 15. 

Workers in film houses here 
nixed a wage hike of $1.12 per 
week and are pressing for pay 
boost of $1.80 for all workers, 
male and female, over 18 years of 
age. Theatre and Cinema Assn. 
had offered $1.12 for men, 56c for 
women and 35c for those under 18 


years of age. Union wants flat 
rate for adults. 


Negotiations are 
open next week. 





expected to 





AFN-Berlin’s 7th Anni 


Berlin, Aug. 12. 

Staff of the American Forces 
Network in Berlin celebrated its 
seventh anni of bringing programs 
to the American community in Ber- 
lin. Many Berliners have chosen 
AFN as their favorite station. 

Gershwin's “Rhapsody in Blue” 
was the first sound heard on the 
initial program Aug. 4, 1945. To- 
day AFN-Berlin is one of the most 
up-to-date studios in the European 
hookup. It boasts of being here 
throughout the Berlin Blockade 
and was classed as one of the main 
morale-raisers by the men in the 
ranks, 





| Bass joinin 
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Strategy of Silence in 6m Suit 


In refraining from any. public comments on the Goy 
16m suit, film company presidents are following throug 
fully worked-out strategy of silence, according to some 
tryites. Reasoning is that denunciations against the J 
partment, such as that of 20th-Fox prez Spyros P. Skouras 
put the D. of J. in such a position that it couldn't graceful! 
up on pursuing its conspiracy complaint, 


ernment's 
h on care.- 
key indus- 
ustice De. 
would 
y ease 


The prexies have in mind that the D. of J. might want to back 


away from an all-out fight when the storm which followed in< 
tution of the suit abates. This coulf@ be via an amicably worked. 
out decree which imposes no burdensome dictates upon th 
distribs, or simply no pressing of the complaint 


te 


e film 


However, this would be precluded as a possibility by any more 


harsh statements, it’s felt. 
took to publicly blasting the D. 


If any large number of film offic 


als 


of J., it might have the effect of 


inciting a fullscale courtroom donnybrook. 

Situation is similar on the public relations front. Skouras state- 
ment sufficiently presented the defendants’ position, it’s said, and 
publicized exhib association resolutions and press editorials aj] 


have been violently critical of the D. of J. 


For this reason. it’s 


understood, no additional effort will be made to win public support 


at this time. 














N.Y. TELLY-SUN RAPS 
GOVT. SUIT ON VIDEO 


Further aid to the film industry 
from the press, in the Govern- 
ments 16m suit, is clearly seen in 
another editorial rapping the De- 
partment of Justice. “Actually, this 
suit strikes us as being as phony as 
a $3 bill,” the New York World- 
Telegram and Sun stated last week. 

Telly & Sun recalled that more 
than a year ago it took sides with 
the film industry when the Federal 
Communications Commission 


threatened reprisals against the 
distribs for not licensing pix to TV. 
At that time the daily editorial- 
ized: “It certainly is not in the 
public interest to have a bunch of 
bureaucrats-threatening one indus- 
try for refusing to lay down its life 
for a rival.” 


Daily states in its new editorial: 
“This is just as true today of the 
Department of Justice’s suit. It is 
perfectly proper for TV and the 
movies to be battling for the pub- 
lic’s attention. It is outrageous, 
however, for the Government, the- 
oretically the referee in any con- 
flict between rival interests, to 
sneak across a kidney punch on 
one of the contestants. For such 
an action the Government should 
be booted out of the ring.” 


Disney Ready to Start 
Producing Brit. ‘Sword’ 


Paris, Aug. 12. 
Walt Disney is here with his 


family on a combo looksee and biz 
trip prior to going to London later 
this week for the beginning of 
work on his next live-actioner, 
“The Rose and the Sword.” It will 
be based on an incident during the 
reign of Marie Tudor in the 16th 
Century. The Technilor film will 
star Richard Todd. A Paris preem 
of his “Robin Hood” will be held 
here this fall. 

Disney stressed other new proj- 
ects nearing completion in the U.S. 


such as “Peter Pan” and the car- 
toon, “Aquatic Birds.” He has plans 
for an animated version of~“The 
Sleeping Beauty” and a mixed, ani- 
mated, live version of ‘20,000 
Leagues Under the Sea.” 


London Film Notes 


London, Aug. 5. 

Kay Walsh off to Hollywood mid 
September to feature in Metro’s 
“Young Bess” which stars Stewart 
Granger and Jean Simmons, with 
shooting to start Oct. 1...Alfie 
cast of Paul Soskin’s 
pic “Fair's Fair,” the Ronald Shiner 
starrer, which will be directed by 
John Paddy Carstairs at Pinewood 
for a J. Arthur Rank release... 
Exclusive Films has signed John 
Van Eyssen to play opposite Bar- 
bara Payton in “The Four Sided 
Triangle.” Lewis Milestone here to 
direct “Life of Melba” which Sam 
Spiegel is doing for United Artists 
...-George Minter, head of Renown 
Films, has lined up film version of 
“Grand National Night,” play by 
Derothy and Campbell Christie, 
which was a hit at the Apollo thea- 
tre in 1946. Minter also has ac- 
quired the rights of Jerome K. 
Jerome’s classic “Three Men in a 
Boat,” which he intends to film 
early next year...Roy Boulting 
(Boulting Bros) to do film for 20th- 
Fox “Brown on Resolution,” based 








Pinanski Sees lm 
Suit as ‘Blessing’ 


Hollywood, Aug. i9. 

The Government's antitrust suit 
on 16m films for television may 
be a “blessing, in disguise,” Sam 
Pinanski opined as a meeting of 
the Council of Motion Picture 
Organizations adjourned in a blaze 
of optimism after four days of 
sessions. 

Suit has rallied all branches of 
the industry to its defense under 
leadership of COMPO, Pinanski ex- 
plained, indicating “strength of 
purpose and a fighting spirit that 
has not been shown by us in many 
years,” 

Trueman Rembusch promised 
“we wiil win” the fight to repeal 
the 20% tax, and described the 
response of exhibs and support of 
studio heads as “overwhelmingly 
gratifying.” 

“Repeal would mean $100.000,000 
to $150,000,000 for productions 
alone,” Robert O’Donnell reported. 

COMPO execs left over week- 
end for their respective offices. 


Queensland Exhibs Hit 
Free 16m Airline Shows 


Brisbane, Aug. 12. 

Key exhibitors in Cairns, import- 
ant Queensland show biz centre, 
are ready to battle the Trans-Aus- 
tralia Airline Corp., government- 
controlled major airline outfit 
servicing the local territory, to pre- 
vent continuance of free l6m 
shows in hotel lounges and small- 
capacity halls in opposition to the- 








atres operating here. The TAA 
free shows mainly cover the 
growth of aviation here and 


abroad. It is the free show angle 
that is burning the Aussie exhibs. 
Harry Kitching, general manager 
Far Northern Theatres, powerful 
circuit operators, fired the first 
shot in the current battle by lodg- 
ing an emphatic protest against 
free 16m shows with the Films 
Commission, in charge of cinemas 
in the Queensland zone. He cited 
that if this type of entertainment 
was permitted te continue it would 
cut deeply into regular film biz. 

Kitching said that TAA had not 
been granted an okay by the local 
gendarmes to put on free 16m fare 
in hotel lounges, adding that such 
shows would only benefit hotel- 
keepers via an unbeat in iiquor 
sales. 





Film Commission Ends . 
Cuba Sitdown Strike 


Havana, Aug. 12. 
The government's new Film 
Commission overcame its first ma- 
jor difficulgy when one of its mem- 
bers, Raul Acosta Rubio, who is 
also President Fulgencio Batista 
private secretary, talked film tech- 
nicians and workers into ending 4 
sitdown strike in Movie City. now 
under construction in the Biltmore 
suburb of Havana. They had (eé- 
manded a seat on the Commission. 
Acosta Rubio convinced the tec! 
nicians that their interests would 
be adequately safeguarded. _ 
Batista had appoined the ©" 
mission to replace the Film Pe- 
tronate of his predecessor, Pre*' 
dent Carlos Prio Socarras. Rubio 
announced that the governmen' * 
planning to turn over to the Co 
mission $160,000 shortly so ‘'* 





on bestseller of same name, with 
shooting to start Sept. 15. 


work can begin on the first fi m 
within 45 days. The $160,000 " - 
be from the proceeds of one ©! 


| regular weekly national lottere* 
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BIGGEST CROWDS SINCE 1949! 
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FIRST THREE OPENINGS SENSATIONAL!!...Loew’s State, 
N. Y., hits highest gross in three years! . . . Palace, Cleve- 
land, and Apollo, Atlantic City, doing the kind of business | 
that the cry-babies moaned was gone forever! ... Same 
kind of news due soon from openings in Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Baltimore, Pittsburgh and Detroit, 
to prove that ‘‘Sudden Fear’’ means sudden wealth for 
any theatre!...Top reviews! Top audience satisfaction! 
Top money everywhere! 





























“Brings suspense and excitement back to the 
screen with a capital S and a capital E! 


Joan Crawford's best acting.” Highest Rating. aunl® fo 
—N.Y. DAILY NEWS | , ‘a 





“One of the screen’s all-time thrillers. 


Reaches a new height in suspense melodrama.” 
— N.Y. DAILY MIRROR 


“Exciting entertainment. Doesn't miss 
a trick. Tense, polished, absorbing. 


There’s no letdown in the tension.” 
— N. ¥. JOURNAL-AMERICAN 


“Brings you to the edge of your seat 
and keeps you there . . . The height of 


suspense.” _ WN y. POST 


“Ranks with the best.”’ 
— N.Y. WORLD-TELEGRAM 


This is one 
of the sen- 
sational news- 
paper ads. Ask 
for Ad No. 205 
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The Ring 


championship contender. He's sev- 
erely beaten, gives up boxing for- 
ever and is at loose ends until his 
girl convinces him that there are 
other ways he can fight for the 
things in which he believes. It’s a 
well-knit script, sprinkled with 
terse and effective dialog. 

Cast is headed by Gerald Mohr, 
the manager; Lalo Rios, the boxer, 
and Rita Moreno, latter as the 


femme interest. All deliver a top| 


job. Supporting roles by Robert 
Osterloh, as the trainer, and Mar- 
tin Garralaga, as the fighter’s 
father, are distinct assets. Robert 
Arthur scores in a brief scene as 
a young fighter. / . 
Kurt Neumann’s direction is 
sharp, and Russell Harlan’s cam- 
erawork is distinctive. Editing and 
musical credits are good. Gros. 


Old Oklahoma Plains 
(SONGS) 





Army background western 
‘~with good exploitation possi- 
bilities. 





Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Republic release of Edward J. White 
production. Stars Rex Allen; features 
Slim Pickens, Elaine Edwards, Roy Bar- 
croft, John Crawford, Joel Marston, Rus- 
sell Hicks, Fred Graham, Stephen Chase, 
Republic Rhythm Riders. Directed by Wil- 


liam Witney. Screenplay, Milton Raison; 
from story by Albert DeMond; camera, 
John MacBurnie; editor, Tony Martinelli. 
Previewed Aug. 5, ’52. Running time, 
59 MINS. 

Mex AMOR scccccsovccssoseces Rex Allen 
Ps _¢- reaeiehden ib eee st _ Kok 
Slim Pickens .........+.- Slim Pickens 
Terry Ramsey .........- Elaine Edwards 


Arthur Jensen .......... Roy Barcroft 
Chuck Ramsey ......... John Crawford 
Lt. Spike Connérs......... Joel Marston 
Col. Bigelow . Russell Hicks 
Nat Cameron Fred Graham 
Maj. Gen. Parker Stephen Chase 
Republic Rhythm Riders 


The Army’s experiments with a 
newly-developed tank, to deter- 
mine the feasibility of veplacing 
the cavalry horse in open warfare, 
provides a springboard for unfold- 
ment of this latest Rex Allen entry. 
Fact that the tank was a proven 
instrument .of war in 1926, period 
of picture, and the mounted cav- 
alry was fast disappearing, doesn’t 
hold against the _ entertaining 
aspects of film, which, in addition 
to furnfshing fast action for good 
b.o. reaction, whips up some pretty 
fair exploitation facets. 

Allen is called in by 
Hicks, colonel in charge of the 
tests, to clear the area where the 
tryouts will be held of live stock 
and convince the ranchers that 
they will be provided with other 
grazing land. Many of the ranchers 
are opposed to the tests, because 
if the horse is dispensed with there 
will no longer be any market for 
their stock. Roy Barcroft, leader 
of the stockmen, stands to lose 
$100,000 if the tests are successful, 
and plot is woven around his ef- 
forts to assure their failure and 
Allen’s assignment. Intervening 
footage is highlighted by the race 
between the tank and a troop of 
cavalry, something new in western 
movement and an exciting bit of 
reelage. 

Allen socks over his role with 
his customary ease, and gets in 
three tuneful song numbers, best 
of which is “Dese Bones.” Repub- 
lic Rhythm Riders back him in the 
trio. Slim Pickens -is in for his 
usual comedy relief, and support 
generally is good, headed by Bar- 
eroft, John Crawford, Joel Marston 
and Hicks. Elaine Edwards dishes 
up the distaff interest. 

Direction by William. Witney is 
sound and Edward J. White’s pro- 
duction values are satisfactorily 
presented. Whit. 





Mandy 
(BRITISH) 


British tearjcrker looks strong 
b.o. bet; reminiscent theme 
may hurt chances in U. S. 





London, Aug. 5. 

G.F.D. release of Ealing Studios-Michael 
Balcon_ production. Stars Phyllis Calvert, 
Jack Hawkins, Terence Morgan, Godfrey 
Tearle, with Mandy Miller. Directed by 
Alexander Mackrendrick. Screehplay, 
Nigel Balchin and Jack Whittingham from 
book “The Day is Ours” by Hilda Lewis; 


camera, Douglas Slocombe; editor, Seth 
Holt; music, William Alwyn. At Odeon, 
Leicester Square, London, July 29, °52. 
Running time, 92 MINS. 

GEE ics cavbenges Phyllis Calvert 
DEE a64dsneseetaneres Jack Hawkins 
Harry 


seeesccences Terence Morgan 
Godfrey Tearle 
Mandy Miller 


as TEEN ciacceawes 
Mandy 


eee eens 


Mrs. Garland ......... Marjorie Fielding 


Ree Nancy Price 
EE nn Sh @eeece . Edward Chapman 
— Crocker .... Patricia Plunkett 
-ily Tabor Eleanor Summerfield 
Woodland (Junior) .... Colin Gordon 
Woodland (Senior) ......W. E. Holloway 
ya Stockton ‘ ‘ Dorothy Alison 
pen J Tabor PTT Trier Julian Amyes 
oo Cee eccescece Gabrielle Brune 
. a ee eee John Cazabon 
Irs. Paul 


Cele ccceces Gwen Bacon 
Phyllis Morris 


Gabrielle Blunt 


Miss Tucker .........| 
Miss Larner .. 





latest production is 
designed to appeal to 


Ealing's 
Clearly 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page ¢ 


-femme patrons. This story of @ 
deaf-and-dumb child has obvious 
tear-jerking angles which have 


Russell | 


been freely exploited and which 
will help x age = boxeffice. 
An appea , matura 
‘ance by the child, Mandy Miller, 
lis a strong selli point for the 
| home trade although the theme was 
'used in a recent Hollywood pro- 
| duction. This may affect the film’s 
ichances in the U.S. 

Central character in the yarn, 
| which is based on a novel by Hilda 
| Lewis, “This Day is Ours,” is a 
young child who was born deaf 
| and is, inevitably, dumb. Against a 


background of parental disagree- | 


iment, the plot traces the methods 
| used in teaching youngsters the art 
|of lip-reading and expression. 


| This part of the story, treated | 


| with a documentary fidelity, is ab- 
'sorbingly interesting, but the tgi- 
| angle of adults, composed of the 
| of the school, provides an un- 
| worthy diversion. 
| The dominating performance 
|comes from fittle Miss Miller in 
ithe title role. This child is a con- 
| fident artist, with a sensitive bear- 
ing and a winning personality. 
| Phyllis Calvert plays her mother 
without variation in style while 
| the husband is portrayed in an un- 
lrealistic key by Terence Morgan. 
| The best adult performance comes 
| from Jack Hawkins who makes the 
|headmaster a vital and sincere 
icharacter. Godfrey Tearle and 
Marjorie Fielding as the child’s 
| grandparents top a sound support- 
| ing cast. 
Alexander Mackendrick has done 
|a competent job of direction, Doug- 
|las Slocombe’s lensing is first class 
land Seth Holt has edited with un- 
| derstanding. - Myro. 


Capitaine Ardant 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, Aug. 5. 
Dispa release and production. Stars 


Renee Saint-Cyr, Yves Vincent, Jean 


Licnel 





This film is a colonial, costume 
actioner dealing with Arab upris- 
ings and intrigue in French Mo- 
rocco. Unimaginative handling, 
puerile stcry and obvious thesping 
give this litle chance in the’ U.S: 
except in a few special situations. 

Story has Yves Vincent outwit- 
ting some gaieats and going 
to the aid of a besieged fort before 
the Arabs and the renegades wipe 
it out. Scenic shots of Morocco, 
shot on location, are a plus factor 
and make the pic easy on the eyes 
if not the credibility. 

Direction muffs the movement 
that could have been gotten out of 
cavalry charges, fort sieges and 
native dances. Vincent is dashing 
as Ardant. Rene Saint-Cyr is too 
much the great-lady to give her 
role any interest. Raymond Cordy 
injects some laughs as the gauche 
but faithful sidekick. Action stuff 
plays up a small budget and writ- 
ers have made the dialog too un- 
weildy. Mosk. 


" 





Les Amants Mandits 
(The Damned Lovers) 
(FRENCH) ‘ 

Paris, Aug. 5. 


Berri, Daniele Roy. 
Willy Rozier. 


Cocinor release of 
tion. Stars Robert 
Directed b 


Berlitz, Paris. R time, 85 MINS. 








based on the exploits o 
ly deceased neh gunman, 
“Pierre, The Madman.” Attempt at 


documentary approach via a frame 
work of an interview with a police 
inspector points up obvious con- 
| ventionality of the pic. It has its 


perform- 


child’s parents and the headmaster 


: Screenplay, 
Xavier Vallier; camera, F. Lanenfeld. At 
unning 


Denise Cardi 
e Lawrence 


Film is a Gallic gangster story 
a recent- 


om neem ne 


ot get the proper, suspense out 
of tire script. Robert Berri lacks 
the authority and ability to bring 
out the psychopathic tinges of the 
egomanical bartender. Daniele Roy 
is the depraved, sensation-seeki 

moll whose love leads to et 
tragedy. The remainder of the c 

is adequate. Lensing is good an 
editing manages to get ane 
into mayhem sequences. Mosk. 





Buongierne, Elefante! 
(Good Morning, Elephant!) 
(ITALIAN) 

Locarno, Aug. 5. 
| Dear Film release of Rizzoli-DeSica 
| production. Stars Vittorio DeSica, Sabu, 
Maria Mercader, Nando Bruno. Directed 
by Gianni Franciolini. Screenplay, Suso 





} 


Cecchi D’Amico, Cesare Zavattini from 

| story by Zavattini; camera, Alde Tenti; 

| music, Alessandro Cicognini. At Film 

ral, Locarno. 

ery ‘ see Saige d ikooa Vittorio — 
i Sa 
nce eared 

4 ‘Garenti ees a4 Maria Mercader 





Somewhat along the realistic- 
fantasy lines of “Miracle in Milan 
with a firmer foot in reality, pic 
is essentially a DeSica-Zavattini 
product, although director credit 
goes to Gianni Franciolini. Under 
the DeSica banner, and with word- 
of-mouth aid, it should get a run 
in the special spots in America. 

Film tells of an impoverished 
schoolteacher, living from hand- 
to-mouth with his family, yet ever 


optimism, his good nature. An ac- 
cidental meeting with a visiting 
Indian Prince brings on a guided 
tour of Rome, ending in the teach- 
er’s apartment where the children 
see the visitor as a fairy-tale 
prince come true. Incidentally, he 
also saves the family from evic- 
|tion. Long after his departure, 
ithe teacher receives a gift of a 
|live baby elephant, delivered to 
|the apartment. 


Illogically, and to please the 
children,- he decides to keep it, 
| but soon the situation becomes 
desperate, and after wandering 
through nighttime Rome with the 
elephant, he finally leaves it in 
custody of some nuns in a con- 
vent. From there it finally ends 
up in a zoo, where the teacher 
visits it daily with his family, ever 





optimistically hoping some day to 
: a Zwoboda. 7 
Screenplay, Zwoboda and. Pierre Nord | have enough money to buy it back 
from novel by Nord; camera, is Jou-| and put it up properly in his home, 
fin; editor, Gabriel Rognier. At rlitz, 1 hi hiid Until its 
Paris. Running time, 95 MINS. to please is_ chuidren. nti 1 
Maria ..... sohiteseti<ati Renee Saint-Cyr | suggested to him, sale of. animal 
ha ete seeeseeeeeeteeees ve vines never occurs to him, but the zoo’s 

errr rerrrrerrerri ee ean jane i 

: = money brings temporary relief to 

Josip 200000000 IIINGay °Decomble | the family. 


Pic is technically simple, much 
less elaborate than “Miracle,” yet 
sincérely and humorously told. It 
comes across well even in its un- 
even shape. DeSica is fine as the 
teacher, and Sabu.and others fill 


value lies in its story and the 
warm, optimistic humor it pro- 
duces. Hawk. 


FCC Hearings 
Continued from page 4 


aminer’s initial decision on the 
questions at issue.- Final FCC 
action should come by Nov. 1. 


Last week’s FCC order on the 
case was issued in response to a 
request from Resnick for clarifica; 
tion of a recent directive that he 
consider no testimony based on 
Par anti-trust activities prior to 
1948. The Commission’s order, 
while not ruling out additional 
hearings, said that the question of 
holding the record open calls for 
the “exercise of informed discre- 
tion by hearing examiners in the 
light of ali the circumstances pre- 
sented.” » 

However, the agency emphasized 
its desire to bring the case to a 
close by declaring that “a further 














Plarre. . .csuces eeesevece Robert Be : 
lackie Joiiiiiisiititiisc: Apbert Berti extensive investigation and the 
R-oult bs scaseueubous Stents — prolonged continuances which that 


investigation would entail would 
scarcely be consistent with the ob- 


of the proceedings.” 

Meanwhile, the Allen B. DuMont 
Laboratories, which has been at- 
tempting to prove, despite an FCC 
holding, that it is not controlled by 
Paramount (‘which owns 25% of 
the DuMont stock), petitioned the 


| quota of gunplay and killings, but|Commission for equal treatment 


{is only par in this field and does 
compare with its American 
equivalents in .the crime-does-not- 
payeseries. At best, this could do 
the U. S- 


Story concerns a bartender who 
reads gangster stories and haunts 
seedy dance halls, spreading talk 
that he is a gunman. A gal he tried 


not 


for certain spots in 
market. 





to impress comes into his bar. 


berserk and shoots up the place. 
This starts a series of holdups, 
shootings and formation of a gang. 
Interspersed is the love story 
which is weak. 


When she laughs at him, he goes 


with Par in considering testimony 
on the control issue. DuMont re- 
quested the Commission to d 


and DuMont in passing on the con- 
trol question. j 

DuMont also asked that Resnick 
be required to give priority to the 
control issue in writing his de- 
cision, in order to enable the com- 





vision. DuMont is limited to its 
three owned and operated TV sta- 


| Direction is standard and does, ceedings are resolved. 


sustained by his seemingly foolish | 


their roles capably. But the film’s. 





jectives of a speedy determination | 








Resnick to concern himself only 
with recent relationships of Par 





pany to facilitate plans for tele- 

| began to consider the possibility of | 

/resuming purchases by tender to} ede 

tions until the issues in the pro-| retire shares. High for the year was | to show first-run pictures. 
z |damages are sought. 








Jersey Exhibs - 


Continued from page 5 cae 


ing in line after that were numer- 
ous other Jersey indies who aren't 


d|in the Paterson-Passaic areas and 


are not affected directly by the 
sales to the open-air house. These 
include theatres in Newark and 
Elizabeth. 


Odd angle to the RKO-WB fray 
is that it resulted in patching up 
of a long-standing feud between 
RKO and the Skouras chain in 
Jersey. Unable to sell to Warners, 
PKO made peace with Skouras, 
and its houses are currently play- 
ing the distrib’s product in Jersey 
City. ; 

WB, by coincidence, picked a 
bad time to get into a row with 
RKO. Distrib, which has had very 
littie in the way of important prod- 
uct recently, just as the fight 
started ran into a flock of releases 
which have done unusually good 
grosses. Pix which have~gone to 
the ozoners include “Clash,” “Rob- 
in Hood,” “King Kong,” “Macao” 
and “Sudden Fear.” 


ee NE 
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9 Cos. Defendants 
In Queens Trust Suit 
Over Leasing Deal 


A leasing agreement which pre. 





vents competition and fixes aq. 
mission prices violates the anjj. 
trust provisions of the Sherman 
and Clayton Acts, it was charged 
|in a suit brought in N. y. Federal 
| Court last week by Inter-County 
| Theatres and Linden Operating 
| Corp. They seek a declaratory 
judgment to _ determine their 
| rights. ‘ 

Named defendants in the action 


|are five corporations as landlords 
of the Cambria, ; 


Garden Main 
| Street, St. Albans and State The. 
atres, all in Queens, L. I. Quintet 
sued includes Golder Park, Inc 
|Daywood Realty Corp. State 
| Homes, Inc., State Engineering 


Corp. and Higbie & Springfield 
Corp. 

In 1938 and 1940, Inter-County 
assertedly took the houses on a 2}. 
year lease. It’s claimed that the 
original agreement was modified 
in 1943 and 1947 by stipulations to 
the effect that Inter-County would 





French Pact | 





Continued from page 7 





Foreign Affairs and other depart- 
ments. 

Difficulty up to now has been in 
getting any kind of agreement sig- | 
natured by all the necessary min- 
istries so that the American com- 
pany toppers have something of- 
ficial in front of them to accept, 
reject or negotiate on further. It 


| legal.” 


not compete with any of the leased 
|theatres by operating 


; another 
house in the area. 


| Another clause is said to have 
stated that admission scales of the 
five theatres were not to be raised. 
These modifications, according to 


the complaint, are “void and il- 
Plaintiffs also ask an in- 
junction to restrain the landlord 
corporations from ejecting 
under the 1938 and ‘40 
ments. 

Action was instituted after In- 
ter-County and Linden Operating 


them 
agree- 





is a signatured proposal of this na- | 
ture that is supposed to be present- | 
ed tomorrow. 

First-hand picture of the prob- | 
lem he has faced in pinning the 
French down was given the prexies 
Monday by Fayette W. Allport, the | 
Motion Picture Assn. of America’s | 
London rep, who has headed the 
majors’ negotiating team in 
France. He flew to New York over 
the weekend and is going right 
back to Paris. 


The “discount” proposal which 
Allport has been discussing with 
the French calls for lopping a per- 
centage off frozen coin now in 
Paris and due American distribs. It 
would total about $450,000, with 
$250,000 a direct subsidy to French 
producers and $200,000 to be spent 
in the U. S. for an organization to 


Corp. allegedly subleased the State 


Theatre to another which report- 
edly failed to maintain the prem- 
ises properly. Original leasing 


agreement on the five houses 
specified that if the lessees didn't 
keep the theatres in good condi- 
tion they could be evicted. 
Landlord defendants 


were ufle 
derstood to have protested about 
the State Theatre’s condition to 
Inter-County and Linden. Latter 
firms, incidentally, admitted in 
their complaint that they took over 
the Parsons Theatre, Jamaica, 


L. I., after 1947. House is located 
in the disputed area. 


ARG. EXHIBS TO SEEK 
EASE OF U.S. PRODUCT 








sell and promote French product. 


- Subsidy Provision 
Under Article III of the recent | 
decree, import permits in addition | 
to the basic 90 which are expected 
to go to the U. S., may ‘be handed 
out for such subsidies. A few addi- 
tional licenses will be available for 
“merit” films which win prizes at 
European film festivals. 


Metro is strenuously objecting 
to the “discount” scheme as it is 
set up. As leading Ameriean distrib 
in France, it has most money tied 
up there. That means it would be 
contributing by far the largest sum 
to the subsidy jackpot, in return 
for which it would be getting only 
three added permits, It feels that 
to make profitable the laying out 
of the hefty amount of its coin in- 
volved, it must get more than three 
additional licenses. 


If tomorrow's expansion of terms 
of the decree is in keeping with 
discussions Allport has had, the 
Yanks by accepting the 90-pic 
quota would be permitted to remit 
$1,200,000 annually at the official 
rate of exchange and all the rest 
of their earnings at the slightly 
less favorable capital account rate. 

Meantime, the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
continues adamant-against any sub- 
sidy scheme and the majors may 
be forced to shoulder their pay- 
ments if they want to push the 
plan through for immediate action. 


Par Stock 


Continued from page 3 


Exchange Commission of 40,000 
shares which he obtained under an 
option agreement. The registration 
is a technicality, and its purport 
was misinterpreted on the street. 

Price of the shares began to 
climb back when Par arranged for 
the Dow-Jones news service into 
brokerage offices to carry the ex- 
planation of the registration. When 
the quotation went down, Par also | 


| 





307%. 


Although Hollywood product is 


slow in reaching Argentine 
screens, this. situation will! be 
straightened out, in the opinion of 
Nicolas Di Fiore, who heads the 
Argentine Exhibitors Assn. The 
theatremen, he said, will take 


every step toward bringing about 
a normal relationship for Ameri- 
can films without restrictions. 

Di Fiore, who arrived in New 
York last week on a montii’s visit, 
pointed out that Hollywood pic- 
tures and stars are well regarded 
by the public, and with goodwill 
being shown by both sides the flow 
of U. S. films will resume on a 
larger scale. Meantime, he added, 
business in general is good. | 

While the market for Argentine 
films in the U. S. has been small 
in the past, Di Fiore expressed the 
hope that a means of increasing 
playing time. for these pictures be 
found soon, In the course of his 
month’s stay in America, he will 
visit Hollywood to study film pro- 
duction techniques. 


More Trust Suits | 


—— 


—— 








Continued from page 5 


to the Jamestown Amus. Co. be- 
cause latter has 45 outlets. 





Pannos’ 450G Suit 

Des Moines, Aug. 19. 
Suit for $450,000 damages has 
been filed in Federal Court, Dav- 
enport, by Ernie A. Pannos, low 
exhib, against Central States The- 
atre Corp., Tri-States— Thestre 
Corp., both of Des Moines, and 
eight major film producing 4 
distributing corporations. |. 
Two weeks ago the plaintiffs 
filed an antitrust suit against the 
same defendants asking that the 
film firms be enjoined from ' 
fusing to license or interfering 
with rental of first-run films 4 
the Coronet Theatre, Davenport, 


which is co-owned by Pannos. hs 
new suit alleges the Capito! - 
atre, lowa City, suffered ~—- 
of $150,000 between June. hehe 
and June, 1952, due to its .- - 
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Hiv great pride Republic Pictures 





announces the pre-release premiere 


engagement at the Capitol Theatre, 
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_ NEW YORK 


Theatre Owners of America is 
cutting down on the amount of 
office space it leases in the Para- 
mount Bldg., New York, and as a 
result the headquarters of the 
Metropolitan Motion Picture Thea- 
tres Assn. had to be_ moved. 
MMPTA exec «director D. John 
Phillips had sublet space from 
TOA. As a result of the TOA lop- 
ping of offices, Phillips this week 
moved upstairs in the same _build- 
ing to headquarters of the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations. 

Frank Carter promoted from 
branch manager in Memphis for 
Warner’s to branch topper in 
Atlanta. Joe S. Young,. salesman 
i in Memphis, named manager of 
; that office. 


| CHICAGO 
Glasford Theatre, Glasford, Il. 
reopens Sept. 5. 
The Roxy, formerly the Peck, 
Pecatonica, Ill., lights up again 
Aug. 20 after remodeling. 
Eagle Theatre anti-trust suit 
: against the majors set for Sept. 3 
hearing in Judge Sam Perry’s Chi 
Federal District Court. 
; Encyclopaedia Films appointed 
Swensk Filmindistri as distributors 
of its product in Sweden and Fin- 
; land. 
Abe Teitel took over distribution 
of “Young and Dammed,” first Mex- 
I ican film to play more than a week 
in the Loop.. Picture is in fourth 
stanza at the World. 
Al Weinberg, long-time ad-pub- 


licity head for Warner Theatres 
here, resigning; no replacement 
named as yet. 


The Vic, Manta & Rose Indiana 
Harbor, Ind., house, closes Aug. 29. 

John Semadallis, owner of Ram- 
ova Theatre, back from Greece. 

Variety. Club honored Art An- 
ee derson, new Warner Bros. division 
| manager at a luncheon. 
" ; Allied Theatres of Dlinois last 
. week belatedly jumped aboard the 
d COMPO bandwagon by endorsing 
} the drive against the 20% Federal 
Pin tax, but asked Allied members to 
r ' join for one year only. Theatres 
under 500 seats will contribute $10 
while others will-range up to $100 
for 2,500 seats or more. 

John Smeckler joined the Manta 
i & Rose managerial staff last week. 
: Chesterfield film short is playing 
the Balaban & Katz circuit. Chain 
had not been using ad shorts pre- 


. 





i= viously. 
’ { - 
ay ST. LOUIS 
rin Charles Dunlap shuttered his 
eb Madison, Kinmundy, Ill., for in- 


definite period. 

The Balco in La Center, Ky., 
successor to the Center, which was 
dismantled, has been opened by J. 
W. Holland. 

Herschel E. Webster, Steele- 
ville, Ill., closed his Princess, Per- 
cy, lll. He will continue to operate 
his house in Steeleville. 

C. Barnett purchased the Elec- 
tric, Iberia, Mo., from J. and Redus 
Roden. 

; Lester Levy, Illinois salesman 

i ’ for Columbia’s St. Louis exchange 
} bedded down in Barnes hospital 
here. 
Jimmy Frisina, film buyer for 

a4 Frisina Amus. Co., Springfield, IIL, 

{ off to another golf tourney. As a 
tyro, he qualified for U.S. Amateur 
competish in Seattle. 


LOS ANGELES 


Jack Broder, head of Realart Pic- 
tures, moving company’s home- 
offices to General Service Studios, 
with Jack Schlaifer, general sales 
manager, remaining in N.Y. 

Harold Mirisch and _ Harold 
Wirthwein to Chicago for a meet- 
ing to set a sales policy for Mono- 
gram-Allied Artists’ 1953 product. 
Others heading for the confab are 
Morey Goldstein and L. E. Gold- 
hammer, from N. Y., and Hames 
Prichard, from Dallas. 


BOSTON 

’ 

: . Jack H. Levin Associates, nation- 
al theatre checking and survey or- 
Kanization, moved its office here 
to the Statler Building. New Eng- 
land division, Comprising six states. 
is headed by George O’Heron. 
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A record-breaking crowd of 70 | 








Clips From Film Row 
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definite leave of absence because 
of illness. William Twig, who's been 
acting manager for several months, 
is back to post of assistant branch 
manager. 

Al Swerdlove, Screen Guild, took 
over New England franchise for all 
|Lippert releases and will distrib- 
lute from his office here. Lippert 
Irving 


|exchange shuttered, with 


| Mendelson, branch manager, mov- | 


|ing temporarily to Swerdlove’s of- 
fice. 

George Kraska, foreign film im- 
porter and exhib, who owns Ameri- 
can rights to Austrian skiing short 
subject “Ten Years Later,” has re- 
titled it ‘““Miracle on Skis.” 


_ DALLAS 


Bill Williams, office manager of 
local 20th Century-Fox exchange, 
named salesman, repiacing T. P. 
Tidwell, who was made manager 
of Jacksonville, Fla., branch. 

Isaac ‘Sanders named new man- 
ager of the Fox Drive-In, Marshall, 
succeeding Charlie Johnson, who 
was made manager of the Fox at 
Bunkie, La. 

E. Ted Borum opened the new 


| 





| Sunset Drive-In at Earth. Borum | 


| also operates two theatres there. 

| Frank Flores opened El] Charro 
| Booking Service in San Antonio, 
}and will specialize in Spanish re- 
leases; formerly was booker for 
Clasa-Mohme film exchange here. 

Lee and Fred Welsh took over 
operation of the New Tex and 
Anthony at Anthony. 

Harold Flemins and Jack Arthur 
are operators of Sun Drive-In at 
Comanche; they also own and 
operate the Majestic and Ritz the- 
atres there. 


ALBANY 


Neil Hellman has reopened the 
Royal. He closed it and another 
local neighborhood house, . the 
Paramount, seven weeks ago. Dur- 
ing the blackout, Hellman gave 
the Royal a facelift. 

He plans relighting the Para- 
mount, also being refurbished, in 
September. 

Clayton Pantages is new 20th- 
Fox salesman in Albany territory, 
succeeding Fred Miller, resigned. 
Pantages started with the company 
as a student salesman in Boston 
last December, ' Subsequently he 
served in New Haven and Buffalo. 

Operation of the Scotia in Scotia 
transferred from Val Rickey to 
Alex Weisz, lessee of the Crane in 
Schenectady. 

Schine Circuit convention open- 
ed at Ten Eyck Hotel here Aug. 19. 
Product, operation and exploitation 
will be analyzed during two-day 
session. This first general meeting 
of Schine zone, district and theatre 
managers since 1941 (regionals 
have been held annually) will be 
attended by 150 from New York, 
Ohio, Kentucky and Maryland. 


DALLAS 


Horace Falls, who recently re- 
signed from Phil Isley Theatre 
circuit, opened his own booking 
and buying service here, the Falls 
Theatre Service. 

National Production Authority 
filed action against the Tascosa- 
Drive-In, Amarillo, on charges it 
did not comply with NPA regula- 
tions. NPA alleged the ozoner used 
scarce metals in excess of allot- 
ments. A San Antonio carpenter’s 
helper, who answered a paging 
call at a local ozener, was arrested 
by secret service agents on a 
charge of forging a U. S. Treasury 
check. 

John L. Franconi Enterprises 
(Capitol Pictures) picked up local 
| franchise rights to S. M. Film Pro- 
ductions’ French import, “Paris 
Nights.” Franconi will handle it 
in Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas. 


DENVER 
Jack Allender quit as 20th-Fox 
salesman, and left for the Coast. 
John Thomas resigned as man- 








} 
| 


charge of the Indianapolis situa- 
tion, but a general manager will 
be employed for that spot. Mrs. 
Lucille Ann Reagan = Bic 
from secretary-treasurer to e. 
All policies formulated by Cockrill 
during 18-year eperation of house, 
ineluding single-bill, will be con- 
tinued. D 
Robert Hill, Columbia 
manager, resupenaine at 
followi an operation. 
Comsmierwcaith Theatres bought 
the Pawnee Drive-In, North Platte, 
| Neb., from W. L. Smith. , 
With resignation of Don Lappin, 
| as manager, Ben Benda, his assist- 
'ant, promoted to manager at the 


branch 
home 





Ritz. : 
| Fred Brown, Black Hills Amus. 


| Cé: buyer and booker, back on job 


| after long illness. 


PITTSBURGH 


Gary McHugh, a former Pitts- 
burgher, named manager of the 
Squirrel Hill, WB nabe art house. 
McHugh, who has been in nN. % 
for the last few years, is also an 
entertainer. He was known here 
as Buddy McCully. - 

Frank Silverman named city 
salesman for Columbia here; suc- 

e Tice, who recently 
resigned after being with company 
for 20 years. Jack Elistrom was 
promoted from booking depart- 
ment to the West Virginia sales 
f sone with Charlie Dortic switching 

rom W. Va. to the Main Line ter- 
ritory. 

Harold Authenreith, former West 
Virginia theatre manager, appoint- 
ed manager of the Harris in St. 
Marys, Pa., replacing Frank Jack- 


son. 

Blatt Bros. circuit is constructing 
its ninth drive-in at Range’s Cor- 
ners, Pa. 

Mrs. Irene McGreevey is new 
manager of Midstate’s Regent at 
Reynoldsville, succeeding Mrs. 
Kathryn Edimston, resigned. 

George Eby, comptroller of Har- 
ris Amus. Co. and treasurer of 
Variety International, is chairman 
of the mid-year meeting here Nov. 
21-22 of officers and chief barkers. 
The sessions are to commemorate 
founding of the original Variety 
Club in Pittsburgh 25 years ago. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


K. C. Denver and Omaha added 
to Twin Cities, Des Moines and six 
other Iowa tewns in which there 
are RKO theatres now are under 
supervision of Harry H. Weiss, dis- 
trict manager, who headquarters 


“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par) 
making a speedy return downtown 
here at regular admissions after 
four weeks last A; ~' at the Cen- 
tury with $1.25 seasce. Opens at 
Lyric for another minimum four- 
week run Aug. 20 at 76c. 

A Twin Cities downtown house, 
the first-run St. Paul World, offer- 
ing free parking to patrons for 
first time. 

Old fashioned and corny show- 
manship, including gimmicks of 
every sort, is credited by M. A. 
Levy, 20th-Fox district manager, 
for boxoffice gains up to 25% (in 
some instances 50%) in the Twin 
Cities, St. Louis, Milwaukee, St. 
Louis and Kansas City areas under 
his sales jurisdiction. The improve- 
ment has resulted in reopening of 
~~ ee 1,800-seat St. Louis The- 
atre. 

Twin City Theatre Corp., com-, 
prising M. E. Montgomery, How- 
ard Dale and Bob Rydeen, has 
abandoned film exhibition entirely 
for ice cream biz. Chain included 
five theatres in the Twin Cities 
alone, but it has relinquished all 
of its houses one by one, the last 
one, the St. Paul State, being giv- 
;en up a few days ago. 

Grand, grind house 
\‘‘Mystery. at Burlesque” to good 
|biz without trouble from the 
morals squad, which clamped down 
on the RKO for showing “French 
Peep Show.” 


PHILADELPHIA 


Robert Weiner, son of Harry 





running 


| 
| 





| Weiner, — Columbia’s divisional 
head, doing publicity for company 
jin Boston. 


| Neighborhood theatres cleaned 


Lopert Returns to U.S. 
With Distrib Rights 
To 6 Foreign Films 


Following an eight-week Euro- 
pean junket, Ilya E. Lopert arrived 
in New York yesterday (Tues.) with 
American distribution rights to six 
British, French and Italian pic- 
tures. They'll be released through 
Lopert Films Distributing Corp., 
of which Lopert is head. 

While in Britain Lopert set up a 
production deal with Sidney Box 
that calls for filming of a ballet 
picture to be danced by members 
of the Sadler’s Wells Ballet. Three 
ballets to be used in the venture 
are “Sylphides,” with music by 
Chopin; “Apparitions,” by Liszt, 
and “Facade,” with music by Wil- 
liam Walton and Frederic Ashton’s 
choreography. 

Lopert snared U. S. rights to the 
boff Gallic grosser, “Fanfan La 
Tulipe,” and a new Julien Duvivier 
film that’s still before the cameras, 
“Holiday for Henriette.” He also 
picked up U. S. and Canada rights 
to the Italian-made “Sensuality” 
and “Cops and Robbers.” British 
acquisitions give him worldwide 
distribution rights to two Sir Alex- 
ander Korda pix. They're “Sound 
Barriers,” and the recently com- 
pleted “Gilbert and Sullivan.” 

During his brief London stay 
Lopert huddled with indie produ- 
cer David Lean in regard to mak- 
ing an underwater film, This proj- 
ect would be lensed by means of a 
process recently developed in Eng- 
land. ft already has been used in 
an underwater show beamed on 
TV in London. 

Lopert indicated that he prob- 
ably won't dub any of his imports 
into English since the average art 
house patron prefers the dialog in 
the original tongue. But he feels 
that it’s well worth dubbing a big, 
spectacle picture’ which is intended 
for-the general market. Recent suc- 
cess of the Italian-made “Fabiola” 
was a good example of this. 


London Film Notes 


London, Aug. 12. 

Sydney Box has added Eleanor 
Summerfield to the cast of his new 
film, tentatively titled “Police Wom- 
en,” which stars Peggy Cummins. 
Pic goes into production in October 
after outdoor shots are completed. 
Muriel Box, sister of Sydney Box, 
will direct . . . Lewis Milestone 
holding up filming of “Life of 
Melba” due to difficulty in getting 
Ministry of Labor permit. 

Compton Bennett will direct 

Brown’s “Desperate Mo- 
ment,” with shooting to start Sept. 
22. Pic will be released by J. 
Arthur Rank. 

Patric Knowles, on vacation here 
from U.S., returns Aug. 27 to ap- 
pear in new picture, “Jamaica 
Run,” for Paramount in which 
Ray Milland is to star...Nigel Pa- 
trick signed by George Minter to 
star in Renown Films’ picture, 
“Grand National Night,” which will 
be directed by Bob McNaught, his 
first directorial assignment... 
Shooting starts Oct. 24. 


Continued from page 3 
acquired from Roberts the dis- 
tribution franchise for New York 


and New England for the Ray Rob- 
inson-Joey Maxim setto. It worked 
out profitably for him. 


There are understood still some 
problems to be worked out in re- 
gard to the Walcott-Marciano bout. 
IBC was said to be desirous of 
eliminating from large-screen cov- 
erage houses in New York and 
New England, as well as those in 
Philly, of course. Brandt will have 
























~ Ee. FS aad 
Briefs From the | 
Hollywood, Aug. 19 

Paramount shifted producti 
reins on “Adobe Walls” from Pat 
Duggan to Nat Holt, for an cari : 
October start . . Jack Woody. ee *Di 
stunter who broke both legs dunes “wi 
a stunt, makes his bow as an can $18 
in Warner's’ “Come On, Texace Des 
.. . 20th-Fox renewed Sol Halpri C 
as head of the camera department N 
and laboratory . . . Billy DeWolf "Ca 
drew a featured role in “Call Me Las 
Madam” at 20th-Fox ... Sy Gome Stil 
berg signed with Warners as 8 (RK 
writer’. . . “Operation Secret” is t 
the new tag on “Top Secret” at 95)- 
Warners. . - Monogram's Septem. and 
ber production schedule Calls for Go 
three starters: “Jungle Girl,” “Tan. ing 
gier Incident” and an untitled stor Fev 
by Peter Scully. 7 A 

Anne Baxter obtained release 
from her 20th-Fox contract \ Las 
Warners readying a musical ver: / 
sion of “Saratoga Trunk” 


Sammy Cahn upped to produce: 
status at Warners, with Phere 
Small Hotel” as his first produces 
tion .. Ann Robinson drew 
femme lead in Winifred Coyle’s 


indie production, “Why Go To I 
Paris?” .. . Richard Goldstone ac. Bot 
quired rights to the Hans Habe big 
novel, “Walk in Darkness,” for in. wit 
dependent production .. . Metro “W 
signed Dick Simmons for a role in Pai 
“Battle Circus” . . . Allyn Joslyn at 
plays a Broadway producer in “The rat 
Jazz Singer” at Warners .. . Jane 
Darwell returns to the screen for 
“The Sun Shines Bright” at Re- P 
public. D 
James Craig and Sally Forrest ry 
will costar in Metro’s “Code 2," sit 
formerly tagged “Code 3.” . he! 


Glenn Langan snagged a romantie 











role in Hugo Haas’ Columbia pro mL 
duction, “Story of a Bad Girl.” .,, B 
“The Band Wagon” is the official La 
title for the Metro picture previ- M 
ously known as “I Love Louisa” als 
and “Strategy of Love.” ... Kenne C 
Duncan, just back from the Orient, we 
plays: top heavy in “Gene Autry’s $6, 
“On Top of Old Smoky.” . . . Karl “a 
Malden joined Anne Baxter and C 
Montgomery Clift in Alfred Hitch- Ea 
cock’s “I Confess.” . . . Charles La 
McGraw handed a key spot in the (U 
Randolph Scott starrer, “‘Come On, ' 
Texas,” at Warners . . . Mexican 70 
Government officially authorized s 
the general release of 20th-Fox's La 
“Viva Zapata” in that country, wk 
Italy’s Panaria Appoints 
Salemson for U.S. Press Bi 
Harold J. Salemson has been $2! 
named public relations rep in the } 
U. S. for Panaria Films, of Rome. “A 
Outfit is currently completing “The “7 
Golden Coach,” English-language La 
feature in Technicolor, starring on 
Anna Magnani. $1 
Pic is being shot without Amer “¢ 
can release arrangements. Pro- $9 
ducer-director Jean Renoir will | 
follow the same policy he used 95 
in making a deal for “The River, an 
which United Artists released. de 
Renoir and Prince Francesco Al La 
liata, head of Panaria, will come 
to the U. S. in October with a (1, 
print of “The Golden Coach” and (3¢ 
will then attempt to make a dis $1 
tribution deal. Panaria has set & 4 
program of 12 pix annually. " 
(re 
Pix on Strippers — : 
Vas Continued from pase 1 oo 3 
tude that these pix are sure 0. $2 
draws, since they are certain of no o 


competition from video. 





In New York, the three main 
outlets for these films are the | 
Rialto, the Times, and the Squire. | 
_— 
Mpls. Snag On ‘Peep Show’ 
Minneapolis, Aug 19. ] 
‘ 


Change of heart rovbed re 





to revise his offer on that basis. 
Promoters hoped to help fill the | 
Philly Municipal Stadium with 
fans from those areas. New York, | 





ager of the Brighton, Colo., drive-|UP here with “Greatest Show an 
|in, and has become a Paramount | Earth” (Par) at regular prices. Key 
salesman, covering New Mexico; |runs in number of spots held pic 
succeeds Steve Ward, who resigned | Over second week and the Merben, 
| recently. )in northeast Philly, clocked up a 
Maury Rosenblatt, Universal new record for initial stanza. 

| booker, resigned to become assist-| John B. (Jack) Kelly flew back 
lant to Fred Brown, buyer and|from Olympic Games, at Helsinki, 
| booker for Black Hills Amus. Co. | to attend personal appearance at 
Harry Wilhelm, assistant man- | 








of course, is an easy train trip 
from Philly, and Marciano’s home 
is in Brockton, Mass., so he has a 
big New England following. | 

NBC, with Gillette as sponsor, | 
paid $175,000 for home tele rights’! 
to the second Walcott-Ezzard 
Charles bout, and it was the high- | 





Boyd Theatre of daughter Grace|to be worth more than that on| 
at local preem of “High| basis of public interest. 






exhibitors, distributors and press | ager at the Denver, named manager | Kelly, 
_ radio reps attended a luncheon| of Rialto here, succeeding Stan | Noon.” 
ossed for Joan Crawford by local 






Strauss, who quit to become an/| 
RKO salesman. - 

Mrs. Vera L. Cockrill, widow of | 
the late Benjamin D. (Dave) Cock- | 
rill, succeeded him as president of 
Denham Theatre Corp., which | 
operated the first-run Denham} 
here, as well as four first-runs in 
Indianapolis, Ind., through the 
Greater Indianapolis Amus. Co. 
Cockrill formerly was in direct | 


RKO execs at last 
week. Star, making her first visit 
to Hub, was here for two-day tub- 
thumping stint for her pie, “Sud- 
den Fear” accompanied by the 
—— : ay renee Joseph Kaufman 
aipn lannuzzi, formerly bre 

Manager for Warners in Atlante 
checked in at Hub exchange where 
he replaces William Horan, on in- 


Ritz-Carelton 









Negotiations by Minsky interests | 
to take over the Earle Theatre | 
(Warner first-run vaudery) have 
broken down. Minskys couldn't get 
together with unions and the Grant 
store chain, which owns the Earle. 

Monique Van Vooren, a player 
in “Tomorrow Is Too Late,” here 
for film’s preem at Stanton last 
week. It is first Italian film to play 


| home tele’s not a factor, however. | 









a large midtown, first-run, 


water mark. Present fight is said | 


Since | 






Brandt would seemingly only have | 
to beat out Halpern. Latter’s out-| 
fit has serviced to exhibs all the 
important theatre tele bouts to 
date. It makes a per-seat or per- 
patron charge against theatres 
using the fights, major part of 
which goes to IBC and the con- 
testants, and a small part of which 









TNT gets. 


porters and court attaches of r 
chance to see a special showing ¢ 
“French Peep Show,” film wi 


got the RKO-Pan Theatre here int 
trouble. ' 
Theatre management decided . 
enter guilty plea in be! “= = 
|George R. Stephens, the n ana eer 
to charge of showing an pers 
pic. Stephens was fined ggg 
Municipal Court. Picture . = 
pulled and print confiscal de 
morals squad officers saw }t ¢ ~ 
regular theatre engageme! ns 
decided display of raw epicer™ 
was just too raw. ath the 


Case was continued wi 
hint the RKO Theatres office 
would fight the charge. | 
would have entailed special om / 
ing for judge, bailiffs, etc... —- 
whom, it appeared, had paid t po 
the film at the RKO-Pan. AS he 
was marked closed, however: a 
were hints some of the lega = 
might take a look at it anyway: 
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VARIETY 





(Continued from . 
“Di tic Courier” ¢ ). an 
.Dipicn's West” (Mono). Swell 
$18,000. Last week, “Island of 
Desire” (UA) and “3 for Bedroom 
c” (WB), $16,000. atin 

adison (UD) (1,900; J: 
obese” (Par). Good $13,000. 
past week, “Day Earth Stood 
Still” (20th) and “The Thing 
(RKO) (reissues), $6,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
95) —"‘ Anybody Seen My Gal’. (U) 
and “Kansas Territory (Mono). 
Good $11,000. Last week, Wash- 
ington Story” (M-G) and “Gold 
Fever” (Mono), $8,200. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; '70-95) 
_“World in Arms” (U) (3d_ wk). 
Last week, $11,000. Held at $7,000. 


‘Charley’ Fine $14,000, 
Buff; ‘Knock’ Big 186 


Buffalo, Aug. 19. 

Holding for nine days, “Don’t 
Bother To Knock” is getting the 
biggest coin total here this week 
with sturdy session at the Buffalo. 
“Where's Charley” shapes fine at 
Paramount and “Carrie” looms big 
at the Center. “The Jungle” is 
rated good at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,000; 40-70) — 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and “Sea Tiger” (Indie). Sturdy 
$18,000 in 9 days, with new bill 
held back until after mid-week. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Where’s Charley” (WB) and 
“Breakdown” (Mono). Fine $14,000. 
Last week, ‘““‘Dreamboat” (20th) and 
“Maytime in Mayfair” (U), $13,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 





“Carrie” (Par). Big $10,000. Last | 


week “Will Rogers” (WB) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Cripple Creek” (Col) and “Whistle 
Eaton Falls” (Col). Fair $8,500. 
Last week “Anybody Seen My Gal” 
(U) and “Navajo” (Lip), $9,500. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70} — “The Jungle” (Lip) and 
“Stolen Face” (Lip). Good $11,000. 
Last week, “High Noon” (UA) (2d 
wk), big $10,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 10) 

Big $19,000. Last week, strong 
$28,000 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— 
“All Because of Salky” (U) and 
“You for Me” (M-G). Fair $12,000. 
Last week, “Greatest Show” (Par), 
On popscale run, 9 days, nice 
$18,000 





St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 65-95)— | 


“Carrie” (Par) (2d wk). Off to 
$9,000. Last week, nice $12,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) 2,448; 65- 
95\—“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
and “Rainbow Round My Shoul- 
der” (Co!) (3d wk). Held at $9,000. 
Last week, good $13,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) 
(1,207: 65-95)—““High Noon” (UA) 
(3d wk). Nice $8,500. Last week, 
$11,500. 
wtagedoor (A-R) (370; 85-$1) — 
Franchise Affair” (Indie) 
Five Women” (Indie). Oke $2,800, 
(reissues). Last week, “Laura” 


(20th) and “This Above All” (20th) 
(3d wk), $3,200. 


Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) —| 


ePrize” (Indie) (2d wk). Oke 
$2000 in 5 days. Last week, | 
$2,800 


——— 
—_—— 
’ 











New York Theatres 
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Miderght Feature 
Nightly 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL—7 


Rockefeller Center 


“IVANHOE” 


Robert Elizabeth J 

TAYLOR * TAYLOR ° FONTAINE 

Color by TECHNICOLOR + An M-G-M Picture 
pivs SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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L’ ville Lags But ‘Knock’ 
Oke $9,000; ‘Carrie’ Same, 
‘Desire’ 4G, ‘Pirate’ 66 


Louisville, Aug. 19. 





Looks like average week at 
downtown first-runs. 
Rialto and “Captain Pirate” at the | 
Mary Anderson 









|“Don’t Bother to Knock” at State | 

| is good, but not terrific 

Estimates for This Week 
Kentucky (Switow) 


and may hold. Last week, “Any- 
body Seen My Gai” (U) and “Just 
Across Street” (U) (3d wk), $3,000. 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
54-75)—“‘Captain Pirate’ (Col). 
Brisk $6,500. Last week, “Will 
Rogers” (WB) (2d wk), $5,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
54-75) — “Carrie” (Par). Nice 
$9,000. Last week, “Lu 


State (Loew's) (3,000; 54-75) — 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and “Big Night” (UA). Satisfac- 
tory $9,000. Last week, “Fearless 
Fagan” (M-G) and “Glory Alley” 
(M-G), fast $11,000. 


“Wagons West” (Mono) and “Wild 
Stallion” (Mono). Fair 
Last week, “Strange World’ (UA) 


$4,500. 


‘NOON’ LIVELY $8,000, 
PROV.; ‘CHARLEY’ 66 


Providence, Aug. 19. 

Bright sunny Sunday held week- 
end take down a bit. Although 
Loew’s State is getting top coin 
with “Island of Desire” it is very 
mild, Just average are “Strange 
| World” at RKO Albee and 
“Where’s Charley” at Majestic, 
Strand looks nice with “High 
Noon.” 
Estimates for This Week 


| Albee (RKO (2,200; 44-65) — 
|“Strange World” (UA) and “Red 
| Planet Mars” (UA). So-so $6,500. 
| Last week, “Francis to West Point”’ 
|(U) and “While Jungle Captive” 
|}(Emb), nice $7,500. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
\““Where’s Charley” (WB) and 
| “Stolen Face” (Lip). Just fair 
| $6,600. Last week, “World in His 
| Arms” (U) and “Wild Stallion” 
|(Mono), big $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
| “Island of Desire’ (UA) and “The 
Franchise Affair’ (S). Slow $9,000. 
Last week, “Lovely Look At” 
(M-G), (2d wk), fair $7,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 








Over Tibet’’ (Col). Nice $8,000. 
Last week. “Rainbow Round My 
| Shoulder” (Col) and “The Brigand” 
| (Col), $9,000. 


| ST. LOUIS 


| (Continued from page 11) 
| Last week, “Island of Desire” (UA), 
solid $16,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
'*World in Arms (U) and “Sally 
land Saint Anne” (U). Good $14.- 
000 or near. Last week, “We're Not 
Married” (20th) and “Bal Tabarin”’ 
(Rep), $13,000. 
| Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
'90\—“‘Outcast of Islands” 
|Good $4,000. Last week, “Wild 
! Heart” (RKO) (2d wk), $3,500. 
| Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
90'\—“‘Outeast of Islands’. (UA). 
Fine $4,000 or over. Last week, 
\““Wild Heart,” (RKO) (2d wk), 
| $3,800. © 


| 


| BALTIMORE 


(Coniinued from page 11) 
|of “Try and Get Me” (Col) got 
| average $4.300. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-70)— 
“Dreamboat” (20th). Good $10,000. 
| Last week, “We're Not Married” 
| (20th) (2d wk), at $5,200. 











“Where's Charley” (WB). Mild 
$8,500. Last week, ‘California 
Conquest” ‘Col.), $6,700. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-60) 
— “High Noon” (UA) (2d wk). 
Slipping off to $7,000 after fine 
$13,200 getaway. 





“Carrie” at| pert against Robert A. Riddell, col- 


(and Tell,” was 
(1,000; 54-| Judge Yankwich has decided in 
75)—“Island of Desire’ (UA) and! favor of Herbert and the Govern- 
“Army Botind” (UA). Nice $4,000,| ment had appealed. 





| 


| 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


and|—“High Noon” (UA) and “Storm! ,, Tabor 


| 


Herbert's Big Tax 
Win On ‘Kiss-Telf 


The U. S. Court of Anréals in 
San Francisco, Monday (18), dis- 
missed the Government's appeal 
from the decision of Judge Leon 
R. Yankwich last February, in the 
case of playwright F. Hugh Her- 





lector. The Government made no 


_ are carrying the! opposition to the dismissal. 
{ball to grab fairly solid takes. | 


The case involved inconte taxes 


|} and particularly a so-called “col- 
| lapsible 


corporation” through 
which Herbert's legit hit, “Kiss 
film-produced 


Pursuant to 
the judgment there will be re- 
funded to Herbert the sum of 
$198,515.53 plus interest of ap-| 
proximately $25,000. 


Herbert was r_presented by at- 
torneys George T. Altman, of Bev- 
erly Hills; Gang, Kopp & Tyre, by 
Martin Gang, of Los Angeles; and 
Edward E. Colton of New York. 





(Monot big siz000, "8" | ‘AFFAIR’ TALL $7,500, 


OMAHA; ‘ARMS’ 86, 2D 


Omaha, Aug. 19. 
“Affair in Trinidad” is perking 
up the Brandeis boxoffice to a lof- 


Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75) —|ty total this session. Two hold- 


overs showed strength at the box- 


$3,500. | office. “Pat and Mike” and “Wash- 
and “Without Warning” (UA), good | ington Story” at State went into 


second week with but only a slight | 
drop in trade. The Omaha’s 
“World in, His Arms” continues 
sock in second week. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col). Tall 
$7,500, and holding over as “sin- 
gle-feature. Last week, “At Sword’s 
Point” (RKO) and ‘“Half-Breed” | 
(RKO), $7,000. 

Orpheum. (Tristates) (3,000; 16-| 
70)—“‘We’re Not Married” (20th) 
and “Outcasts Poker Flat” (20th). | 
Opened Friday (15) in nice’ style. | 
Last week “Will Rogers” (WB) and 
“Wild Stallion’ (Mono), $9,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—‘World in His Arms” (U) (2d 
wk) and “Unknown Man” (M-G). 
Sock $8,000 or close. Last week, 
“World” solo hit $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-76)— | 
“Pat and Mike” (M-G) and “‘Wash- 
ington Story” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$6,500. Last week, smash $9,500. 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 11) 
Great $16.000. Last week, “Lost 
in Alaska” (U) and “Pistol Har- 
vest” (RKO), $7,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 50-85)—‘Out- 
cast of Islands” (UA) and “Cloud- 





burst’ (UA). Fair $2,700. Last 
week, on m.o. 
(Fox) (1,967; 50-85)—_ 


Duel at Silver Creek” (U) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col). Fair 


$6,000. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
(20th) and “Tough Girl’ (Col), 
$6,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)— 


“Duel at Silver Creek” (U) and 
“Beautiful but Broke’ (Col). Oke 
$3.500. Last week, “Kangaroo” 
(20th) and “Tough Girl” (Cob), 
$3,000. 














Continued from page 3 











unfairly, arbitrarily, incorrectly 


(UA). and unjustly” in business dealings 


with the Grangers. Statements 
were intended to convey the im- 
pression, the suit contends, that 
“Hughes was being victimized by a 
lawyer acting in his own selfish 
interests and not on behalf of his 


| clients, and defendant Hughes was 


Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25475) — 


| 


permitting himself to be imposed 
upon for the good of the motion 
picture industry.” 

Action identified the Byoir or- 
ganziation as a public relations 
firm employed to issue statements 
and stories “in the effort to create 
a good reputation for Hughes with 
the public.” 

Gang asked $100,000 general 
damages and $500,000 punitive and 
exemplary damages, from each de- 
fendant in addition to court costs 
and attorney's fees as a result o. 
the statments which “discredited 
and defamed” b'm end put him in 
“disrepute” as an attorney. 


|two biggest boxoffice draws both | and 
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French-ltalo €o-Producers Find 
B.0. Combination; French-U.S. NSH 


Paris, Aug. 12. gypsy. Julien Duvivier, using Fern- 
In the last few years, co-produe- | andel, og Te in os an a 
: , ‘2 1 Saar . |ian story in Italy wi erna 
tions have again sprung up in|. 4 fighting priest in “The Little 
France on a wholesale scale. The | World of Don Camillo,” with a fine 
greatest number have been Franco-/| fusing of Gallic and Italian char- 
Italian, with a smattering of | acteristics. 


| Franco-American pix. Most co-pro- | Franco-American pix were less 


ei my, 4 ‘ ., | suecessful. The Julien Duvivier pic, 
duction films suffered from a split | “Blackjack,” shot in Spain, wd nee 
personality and did not quite jell la hashup espionage film in spite of 
hecause of the diverse aspects of | the cast of George Sanders, Herbert 
producers, stars and directors of | Marshall and Agnes Moorehead. 
+ Rudolph Mate’s “The Green Glove” 
f | (Benagoss), was an average thriller 
temperaments. Many times stars| that did not appear to add much 
were rung in to please each coun-} to coproduction prestige. The Wil- 
try when they were not suited for | liam Marshail-Errol Flynn starrer, 
the roles. Tavern of New Orleans” (Rep), 
z : : | was also a mild entry. 

Now things seem to be ironed | French and. Spanish producers 

out in the Franco-Italo deals. Re-| recently have linked up, and in 


different countries with conflicting 


‘sult is that they have arrived at a | 1951 produced two pix, “Desire and 


coordination which turned out the | Love,” directed by Henri Decoin, 
“Andalousie,” directed by 
here and in Italy this year. One| Richard Pottier, starring Gallic 
is “Fanafan La Tulip,” with di- | tenor Luis Mariano. Latter was 


| rector Christian-Jaque being able | made in Gevacolor. Both pix did 


to keep the essential French spirit | well in France and Spain, although 
of the story and still utilize Italian| are not of sufficient caliber for 
star Gina Lollobrigida as a sexy! U. S. interest. 























Theatres For Sale 


TO 


MOTION PICTURE EXHIBITORS 


LAND, BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT OF 
ALPHA THEATRE Bell, Calif. 
MELROSE THEATRE Los Angeles, Calif. 
FOX THEATRE Turlock, Calif. 
H!-HO THEATRE Paso Robles, Calif. 


LEASE AND EQUIPMENT OF 


AVALON THEATRE Wilmington, Calif. 
BELMONT THEATRE Los Angeles, Calif. 
EGYPTIAN THEATRE San Diego, Galif. 


Purchaser’s Choice 
OF 
LAND, BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT OF 


FOX THEATRE Santa Pauia, Calif. 
OR 
LEASE AND EQUIPMENT OF 


TOWER THEATRE Santa Paula, Calif. 


ADDRESS ALL INQUIRIES TO: 


W. H. LOLLIER 


Manager, Real Estate Dept. 
Fox West Coast Agency Corp. 


1609 W. WASHINGTON BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 7, CALIF. 
REpublic 1-4111 



















































































mcs n tiie So Er os SEB = 


2 PS he 





i im 


Fe ta Calor tale No 








: a 


tae ee ie eet ee 





yee 


————————— 
ie | 


tal 


ae a “ee aamntiee 


~~ ha 5 etmthel = 

















as a 


pe neg TICReren see. yr ewes 
4 


a es 


SSSR TES 





Wednesday, August 20, 1952 





eS 





ATTENTION ALL WRITERS! 


The Screen Writers’ Guild and the Authors League of America have been on strike against the Alliance 
of Television Film Producers since August 11. This joint strike action has been taken on behalf of the more 
than 6,000 professional writers of the United States who are members of the Guild and the League, which is 
comprised of the Authors Guild, the Dramatists Guild, and the Radio Writers’ Guild. 


In the past, the Screen Writers’ Guild and management have been able to conclude just and equitable 
contracts through the normal processes of collective bargaining. But nine months of fruitlesss negotiations 


posals, have forced this strike action upon us. 


with the Alliance, which has continued to reject summarily and without consideration the Guild’s basic pro- 


In seeking a basic minimum contract for writers working in the TV field, the Guild and the League ask 


the following: 


1. Minimum advance payments against a percentage of gross revenue, such percentage to be 
paid only after the producer has recouped his budgeted negative cost. 


2. Leasing, rather than outright sale of material, such leases being on a 7-year-renewable basis. 


3. Reservation of rights. This means that a writer working in television retains all but the TV 
rights and that these other rights—motion picture, dramatic, radio, etc.—must be acquired 


separately. 


Contrary to the published statements of spokesmen for the Alliance, these proposals are not unprecedented 
in the writing field. The Authors, Dramatists and Radio Writers’ Guilds have obtained for their members res- 
ervation and leasing of rights and participation in gross revenues in the form of royalties and percentages. 


Rex Stout, president of the Authors League of America, in directing its more than 6,000 writer members 
to withhold their services from the Alliance, stated: 


“This is a crucial test of the willingness and ability of American writers to act jointly to protect 
and advance their common interests. Television is already a major source of income to many 


members of the League and it is quite possible that before many years it may become the largest 


single source. It is of vital importance to all writers to establish in television practice the principle 





that the writer owns what he writes and that therefore he may properly claim the profits and 





privileges of that ownership. If that principle is not established in television now, it may never 





be, and the resultant loss to writers both of today and tomorrow will be incalculable.” 





The SWG and the ALA therefore call upon their members and upon writers not affiliated with these 
organizations to support this strike in the interest of all writers, for the successful conclusion of this strike will 
affect every professional writer in the United States. 


Herewith follow the names of the members of the Alliance of Television Film Producers against which 
the SWG and the ALA are on strike, together with the names of the series produced by them, their sponsors and 


the advertising agencies involved: 


PRODUCER & SERIES 
William Boyd Productions 








HOPALONG CASSIDY—Hr. 
HOPALONG CASSIDY—'2 Hr. 
William F. Broidy Productions, Inc. 
WILD BILL HICKOK 
Bing Crosby Enterprises, Inc. 
REBOUND 
Jerry Fairbanks Productions 
FRONT PAGE DETECTIVES 
Flying-A Pictures, Inc. 
GENE AUTRY SHOW 
DEATH VALLEY DAYS 
RANGE RIDER 
Gross-Krasne, Inc. 
BIG TOWN 
Primrose Productions 
RING SERIES 
Roy Rogers Productions 
ROY ROGERS SHOW 
Screen Televideo Productions 
ELECTRIC THEATRE 
JEWELL THEATRE (2 sponsors) 


RANIER THEATRE 
STEGMAIER THEATRE (re-run) 
SUNKIST THEATRE 
TELEVIDEO THEATRE 
TCA 
ABBOTT & COSTELLO 


Adrion Weiss Productions 


CRAIG KENNEDY, CRIMINOLOGIST 


Frank Wisbdr Productions, Inc. 
FIRESIDE THEATRE 


Ziv Television Programs, Inc. 
THE UNEXPECTED 
BOSTON BLACKIE 
Cisco KID 


SPONSOR 


Syndicated 
None 


Kellogg Co. 
Packard Motor Car Co. 
Syndicated 


Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co. 
Pacific Coast Borax Co. 
Syndicated 


Lever Bros. (also syndicated ) 


General Foods, Inc. 


Edison Electric Institute 
Hamilton Watch Co. 
international Silver Co. 
Ranier Brewing Co. 
Stegmaier Brewing Co. 
Sunkist Growers, Inc. 
Syndicated 


None 

Syndicated 

Procter & Gamble 
Syndicated 


Syndicated 
Syndicated 


AGENCY OR SYNDICATE 





NBC-TV Film Syndications 
None 


Leo Burnett Co., Inc. 

Maxon, Inc. 

Consolidated TV Sales 
Arthur Meyerhoff & Co. 
McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
Flying-A Pictures, Inc. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Ine. 
None 

Benton & Bowles, Ine. 

N. W. Ayer & Son Inc. 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn, Inc 
Young & Rubicam 

Brisacher, Wheeler & Staff 
McManus, John & Adams 
Foote, Cone & Belding 
Stuart Reynolds Productions 
None 

Lovis Weiss & Co. 

Compton Advertising Ine 
Ziv TV Programs, Inc. 


Ziv TV Programs, Inc. 
Ziv TV Programs, Inc 




















‘for later European production. Lip- 
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Paris Telepix Package Deals Lagging 


So Far; Regular Film Prod. Okay | 


Paris, Aug. 12. + 
activity here in both the film [| 


| Thesps OK New Vidpic 


the influx of more Ameri- | 


and TV fields has increased recent- 
ly wit! ye 
can pix people. Although Paris has } 
been looked upon as a fertile field 
for tele series, most of the planned 


package deals have fallen through. | 





Pact by Topheavy Vote 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
By a one-sided vote of 3,167 to 


FOR-FREE TIME 





The heavy plugs that for years 
|} have marked institutional and ad- 
| Vertising films made by major in- 





dustrial firms are all but disap- | 
pearing. By using a more subtle ap- | 


proach, big companies are finding 
they can get plenty of for-free 


John Nasht was one of the few to| 87, the Screen Actors Guild ap-| playing time for their pix on tele. 


. ' ; t 
finish his group of 13 films abou 
the Paris musichalls. : Films had 
advantage of the variety artists 
names 

Now television film activity has 
picked up again, and there are 


several packages in production or 
ready to go into work. Sheldon | 
Reynolds has started a “Foreign 


Intrigue’ series here at Epinay. 
The first pic, “In Old Heidelberg,” 
is near completion. Also to be 
made here are “The Key” and 
“The Plot.” 

Several companies are also buy- 
ing up French pix for dubbing into 
English here and packaging them 
for TV in the U. S. Harris Inter 
national Associates already has 
starter on its package through 
Paris rep Sam Selsky. Selsky set 
up his own dubbing unit called 
Phoenix Films and has completed 
the pilot film, “Monsieur Murder- 
er.’ Lansing Baily repping the 
Franeo-American #elevision Com- 
pany is scouting for a package to 
be dubbed here also. 

Dave Chudnow has set up a deal 
here with William Marshall to pro- 
duce a series of 26 half-hour de- 
tective films based on~the case 
histories of the French police. 
Chudnow plans to be back from the 
U. S. in October with Akim Tami- 
roff and direetor Robert Florey to 
do the series. 

Plenty of U. S. Film Activity 

Victor Stoloff is in town with the 
rough copy of his pic, “Tales of 
Cairo,” which he will cut here. 
Albert Levin is busy doing a screen 
adaption of the French novel, 
“Hasard To Destiny,” which he will 
make in Morocco. Irwin Shaw is 
finishing the script of “Girl on The 
Flammina” with the locale switched 
to France. It likely will be made 
here this fall by Anatole Litvak. 

Henri Lavorel, French producer, 
has undertaken a Franco-English 
coproduction with American direc- 
tor Jack Jory. Tentatively titled, 
“The Artist,” it will be made in 
French and English, with Evelyn 
Keyes and Gallic star Henri Vidal 
heading the cast. It is due to start 
this month. 

William Perlberg is here setting 
the groundwork for the new Bing 
Crosby film to be made here, “The 
Lost Boy.” It will be directed by 
George Seaton and may be made 
here entirely. Jules Buck and John 
Steinbeck are preparing a script 


pert Productions recently dubhed 
a French film here for the Ameri- 
can market and it will ride under 
the name of “Pirate Submarine.” 


PRESTONE PACTS GRID 
SERIES FOR 48 MARKETS 


Prestone antifreeze, via William 
Esty agency, has bought “Football 
This Week,” quarter-hour vidpic 
Solas from Station Distributors, 
ne, for 48 markets. Last year 
c estone had the show in 24 cities. 
Ontract is for 10 weeks, starting 
Week ending Sept. 27. 

b Series, produced and narrated 
dy Norman Sper, features his pre- 
ections of upcoming grid games, 
— film clips of the teams in ac- 
Dist on previous Saturdays. Station 
; Stributors is peddling the show 
south o Prestone markets (in the 
ort and on the Coast), with Stu- 
Reynolds handling sales on the 
ast vidstations. On most outlets 
Teone has Class A time on 
> ursday and Friday. Esty is pre- 
: Pallet <pocsens and one-minute 
Motion SD is working on pro- 
_ also distributes a “Magic 
pee Series in 45 markets not 
fred by Bonomo candy; “Roller 





:. now running in 29 mar- 
ang «7 <0k0_ the Clown” cartoons 





Tom Tyler” westerns. 





proved the new contract with tele- 
vision producers, running through 
July 20, 1955. It is the first official 
agreement on minimum. salaries, 
working and re-run payments for 
thesps in television films. 
Producers who signed the con- 
tract include members .of the Al- 


|liance of Television Film Produc- 


ers, currently involved in strike 
trouble with the Screen Writers 
Guild. 


New North Series 
Set for CBS-TV 


New “Mr. and Mrs. North” vid- 
film series will be aired on CBS- 
TV this fall, but exactly which 
time slot it will occupy hasn’t yet 
been determined. Colgate, which 
bought the show more than a 
month ago, had considered several 
networking possibilities before 
tossing the biz to the CBS web, 
and is now dickering with CBS 
execs on the best time. period 
availability. 

Vidpix, which are being pro- 
duced on the Coast, may go Friday 
nights at 10, or at 10:30. Pearson 
Pharmacal is currently bankroll- 
ing “Police Story” in the 10 
o’clock period, but is reportedly 
thinking of checking off the show. 
If it cancels, CBS will turn the 
time over to “North.” Webh is ex- 
pected to have a station clearance 
problem at 10:30, but if that’s 
the only one open, Colgate will 
pick up as many CBS outlets a: 
possible and then sell the show in 
the other markets it wants on a 
spot booking basis. 


KENTUCKY PLAYHOUSE 
INTO VIDPIC SERIES 


Louisville, Aug. 19. 

Normandy Productions of Holly- 
wood recently completed shooting 
all scenes of the Pioneer Play- 
house of Kentucky’s version of 
Henrik Ibsen’s “Ghosts,” at Dan- 
ville, Ky. Film, made for TV 
showing, was shot on the stage in 
the Playhouse’s theatre at Ken- 
tucky State Hospital, near Dan- 
ville. 

California filmsters started tour- 
ing the country a few weeks ago 
on the initial phase of a project 
which eventually, it is hoped, will 
include the filming of productions 
staged by 13 playhouse groups in 
the U. S. Film made in Kentucky 
was the fourth in the series 
planned by the Coast outfit. 

Art Fellows, former Hollywood 
film director, was in charge of the 
camera crew. Assistants were 
Muffin Mayo; Richard Van Hessen, 
sound technician, and Randy 
Clardy and Mike Ricko, camera- 
men. A trailer will precede show- 
ing of the Ibsen play, relating 
facts about Kentucky in general. 
Film outfit has the blessing of vari- 
ous state officials. The group 
plans to make additional films of 
various Kentucky scenic spots, and 
additional films are in the making 
to be shot at vacation sites under 
auspices of the State Conservation 
Dept. 


Prep 54 Videoaters 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

William Brown and Associates, 
Inc., is readying a series of 54 
oaters for television. Series will 
consist of a mixture of stock foot- 
age with new scripts, each running 
27 minutes. 

Bob Livingston and Anne Brad- 
ley will co-star, with Scotty Brown 
directing and Ed Gardner scripting. 











; New pix for which advertisers 
|contract with the 50 or more im- 
| portant makers of industrial films 
lall have their plugs carefully 
buried. That’s not so good from 
the standpoint of the thousands of 
| bookings by clubs, civic organiza- 
‘tions, etc., that the films still get, 
| but it is more than compensated 
|for by the vast TV circulation. 
Tele showings aren’t in the best 
time segments, of course, but since 
the price is right, the industrial 
firms have no complaint. They are 
| also pleased by the fact that rather 
than being forced to go out seeking 
| the video bookings, they can prac- 
| tically take theiz choice out of re- 
| quest made for the product. 
Subtlety of some of the plugs is 
evidenced by a series of three pix 
fmade by Transfilm for Ford Motor 
|Co. They are “Men of Gloucester,” 
| “Pueblo Boy” and “Southern High- 
| lander.” There’s no mention at all 
of Ford, the only aim of the pix 
being to promote tourism by car. 
Company figures that it will get its 





increasing driving. 

Dodge has sponsored widely- 
used films of an Armand Denis ex- 
pedition to Africa. Only plug is 
the fact that the trucks shown to 
be successfully negotiating some 
of the heavy going in the veldt 
happen to be Dodges. 

Western Union sponsored a pic 
on Samuel Morse, inventor of the 


ing time. It was used in part on 
“Pulitzer Playhouse.” A popular 
tele entry with a much more direct 
plug is one sponsored by American 
Te -voione & Telegraph, showing 
operation of~its long-lines depart- 
ment. Despite its obvious public 
relations quality, it’s apparently 
felt by stations to be of wide 
enough interest to merit showing. 

There are also whole series of 
mental health and cancer films 
which are widely used. They are 
sponsored by the Mental Health 
Institute and American Cancer So- 
ciety, but of course, are of such a 
general welfare nature that they 
don’t fall into the category of nor- 
mal industrial public relations film. 


Francis- Visit’ Pilot Pic 
Readied With Lindsays; 
Prep Young Monolog 


Pilot film of “Visit,” femceed by 
Arlene Francis and with Howard 
Lindsay, his wife Dorothy Stickney 
and his partner Russel Crouse as 
her first subjects, has been com- 





and Marion Parsonnet. 

Vidfilm series will consist of 15- 
minute profiles of celebs, lensed 
in their homes and showing their 
personalities and ways of living. 
Its aim is “taking the interview off 
the couch and bringing it to life in 
the subject’s home.” Audition 
film was shot at the Lindsays’ New 
York home on East 94th St. 

Others already lined up for the 
series are Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
who'll be lensed at Hyde Park; 
Eric A. Johnston, David Rockefel- 
ler, head of the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation; designer Raymond. Loewy, 
a ship captain who'll be shot on an 
ocean liner, etc. Parsonnet direct- 
ed and Leonard L. Levinson script- 
ed the first reel. . 

Shooting sked calls for one day’s 
work on each quarter-hour, which 
is packaged for $5,500. Miss 
Francis, incidentally, is part own- 
er of the package. 

Morgenthau, who is associated 
with Parsonnet in production of 
“The Doctor” telefilm series for 
Procter & Gamble on NBC-TV, is 
also prepping a five-minute film 
strip together with Marty Good- 
man. It will star Roland Young in 
quickie comedy monologs. 





normal share of auto sales out of | 


telegraph, that found top TV play- | 


INDUSTRIAL PIX 





Scripters Mull Rump Union, as RWG 





Moppet-&-Marionette 
Series Prepped by King 


Murray King has completed the 
first s@ries of six quarter-hour live 
action vidpix titked “Adventures of 
Blinkey.” Series, which stars nine- 
| year-old Michael Mann with mari- 
jonettes, is scripted by Lucille 
| Emerick, child psychologist and au- 


ithor of “Web of Evil” and other- 


| novels. 

King said that the show will be 
|peddled by Blinkey Productions, 
with rates based on a percentage 
lof the outlet’s Class C time. Pup- 
|peteers include Sylvia Meredith, 
| Donald Somers and Mike Dietrich 
|Series is being filmed in N. Y. in 
| King’s own studio. 


Repeat Pay Angle 
On Tele Com 


Crucial issue in the upcoming 
negotiations on _ television film 
|}commercials is likely to be Screen 
Actors Guild’s demands for a re- 
peat payment for the actor each 
month the vidpic blurb is used. 


| Talks on the vidpic commercials 








| will start in New York after Labor , 


| Day. Taking part will be a commit- 
|tee of the Film Producers Assn. of 
| N. Y., with advertising agencies, 
station representatives and indie 
| producers sitting in as observers 
| and advisers. Actually, the vidpic 
| commercial code will be a supple- 
|ment to the TV supplement already 
concluded on the Coast to the basic 
SAG contract. 

The contract negotiated in Holly- 
wood dealt with extra payments 
above the initial use of filmed TV 
shows. A big question is how, and 


to spot commercials. SAG proposal 
that actors get repeat fees if their 
spot is used for more than a month 


can Federation of Radio Artists 
transcription code. 

The AFRA pact for recorded 
spots calls for repeat fees after a 
plug has been used 13 weeks. the 


whittled down to one month. Its 
reasoning is that when an actor is 
seen as well as heard he is “burned 


sponsors, more so than AM bank- 
rollers, demand exclusivity. 

At a meeting July 30 called by 
SAG, with reps of the American 





and indie producers present, the 


| Guild suggested FPA form the base | 
| for a negotiating group. Producers , 
| of film commercials in the east, ad} 
|men and station reps gathered at} 
pleted by Henry Morgenthau, 3d, | 


the office of Transfilm, Inc., last 
week and appointed a committee, 
including Pete Mooney, Dave Pin- 
cus, Ed Lamm, Walter Lowendahl, 
Leslie Rousch, Mel Gold and Ralph 
Cohn. 


Cress-Board Pic Series 
Prepped by WJZ-TV 


WJZ-TV, N. Y., will launch its 
cross-the-board “Picture Show,” 
using old feature films, in the 6- 
7:15 p.m. slot, starting Monday 
(25). Move is being made, accord- 
ing to station toppers, because al- 
though the New York market was 
one of the slowest to accept old 
celluloid, it now is proving a hot 
area for the vintage pix. 

Due to the fact that “Space 
| Cadet” is in the 6:30-6:45 p.m. spot 
'on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
ifor another five weeks, “Picture 
Show” will be interrupted on those 
days. However, at end of Septem- 
ber, when “Cadet” bows out, the 
6-7:15 p.m. sked will obtain cross- 
the-board. 

Pix for an entire year, over 260, 
will be supplied by Motion Pictures 
\For Television, 











whether, this principle will apply | 


is similar to a clause in the Ameri- | 


usual radio and tele sponsorship | 
cycle). However, SAG wants this} 


out” more quickly, and that TV) 


Assn. of Advertising Agencies, | 
Assn. of National Advertisers, FPA | 


FASY ON TELE} Blasts ALA in SWE Vidilm Strike 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Defection of the Radio Writers 
Guild from the strike called by the 
Screen Writers Guild against the 
Alliance of Television Film Produ- 
cers is setting the video jurisdic- 
tional pot boiling. Latest move is 
calling of an organizational meet- 
ing for a new TV scripters union 
tomorrow night (Wed.). Meeting 
was called by writers who are in 
RWG, some who are unaffiliated 
with any union and some who are 
in SWG. An RWG spokesman said 
that his guild has no connection 
with the projected organization. 

Meeting will be in RWG offices, 
but Dick Powell, chairman of new 
guild’s organizing committee, said 
the group was merely renting 
|space from RWG. Powell is also 
head of the Coast RWG committee 
| studying separation from the 
| Authors League He is also a 
|}member of SWG. The new group 
would seek to control both live and 
filmed TV. 

Last week the Coast region of 
RWG held a membership meeting 
with about 120 members present, 
of whom 80 voted not to support 
the strike action of SWG against 
ATFP. An official RWG bulletin 
issued later declared that “a large 
number of RWG members are em- 
ployed by the producers against 
whom the strike was called. These 
RWG members had no voice in the 
formulation of the demands or 
the strategy of the negotiations. 
RWG members had no assurance 
that they would have any voice 
in the conduct of the strike, its 
duration, or the terms of final set- 
tlement. 

Says ALA Order ‘Illegal’ 

“The Authors League of Amer- 
ica’s order directing members to 
strike is illegal in that the Consti- 
tution of the ALA expressly pro- 
hibits any strike action until two- 
thirds of the membership of any 
Guild affected: has voted such 
strike action. The strike was an- 
nounced by SWG and ALA even 
before strike ballots were received 
by the RWG membership.” 

Meanwhile RWG passed a reso- 
lution that a joint committee of 
the RWG and SWG be established 
to the end that: “Terms and tar- 
gets of negotiation for film tele- 
vision be formulated which will 
represent the best interests of all 
TV writers and around which all 
TV writers can unite in action. 
Also, that TV writers be afforded 
the opportunity of choosing their 
own bargaining representative.” 

The RWG action stems from the 
July, 1951, agreement of the ALA’s 
National Television Committee. 
After the RWG left that confab 
|in a dispute, NTC voted to grant 
temporary TV jurisdiction to the 
Television Writers Guild of the 
| ALA in the east and to the TWG 
of the SWG west of the Rockies. 

This decision rankled RWG. 

(Continued on page 28) 


READY N.Y. DISTRIB ORG 
ON ARROW PRODUCTIONS 


Leon Fromkess, head of Arrow 
Productions, Coast telepix outfit, 
is in New York this week to set up 
an organization to distribute the 
firm's product. Arrow’s initial 
series, “Ramar of the Jungle,” 
starring Jon Hall, is already on 
the air in a number of cities. 

First 13 of the 27-minute pix are 
completed. Fromkess has set an- 
other series, “King Arthur and 
Knights of the Roundtable,” to 
start Nov. 7 and will follow with 
a group of unrelated dramatic sub- 
jects. Syndicating outfit which 
Fromkess is setting up to handie 
them will have offices in New 
York, Chicago and Atlanta. 

Fromkess is former production 
chief for Samuel Goldwyn. He 
left in April, 1950, to organize Re- 
vue Productions, a telepix outfit, 
for Music Corp. of America and 
set up Arrow early this year. As- 
sociated with him in Arrow are 
Harry Rothschild, prez of Roths- 
child Oil Co. of California, and 
| Rudolph Flothow, formerly with 
‘Columbia and Liberty Productions. 
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Telepix 


SCKILITZ PLAYHOUSE OF 
STARS 
With Irene Duane, hostess; John 
Beal, Amanda Blake, others 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Director: Robert Boyle 
Writers: Philip MacDonald, Joan 
Harrison 
30 Mins.; Fri. (15), 9 p.m. 
SCHLITZ 
CBS-TV, N. Y. 
(Leunen & Mitchell) 
CBS-TV’s “Schlitz Playhouse,” 
whieh hasn’t shown much since 
switehing from live to film several 
months ago, almost got back on 
the right track Friday night (15). 
Latest in the half-hour vidpix 
series got off to a flying start via 


Reviews 


| of banality from which they cannot 
|extricate themselves, and the end 
‘result would be better forgotten 
|than distributed ‘as an offering in 
'a series that has a generally fair 
average. “Uncle Marty and Marie” 
is just such an offering, and it pro- 
duces nothing more than a desire 
{to change the channel. 

| Supposed comedy hook is the 
}penchant of amiable Uncle Marty 
to lend other people’s property. 
It’s not particularly funny, how- 
ever, and the script plods painfully 
{toward a conclusion rather than ‘a 
climax. One of the incidents in- 
volves a justice of the peace who's 
| Willing to call off a three-day jail 
sentence in return, for having his 








expected course, it’s still a mod- 
erately entertaining half-hour as a 
result of offbeat subject matter 
and good direction and acting. 
Story line of this latest Jerry 
Lawrence and Robert Lee opus 
concerns an aging test-tube jockey 
who’s convinced that he has over- 
come the misfortunes that beset 
the alchemists of. old and trans- 
muted base metals into gold. 
There’s an ingot at the bottom of 
the crucible to prove it. Unfortu- 
jnately, it’s nothing but sleight-of- 
jhand on the part of his loving 
daughter, who doesn’t care how 
many melting pots he cracks up as 
|long as he doesn’t crack up him- 
self. The old man is injured in a 
|blast and it looks like the secret 
| will out, but the doctor goes along 
| with the gag.to let.the chemist die 
ihappily. Fadeout, of course, finds 
}romance blossoming between the 
| doctor and the daughter. 
|dictable but pleasant. 
Sobey Mariin has done another 


a 





what looked like a highly-interest- | barn painted free, and the dubi®us | fine job of direction, and Raymond 


But, after 


ing mysierioso script. 
the ony 


the first commercial, 


morality of the situatién apparent- 
jly is supposed to be nothing com- 


| Bure turns in another of his excel- 
lent characterizations to make the 


mysterious factor remaining was! pared with its impact on the na-/|doctor credible and underline the 


why the producers ever bothered 


to lens the yarn in the first place. | 
into a confusing! the cast appeared to be. convinced | acters. 


It deteriorated 
and mediocre story, with a non- 
satisfying denouement. 

Story had John Beal as an atlor- 
ney with an adaptability‘for soiv- 
ing crimes. Wife of a university 
professor came to him for help, 
claiming her husband was trying 
to kill her. 


claiming it was his wife trying to 
kill him, and cited the same three 
instances she had given of the 
murder attempts. Story 
the earmarks of a real thriller- 
diller but it fell away to nothing 


after that. Through some_ con-| 
trived hocus-pocus, Beal discov- | 
ered which was the culprit and 


then tricked the one into signing 
a phony confession. 


Beal and Amanda Blake, as the | 


wife,. rose above the confused 


script to turn in competent thes- | 


ping jobs. Rest of the cast was 
okay. 
story, the rest of the production 
credits were good. After the gen- 
eral excellence of the Schlitz 
series when it was being aired live 
from N. Y., however, it seems too 
bad that the new film sefies can- 
not keep pace. Irene Dunne, as 
hestess, had little to do in an amus- 
ing but non-essential introduction 
to the story, indicating that the 


producegs hope to capitalize on her 
She did help spark | 


name alone. 
the show, though. 

Schlitz blurbs, also on 
were par. Stal. 


LESSON IN HOT LEAD 
(Chevron Theatre) 
With Rory Mallinson, Stacy Harris, 
Billy Gray, Kenneth MacDonald 
Distributor: MCA-TV, Ltd. 
Producer: Revue Productions 
Director: Richard Irving 
Writer: Frank Burt 
30 Mins., Fri., 9 p.m. 
CHEVRON STATIONS 
KTLA, Hollywood . 
The lead flies hot and heavy in 
the opening footage of this stand- 
ard western, but the rest of the 
way the shootin’ irons cool off and 
it settles down to a study in con- 
trasting emotions. As such it man- 
ages a fair degree of arrested 
attention, but the action fans won't 
vote it the vidpic of the year. Too 
tame for their crave of excitement. 
* Story is of two outlaws, who rob 
a bank and hole up in a hideaway. 


Just as hunger overtakes them, a | 


braw of a lad brings them provi- 
sions. 
idol and he wants to join up so 
he can pattern his life after him. 
Once cornered by the sheriff's 
posse, the head badman gives up 
without a struggle. His hidden 
motive is to save the kid from a 
life of crime by playing yellow. 
The kid catches on and decides his 
idol has feet of clay and a wide 
sireak of cowardice. And by golly, 
it works. 

Crime-bent youngster is well 
played by Billy Gray and the 
baddies by Rory Mallinson and 
Stacy Harris. They essay the roles 


with the same subdued menace as | 


become the pattern for all 
such sagebrush dramas over the 
years. Frank Burt’s script and di- 
rection by Richard Irving are par 
for the prairie. Not being on net- 
work time, KTLA loaded up the 
break with triple spots and a pro- 
gram scheduled for 9 p.m. comes 
up five minutes later. It must cost 
the show many dialers and is 
unfair to the sponsor. Heln. 


UNCLE MARTY AND MARIE 
(Sunkist Premiere Playhouse) 
With Steve Brodie, Lynne Roberts, 
Lucien Littlefield, others 
Producer: Gil Ralston 
Distributor: Screen Televideo 
Director: William Claxton 
Writer: Nathaniel Curtis 
30 Mins; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
SUNKIST 
KTLA, Hollywood 


has 


The search for comedy frequent- 


ly leads writers into blind 


Minutes after she left | 
his office, the professor walked in, | 


had all | 


With the exception of the | 


film, | 


One of the gunmen its his} 


tional funnybone. 
Director William Claxton and 


|there wasn’t much that could be 
done with the script—so they 
didn‘t exert themselves. Kap. 


THE MAGNIFICENT LIE 

(the Unexpected) 

| With Raymond Burr, Erville Alder- 
son, Carol Brannan 

Distributor-producer: Ziv TV 

Director: Sobey Martin 

Writers: Jerry Lawrence, Robert 
Lee 

30 Mins.; Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

ACME BEER 

KECA-TV, Hollywood 


The twist, in this latest in a 


there is no twist. Events run their 


series of telefilms that relies on a} ‘ ‘ b J ] . 
twist for its staying power, is that | 48signed on a frequency of 1,150 kc | plus American production crews. 


| good work by Erville Alderson and 
|Carol Brannan as the other char- 
Camera work by Curt Fet- 
|ters makes the most of the cen- 
|tury-old setting, and Hank Weay- 
| er’s commercial jollity has been 
|tied in to the script for added im- 


pact. 


Ozarks AM’er Okayed 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 
Permit to operate a new radio 
station in the Osage Beach-Grand 
| Glaize area of the Lake of the 
Ozarks has been granted by the 
FCC. Permit was granted to Rob- 

,ert M. Smith, of Kansas City. 
| Call letters of KRMS have been 





land 1,000 watts. 


It’s pre- | 





|future for reels with an education- 





| 


NEW CHI VIDFILM FIRM 
STARTS WITH STATE PIC 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Newest entry into the ranks of 
Windy City television film produ- 
cers is Producers Film Studios, 
headed up by Jack Lieb as prexy. 
Lieb was formerly associated with 
Kling Studios here, and prior to 
that had had a long hitch in the 
Metro short subjects adjunct. 

New firm is already grinding out 
TV commercials and _ industrial 
films, and will eventually branch 
out into the vidpix. package field. 
One of the first major assignments 
has been the lensing of a 38-minute 
educational film for the State of 
Illinois. 

Thinking in terms of the move 
into vidpix, Lieb sees a strong 


al format. He figures they’d be 
cheaper to produce and might 
prove to have better staying power 
than the entertainment type pix. 





Guinness ‘Topper’ Series 





| Vidpix Chatter 


New York 


Dunninger, the mentali 
to star in a new vidfilm serinacted 
Franklin Pulaski set for a role ir 
CBS’ new film show, “Tangier” ° 

rnice Coe named veepee’ in 
charge of TV Station Sales fo 
Sterling Television .. . Transame : 
tcan Broadcasting & TV. producer 
of “Greatest Story Ever Told” “oe 
formed a new film production divi, 
sion to lens pix for TV, commer- 
cials and non-theatrical industrial 
use , Gloria McGrath and 
Myrtle Layton have taken over 
production of commercial films for 
Kathi Norris .. . Telenews has 
turned out a new 1214-minute short 
-_ a on Hy os Flying Saucer 
Mystery,” wit terli ‘j 
inion. ng Films dis. 











Hollywood 
Hollywood writer Robert Ble 
and Ninon Kariweis, head of the 
Office of Internationale Artistique 
in Paris, teamed to form a vidpie 
firm which will turn out half-hour 





Prepped for England | 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. | 


Partnership for a telefilm series | 
based on “Toppers” has een | 
formed by John W. Loveton, own- 
er-producer of “Mr. and Mrs. 
North,” now being filmed here for 
television, and radio-video pack- 
ager Bernard Schubert. 

Series will be made in England 
with Alec Guinness starred, but 
Loveton is arranging for cast of 
supporting players from Hollywood 





Filming starts in October. 














TV Films in Production | 








as of Friday, Aug. 15 





WM. BOYD PROD'NS, INC. 
11700 Ventura Bivd.: Los Angeles 
| Hopalong Cassidy series of half-hour 
{western adventures now shooting. Star- 
|ring William Boyd and featuring Edgar 


Buchanan. - 
| Executive producer: William Boyd 
Associate: producer: Robert Stabler 
Production manager: Glenn Cook 
Directors: Derwin-Abbe, Tommy Carr 
WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
Sunset Studios, Hollywood 
“WILD BILL HICKOK” series of half 
hour western adventure series now in 
| preparation to resume shooting mid-Au- 
| gust. Guy Madison, Andy Devine set 


leads. 

| “CASE HISTORY” featuring Regis Too- 
lmey, Sara Hayden, and “TRAIL BLAZ- 
ERS” with Alan Hale, Jr., as set lead, 
also in preparation for fall shooting. 
Executive producer: William F. Broidy. 
Producer: Wesley Barry 

Director: Frank Meclonald 


JACK CHERTOK PRODS. 
General Service’ Studios. Hollywood 
“LONE RANGER” half hour series of 52 

videoaters now shooting. John Hart, Jay 
Silverheels set leads. 

| Producer: Jack Chertok 

| Associate Producer: Harry Poppe. 


| BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO-Pathe. Culver City 

Shooting “REBOUND” series of half 

hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 

| Motor Car Corp. ; 

| Executive producer: Basil Grillo 

| Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 

\“A CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD” in 

prepiration, 

| Half hour series of adult drama films 

|for “CROWN THEATRE” now shooting. 


| DESILU PRODUCTIONS 
{ 





General Service Studios. Hollywood 

“| LOVE LUCY” half hour comedy. se- 
ries sponsored by Philip Morris ‘shooting 
for fall season. 
} Cast: Lucille Ball, Desi William 

Frawley. Vivian Vance. 
Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 
Director: William Asher 
Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, 
Pugh, Bob Carroll, Jr 


Arnaz, 


Madelyn 


Jr. 

“OUR MISS BROOKS” half-hour com- 
edy drama series now shooting for CBS- 
| TV. General Foods sponsor. 
| Cast: Eve Arden, Gale Gordon, Jane Mor. 
|} gan, Dick Crenna, Gloria McMillan, Bob 

Rockwell, Virginia Gordon. 
| Producer: Larry Berns 
| Director: Al Lewis 
Assistant director: Jim Paisley 
| Writers: Al Lewis, Joe Quillan 


FEDERAL TELEFILM, INC. . Casi: 


Goldwyn Studios, Hollywood 
“MR, AND MRS, NORTH” series of half 
hour situation comedies now shooting 
! first 39. Barbara Britton, Richard Den- 
{ning, Francis de Sales head cast. 
, Producer: Federal TV Corporation. 
Director: Ralph Murphy. 


FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
“SMILIN’ EO’S GANG” series now shoot- 
ing. Ed McConnell, Nino Marcel head cast. 
| Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 
| Associate producer: Ralph Ferrin 

| Assistant director: Don Qlsen 


FILMCRAFT PRODS. 
8451 Melrose. Hollywood 
GROUCHO MARX starred in 29 half-hour 

| atdience participation film productions. to 
be made once a week for NBC. DeSoto- 
Plymouth sponsoring. 
Vroducer: John Guedel 
| Film producer: L. Lindenbaum 
Directors: Bob Dwan, Bernie Smith 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 
6920 Sunset Bivd.. Hollvwood 

| “ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 

| half-hour videoaters now in praparation. 

“a Davis, Billy Gray head cast. Parts to 

1 


Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 





alieys' Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 


“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 

New series of half-hour western dramas 
entitled “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 
shooting. 

Producer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart McGowan 


W. R. FRANK PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Group of 4 30-minute “MEDAL OF 

HONOR” telepix now shooting. 
Producers: W. R. Frank. William Dean 
Director: Reginald LeBorg 

Production Manager: Bart Carre 


GROSS-RASNE, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hgllywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 

26 half hour telepix sponsored by Lever 

Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 

set leads. am 

Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 
Krasne 

Director: E. A. Dupont, 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Blde.. Hollywood 
Art Linkletter starring in a_ series of 
104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KIDS.” 
Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


PAUL F. HEARD, INC. 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood | 
Series of 13 quarter-hour telepics en- 
titled “WHAT’S YOUR TROUBLE?” with 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Vinegnt Peale. 
Producer: Paul F. Heard 
Director: Paul F. Heard 
Production supervisor: Harry Cohen 


JAN PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“IT’S THE BICKERSONS” series of half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Lew 
Parker and Virginia Grey set leads. 
Producer: Jack nove 
Seiten supervisor: C. M. 
irector-writer: Phil Rapp 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee resume Sept. 3. 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


THE McCADDEN CORP. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“THE BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW” 

now shooting series of half hour comedy 
telepix. The Carnation Co. sponsor. 
George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
ree Clark, Bea Benadaret, Harry Von 
e 








Florence 





Producer: Ralph Levy 

Director: Ralph Levy 

Writers: Paul Henning, Sid Dorfman, Har- 
vey Helm, William Burns 


MARCH OF TIME 
369 Lexington Ave.. N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” se. 
ties of 26 half-hour pix. Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator, with cast including Gene Lock- 
hart, Jeffrey Lynn, Arnold Moss, Ann 
Burr and Olive Deering. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Director: Fred Stephani. 


PARSONNET TV FILM STUDIOS, 
INC, 
108 Larchmont Boulevard, Hollywood 
Casting: Jack Murton, Fred Messenger 
Shooting half-hour dramas for series en- 
titled “The Doctor,” sponsored by Proctor 
& Gamble. Features Warner Anderson. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Production manager: Henry Spitz 
Directors: Robert Aldrich, Don Siegel 
Asst directors: Jack Berne, Frank Fox 


LINDSLEY PARSONS PRODS. 


KTTV Studios: Mollywood 
Shooting “THE FI or. sErrREY 
JONES” series of half hour adventure 


telepix. 


Producer: Lindsley Parsons 2 


Director: Lew Landers 
Associate producer: Warren Douglas 


PATHESCOPE PRODUCTIONS 
580 Fifth Ave., New York City 

Now shooting “THE HUNTER,” series 
of 13 half-hour telepix, sponsored by 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. through 
William Esty. Barry Nelson heads cast. 
Producer: Ed Montagne 
Production Supervisors: Walter Raft 
Robert Drucker } 
Director: Oscar Rudolph. 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 





Now shooting “TROUBLE WITH) 
FATHER” series of 30-minute situation | 
comedies. | 


Producer: Roland Reed 
Director: Howard Bretherton } 


} 

REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 

Half hour series ef “ADVENTURES OF | 

KIT CARSON” telepix now shooting for 

Revue Prods, 
Producer: Revue Productions } 
Directors: Richard Irving, Norman Lloyd. | 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS | 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City | 


“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
comedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 
by Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. | 
Cast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin | 

Childress, Ernesiine Wade, Johnny Lee. | 

Horace Stewart. 

Supervisors: Freeman Gosden, Charles | 

Correll, Sidney Van Keuren } 
Director: Charles Barton 
Production executive: James Fonda 
Assistant director: Emmett Emerson | 





ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS | 
Goldwyn Studio, Hollywood 
ROY ROGERS now shooting 15 oater | 
telepix. Vidpix are half-hour each. Roy 
Rogers, Dale Evans topline. Pat Brad 
in support. Genera) western parts to fill. | 
Sponsored by General Foods for NBC-TV. | 
Producer: Roy Rogers 
Associate producer: Jack Lacey 
Director: Bob Walker 


SCREEN GEMS 
m 1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
Now shooting the FORD THEATRE| 
series of 39 half-hour telepix. 
Producer-director; Juies Bricken 
Assistant directos: Eddie Seata 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios, Culver City 
"RACKET SQUAD” series resume shoot- 
ing half hour telepix series Aug. 25. 
Producer: Hai Roach, Jr.; Carrol) Case 

Director: Jim Tinling 


UNITED WORLD FILMS, INC. 
Universal International Studios, 
J Tolly wood 
“THE FIGHTING MAN,” series of 13 
half-hour telepix, now shoeting. Michael 
Thomas, Cliff Clark set leads. 
Director: George Blair 


FRANK WISBAR PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood | 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” series of half | 
hour adult dramas now shooting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wishar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith } 


M aggpneneernenen ' 
WIZARD TELEPICTURES CO. 
Larchmont Studios: Hollywood | 
“DREAM IT UP” series of 15-minut 
comedy telepix begin shooting Sept 3. 
Sencha net eantred with Franklin 
» Gus . i 
phn nm ng, Benny Baker in 
Producer: B. L. Petroft 
Associate producer: Bert Douglas 
Director: B. L. Petrof 
Production manager: H. A. Hirshfield 


ZIV TV 
5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 
Fight in “BOSTON BLACKIE” series of 
half-hour telepix shoet in August. 


Directors: Eddie ris, i 
Geo. M. Cahan Davis, Sobey Martia, 


| 








stanzas in Paris and other Euro- 
pean capitals. Tagged “European 
Zone,” the series starts in the fal] 
. . Madge Meredith finished 
“Money Under the Tree” for 
Frank Wisbar’s “Fireside Theatre” 
and started work in another, “Afri- 
ean Story,” for the producer . . , 
Moppet Dominic Delgarde signed 
for two more United World vid- 
films at Universal - International 
after finishing six in the “Fight- 
ing Man” series . . . Screen Gems 
inked Fred Briskin as exec as- 
sistant to producer Jules Bricken 
in a buildup of the Columbia vid- 
film unit. Jerome Odlum and 
Betty Reinhardt were added to the 
writing staff... Raoul Kraushaar 
set as musical director and Fred 
Berger as editor on the new “Hop- 
along Cassidy” series .. . Official 
Films’ exec Mike Nidorf plande 
back to N. Y. after four weeks of 
huddles here ... Walter Lantz 
signed with Auto-Lite for a series 
of one-minute Technicolor care 
toons for television —. . Charles B. 


Brown, saleS veepee of Bing 
Crosby Enterprises, planed to 
N. Y. for huddles with CBS-TV, 


United Television Productions and 
GAC ... Bob DeSousa, former 
KNBH sales manager, named 
regional sales manager of Major 
Television Productions, Inc. 











Scripters 


Continued from page 27 =——_— 








However, its members on the NTC 
participated in the negotiations be- 
ing conducted in the east on live 
TV with the networks. It was ex- 
pected that the temporary juris- 
dictional allocation would be re- 
vamped as part of a general over- 
haul of the ALA setup. 

The reorganizational confab was 
eventually called this year, but 
RWG was again miffed because 
only a brief segment of the three- 
day parley was devoted to tele 
and no specific revamp was adopt- 
ed. It set up a special committee 
to consider the possibility and ad- 
visability of disaffiliation from 
ALA. However, at the time RWG 
declared that it would not take any 
precipitous action. 

The latest move was made, ac- 
cording to an RWG exec, because 
“the strike was called from the 
top. not by the TV writers them- 
selves.” He said that the walkout, 
directed at the 13 companies 1 
the ATFP, couldn’t result in a 


‘contract that would set a “decent 


pattern” for the industry unless 
telescripters, “many of whom are 
in RWG,” were given a voice 10 
the strike strategy. He claimed 
that a weak SWG-ATFP pact could 
“set a bad precedent when the big 
boys—the nets, major studios and 
big indie producers—get into 
films.” . 
RWG charged that SWG Is us 
ing the strike to “raid” its ranks 
and to make permanent its tem 
porary award of jurisdiction. 
SWG tagged the RWG charges 
as “lies.” On question of RWGS 
not being informed, SWG answered 
that RWG reps heard SWG plans 
outlined at the ALA's NTC. 
Screenites also. answered that 
RWG prexy Milton Merlin we 
present at all sessions but one 0 
the SWG negotiations. _— 
The SWG is getting aid v! 
interim order from Rex Stout, 
prexy. Order will be effective 
the ballots ‘on which ALA 


a an 
ALA 
until 
mem- 


jing 


bers are being polled eng 
their supvort of the a! 
counted. No deadline “a and 
return of the ballots. Order cv 
structs ALA members to “ ithho! 
scripts from the struck firms. 


strike! 
= set tor 
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Radio's Fresh Appraisal 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 


Interesting fact that agencies are moving radio out of their front 
offices and into their media departments was spotlighted here to- 
day (Tues.) by CBS Radio sales veepee John J. Karol. Speaking 


before’ the St. Louis Advertising 
fact thdt TV has usurped radio’s 


Club, he attributed this to the 
former position as the “glamor 


medium,” but said that the agencies, in turning AM over to their 
media departments, are providing further proof that it reaches 
more people today at less cost than magazines, newspapers, TV or 
“even penny postcards.” Karol declared: 

“I concede to television the fact that in the minds of many 
advertisers and agencies, TV is now the glamor medium. Much of 
its evaluation has been emotional and much of the corporate desire 


for its use based on prestige and 
curve. For many years, network 


not upon its effect on the sales 
radio was in the same position. 


But now, like its honored and accepted competitors, newspapers 
and magazines, radio is being judged in the revealing light of per- 
formance. And in that light, without benefit of the trimmings of 
glamor or the appeals of emotionalism, network radio is being 
re-appraised and, consequently, is being freshly praised.” 

Karol described radio’s new position in the agencies as “one of 
the most important and praiseworthy changes I have seen in my 


22 vears in the business.” 








New Rate Formula Makes CBS Radio 


DIO NO 1° BARGAIN SALE’ 





CBS STANTON 10 
KEEPAM, TV APART 


By BOB STAHL 


CBS prexy Frank Stanton de- 
clared this week that he has no 
intention of reintegrating the radio 
and television divisions of his net- 
work into a single operation, as 
NBC is currently doing. Such 
a move according to Stanton, can 
only “make a le bargain sale out 
of radio, and I'm not willing yet 
to write radio off.” 

Explaining his reasoning, the 
CBS chief pointed out that “the 
show is still the thing” in any 
branch of entertainment, and it’s 
impossible to program for two 
|media without doing harm to one 
| or both of them. And without 
combining the AM and TV pro- 
gram departments, he said, it 
would be senseless to reintegrate 
the sales departments. Any at- 
tempt to program radio and TV 
simultaneously, he declared, would 





‘No Deal, One Price Operation’: Karol (2:23.22. °°" °"* 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. + 

CBS Radio’s new rate formula 
re-establishes radio for CBS, at 
least, as a no deal, one price epera- 
tion, according to sales veepee 
John J. Karol. New moderniza- 
tion and simplification of the web’s 
discount structure, he said, “will 
give discounts for performance, 
and performance only, and will re- 
flect investments of advertisers in 
our facilities.” 

Speaking here today (Tues.) be- 
fore the St. Louis ..Advertising 
Club, Karol listed the most perti- 
nent points of the new formula as 
including a 25% mighttime cost re- 
duction for sponsors; a 5% boost 
for daytime advertisers Monday 
through Friday, and a reduction of 
Saturday and Sunday morning 
costs to the level of Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon costs, which will 
be lower than the cross-the-board 
charges. Averring that the new 
rate policy will stabilize radio 
values “for a long time to come,” 
Karol declared: 

“The values and the costs repre- 
sented by this structure are not 
theoretical values. They are 
values which have been established 
after many months of analysis of 
past performances and projection 
to probable future performances. 
They remove completely from our 
consciousness any interest or any 
need to make special arrangements 
for any advertiser these days—re- 
Bardless of size. They do this by 
establishing sound researched val- 
ues for all day parts of our sched- 
ule—which values are the greatest 
in all advertising.” 

Pointing out that CBS’ daytime 
program schedule is now SRO, 
Karol said the approximate 5% 
hike in daytime charges “is ex- 
ceedingly moderate,” particularly 
in view of the “disproportionate 
Increase in magazine costs as 
against their circulation guaran- 
tees.” As for bringing down the 
Costs on nighttime radio, he point- 
ed to the number of availabilities 
which CBS still has. He empha- 
Sized, though, that the cost of an 


(Continued on page 36) 


IT'LL BE FRIDAY NIGHT 
MUSIC.ON NBC THIS YEAR 


Honors for block programming 
of musical shows on Friday nights, 
Which were held by CBS Radio last 
season, will shift over to NBC in 
he fall. Latter web has scheduled 
Lucky Strike’s “Hit Parade” for the 
C o clock Friday night slot; a Coca- 

ola show, as yet unselected, which 
Wil replace the Mario Lanza pro- 
ater at 8:30; “Music by Monto- 
rm, not yet sold, at 9, and the 

Goodman orch at 9:30. 
is ae had its “Musicland, USA” 
- ast season and this summer, 
CRs 8 to 9:30 Fridays nights. 
“es S’ fall program lineup isn’t 

‘apped up yet, but the web is ex- 
Pected to forsake the block music 
aed n the new season, in favor 
“< _ oncentrating several detective 

‘eliers that night. 











Everybody’s Bug 

In some outlying video mar- 
kets, local stores have been 
bitten by the TV bug, with the 
merchants going before the 
cameras themselves to plug 
their wares. It’s a kind of per- 
sonalized selling that has been 
found highly successful, with 
viewers responding to a re- 
tailer whom they feel they’ve 
gotten to know. 


An interesting aspect of the 
hamming merchants is that 
they are using Teleprompters 
when they deliver their com- 
mercials. As a result, one sta- 
tion operator reports, he is 
making a bigger profit from 
Teleprompter fees than he is 
on the time sales. 








NBC Rate Setup 
Expected Soon: 
CBS Jumped Gun 


With CBS Radio affiliates having 
gone over the top in approving the 
new rate formula worked out by 


the network and a special affiliates 
committee last week, NBC is ex- 
pected to come out with a new AM 
rate setup within the next few 
weeks. NBC execs declared this 
week that they have a special “task 
force” studying the CBS plan, and 
while they are not yet certain ex- 
actly how closely they will follow 
it, they said that their formula will 
be competitive. 


Under agreement worked out by 
CBS brass with the affiliates group, 
85% of all CBS stations had to 
approve the plan by last Friday 
(15). before it became a fact. By 
Friday afternoon, 88.5% of the 
web's affiliates had wired in their 
acceptances, indicating that vir- 
tually all the stations will okay the 
plan. 


It’s pointed out, incidentally, 
that CBS, either accidentally or on 
purpose, displayed near-perfect 
timing with its move. With the 
selling season for new fall shows 
rapidly drawing to a close, CBS 
is now all set with its new formula 
to do business with its clients. 
NBC, on the other hand, must work 
out its own plan, then in some way 
notify its affiliates and advertisers, 
get their consent and then start to 
work selling its shows. As result, 
CBS apparently has jumped the 
gun sales-wise on the rival NBC 
web. 

In answer to this, however, NBC 
execs claim that they have already 
cleared their decks for action. They 
noted that both their affiliates and 
advertisers realize that they must 
establish rates which will be com- 
petitive with those of CBS. 


At the same time, Stanton killed 
rumors that he is contemplating 
any major change in his exec line- 
up, such as NBC is now undergo- 
ing. Fact that both Adrian Murphy, 
| prez of CBS Radio network, and 
iJ. L. -Van Volkenburg, prez of 
CBS-TV, have just been elected to 
the overall CBS directorate, he 
noted, should prove this fact. He 
pointed out that CBS now has only 
one building maintenance staff, 
which services the offices and stu- 
dios of both the AM and TV nets, 
but said that that’s as far as any 


(Continued on page 36) 


See 30,000,000 TV 
Set Sale in 5 Years 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Major Chicago-area _ television 
set manufacturers are predicting 
a long-range spurt in purchases re- 
sulting from the lifting of the 
channel freeze and the increasing 
obsolescence factor. They fore- 
see a firm market for the final half 
of this year and 1953. Next year’s 
models are making their appear- 
ance now, generally’ with lower 
price tags. 

The new Admiral line was un- 
veiled last week, with prexy Ross 
D. Siragusa reckoning 30,000,000 
sets will be sold in the next five 
years. He figures replacement and 
new-family purchases will average 
7,000,000 sets yearly. 

Motorola prez Paul V. Galvin 





ceivers. 

Both manufacturers have kin 
words for the FCC, now that the 
agency is again authorizing new 
stations. 


Educ’l Groups Take Com’! 
Tips in Plugging Shows 


The educational fraternity is 
| taking a leaf from the commercial 
| bankroller’s book and is learning 
'the importance of promoting and 
| publicizing cultural shows — not 
| merely putting them on without a 
| pitch to get an audience. 

| National Assn. of Educational 
| Broadcasters, for example, will use 
| ads to plug its “Jeffersonian Heri- 
| tage” series, which was made pos- 
|sible by a grant from the Ford 
Foundation. Klores & Carter, Inc., 
was appointed to handle advertis- 
| ing and promotion, with both daily 
| newspapers and trade publications 
|to be used. As one phase of the 
promotion, some 300,000 letters are 
| being sent out by direct mail to 
tell VIPs and other opinion mould- 
| ers about the show. 

| Ford Foundation has also signed 
a pressagent to beat the drums for 
its 90-minute “Omnibus” series, 
starting in three months on CBS- 
+ TV. Flack is Jack Perlis. 








2) Staffers Lopped 





Not Unanimous 

Underscoring the difference 
of opinion existing among 
some of the top CBS affiliate 
station managers on the new 
rate formula, it was learned 
this week that Victor A. Sholis, 
general manager of WHAS, 
Louisville, who helped spark 
the affiliates’ committee on the 
rate cut plan, has ratified the 
setup, while John Patt, prez 
of the Goodwill Stations, is 
still a holdout on the accept- 
ance list. 

While enough CBS stations 
ratified the plan by the dead- 
line Friday (15) to have it 
adopted, consensus among 
them apparently is that they 
are still dissatisfied, but feel 
this is the best deal they could 
work out at this time. 


| =. 
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Limited Use Fo 
Simulcast Seen 


By NBC s Barry 


In further clarification of his 
programming plans under NBC's 
new reintegration policy, Charles 
| (Bud) Barry, the web’s AM-TV pro- 
gram veepee, declared this week 
that he definitely will not flood the 
air with simulcasts. Barry said that 
simulcasting may be okay for cer- 
tain panel or quiz shows when it’s 














tem has no place in dramatic or 
variety programs. 
At the same time, John K. Her- 


| bert, new AM-TYV sales veepee, said | 


ithat he will postpone integration 


‘of his department until at least | 


| the first of the year. Herbert said 
| that the special research job being 
done for NBC by A. C. Nielsen Co. 
on circulation of the NBC stations 
will be finished by middle of Sep- 
tember. Current radio sales staff- 
| ers, he said, are naturally best 
|}equipped to disseminate that in- 
formation to agencies and NBC 
sponsors. In addition, Herbert de- 
clared, he wants additional time to 
study the talents and capabilities 
of staffers in both media before 
combining them into a single setup. 

Barry reiterated his previously- 
| stated thesis that he hopes to use 
| TV producers and directors for AM 
| shows and vice versa. That doesn’t 





| working on a radio show will han- 
|dle the mike positions, etc. Inte- 
gration on that score, he empha- 
sized, will be only on the level of 
top-thinking creative personnel 
and not in the technical depart- 
ments. Out of the plan, he added, 
may come some new program con- 
cepts for both radio and TV. 

As for NBC talent previously 
committed to work exclusively in 
radio or TV, Barry said he hopes 
to use a number of them in sepa- 
rate shows in both media. Per- 
formers themselves, he said, are 
beginning to realize that it is not 
possible to reach the entire U.S. 
via video only, that there is still a 
“large hunk of unduplicated audi- 
ence which must be taken into con- 
sideration.” They know, he said, 
that AM and TV actually are in- 





| terdependent and complement each 


| other, and so they are willing and 
|; eager to work in both. 


Poole’s Southern Shift 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 19. 
| Bob Poole, who recently exited 
| his -WOR-Mutual “Poole’s Para- 
dise” show after four years, has 
joined the staff of WBIG here. 
He'll conduct a daily program 
along the lines of his former net- 
‘work show, starting Sept. 1. 





not absolutely necessary to watch-| 
the participants, but that the sys- | 


Off NBC Payroll; 


McAvity Pom. Chief; Taylor Upped 


+ NBC’s newly-integrated radio- 


{ 
TV program department was final- 


ly set up over the weekend by 
|}program veepee Charles (Bud) 
| Barry, but in creating his new de- 
| partment, Barry lopped some 25 
| Staffers off the payroll. Majority 
lof those axed were TV program 
production coordinators, but also 
included in the list were several 


staffers for whom no definite as- 
signment had been forthcoming for 
the new fall season. 

According to Barry, the firings 
do not represent a cutback or econ- 
omy move, as such. Instead, he 
said, it was found that some jobs 
were duplicated under the new in- 
tegration setup. Most of those 
trimmed from the payroll have 
been given long-term notices to en- 
able them to get new jobs. As a 
result, the web is reluctant te iden- 
tify them pending their tying down 
new employment elsewhere. 

Report to Barry 

Under the unification § setup, 
Thomas A. McAvity, formerly TV 
talent and program procurement 
manager, becomes national pro- 
gram director. Davidson Taylor, 
formerly general production exec 
for TV, has been named public af- 
| fairs chief. Both McAvity and Tay- 
|lor henceforth report directly to 
Barry, with the organizations under 
|them handling shows for both the 
| AM and TV nets. Also reporting to 
| Barry is Abe Schechter, general 
| program exec, who will work on 
special assignments. Unit produc- 
tions headed by Max Liebman, 
Worthington (Tony) Miner and 
Robert Montgomery continue un- 
changed. 

Reporting to McAvity are Mer- 
ritt (Pete) ‘Barnum, named man- 
ager of new program development; 
also Fred Coe, Doug Coulter, Dee 
Engelbach, Sam Fuller, George Mc- 
Garrett, Roger Muir and Barry 
Wood, as exec producers. Carl 
Stanton was named TV program 
manager, with Leroy L. Passman as 
his assistant. John Cleary was 
named AM program manager; Arch 
Robb is manager of music services; 
Van Woodward, supervisor of the 
script department; Ross Donaldson, 
supervisor of literary rights and 
script readers, and Robert Wogan, 
supervisor of network program op- 
erations. 


Hal Kemp was named manager 
of the talent office, with Mitch 
Benson, manager of radio contract 
administration, and John Rayel, 
talent and program coordinator, re- 
porting to him. Ben Parks is TV 
program manager, Chicago, and 

















estimates the industry will turn out! mean, he said. that a radio director | Homer Beck, radio program chief, 
6,000,000 sets next year and fore-/ working on a video show will do | Chicago. 

sees an average yearly market of the button-pushing in the TV con- | 
between five and 6,000,000 re-| trol booth, or that a TV producer liam R. McAndrew, named news 


Reporting to Taylor will be Wil- 


| and special events chief; Tom Gal- 
| lery, director of sports; Ed Stan- 
jley, manager of public service 
| shows; Charles H. Colledge, man- 
‘ager of public affairs operations; 
| Leslie Vaughan, business manager 
| of public affairs, and Richard Pink- 
| ham, exec producer of “Today.” 


| Also under the new setup, and 
| reporting to Taylor, Henry C. Cas- 
| sidy, formerly AM news and special 
,events chief, becomes a radio-TV 
news commentator; Francis C. Mc- 
| Call becomes producer of “Camel 
| News Caravan”; Joseph Meyers is 
|mamed chief of the central news 
| desk, and Ad Schneider, producer, 
will concentrate now on the NCAA 
football schedule for TV. 


DETERGENT BARS LOOM 
AS EXTRA SPONSOR COIN 


Broadcast industry is looking to 
Zest, the new Procter & Gamble 
product, for some new sponsorship 
coin. 

Zest, a detergent beauty bar, 
| has been tested in several markets 
by P&G, via Benton & Bowles 
|agency. Colgate, which has a sim} 
|lar product, has also engaged in 
| tests and a battle of detergent 
\ bars might emerge. 
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FCC Moving Fast; 30 New TV Permits 
Issued in One Month, Plus 6 Educ’t 


,% 





Washington, Aug. 19. + 


Moving much faster than was 
cottetaents the FCC has already 
issued authorizations for 30 new 
TV stations since it began process- 
ing applications a little over a 
month ago. In addition, the agency 
has handed out permits for six 
noncommercial educational _ sta- 
tions. 

As result of the authorizations, 
television is being brought to 18 
U. S. cities which have been 
hitherto without local stations or, 
in most cases, beyond the range of 
satisfactory video reception. Two 
VU. S._ territories—Hawaili and 
Puerto Rico—will also soon have 
TV by virtue of authorizations for 
Honolulu and San Juan. 

Among the non-TV cities given 
commercial station construction 
permits are Denver, Portland, Ore., 
Mobile, Fl Paso, Bridgeport, Aus- 


tin. Tex., Baton Rouge, Spokane, 
New Bedford, Mass., Youngstown, 
O.. Fort Lauderdale and Flint, 
Mich. 


Last week, the Commission is- 
sued authorizations for six com- 
mercial and two noncommercial 
stationss The commercial permits 
went to The Appalachian Co. and 
radio station WGBI in Scranton; 
station KTSM in El Paso; Harry L. 
Liftig in Bridgeport; Polan Indus- 
tries in Ashland, Ky., and station 
WAFB in Baton Rouge. 

Except for the El Paso grant, 
all of these permits were for UHF 
stations. 

N. Y. Educ’l Web 


The noncommercial permits were 
for stations in New York City and 
Binghamton, both to be operated 
on UHF channels. These stations 
will be part of a projected eight- 
station statewide educational net- 
work in New York which will 
eventually include Albany, Buffalo, 


Rochester, Syracuse, Ithaca and 
Utica. Authorizations for five of 
these cities have already been 
made. 


Commission action in granting 
the educational permits to the 
New York State Board of Regents 
prior to actual legislative appro- 
priations for the project was taken 
over the dissent of Commissioner 
Edward Webster, who feared such 
policy might result in TV chan- 
nels laying idle for a year or two 
after the grant. In the meantime, 
he said in a dissenting opinion, 
qualified privately endowed educa- 
tional institutions might be pre- 
vented from operating noncom- 
mercial stations “for the obvious 
reason that facilities reserved for 
this purpose were being held but 
not used by groups at least tem- 
porarily unqualified financially.” 


Negro-Owned AM 
Set for Kaycee 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 


One of the few Negro-owned and 
Negro-operated radio stations is 
planned for Kansas City within 90 
days. Station is KPRS, which re- 
cently was purchased from the 
Johnson County Broadcasting Co., 
and is being moved here from 
Olathe, Kans., by the new owners, 
Twin Cities Advertising Agency, 
Inc. 

Twin Cities is headed by E. E. 
Pate, president, who said KPRS 
will be programmed for colored au- 
diences entirely. Studios and of- 
fices will be located in the east 
side Negro district, and transmitter 
site nearby is now being sought. 
Moving of station equipment from 
Olathe already is under way. Pate 
expects the new station to be in 
operation in the late fall. 


Type of programming is not new 
to Pate, who has been doing it for 
more than two years now via 
KCLO, Leavenworth, Kans. Pate 
has four hours daily bought in a 
package deal from KCLO, and fills 
this time with programs originat- 
ing In studios at the Twin Cities 
offices here. Products are pretty 
much standard items also adver- 
tised on other stations. Difference, 
according to Pate, is the Style of 
programming, which is designed to 
attract colored audiences. 





Other entirely Negro-owned and | 


Operated siations are in Atlanta 
and Nashville, 


a 
Four-Year Scoop 
Washington, Aug. 19. 

Somewhat belatedly, but 
nevertheless effectively, CBS 
tossed in a new candidate for 
winner of the political scoop 
sweepstakes between the net- 
works. “Capitol Cloakroom,” 
weekly interview show from 
the capital, insists it’s way out 
front with a four-year beat on 
the nomination of Gov. Adlai 
Stevenson as Demmy presi- 
dential candidate. 

On Jan. 19, 1949, Chester 
Bowles, then governor of Con- 
necticut, now U. S. Ambassa- 
dor to India, and the newly- 
elected governor of. Illinois, 
Stevenson, shared the inter- 
view spotlight on the web ra- 
dio show. Questioned on his 
choice for Democratic presi- 
dential nominee in ’52, Bowles 
named Stevenson. This is what 
he said: 

“My No. 1 candidate for 
President in 1952 is Mr. Tru- 
man, if he wants to run again, 
and my second nominee would 
be Governor Stevenson here.” 


Nix Chi NABET 
Bid for Megger 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Efforts of the National Assn. of 
Broadcast Engineers and Techni- 
cians (NABET) to organize units 
for radio directors and associate 
radio directors at NBC and ABC 
studios in Chicago blew up yester- 
day (18), when the National Labor 
Relations Board dismissed the 
case. 


In an order affirming findings 
of examiner Virginia M. McElroy, 
the board ruled that directors and 
associate directors are supervisors, 
as contended by the Radio and 
Television Directors Guill (AFL) 
which opposed the NABET bid, 
and that it therefore had no juris- 
diction to determine the question 
of representation. 


The Board found that radio di- 
rectors have full responsibility for 
the final form of radio programs 
assigned to thém, that they hold 
auditions, hire talent, conduct re. 
hearsals, give orders to engineers, 
sound-effects men and musicians, 
and possess “ample authority” to 
carry out their assignments. 


Regarding NABET’s contention 
that the directors give orders 
“which merely describe a desired 
effect but de not prescribe the 
mann.r of achieving the effect,” 
the board held that “it is the di- 
rector’s concept of a desired effect 
that governs the response of the 
engineers and musicians”- and that 
the limitations in his operations 
do not, in the field of radio, de- 
tract from “responsible” direction. 


“These employers (NBC and 
ABC),” the board concluded, 
|“have but one product, and it is 
the directors alone who have the 
responsibility of initially preparing 
and ultimately presenting the prod- 
uct — an integrated, coordinated 
radio program. In this way, the 
directors, exercising independent 
judgment, fulfill a fundamental 
function of management.” 


Dukoff Sues NBC for 1006 
For Scotland Yard Show 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 














Damages of $100,000 are asked 
by Ed Dukoff in a suit filed in Su- 
| perior Court against NBC, charg- 
|ing the network with theft of his 
| story material and a format for 
|a radio series based on the files of 
|Seotland Yard. Also named in the 
suit is Tom McCray, western pro- 
| gram manager for NBC. 

Dukoff declares his story mate- 
rial, submitted in November, 1950, 
was returned in 30 days. In April, 
1951, he asserts, NBC came out 
with a series titled “Whitehall 
1212.” This series, the complaint 
Says, is substantially like the ma- 
terial he submitted as “From the 
Files of Scotland Yard.” 

Dukoff, former Broadway nitery 
p.a., is now exclusively personal 
rep for Danny Kaye. 


McMahon Named Sports — 
Head for Dulfont Web 


“Thomas J. McMahon has been 
named director of sports for the 
DuMont web, filling the job left 
vacant since Tom Gallery moved 
over to NBC. 

Formerly a radio-TV exec with 
the N. W. Ayer agency, McMahon 


broke in as an announcer on 
WNBF, Binghamton, N. Y., in 
1935. 





TV Hearings On 
Channel Contests 


To Start Oct. | 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Hearings have been set for Oct. 
1 in Washington for contested tele- 
vision channels in Denver, Canton, 
O., Portland, Ore., and Waterbury, 
Conn. 
These will be the first hearings 





on TV channels since the lifting 
of the freeze. However, on July 11, 
|the FCC authorized 14 stations in 
nine cities, awarding non-contested 
channels. Stbsequently, 14 more 
| stations were authorized including 
\four for non-commercial educa- 
| tional use. 

The new Denver hearings will 
jinvolve Channel 4, sought by 
| KMYR Broadcasting Co. and Met- 
|ropolitan Television Co.; Channel 
'7, sought by Aladdin Radio and 
| Television, Inc., and Denver Tele- 
| vision Corp. 

Empire Coil Co. got Channel 27 
in Portland, Ore., in July. The new 
hearings will involve Channel 6, 
wanted by KOIN, Inc., Pioneer 
Broadcasters, Inc., and KXL Broad- 
casters; Channel 8, on applications 
of Westinghouse Radio Stations, 
and Portland Television, 
Channel 12, Oregon Television, 
Inc., and Columbia Empire Tele- 
casters, Inc.; Channel 21, with Mt. 
Scott Telecasters, Inc., and Van- 
couver Radio Corp. of Vancouver, 
Wash., in competition. 

The Canton hearing will be for 
Channel 29. The Brush-Moore 
Newspapers and Stark Broadcast- 
ing Co. both want it. 

In Waterbury WATR, Inc., and 
the American Republican, Inc., are 
both after Channel 53. 


Vet WCBS Gabber Turns 
Valedictory Show Into 
Pitch for Another Job 


In a unique instance of a radio 
performer turning his valedictory 
on one station into a pitch for a 
job on another, Phil Cook wound 
his near-20-year stint recently on 
WCBS, the CBS Radio web’s N. Y. 
flagship, by berating the station 
for axing him. Show, incidentally, 
is taped, which gave WCBS the 
chance to edit Cook’s script. Sta- 
tion management, however, wanted 
Cook to “have his say,” so let the 
show take the air with only minor 
modifications. 

Cook had been a perennial with 
his one-man gabber-musical show 
in the 8:15 to 8:30 a.m. slot on 
WCBS, and had been drawing 
down good ratings. Station man- 
ager Carl Ward, however, thought 
he could draw better ratings and 
more business with more cof a 
variety format in that period, so 
hired Bob Haymes away from 
WNEW, N. Y. indie, to take over 
not only Cook’s time but also the 
half-hour immediately following, 
which had been occupied by Mar- 
garet Arlen. 

With WCBS thus giving him the 
widest possible latitude for his 
finale, Cook explained to his listen- 
ers how unhappy he was to leave 
the station. He said he would be 
willing to accept an offer from 
another station for “almost pea- 
nuts” at the start because he was 
confident that he could build that 
same 8:15 to 8:30 time slot into a 
high-rating payoff position. 


Liv’s Berg to Coast 


Lee Berg, staff scripter for 
Frederic W. Ziv Co., Ziv TV and 
World Broadcasting, has been 
transferred to the Coast 

Berg will start work immediate- 
ly on “Freedom, U.S.A.,” new Ziv 
AM show. Berg has written “Fa- 
mous Jury Trials,” “Mystery The- 
atre,” “Boston Blackie,” and other 
shows, and is currently working 
with Harry Revel on a play “Get 
Up and Go.” 




















Inc.; | 





RCA’s ‘Get Out the Vote’ Ads 


Tying in with the upcoming Presidential election, RC 


a fullseale advertising campaign 
throughout — country, keyed 
Comes to 18,000, 

which makes no straight pitch for 


000 Whistle Stops.” 


A te 
yesterday (Tues.) in iewsonen 


to the slogan, “The Campai 
Text of the institutional ey 
RCA receivers but plugs both the 


parent company and NBC, details the role being played by TV in 


bringing Government back to the people. 


Ads cite the way Ty 


actually provided “60,000,000 delegates” to the Chicago conven. 
tions, adding that because video coverage makes the public better 
informed, “they will be able to vote for men and principles, anq 


not just for party labels.” 
to vote this year. 
Explaining TV’s development a 


devised for self-government,” the ads quote a remark m 
1923 by Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA board chairman. 


effect, “I believe that television, 


seeing, as well as hearing, by radio, will come to pass in due 
. it may be that every broadcast receiver for home use 


Ads are designed to convince the public 


s “the greatest tool we have yet 
ade in 
J . to the 
which is the technical name for 
course 
in the 


future, will also be equipped with a television adjunct by which 
the instrument will make it possible for those at home to see what 
is going on at the broadcast station.” 

Text of the ads, which were sparked by RCA prexy Frank M 
Folsom, who coined the “whistle stops” catchphrase, also detai|< 


how there will be “more and better TV coming.” 


happen,” the ads point out, “that 


“It’s bound to 
some day—and soon—we will be 


able to sit in on sessions ef Congress and perhaps even the de- 
liberations of our Supreme Court. And it’s a certainty that we will 
see television cross the ccean and give every TV setowner a pass- 


port to the world.” 








Capp Sees Comics Carryover In TV: 


Gives Out With ‘Different’ Approach 





the 38 other high band tele outlets 
in the U. S. 


Philco June Sales 
Soar; Profits Dip 


Philadelphia, Aug. 19. 

Although Phileco Corp. sales for 
the June quarter were the highest 
in the company’s history, earnings 
dipped 9c a common share. Sales 
during the second three months of 
1952 were $80,917,000, compared 
with $57,499,000 for the same pe- 
riod last year. 

Net earnings were $1,948,000 or 
52c a common share, compared 
with $2,220,000, or 62c a share, 
last year. For the first half of this 
year, Philco sales were 312% be- 
low a year ago, while earnings fell 
20%. Sales totalled $165,156,000 
against $171,023,000 a year ago; 
net income $4,289,000, or $1.16 a 
share, as against $5,741,000, or 
$1.58 a share. 

The drop in earnings according 
to William Balderston, Philco pres- 
ident, was due to taxes. Philco 
last year had a tax credit of $1,- 
728,000, while this year its taxes 
totalled $2,656,000. Inventories of 
all Phileo products are at a mini- 
mum, Balderston said. Govern- 
ment work is increasing and sev- 
eral new orders for advanced types 
of electronic equipment have been 
received. 


Western Pa. Indie Buy 
Kills Off Competition 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 

Frank Smith, owner of WBVP in 
Beaver Falls, Pa., bought out 
WRYO in Rochester, Pa., just a few 
miles away, and promptly closed 
the doofs of the latter operation. 
Equipment is being dismantled and 
will be sold. WRYO was WBVP’s 
chief competition in the Beaver 
Valley. 

Smith is former manager of 
WWSW, indie Pittsburgh operation 
owned by the morning Post- 
Gazette, who left here several 
years ago to go into the Beaver 
Falls market on his own. 

Since folding of WYRO, vacat- 
ing 1,050 ke, station WBUT in 
Butler, Pa., owned and operated 
by that town’s newspaper, the 
Eagle, has made application to the 
FCC for permission to change 
from 1,580 to 1,050, which would 
also give it additional power, 500 
watts. WBUT is managed by Phil 
Hirach, a former Pittsburgher who 
joined the station in May, 1951. 











* Cartoonist Al Capp, creator of 

‘ Li'l Abner and the other denizens 

WOR-TV Power Bid of Dogpatch, is trying for somes 

: thing different in his new program, 

WOR-TV, N. Y., has bought the | the Al Capp Show, which he calls 

| powerful high band TV amplifier, | ; “television essay,” on WNBT 

recently developed by Standard | Nn, Y. “The most interesting sight 

| Electronics, and has applied to the} on Tv,” he says, “is the guy, the 

| FCC for permission to increase its | kind of person the viewer wouldn't 

power. ordinarily meet, saying something 
New amplifier would make! unpredictable.” 

WOR-TV’s radiated power 100 kilo- Capp stressed the element of un- 

watts stronger than that of any of | predictability. “The trouble with 


most tele shows,” he says, “is that 
you know the plots, you know the 
speaker’s way of thinking, almost 
the exact phrasing. On the other 
hand, I think someone like Arthur 
Godfrey is exciting to watch be- 
cause of his unpredictability.” 

He approaches video with humil- 
ity, Capp says, because in the past 
he burlesqued and ridiculed it in 
his syndicated strip and magazine 
writing. “But it’s different being 
a critical member of the audience 
and being the poor stiff in front 
of the camera trying to get some 
life out of the audience,” he con- 
fides. “Nevertheless, I’m in it nov, 
and that is, possibly, proof that I 
was entirely right in my past judg- 
ment.” 

Although his trade is humor, 
Capp says he isn’t striving to be 
funny. “I want chiefly, just a 
chance to talk, to make interesting, 
imaginative conversation—with a 
certain amount of courage. How 
successfully I’m doing that, I don't 
know,” Capp said. “If it turns out 
fun, so much the better, but my 
main goal is not to amuse.” 

‘Two Main Industries’ 

Capp enjoys monologing on sub- 
jects such as war and marriage, the 
“two main industries of mankind.” 
The purpose of marriage, he said 
on a recent Sunday morning edi- 
tion, is to increase the population; 
the purpose of war is to decreasé 
the population. “Men wear unl 
forms for waging war,” he added, 
“women wear uniforms for waging 
marriage, uniforms designed s0 
that their weapons will be con- 
cealed—but not too concealed. 

A careful student of the roots 
and principles of humor, Capp 
feels that the targets for wit in 
mass media are becoming more an 
more restricted. “One can either 
make a personal joke, directed at 
oneself or a stooge, or the large 
enormous joke which kids the en- 
tire human race,” he _ explains. 
“You’re okay as long as you /ay 
off the specific insanity and dont 
refer to specific groups. But one 
can rib the entire race of humans, 
because that includes me, and the 
viewer feels it hits everybody but 
him.” : 

Capp says he is aiming his pro 
gram, not at the “undemanding 
housewife and the fascinated 
child,” but at the millions ° 
adults who are tired of “dullish 
political forums and emasculated 
news programs. “When I started my 
comic strip,” he recalls, “I had an 
audience of 12,000,000 kids. Then 
I decided to go after adult readers 
—and today I have an audience . 
40,000,000—while the kids — 
right along. In the comics I foun 
that people want something reel 
vocative, amusing and differen” 
and I think I'll find the same ! ing 
true in TV.” 
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Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Indie TV station WBKB is well 
on its way toward another record- 
veaking year with the '52 before- 
taxes profit figure expected to top 
the $2,000,000 mark. If the first 
six-month earning pace 1s main- 
tained through the last lap, the 
Balaban & Katz-owned station will 
easily exceed the $1,800,000 net 
‘cred last year, making it one 


ot the top money makers in the 
stry. 
ge manager John Mitchell 
is confident the final half this year 
will be as good, and probably bet- 
ter, than the first six-month pe- 
riod, He told VARIETY fall bookings 
already in the house are running 
at the highest levels in the four 
year's he’s been at the helm. ‘ 
Surprisingly, the pending United 
Paramount Theatres takeover of 
ABC, now going through the FCC 
mill, is having practically no ef- 
fect on WBKB time selling, Mitch- 
ell says. When and if the welding 
comes about, WBKB’s Channel 4 
will be sold to CBS-TV for $6,000,- 
000 and its call letters will be 
moved over to Channel 7, currently 
occupied by WENR-TV, the Chi 
ABC o.&o0. WBKB is presently 
serving as the CBS affiliate here. 
Admittedly, the eventual shift 
will cause some contractual con- 
fusion when WBKB and WENR-TV 
fuse and when WBBM-TV moves 
into Channel 4 as the CBS-TV 
owned-station. But the UPT-ABC 
merger has been hanging fire so 
long now that it has ceased to be 
much of detcrrent for potential ad- 
vertisers. Also Mitchell has oper- 
ated on the theory since the wed- 
ding was first proposed, with the 
expected drawn-out FCC hearings, 
that it would have to be “business 
as usual” at the old stand until the 
deal was actually consummated. 
Then there's the already negotiat- 
ed sales pact with CBS which 
states the web shall assume the 


preakil 





} 


| 
| 
| 





normal business contracts of the | 


station when it takes over, which 
is construed to mean that WBKB 
bankroller agreements must be 
honored by WBBM-TV. 
‘Get It While We Can’ 
Since, however, the day likely 
will come when WBKB ceases to 
exist as an independent station and 
becomes the Chi ABC-owned sta- 
tion with all the personnel and 
operational revamping that entails, 
there are logical “get it while we 
tan overtones to the present 
WBKB “business as usual” stance. 
Its a compact, fat-free, opera- 
tion with running costs kept to a 
minimum and practically the whole 
force of the operation focused on 
the selling front. Mitchell has long 
recognized the dangers of TV pric- 
ing itself out of the reach of the 
Small local bankroller and as a 
result the station’s sales policy has 
(Continued on page 36) 


Hickman to NBC 








Don’t Crane Now 
St. Louis, Aug. 19. 
Shades of Rosie the Riveter. 
Staffers at KLXW are going 
around with a new theme song 
—‘‘Never underestimate the | 
power of women—or of radio.” 
In a tieup with the Missouri | 
State Employment Service, the | 
station aired a single spot for 
a “female electric overhead | 
crane operator.” But the yocks | 
turned to wonderment when 
within a few hours the employ- 
ment service received some 75 
phone calls and 18 aeceptable 
applicants. The first applicant 
sent out got the job. 


ABC-TV on Gabber 
Kick; Mulls Davis, 
MMM for Roster 


ABC is planning to brihg more 
of its radio commentators into tele- | 
vision, with Elmer Davis and Mary 
Margaret McBride likely to be the 
next web gabbers to go tele. 


Project is a development of the 
pattern which started with Drew 
Pearson's doubling into téle a few 
months back and wfth Walter 
Winchell slated to add TV Oct. 5, | 
each of them doing separate AM | 
and TV shows. It should be noted | 
that both Winchell and Pearson 
have sponsors, pointing up the | 
commercial potentialities of com- | 
mentating—as differentiated from 
straight newscasting—in tele. 

In part the ABC-TV interest in 
adding gabbers stems from its ex- 
periences at the recent presi- 
dential conventions, when there 
was high viewer interest in watch- 
ing a reporter comment on the 
developments of the hour. To some 
degree the nominating conclaves 
were a showcasing for the big ABC 
stable of spielers, which the chain 
feels spans broad gamut of 
opinion. 

Addition of Miss McBride, Davis | 
or other opinionators is not anj| 














net has been talking to MMM about 
the possibility of simulcasting her | 
network radio strip three days a | 
week. 


GUILD’S SUMMER SUB 
WINS OWN FALL SPOT 


Impressive ratings which NBC | 
has been drawing down this sum- 
mer with its Sunday night “Best | 
Plays” series, in as a sustaining | 
replacement for “Theatre Guild of | 
the Air,” has led the web to keep 








the show on the air for the new 
In faH season. Hour-long dramas are 
Na U | tentativeiy slated for the Friday | 


eerty got caught on the horns 
~ its station-clearance dilemma 


‘sain this week and, as a result, | 


| night lineup when “Theatre 
| Guild” returns, but a definite time | 
| slot hasn’t been selected. 

| Guild, incidentally, has reported- 


lost the Herman Hickman sports | ly squawked about the idea, com-| 
ow, to be bankrolled by Hick- | Plaining that the show is too close 


ms new employer, 
‘gar. to the NBC video web.~ 
BS had planned to slot 


General |in éormat to its drama programs. 


|For the fall, however, NBC is 


the changing the title to “Great Plays” 


show Sunday nights at 6. but found | and thinks that moving the series 


+ Went out to clear time on 
al th liate stations that too many 
On shan 224 Previous commitments 
heyy S for other networks. As a 
nee sue cigar firm took its busi- 
the to NBC. Latter web will air 
ra, 'osram Fridays from 7:15 to 
contin n. Cigar firm, however, will 
Spot” ox to bankroll its “Sports 
dich row on CBS-TV Wednesday 
— alter the Pabst fights. 
oe resigned his job as 
Week ootball coach at Yale last 
vor ¢° devote his full time to TV 

+, and General Cigar had 


— him up for the new sports 


Stain. 
Tegular 


4 “Celebrity 







Panelist on 
Time.” 


CBS-TV’s 


Hickman had been a/| bh 
| “Strike It Rich” and “Big Pavyoif. 


| over to Friday nights should give | 
'the Guild no reason to beef. 





Framer Set as Producer 


On Campbell Soup ‘Double’ 


Indie packager Walt Framer has 
been tapped to serve as exec pro- 
ducer on “Double or Nothing, 
which preems on CBS-TV Oct. 6 | 
under sponsorship of Campbell | 
Soups. Quizzer will hold down the | 
2 to 2:30 p.m. slot Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 


Framer is packager 





of both. 


Bert Parks will emcee “Double.” 


itheir coin on 
| health. 


| funds 
|fashion to round out spending in 


MBS MAKES HAY IN 
(his WBKB Heads for $2,000,000 | 
‘32 Profit in Alltime Earning Peak 


° 


CHAGS NEW COIN. 
1D 19% OVE! 


By BERT BRILLER 








Despite all the talk of network 


|radio’s being scuttled, Mutual in|} 


the past few weeks has quietly 
garnered a healthy bag of new 
sponsorship cash. 


advertisers are 
AM’s 


major 


They 
“original AM budgetary appropria- 
tions,” not merely supplemental 
allocated in helter-skelter 


ay: 


New biz gives MBS a virtually | 
| solid early -Sunday evening block 


and places the SRO sign on its 
cross-the-board moppet lineup. 

Wiidroot bought half “The Shad- 
ow,” Sundays at 5-5:30 p.m., plus 
15 minutes of “20 Questions” Sat- 
urdays at 8 p.m. (latter purchase 
giving the veteran parlor game its 
first bankroller since Ronson bowed 
out two seasons back). Wildroot, 
via BBD&O, will also launch two 
five-minute quickies, Tuesday and 
Thursday at 7:55 p.m., in which 
Parker Fennelly, in his New Eng- 
land Yankee characterization, will 
comment satirically on the news. 

Libby, McNeill & Libby is pick- 
ing up “Nick Carter” at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, and Vick Chemical is tak- 
ing a five-minute newscast at 4:55 
p.m. With Seabrooke 
newing “Matthew Bell” at 4:30 
p.m. and Motorola having recently 
taken the alternate week on “True 
Detective Mysteries” with William- 
son Candy at 5:30, the Sunday who- 
dunit block is fully backed, except 
for the 6 p.m. slot. 

Murine, which last season had 
Cecil Brown for five minutes, will 
take Gabriel MHeatter’s quarter- 
hour stanza on Friday nights at 

(Continued on page 36) 





Commy Time ‘Headache’ 


Explained Via NARTB 


Polit. ‘Catechism’ Guide 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Some of the specifics of the 
“equal time” requirements of the 


available to candidates for office 
are spelled out in 


to members last week by the Na- 
tional Assn. of Radio and TV 
Broadeasters. 

Designed to answer questions by 


| broadcasters besieged by requests and-a-half 


for air time by political office- 


GRASS ROOTS 





Picture has the | 
web's execs convinced that several 
wagering | 
continued | 
opine that this is | 








Pencil Parade 
Top CBS-TV execs, inchid- 
ing prexy J. L. Van Volken- 
burg and several veepees, 
moved into their lush new of- 
fices last week on the 19th 
floor of the web’s 485 Madison 
Ave. (N. Y.> headquarters. 
New space has _ everything 
from shiny, expensive-looking 
ashtrays to a private dining- 
room, complete with fully-fur- 
nished, all-electric kitchen. 
Seems the builders, how- 
ever, forgot one important 
item in the modern decor— 
there’s not a single pencil- 
Sharpener on the floor So 
each morning at 9 o'clock, all 
the 19th floor secretaries trek 
down the stairs (private, no 
less) to the 18th floor, where 
they preen their pencils on the 
| Sharpener outside the  old- 
fashioned office of sales serv- 
| ice chief Bill Fagan (now 
known as “Wild Bill’’). 


‘Tandem’ Policy ; 
To Stay at NBC 








Farms re- | 


| With 3 Shows Set 


| 
| NBC will continue its “Opera- 
tion Tandem” sales policy this year 
and has tentatively set three shows 
for the ‘plan, under which a trio 
of sponsors get billing on all three 
shows. Programs selected are “‘Bar- 
rie Craig,” the William Gar7n 
private-eye starrer, which goes 
| Sunday evenings; the Red Skeiiou 
| show, scheduled for Tuesday nights 
|at 8, and the Judy Canova show, 
|for which a time slot has not yet 
been determined. 

Final “Taniiem” setup will de- 
pend on NB’s success in lining 
up the three sponsors. American 
| Home Products reportedly is near 
the inking stage to lead off the 
parade. If it comes in, the billings 
will be enough to enable NBC to 





| FCC in making broadcast facilities | break even on the three shows. 


| Then revenue derived from the 


| “Tandem” last year was partici- 

pated in by Chesterfield, Whitehall 
| Pharmacal and RCA. They had 
;commercial spotting on the hour- 
Sunday night “Big 
| Show” and the Friday night Dean 


656 Weekly ‘Omnibus’ Nut Puts It 
'h|| In Super-Cost Class; 136 Per Sponsor 


+ 


CBS-TV’s new “Omnibus” show, 
to be produced by the Ford Foun- 


| dation’s Radio-TV Workshop, will 


i 
| 


| 











carry a weekly talent and produc- 
tion nut of $65,000 which, with its 
scheduled 26-week schedule, will 
make it one of the most expensive 
video shows on the air this year. 
Foundation has earmarked §$2,- 
000,000 for the project and is pre- 
pared to pay all station charges 
for any amount of time which CBS 
is unable to sell prior to the show's 
kickoff Nov. 9. It’s to be aired 
Sundays from 4:30 to,6 p.m., and 
CBS has already lined up 21 live 
stations. 


Under the sales setup, CBS is 


offering the show to five partici- 


| sition. 


pating sponsors, who are to buy in 
for $13,000 each per week. Each 
bankroller is to be included in 
opening and closing billboards each 
week, plus a straight two-minute 
plug placed after one of the pro- 
gram’s features and rotating in po- 
In addition, the show will 


|inelude a special five-minute in- 
| stitutional blurb, which is to be 


| 


| 
{ 
| 
| 


“A Political | other two bankrollers to be lined | 
immediate prospect, although the | Broadcast Catechism” distributed | up would represent profits. 


| 
| 


seekers, “Catechism” points out | Martin-Jerry Lewis program. “Big | 


| that stations don't have to sell or 


give time to any candidate, but 
that if they do for one they must 
for the others. 

Among the so-called “headache”’ 
questions which the “Catechism” 
answers is whether a broadcaster 
is required to make time avail- 
able to a Communist Party candi- 
date. The broadcaster is told that 
“If the Communist Party is a le- 
gally recognized party in your 
state. and if they have a candi- 
date legally qualified for the office 
he is seeking. and if you have 


' scheduled time for another candi- 


date for that office. the law re- 
quires that the Communist be 
given “equal opportunities.” 
“Catechism” suggests that 
broadcasters meet the “dilemma” 
of the Communist demand for 
time by following the practice of 
one station which announces be- 
fore and after the Communist talk 
that “the preceding (or following) 


program was ‘or is) sponsored by | 


the Communist Party and is car- 
ried by this station as required by 
the Federal Communications Act 
and by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. All funds re- 


ceived in payment for this program | 


have been donated to (local 

charity or patriotic group.)” 
Preparation of the “Catechism,” 

said NARTB, was prompted by the 


“unprecedented” number of ques- 


tions being asked this election year 


by broadcasters, reflected by the 
growing requests of candidates for 
time on television and radio. 


| Show” has been axed this year and 


| Chesterfield will bankroll the 


| Martin-Lewis show on its own. 


‘NBC STILL SEEKING 
OPEN TIME FOR MINER 


NBC is still undecided on what 








time to provide for a TV dramatic | 


show this fall 
aegis of Worthington L. (Tony) 
Miner. With most of its video time 
| already sold out, the web is mull- 
| ing the idea of either having Miner 
do an hour-long show Sunday after- 
noons at 3, or else retain his cur- 
rent “Curtain Call” series as a half- 
| hour evening entry. 

When Miner swung over from 
'CBS to NBC last spring, it was 
planned that he would have a show 
Wednesday nights at 8, replacing 
the defunct “Kate Smith Evening 
Heur.” NBC could not sell the 
show, however, and since then has 
sold the time to other bankrollers 
for different programs. 


5 J . . 
| Levy’s Profit-Sharing 
Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Ralph Levy, TV producer-direc- 
itor, and CBS got together on a 





} 


under production | 


Mowrey Named As 


devoted to the business of each of 
the five sponsors on a rotating basis 
every fifth week. These plugs are 
to be produced on film by the 
Workshop and in cooperation with 
each sponsor’s agency, but at no 
additional cost. 
Unconventional 

“Omnibus,” which is to be em- 
ceed by Alistair Cooke, U. S. cor- 
respondent of the Manchester 
(England) Guargian, will inaugu- 
rate a number of new program- 
ming techniques. While there are 
to be five or more separate fea- 
tures each week, they will not be 
confined to any specific time pat- 
tern, but can run the number of 
minutes “best suited to effective 
presentation.”” In addition, the 
show vill break away from the 
conventional 13-week series pat- 
tern. Each type of feature is to 
be presented “as many times as it 
will be interesting and no more,” 
according to the Foundation and 
CBS. 

As example of the type of ma- 
terial to be included in the show, 
the Foundation detailed one pros- 
pective program as having a w.k. 
American comedian describe a 
British cricket match; “Camera 
Miracles,” which would be studies 
in slow motion and highspeed pho- 
tography; a quarter-hour segment 
on “What Is an Oréhestra,” to be 
conducted and narrated by Leo- 
pold Stokowski; “Your Name in 
sights,” or the story of how a 
Broadway star is created: a five- 
minute editorial feature on plas- 
tics, and a segment titled “Mr. 
Lincoln,” devoted to the “signifi- 
cant aspects” of Abraham Lin- 
coln's life. 

Robert Saudek, Workshop's direc- 
tor, will be exec producer of “Om- 
nibus,” with Franklin Heller as as- 
sociate. Exec editorial staff for 
the show will be headed by two 
former Life magazine execs: Jo- 
seph J. Thorndike, Jr., former 
managing editor, and Oliver Jen- 
sen, former senior editor. 





WJZ-TV Pom. Mor. 


Paul Mowrey will be named pro- 
gram manager of WJZ-TV. N. Y., 
in a move by ABC-TV to hypo its 
Gotham key. 

Mowrey, now in TV _ program 
sales for the skein, was formerly 
head of tele for ABC when it was 
getting its feet wet in the medium. 
He originally set up WJZ-TV four 
years ago and helped launch all of 
the chain's five owned-and-oper- 
ated tele operations 

With the owned stations assum- 


|ing greater importance in the vari- 


}ous webs’ 


five-year contract, which gives him | 


|an equity in shows he creates. He 
| shares in the Cass Daley show, 
| based on his original idea. 

Levy has directed Ed Wynn. 
Jack Benny and 


Alan Young, 
‘Burns & Allen. 


| 
i 


setups, particularly 
from the point of cash income, 
ABC is shifting Mowrey from the 
network sector to local operations. 
Incumbent program chief of WJZ- 
TV is Hal Hough, who was brought 
east from the web's midwest oper- 


j ation. 
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STORK CLUB ° 
With Sherman Billingsley, Morton 
Bill Corum, Connie 
Towers, Deems Taylor 
Producer: Myron C. Dutten 
Director: Rai Purdy 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 
New half-hour format of Sher- 
man Billingsley’s Stork Club show 
is a good biend of glamor ‘atmos- 
phere, institutional bally, new 
faces, vet performances. and even 
a panel segment whereby four so- 
cialite matrons air their views on 
what annoys them most about men 
in general (and most of them add- 
ed their husbands, in particular). 
Institutionally, the chichi, dig- 
nified yet gay aura of the Stork-gets 
a network builder-upper which no 
nitery has yet achieved on radio 
and TV or even in pictures (as did 
Paramount’s version of “Stork 
Club” some years ago). Film mon- 
tage takes the viewer from the 


Times Square spectaculars to a} 


closeup cn East 53d St. and pan 
shots' of the sundry private rooms, 


bar, main night club (two dance | 


bands) and finally focuses on the 
Cub Room, where host Billingsley 
is picked up meeting, greeting, in- 
troducing or chatting with a repre- 
sentative cross-section of class pa- 
tronage from the nearby Westches- 
ter and Connecticut belt, plus the 
show biz contingent. 

Against this last Saturday night 
(16) were bounced such durables 
as Morton Downey in two piano- 
logs which he heralded as “re- 
hearsals” for his September re- 
opening of the Hotel Pierre’s Co- 
tillion Room; sports authority Bill 
Corum; music critic Deems Taylor; 
and “new face” Connie Towers, 
who clicked in last season’s Georgie 
Hale floorshow, “All About Love,” 
at the Versailles. 

The “new talent’ device is a 
good gimmick; in a class intimery, 
whether working from the table, or 


otherwise—best at the table, vis-a- | 
as here done—it | 


vis Billingsley, 
can add up to important showcas- 
ing. This was especially effective 
in Miss Towers’ case where (1), she 
presented her blonde, videogenic 


and (2), backed it up in effective 


style with her thrushis g of “Just | 


One of Those Things.” Miss Tow- 
ers stated she has Broadway legit 


musical ambitions and she should | 


realize that in short order. 

Downey made 
Room jump with his tiptop rhythm 
trio backing his pianology. Wheth- 
er or not somebody wondered about 
an upright in the.private room, 
the chirper squared that away with 
“You told me I could order any- 
thing, Sherm, so I ordered a piano.” 
Downey’s trailer for his Pierre date 
augurs well; he looks fit, has gotten 
the weight right, and bounces out 
in great style, from “Blue Heaven” 
to the Irish doggerels plus a listen- 
able good new ballad, “On My Way 
Out.” He also got his fave Coca- 
Cola plug in as befits an enthu- 
siastic stockholder in the bottling 
business. 

Corum had two good stories and 
told them well and with authority. 
One was topically linked to the 
current August racing season and 
the other was a good newspaper- 
man-yarn. Both bear repeating. 


Billingsley has the authority of 


a good host, imparting a nice sense | t0-do-it subjects, can attract loyal operated extensively. 


of modesty and deep regard for his 
plush patronage. The _ gallantry 
comes through especially when he 
straights for the femmes, as with 
Miss Towers and the four matrons 
who had some sage observations 


about roving-eye husbands; con- 
genital turneroffer-husbands (the 
electric lights, etc.); always-talk- 


ing-business husbands (after they're 
told to doll up for a class nitery 
spree, like in the Stork), etc. The 


careless cigaret flickers (into every- | 
thing from cups to flowerpots, but | 


rarely into the proper ashtrays), 


the pseudo-Cub |! 


PICK THE WINNER 
With Walter Cronkite, moderator; 
Gov. Sherman P. Adams, Sen. 
Michael C, Monroney, guests 
Producer: Dave Zellmer 
Director: Ted Marvel 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
WESTINGHOUSE 
CBS-TV, from N.Y. 
(Ketchum, McLeod & Grove) 
Initial stanza of CBS-TV’s “Pick 
the Winner” series was a_winner 
on all counts. Bought by Westing- 
house as part of its political Con- 
|ventions-Election Night coverage 
|package and designed specifically 
|to “get out the vote,” this 13-week 


- 





lseries should play a major public | town, had been airing a taped show | ing the 
cori pe : its|on WCFL at the same time he was | Borge himself made for an affable 


|service role in accomplishing 
purpose, judging from the preem 
\last Thursday night (14). Because 
with two highly-personable and in- 
telligent politicos kicking the talk 


back and forth across a table, the | 


show did almost as much as the 
|conventions themselves in_ spot- 


| lighting major issues of the cam-| 


| paign for the viewer. 

| Each stanza is to deal with a 
‘es =| ~+ ann +h ~~ imit¢tiantar 

specific subject, and the initialer 

ithus delved into how the Demo- 


crats and Republicans each plan | 


‘to handle the campaign. Speaking 
for the GOP was Gov. Sherman P. 
Adams of New Hampshire, cam- 
paign manager for Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower, and for the Demos, Sen. 
Michael C, Monroney of Oklahoma, 
one of Adlai Stevenson’s master- 
minders. Duo pulled no punches in 
their debating tactics, branching 


out into the non-essential politick- | 


ing only sporadically.” Result was 
ian attention-holding half-hour. 


Contestants drove home their 


points of contention without resort- | 


ing once to below-the-belt smait 
talk. Way they touched base on all 
ithe pertinent points and still re- 
tained their sweetness and light 
aura gave moderator Walter Cronk- 


ite a chance to do nothing but in- | 
troduce them at the start of the} 


show and then toss them a final 
question. 
not attempting to cut in made him 
'as much of a star as they. They 
covered naturally the “captivity” 
jangle now being tossed back and 
forth by both parties, qualifications 


Truman administration, etc. 


plugs and, as usual, socked across 
|her sales spieling. Sponsor, too, is 


hold the blurbs down to opening 
jand closing spots. Westinghouse, 
incidentally, is sponsoring a sim- 
lilar series Sunday afternoons on 
|CBS Radio until Election a A 
otal. 


| YOUR LAWN 

| With Ruth and Phil Alampi 
Director: Cort Steen 

130 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. 

| Participating 

| WJZ-TV, New York 

| “Your Lawn” is a half-hour stan- 
|za with Ruth and Phil Alampi, im- 
| mediately following their ‘Home 
'Gardener” show on WJZ-TV, While 
|the earlier program covers a num- 
'ber of gardening subjects, the sec- 
ond entry, as the title indicates, is 
{devoted exclusively to the green 
|carpetry. As such, it will be of in- 
terest to homeowners. 


| Concept is a good one, in that 


audiences. There undoubtedly is 
a large group of viewers which 
will switch from dramatic or other 
entertainment offerings on compet- 
ing channels to pick up pointers 
that help with specific problems, in 
this case “suburban agriculture.” 
Alampi, WJZ’s early morning farm 
editor, and his wife apparently 
have a green thumb and know 
their onions. They’re homey per- 
sonalities and register fairly well, 
although Alampi betrays some 
nervousness via grimaces. 


| It’s a spontaneous show and the 


Wisdom he showed in|} 


|of their two candidates, recent dis- | 
good looks to exeellent advantage; | -jocures of nefariousness in the | 


Betty Furness, of course, was on | 
hand to deliver the Westinghouse | 


to be commended: for agreeing to | 


WBKB-WCEL, Chicago 
(Ades) 


Here’s a switch: a simulcast 
beaming of a sports show with 
WBKB iensing it as a video pro- 
| gram while indie WCFL carries: 
ithe audio as a AM offering. And 
Ito” a logical arrangement, working 





to the advantage of both outlets. 
Heretofore, Bob Elson, by far the 
busiest freelance sports gabber in 








4444444 
“wv 


As final guest emcee on CBS- 
TV’s “Toast of the Town” -before 
Ed Sullivan returns from his Eu- 
ropean vacation, Victor Borge 
sparked the show to another fine 
viewing stanza Sunday night (17). 
Cast, sets anda particularly in- 
genious camera setup for Borge’s 
piano finale, refiected the contin- 





ued creative care and cost that 
are going into the show even dur- 
summer months. And 


|doing his TV chatter via WCFL/| emcee and also scored in his solo 


| for the same bankroller. Now with 
the two-way tiein, he’s knocking 
| off two birdies with one toss. : 

Elson, sort of the dean of Chi 
sportscasters with years of radio 


spot with one of his funniest rou- 


| tines, his reading of a story with 


behind him, has made the switch | 


to teevee with no strain. He's a 
glib ad libber and with his rep and 
identity as the regular White ‘Sox 


|radio broadeaster first on WJJD | 


|and now WCFL he packs a good 


for the interview portions of this 
simulcast. 

It’s the interviews that really 
put the sessions into the “must- 
view” class for the sports fans. El- 
son comes off as a pretty austere 
character videowise until he gets 
into the chinning bees with his 
guests. Then, however, he does a 
fine job, delivering hep questions 
that draw out from the guests the 
things the fans most want to know. 

His q.&a. ability was under- 
scored on version seen and heard 
(31) when he had on Mickey 
Mantle, the laconic N. Y. Yankee 
|rookie sensation. Under Elson’s 
'smooth prodding the 


and came through with some inter- 
esting sidelights of what it means 
to a 20-year-old to be a regular 
| with the world champs. Dave. 


STEEL 
With Paul Bedford 
Directors: Carl Freeborn, George 
Cyr 
Producer-writer: Ed Wallace 
180 Mins.; Tues., 7 a.m. 
WNBK, Cleveland 
This is a series of programs 
demonstrating again that tele- 
| vision can be made an educational 
|tool of power and persuasion. 
| As conceived and planned by 
|Ed Wallace, NBC’s director of 
news and special events here, cur- 


rent series is depicting the story | 


|of steel, from its arrival at the 
{local ore docks to its manufacture 
|into finished products and the 
products’ use in the home, office, 
etc. 

The series, shown on Tuesdays, 


way as part of his 
side Manhattan. 
Opening program depicted re- 
moval of ore from freights at the 
foot of East 9th St. Second stanza 
caught (12)—the on-the-scene op- 


remotes out- 





questionably one of the most dy- 


' area. 
, told AM and filmwise on scores of 
| occasions. Here, however, it’s 
|turned into a 
| « 4Ssroom. 


: | was standout. 
clout for lining up top name guests | 


his own brand of “phonetic punc- 
tyation.” 

Show got off to a fast start with 
the Seven Ashtons, certainly one 
of the best risley acts around. 
Their jet-paced acrobatics and 
toe-twirling, done against a lush- 
looking East Indies background, 
Same setting pro- 
vided a natural backdrop for the 


|Chandra Kaly Dancers, who also 


registered with a jive version of 
Oriental terping. Artie Auerbach, 
the “Mr. Kitzel” of Jack Benny’s 


radio show, displayed a potentially |, capable 


good vaude and nitery solo act 
with his dialect delivery, but evi- 
denced on this, his TV debut, that 
he needs sharper material. 
Rosemary O’Reilly, currently on 


| Broadway in “New Faces,” scored 


youngster | 
| dropped his “yes-and-no” routine | 


is being picked up by Dave Garro- | 


eration of a blast furnace-—was un-| Green Bay 


namic live shows yet seen in this WMGM, N. 
The story of steel has been | now. 


with a straight rendition of “Danny |tangled up in 


Boy,” which was also enhanced via 
imaginative camera treatment. 
Comic Ken Whitmer added to the 


overall pleasurable aspects of the | 


|'show with his zany musicianship 
on some specially-constructed in- 
struments. But it was Borge him- 
self who drew the most yocks, 
proving via his surefire timing and 
delivety that he’s almost as good 
a comedian as he is a pianist. He 
chose 
straight 88’ing, and producer Mar- 
lo Lewis and director John Wray, 
utilizing what must have been a 
Carefully - rehearsed superimposi- 


ing three 
working “directly on 
| piano. 





top of the 
Stal. 


The College All Stars-L.A. Rams 
charity game Friday night (15) 
over a special 53-station DuMont 
TV hookup, under Admiral spon- 
sorship, seemed like rushing the 
grid season but comes August and 
| the cry of the wild pigskin starts 
| to be heard. It was a rather loose 
game but Jack Brickhouse did a 
good videocast and Admiral got 
over an intelligent sequence of 
| commercials, including the 21-inch 
| bargain price-range compared to 


| other brands, plus other electronic 
| features. 

Chi Trib Charities, Inc., was the 
charity beneficiary from Soldier’s 
| Field and enhanced its usual net- 
| WoEss a flock of indée outlets. Next 
inight, on AM, the N. Y. Giants- 
Packers pro teams’ 
| practice game was broadcast by 
Y. It won't be long 

Abel. 





Bob Elliott & Ray (Goulding) 


stirring morning | have an iconoclastic approach to 


almost every aspect of the AM and 


ne | In setting up the blast furnace | TV medium, and got in their licks 
a boniface and unobstrusiveness of bs aera ges airers, devoted to how- | stanza, American Steel & Wire co-| in spades, Saturday night (16) over 


,era crews were used. 


Three cam-| NBC-TV with two tiptop satires. 
Two spe-| One was titled ‘‘This Is Business?”, 


|cially-built platforms were utilized | wherein the pair, as embryo butch- 


inside; one 25 feet to the left of | ers, 


presented their problem _ be- 


,“B” furnace tap door and about fore the Fadiman-type board and 
|10 feet above ground; the second | aired their ambitions to make the | 


camera, to the 
| door, 20 feet away and 
labove the runners’ and 
carrying the  white-hot 
| steel. 


High point of the stanza came 


molten 


| the white-hot liquid metal went 
‘cascading down the runners into 
ithe 50-ton Jadles. So blinding was 


was a perfect cue for Billingsley’s | Alampis are natural, as when Mrs. | the light and heat that special fil- 


closeup of those giant Stork Club 
ashtrays which are prominently 
billed as “exclusively for Fatima 
cigaret ashes.” 

Billingsley’s thrice-weekly 15- 
minuter over CBS-TV has been 


shifted to a single half-hour Sat- 


urdays, and comes in a choice spot 
and an important commercial slot. 


The present format permits for a 
greater versatility and a more fluid | 
framework for the several ingredi- 
It over- 
about 
clock-fighting when, too often. the 
15 minutes forced curtailment of 
The quarter-hour also 
this 
can pitch for | cultivating their lawns and fighting 


ents as now constituted. 
comes the former concern 


discussion. 
stylized the 


show too much: 
Way 


“Stork Club” 


Alampi unwittingly squirted a 
{spray gun on Thursday’s (14) edi- 
|tion because she “didn’t know it 
was loaded.” Other elements of in- 
sufficient preparation are not as 
easy to take, such as the film clips 
of men starting a seed bed, which 
were inexpertly edited. 

Guest on the telecast caught was 
Gilbert H. Ahlgren, of Rutgers U., 
who advised on starting a new 
lawn. Talk was given visual trap- 
pings with Alampi and Ahlgren 
working on the soil in a trough. 
Here the need for more rehearsal 
was evident, as the guest eyed the 
wrong camera part of the time. 

However, those with a yen for 


name guests (as John Loder, who the crabgrass menace won't mind 
2 heralded for next week); go in the uneven production in view of 
or exploitation tieups (such as the the high quota of helpful sugges- 


Surf Maid finalists, which is ready- |\tions the Alampis make. 


From a 


made cheesecake and very season- commercial viewpoint it’s success- 


al); and even a contest gimmick 
welsh terrier prize letter 


for a 
(which a 


(Continued on page 40) 


\chemicals, fertilizers, 


Bril. 


jful, with a half-dozen sponsors—|viewer an 


, ters had to be used on the cam- 
eras, and cameramen, like the 
| ““puddlers,” had to wear asbestos 
clothing and specially designed 
| headgear. 

| Paul Bedford, voice of the series, 
| does the describing and explain- 
|ing with deftness and understand- 
‘ing. His on-the-scene interviews 
'with workers and foremen add 
; materially to the stanza. Except 
| for momentary tendencies to over- 
'talk the picture, Bedford’s stellar 
|job is one significant reason for 
the program’s success. 

In this instance, television 
|should take the opportunity to 
|give itself credit. 
|somewhere in the stanza there 
|should have been camera attention 
{to the personnel; shots showing 
ithe men at their work positions 
| and gear worn. 


|\yhen “B” furnace was tapped and | 


right of the tap | bigtime—the A&P chainstores. 
six feet | 
ladles | general zanyisms, wherein a dour 


The matched the 


development 
George S. Kaufman-type deadpan- 
|ned them; a gushy femme guestar 
enthused; and a Sam _ Levenson 
road company got “reminded of a 
story.” The private-eye school of 
whodunits got the same treatment, 
in the “Martin Kane” manner, with 
the principals interrupting their 
moments of stress as they stopped 
to dish with the philosophic tobac- 
conist who spouted commercials 
about pipe-tobaccos, cigarets, and 
the like. Abel. 


With Randy Merriman off on a 
two-week vacation, Ralph Paul is 
filling in for him as emcee of both 
the daytime and Sunday night edi- 
tions of Colgate’s “Big Payoff” on 
NBC-TV. Based on the ingratiat- 
ing, facile way he handled his 
chores on the stanza caught (14), 
Paul was a good choice for the job. 
An experienced radio-TV an- 
;nouncer, he pitched the questions 


Consequently, | to the show’s contestants entertain- 


ingly, seemed sincere in his con- 
gratulations when they won and 
his commiserations when they lost, 
and generally kept the half-hour 





The one fleeting | afternoon program perking along. 


|instance this was done gave to the | Bess Myerson, who'll apparently 


all-too-brief 


| educational, living sie 


I ! m= educa-|take her vacation later, continues 
rier : , weed-killer | tional realization that those wholas the emcee’s vis-a-vis and was 
committeé comprising | sprayers, spike disks, grass seed,! telecast must become 


a part of the | equally good. 
Walter Winchell, Arthur Godfrey, | ete—getting effective plugs. 


Viewing of the afternoon show 


fark. | aquaenal anew that it’s one of the 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


PEPE EPES IPF PFS SSIES FF FF FFF F Foe oeeeees 4, 
tH O+oegy 





“Clair de Lune” for his} 


tion, touched up the finale by hav- | 
dancers appear to be} 


| 


| never recovered. End 


{ 
| 
| 








| 





ithe show 


md. hv : ary’s 
| cameo” technique on “Hallmark 
| Summer Theatre” is certain), sure- 


|has added 


| can actually drop something. 






better audience participat; 
the daytime, but that ite srs ot 
powerful enough for the extra § : 
day evening slotting that Col ~ 
has voted it this summer as opine 
ment for “Comedy Hour.” Prods. 
tion values, confined to the chic 
presentation of the prizes. and the 
human interest angles engendered 
by the contestants’ vying to a 
the gifts for their ladies fair pr 
considerable punch re 
the housewife audience. |p fact 
like packager Walt Framer’s other 
quizzer, “Strike It Rich,” this jc a 
“show with a heart.’ Stal. 


Director Albert McCle 


fire teevee, but the camer 
proach to thesping must } 
ported by other 
scripting, for one. 

In “Lift My Lamp” over NBC- 
TV last Sunday night (17). in the 
10-10:30 #tot, scripter Rod Serling’s 
Iron Curtain stuff was 


a’S ape 
e Sup- 
elements good 


( ] Strictly 
cliche with weak continuity ang 
dialog. Stanza had the benefit of 

performance by Maria 


Riva in the role of a Czech refugee 
She was put in a spot by her home. 
land boyfriend who tried to get her 
to return to her country where hep 
father, a liberal, was under perse- 
cution. From there on the plot got 
transition and it 
was tele. 
graphed—Miss Riva’s decision to 
remain in the U.S. Half-hour was 
overlong. Trau 


The “All Star Summer Revue" 


(NBC-TV, Saturday, 8 p.m.) has 
developed into a lively variety 
package. Apparently, the early. 
season attempts to differentiate 


itself from other vaudeo displays 
have been abandoned. Format and 
acts are familiar, but the sketches 
are fresh and bright. 

Saturday’s (16) session was dis 
tinguished by the fact that the 
sketch by Goodman Ace was wor- 
thy of better acting. Ace invested 
a domestic sequence with some ex- 
cellent verbiage and good situa- 
tions. 


However, Grace Hartman 
and Marty May showed signs of in- 
adequate rehearsal, blowing of 


lines and unsureness that did their 
sketch liitle good. Jay Burton also 
wrote a good bit which was given 
a worthy interpretation by Jimmy 
Nelson. 

Nelson, incidentally, was fairly 
prominent in the proceedings. He 
ingratiated himself in his own spot, 
and also worked in a commercial 

Nelle Fisher & Jerry Ross made 
the most of a picturesque dance 
turn. Femme song spot was by Ella 
Fitzgerald. This hep singer was 
somewhat over-arranged on “Pag: 
anini,’” but corrected that defect 
with “Ding Dong Boogie.” Jose. 


Ingenuity in handling five-min- 
ute quickies is being shown by 
WNBT, N. Y., in a couple of strips 
slotted at 11:10 and 11:15 p.m. 

Buster Crabbe’s sportsnewscast 
a novel method for 
presenting baseball scores Crabbe, 
who’s regularly on WOR-TV and 
is subbing for Bill Stern on WNBT, 
spiels from a standing position be 
hind a lectern with a blank black- 
board in front. The bal! resuzs are 
superimposed over the board. i 
good visual effect. Crabbe, inc) 
dentally, makes a_ pleasant, / 
formed gabber. 

Jon Gnagy’s weathercast, W 
follows in tandem, makes SICK ee 
of his drawing ability and aoe 
props. His sketch pad is tricke 
up so that when he draws 4 og 
basket, there’s a hole in which i 
Day de odorant 


which 


commercial for Five — 
pads registered nicely, with tw : 
such as his drawing one of the ” 
and then being able to pick it . 
The bearded artist is proving ° 
of TV's better weathermen, 


a 
; , ith Jack 
Lee Mortimer, who with e 
Lait authored “U.S.A. Confide® 
tial,” in an ad lib return Creve 
Barrel” interview with Ted Cou 
on “New York Matinee” over tate- 
(13), offered no apologies for s *he 
ments and accusations made oo 
controversial book. Mortime! ve” 
Collins there were “four °F m2 
libel suits pending, not a 
which Time said.” He listed © 
by the Nieman-Marcus departnr te 
store, of Dallas; U. S. Se”. q” in 
garet Chase Smith; ~— shert an 
Tulsa, and Dave Beck 0° 
msters Union.” . 
Reammenting that the actions is 
“fewer than a lot of peop ev arst! 
Mortimer explained of _ * - 
“We said that a hen they 
loyees there wer ne inte 
‘should be morally. I won! £° | 4g 









further detail.” _ The sher to 
| because: “We said that | : 
(Continued on page 34 
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The Campaign Comes To 
18,000,000 Whistle Stops! 


In NOVEMBER we will hold the greatest mass demonstration of self-government by free men in the history of the world. 
More people will vote in the election of a President and Congress than ever before. 
In the campaign leading up to the election, the candidates are going to take their story to the “whistle stops” of America. 
But this time, the whistle stops will not be just little stations on railroads. They will be the 18,000,000 television sets ~ 


now in the nation’s homes. 


For the first time, the candidates will be able to show themselves to 60,000,000 people, each in his own living room. 
Television has brought their government back to the people! 


In the early days of America, the average man was close to his government. He chose as his represeniatives men that 
he knew. They were familiar with his views, followed his wishes and reported back to him. 


And we had our town meetings where each man had his own say as to how things should be run. 


But as the country grew and the government became more complicated, the average citizen and his chosen leaders 
began to lose touch with each other; and the government began to grow away from the people. 


It reached the point in recent years where many people thought that the American people had lost interest in their 


government, and had lost hope of playing any part in it. 


Then, just a month ago, a tremendous thing happened. The national political conventions of 1952 were brought into 
the nation’s homes by television. Once again, as in the early days of America, the voters had an opportunity to know the 


candidates and understand the issues. 


We discovered then that the interest of the American people in their government, and their determination to run it 


themselves, is greater than ever. 


60,000,000 Delegates To Chicago 


For the first time in the 120-year history of political conventions, the 
American people got a clear, first-hand view of how presidential candi- 
dates are nominated. 

18 million television sets were tuned in on Chicago — many 
of them until 2 and 3 o’clock in the morning. 

60 million people had front-row seats and got a better 
picture of what was going on than any delegate or any 
reporter on the convention floor. 

Because the delegates were conscious of the fact that 
the eyes of the nation were literally upon them, the vast 
unseen audience played a tremendous part in determining 
convention decisions. 

In other words, with the aid of television, we had what amounted 
to the biggest town meeting ever held. 

This contribution of television to better government didn’t cost the 
television audience or the political parties a cent; but it cost the television 
stations and their sponsors millions of dollars. 

The American public is still talking about the great job the television 
industry did. NBC has received many thousands of letters commenting 
on the network’s 250 hours of outstanding radio and television coverage 
of the conventions. 

All these letters reveal that the public has suddenly become aware 
of the fact that television has grown up; and that it has brought their gov- 
ernment close to the people, where government properly belongs. 

Now, the political campaign is getting under way, and the American 
people will be able to see and hear and know the candidates — not through 
the eyes and ears and words of others — but through the wide open win- 
dow of television. 

And because of television, American citizens will be better informed 
than they ever were before. They will be able to vote for men and prin- 
ciples, and not just for party labels. 

That’s one of the reasons why more people will want to vote in the 
November elections than in any other election in our history. 


How They Got There 


Television’s spectacular development as the greatest tool we have 
yet devised for self-government would never have happened if men of 
courage and vision had not worked long and hard to make it happen. 


As early as 1923, Brig. General David Sarnoff, now chairman of the 
board of RCA, told the company’s directors: 


“I believe that television, which is the technical name for 
seeing, as well as hearing, by radio, will come to pass in 

° due course... it may be that every broadcast receiver for 
home use in the future, will also be equipped with a tele- 
vision adjunct by which the instrument will make it possible 
for those at home to see what is going on at the broadcast 
station.” 


Ever since that time, RCA has used all its resources and all its inge- 
nuity to make that prediction come true. 


While it took the best efforts of many great companies to put tele- 
vision over, we are proud of the fact that RCA and NBC have contributed 
so many “firsts” to the history of television’s development. 


We offered the first regular television service to the American public. 
Our research scientists and engineers invented and developed much of 
the key equipment, without which television would have been impossible. 
For instance, RCA scientists developed the iconoscope, “eye” of tele- 
vision’s camera; and the kinescope, the picture tube for receiving sets. 


And after World War II, when we introduced the first postwar home 
television receivers, we launched television on its period of greatest growth. 


We devoted more than twenty years to scientific research and engi- 
neering development of television before we ever made a dollar’s profit 
from it. 


Today, 18 million sets can be tuned into 109 television stations. 
Coast-to-coast networks of stations enable 60 million people to occupy 
front-row seats on all important occasions. In a few short years there will 
be 2,000 television stations serving every part of the nation; and television, 
together with radio, will be a reality in practically every American home. 


More And Better Television Coming! 


Tuere are many more great television “firsts” just over the horizon. 


ad 


It’s bound to happen that some day — and soon — we will be able to sit in on sessions of Congress and perhaps even 
the deliberations of our Supreme Court. And it’s a certainty that we will see television cross the ocean and give every tele- 


vision set owner a passport to the world. 


You will be able, at no cost to yourself, to go any place to which the press or the general public is admitted. 


levision isn’t going to be all political conventions and elections and world-shaking events. It shouldn’t be, 
for Nate tnoall eniad be oa tell that’s all it had to offer. Television will continue to be Toscanini and Milton Berle and 
Kukla, Fran and Ollie and the World Series and more and better programs of every type. It’s going to be drama, religion and 


science and all the 


different things that appeal to all the different kinds of people that make up America. 


As television enables us to look in on more and more thrilling events now beyond the reach of our eyes, it will help 
us understand better than ever before this wonderful age in which we live. 
We of RCA and NBC are going to do everything in our power to help television keep Americans the best informed 


people in the world. 
programs; and we wi 
all our hopes for the future. , 





RADIO CORPORATION of AMERICA 
World Leader in Radio—First in Television 


We will continue to make the best transmitting equipment and receiving sets, and to broadcast the best 
Il continue at our laboratories the scientific research on which rests all our accomplishments of the past and 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


Vasinert 


Wednebilhy, August 20,-1952) . 





AMERICAN MUSIC HALL 


With Paul Whiteman, Larry Doug- 
las, June Valli, Glen Osser orch; 


John Hicks, announcer 
Producer: Leonard Blair 
Director: Joe Graham 
60 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 


The “American Music Hall’’ for- 
mat is one of the oldest and per- 


haps one of the best liked in radio. 
The combination of evergreen 
tunes, excellently arranged, and a 
couple of good singers is a pattern 
that .cannot be quarreled with. 
The show provides restful, inter- 
esting listening, well-written and 
delivered commentary and good 
singers. 

Format is an outgrowth -of an- 
other layout that had a run last 
summer, when Payl Whiteman in- 
troed teenage singers. Glen Osser 
conducted the band, and the pro- 
gram made the laudable attempt 
to unearth new talent. 

This summer, proceedings are én 
amore mature vein, with concen- 
tration on distenability. Whiteman 
confines himself te conducting two 
numbers. Osser provides the ma- 
jor part of the music. Larry Doug- 
las, doubling from “The King and 
I,” is a likable singer who delivers 
the intros affably. June Valli 
guested on the first show and 
similarly showed up well both in 
solos and in duets with Douglas. 

It’s the kind of program in which 
the full hour passes rapidly. The 
music isn’t too complicated. by 
counterpoint, so that there’s an ef- 
fort to follow the main themes, and 
at the same time hasn't been re- 
duced to the essentials so that in- 
terest is lost. 

Show 
eniertainment, but one worthy of 
being carried over to the fall. 

Jose. 


SPORTS ROUNDUP 
With Bob Bender 


is not only good summer | 


DUKE OF PADUCAH & OPRY| ALISTAIR COOKE SHOW 
GANG Writer: Cooke 
With Whitey Ford, Annie Lou & |15 Mins.; Sun., 9:45 p.m. 
Geen ~ ser "coulins, ABC, from N. ¥ 
———— ABC radio has a highly listenable 
Writer-producer: Noel Digby 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10:30 p.m.- 


show, which is actually a playback 
LOCKE STOVE 


of the commentaries Alistair Cooke 
NBC, from Nashville tapes weekly for BBC in England. 
| Whitey Ford, the “Duke of) Yank correspondent for the Man- 
Paducah” on NBC’s “Grand Ole} chester Guardian and winner of a 
Opry,” has launched his own show, | Peabody prize last spring for these 
which Locke Stove is sponsoring |same commentaries, Cooke pro- 
'on 25 outlets, with other NBC sta- vides American listeners with a 
tions carrying it as a sustainer | novel impression of how our mores 
(web feeds public service announce-|and foibles look to a Britisher. 
ments in place of the plugs for| (Cooke was born in England but 
those affiliates). iis now a Naturalized American 
Airer is a blend of Ford’s corn- | citizen.) 
fed comedy and country On ‘ABC’s preem Sunday night 








music | 
| provided by the Moon Mullican (17), he rambled through a number 
band. Paducah characterization is | of subjects, from the N. Y. busi- 
_a brash brand of humor:that should | nessman’s continued confinement 
go over with the silo set and juve|to a jacket, shirt and tie during 
listeners, but it’s a far cry from/the hot summer months, to his 
the rural wit of a Josh Billings. |personal observation that Gov. 
Music is more palatable to a gen-| Adlai Stevenson must lose his 
eral audience. '“clipped British “accent” and get 

In addition to the whining |} down to a more man-of-the-people 


| 


fiddies and twanging guitar ar-|ieveil, or else take a chance on 


|rangements, there are some good jlosing several millien votes. While | 
| jazz items, such as the blues-boogie | Cooke covered a number of sub- | 


| “You're a Mean, Mean Mama” and | jects during the short 15 minutes, 


new Sunday night entry in this 


a; 


From the Production Centres 


++ 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Helen Parkhurst set as one of the subs on Mary Margaret McBride's 
ABC stanza....Philip B. Porterfield, ex-NBC, added to the ABC radio 
| sales force....Richard E. O’Dea took some time off from prexying 

WOV to serve as acting mayor of Baterson, N. J., first time a Democrat 
l|has subbed for the city’s Republican mayor. 


the city’s finance committee... 
|*Best Plays” 








O’Dea is chairman of 
Donald Buka to play the lead on NBC's 
production of “Home of the Brave” Sunday (24). 


he’s 
| just back from Princeton where he played in “The Traitor” Anita 
Grannis, former editor of the AFRA monthly, is having her play, “Love 
In Our Times,” produced at the Originals Orily Playhouse in Greenwich 
| Village....Audrey Totter of CBS’ “Meet Millie” off to U. S. military 
| hospitals in Korea....An unpublished song by the wife of the Am. 


|bassador from Mexico, Amanda de la Colina, will have its first per. 
| formance on CBS Radio’s Air Force Orchestra program Friday (22) 

Bette Cannon, of the Cannon towel clan, has signed with CBS radio 
| for a weekly singing program. Last winter she was with WWL in New 
Orleans. She'll start with CBS this fall....Peter Arnell, new CBs 
'eonsultant on audience-participation programs,*who originated “The 
| Name’s the Same,” has just sold another, “Balance Your Budget.” 

Wade Arnold, who produced NBC’s “Endless Frontier” series on sci. 
/ence, has adapted the documentaries into a booklet for the Health 


| solid “12th Street Rag,” both | his- wit, perception and subtle de-| Information Foundation....Don Ball, CBS Radio director of editing, 
featuring Surefire pianistics “by | livery in themselves tied his topics | off on a two-week New England motor trip....NBC’s Thomas H. Phelan 
Muliican. Preem Saturday (16)/|into a unit. land WCBS’ D. Gordon Graham, named chairman and vice-chairman 
offered some pleasant vocals by While naturally kidding Ameri-' of the downstate N. Y. civil defense radio committee... .Mutual news- 
Annie Lou & Danny and guest! cans at some points, Cooke also| caster Cedric Foster trekking to D. C., Clarksburg, W. Va., back to 
star George Morgan. Each week |tossed in some digs at Englishmen, 


another star of the Opry Gar~ = ll 


be spotlighted. Bril. are probably as much appreciated | 

sat oa fanaa |in England as they will be in this | 

‘ ween ill , +p |country. Show is of the type that | 

ot ia SUNDAY SER- might not lure setowners to tune | 

_E! ‘ 4 in, but once they chance across it 

With Kaye; announcer, Gene Ham- | or their dials, they'll be back on 
ilton : 7 


| succeeding weeks. Withal, it makes 
}a neat, new inexpensive package 
ans |for ABC’s Sunday night lineup. 

| Sustaining Stal 

| NBC, from New York : 

| “Sammy Kaye's Sunday Sere-| ¢e¢eeeseeosseooeseoreees 


Director: Jim Harvey 
130 Mins.; Sun., 2:30 p.m, 


|) but in such a way that his remarks | 


Gotham and home base in Boston in next week....Frank Miller, solo 
|’cellist of the NBC Symphony, will bow as guest conductor Saturday 
(30) on the orch’s 6:30 p.m. broadcast....CBS.Radio sports chief John 
Derr back in town after vacationing at his Maine hideaway Ivor 
Fraricis added to cast of “Front Page Farrell” and Jack Orrison joins 
cast of “Romance of Helen Trent’”....Rhea Diamond, former publicity 
| director for WNEW and WLIB, appointed national public relations di- 
| rector for the Dan Tucker Food Plan. 

Patsy Campbell and Peggy Lobbin featured on “True Story” next 
|Tuesday (26) and this Friday (22), respectively, and the latter also 
| starring on “Armstrong Theatre” Saturday (23). 


10 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 11:05 p.m,|!ange of soft melody and mushy | 


KRUEGER BEER | poetry, returned to NBC Sunday 

WGY, Schenectady | afternoon (17). Show is best de- 
Succinct, serviceable recap of | scribed by announcer Gene Hamil- 

the day and night in sports is pre-|ton’s introductory remarks: “. 


sented by Bob Bender on across- | designed to match the mood of | 


the-board program following the | Your Sunday afternoon... a Sun- 
11 o'clock news report. He also airs Gay serenade dedicated to all 
a quarter-hour commentary at 6:30 / things beautiful. 

and edits a midnight 10-minuter. | Recordings of a half-dozen tunes 
On the feature here, Bender deals |SUCh as “Bouquet of Roses” and 
chiefly with results—baseball, golf,| Memories” provided a restful mo- 
tennis, boxing and racing. Dia-| tf But Kaye’s commentary and 


’ a transcribed, half-hour me- | m 
Radio Follow-Up 


| nade,’ 
PEE ED HG Oe HO ~ 4 1 $444HO 





| Radio (and tele too, for that mat- 
| ter) generally misses a bet in not 
|establishing closer relations with 
| its public via its own channel of 
|communications.. Mutual's WOR, 


| N.Y., has had Theodore C. Strei- 
| bert and William H. Fineshriber, 


: : : “ Jr., come before its mikes on an 
mond fans probably find it of top |Teadings from the “Sunday Sere- | 


appeal, although there are occa-|"ade Book of Poetry” infringed 


sional tantalizing omissions. 
Comprehensive coverage and 
sound editing are evident. Ben- 
der’s approach is direct and au- 
thoritative, but not pontifical. Voice 
is clear, if sometimes twangy. A 
feature story, tinted with humor, is 
included. Charles Avery handled 
the live commercials surely, when 
heard, and also backed up Bender 
smartly. A singing plug was turn- 
tabled, too. Jaco. 


BOB HAYMES SHOW 
Director: Rodger Wolf 
45 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 8:15 a.m. 
WCBS, from New York 

In line with its current program 
reshaping policy, WCBS. CBS’ 
New York flagship, has brought 
in Bob Haymes for a 45-minute 
cross-the-board series of song, 
chatter and records. Haymes, who 
established a rep in Gotham as an 
affable host and crooner via his 
previous spots on WNEW, N. Y. 
indie, doesn’t lose any ground on 
the switchover. He continues 
along the same informal lines of 
amiable patter and pleasant sing- 
ing. WCBS has an early morning 
winner here. 


Haymes, who tees off the pro- 


gram at 8:15 a.m., fashions his 
songalog and disk selection for the 
breakfast dialer. He concentrates 
on soft ballads and ear-appealing 
instrumentals guaranteed not to 
jar. His patter is smooth and easy, 
expertly pegged for ayem listen- 
ing Should pick up top ratings. 
Gros. 


THEY'RE OFF 

With Fred Capossela, Bob Cragin 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 5 p.m. 
Participating 

WPTR, Albany. 

“They're Off” starts and finishes 
smoothly from the Saratoga race- 
track under the authoritative guid- 
ance of Fred Capossela and Bob 
Cragin. Capossela, official an- 
nounced at New York courses, de- 
scribes the feature race daily, 
While Cragin fills in color, recap 
and commentary. WPTR originates 
the quarter-hour for a group of 
upstate stations 

Capossela unerringly ealls the 
posttion of the horses, on the pub- 
lic address system and over the air. 
In the final stretch, the p.a. but- 
ton is turned off, and Capossela 
switches to a more dramatic. direct 
account tor outside listeners. Cra- 
gin, a tamiliar voice and figure at 
Saratoga, ad libs historical and re- 
capping data with sureness. 

_ Bob Austin competently handles 
the advertising on WPTR for sev- 
@ral sponsors, Jaco. 


;}upon the gooey and sentimental. 
For those listeners seeking sur- 
cease from weekend panel shows 


annual basis to answer queries 
from listeners, but other stations 
}and nets would do well to expand 
| the practice. Last Friday (15), CBS’ 


and other air fodder in the heavier | “You and The World” series, which 


vein, “Serenade” may be their cup 
of tea. Especially if they have a 
'leaning for sleepy orchestral tones, 
|soporific organ chords and somno- 
i\lent choral backgrounds. 
|closing minutes of the show, Kaye 


; 


weeks, Gilb. 





590 BALLROOM 
With Jack Dugan 
2 Hrs.; Mon.-thru-Sat., 1:15 p.m. 
Participating 
WROW, Albany 

Jack Dugan spins records breezi- 
ly, pleasantly and competently on 
| WROW’s afternoon sessions. The 
| length depends primarily on the 
| schedule of the N. Y. Yankees, 
whose games are aired via the local 
| Mutual station. Platter blocks 
| range from 30 minutes to three 
| hours. Spot announcements are 
| also read by Dugan, there being a 
| plentitude on the final hour of the 
| last marathon caught. 





| dio,” a step in the right direction. | 
In the | - : . 
Lester Gottlieb was interviewed 
notes dates and places where his| by emcee Dwight Cooke on the 
combo. is booked in the next two/| warm-weather programming policy. 


|examined “You and Summer En- 
|tertainment” during the week, de- 
| voted 15 minutes to “Summer Ra- 


CBS Radio programm veepee 


and it made an enlightening broad- 
cast for the average listener. Gott- 
lieb pointed up the theory of key- 
ing Columbia’s sked to the fact 
that listeners are on the move, in 
cars, on beaches, picnic grounds, 
resorts, etc. The guiding concept, 
he stressed, is a relaxed approach, 
cued to the July-to-September 
mood. He underlined the emphasis 
on music as good summer fare, but 
added that the skein views radio’s 
Sunday job as being a communica- 
tions service medium as well, with 
reports on traffic conditions cut in 
by local outlets, weather reports, 
baseball scores, news and safety 
information provided. . 





Gottlieb also covered the chain’s 


aes er 4 |thinking in building Sunday eve-! 
ugan appears to possess a 8000, "ning shows, during the hiatus sea- 


wide knowledge of popular music. | r % ; in for 
See oe oe. # “ps son, that will provide a lead-in for 
| His mike style will be polished | the big comedy shows returning in 
i» ith experience. At present, some | the fall. Web v.p. also got in some 
| unevenness Is apparent. licks for radio vis-a-vis tele. He | 
Dugan supplements music with | : : : “Radi 

Mey e : noted the industry slogan, “Radio 

| weather: reports, time checks and lis with you wherever vo ” | 
‘chatter. He handles the commer- | na gan ppd i 5°. 
'cials rather well. Balleasts prob-| “Radio wakes you up in the 
ably contribute to listening audi-|™orning; you have radio when you | 
ence for “590 Ballroom.” News| $0 to bed at night. I think radio | 
and sports roundups are presented | is in all rooms of the home. It is not | 
| on cutouts. Repeats of themer run the all-consuming entertainment 
too long. Jaco, |medium—you can peel an onion to 

st |‘Aunt Jenny,’ you can read a b 

| to Bing Crosby. And there are still ! 

countless thousands of homes with- | 

| TV Followup }out any other entertainment medi- , 

| . /um but radio,” the CBS exec said. | 
__ Continued from page 32 | Gottlieb made an articulate! 
ae ro |spokesman for AM in general and 
sia tag a a it ‘theese | or CBS in particular, and this. 
insoure,” Waa: venbtine ir “inf reg | uirer should prove effective in| 
Agi e writing pair interred | strengthening radio’s prestige 
that the sheriff knew what was! ,mon listeners Brit. | 
going on in this town.” |  Rcerviessctamlen a 
With their “Chicago, Confiden- | 
tial,” only that city lit after them; | phasized that “Mortimer is making | 
citto Washington with the tome on | these statements, not me,” brought 
that capital. Now, “50 mayors and! up the administrations of Mayors. 
50 newspapers’ are coming at! O'Dwyer, Walker and Impellitteri, | 
them; “New York is the only town | and Mortimer’s views on them. The | 
that doesn’t care.” Nevertheless, | guest insisted that the “roots” for | 
Mortimer asserted, clippings are | what happened during the O'Dwyer | 
streaming in from the various! regime were laid during the La-| 
cities, telling of arrests of gamblers | Guardia administration. He denied 
named in the book and of other that “We-condone Walker,” who) 
cleanup actions prompted by its, was “the spirit of New York—he | 
publication. “They won't give us| gave us this beautiful, theatrical | 
credit.” he added. | city, this city of lights” and who | 
Collins, who at one point em-: was “our symbol.” Jaco. | 





















- 





IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


| Carol Brewster, film starlet, gets into the deejay act with a nightly 
| program over KBLA, Burbank....Larry Marks, western region veepee 
|of Radio Writers Guild, taking his sabbatical abroad for three months. 
| He rejoins the Bob Hope writing battery on his return... .Bill Pennell, 
| denizen of the desert (29 Palms), junketed to Birmingham to lay out a 
| breakfast show format....NBC prexy Joe McConnell went for a deep 
| sea fishing expedition with John K. West, western division veepee. 
| After 11 hours on the bounding main, the prez dangted one catch and 
; West blanked. No talks with Earle C. Anthony on purchase of KFI 
; because of his illness ...It was double anniversary time for Harry 
| Koplan, emcee of radio’s ““Meet the Missus” and teevee’s “You're Never 
|Too Old.” For the first it’s eight years, and second for the latter 
| Parke Levy will use the complete radio cast of “December Bride” for 
the video pilot...:Three days after Julie Bennett put into town from 
N. Y., she was plied with three shows and a test for the part of “Millie” 
|in the televersion. 
| 


IN CHICAGO... 


Tom Compere, Chi NBC legal eagle, attended the 24th Division re- 
|union at Cleveland over the weekend, and then headed for the Arkansas 
hills for a week’s rest... Chuck Moses back in town after a hitch as 
| overseas correspondent for Radio Free Europe....Clark Dennis filling 
'in for vacationing Johnny Desmond on ABC’s “Breakfast Club” 
WLS program chief Harold Safford and Mrs. off to Alaska for a three- 
week stay....Martin Bleck in to emcee National Guard recruiting 
transcriptions... “With Bert West going to Manhattan as eastern rep 
for the CBS Pacific web and KNX. Ted O’Connell has been shifted 
from his WBBM account exec post to West’s former slot in CBS Radio 
spot sales here... .Norb Locke’s Saturday morning “Uncle Ned's Squad- 
ron” on WMAQ peddled to the Honey Bee Co... ..Milt Heidrich, WGN 
guest relations director, and frau Undine, of the station’s publicity crew, 
taking a joint hiatus....Rebert Mayo, WOR-TV sales topper, in for a 
quickie visit at Chi Mutual headquarters. ...John Crosier, former time 
salesman at KMBC, Kansas City, added to the Katz agency payroll. 


'IN WASHINGTON .. . 


Norman Evans has been upped from announcer at WGMA, town’s 
| “good music” station, to newly created post of production director 
'Les Sands, local radio-TV emcee, returns to video with a new show, 
“Screen and Heard,” on WMAL-ABC ...Elaine Shepard, ex of Holly- 
wood and Broadway, teed off a novel TV interview show last week, 
“Free Ride,” on WNBW, featuring interviews with local cabbies... 
WGAY, suburban station, jumps on the NARTB “Get Out the Vote 
campaign bandwagon this week with its own version of a vote-muster> 
ing show—a recorded debate between opposing candidates for congress 
....Novel gimmick in the new $1,750,000 TV building being put up here by 
WTOP-CBS, is fact that it will be a noiseless construction job. New 
structure is being built around existing plant, so steel framework will 
be silently welded, rather than riveted, to avoid noise or vibration 
interfering with TV operation... .Col. Ed Kirby, head of Army Radio 
Section, Public Information Office, is responsible for story idea of a 
forthcoming Universal film on life of the late Glenn Miller, who lost 
his life while on tour with his Army Air Force Band. Kirby Is 4 
likely candidate for technical adviser on the pic, which will be made 
with Pentagon cooperation. 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


George Bowes is the new voice on the WWSW announcing staff. He 
replaces Phil Zinkand, who resigned for a Coast radio job. Bowes “as 
formerly with WLOA in Braddock....Richard Rosenberger, forme! 
WPGH salesman, just won his wings and second lieutenant’s commis- 
sion at Lubbock Field, Tex. A B-29 pilot, he’s being shipped to O&' 
nawa....Laura Ponte has resigned her librarian’s post at WMCK . 
await the stork....In addition to her own “Shopping Circle, — 
Ross is also doing Evelyn Gardiner’s “Home Forum” on KDKA while 
Miss Gardiner vacations with her family in San Diego, Cal... ‘Happ : 
Party,” hour-long kiddie show on WDTV every Saturday morning, oe 
be piped into all the DuMont owned and operated stations a 
Sept. 6 by the same sponsor, Florida Citrus Commission. . . Bill —- 
“Studio Control” show on Channel 3 is being shorted from an hou! . 
45 minutes the middle of next month... With Bill Beal’s —— 7 
from Packaged Programs, Morry Fierst doesn’t plan to take in ano od 
partner and will operate it on his own....Stephanie Diamond has reed 
ished her two-month summer replacement stint on Fiorence ns rg 
“Ask the Girls” teevee show with the return of both regular pane's'™ 
Helen Wayne Rauh and Dorothy Randall, from their vacations. 
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NAMI ica 


Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade — 


presents to all our friends. during our 
8-week hiatus a special summer service! 
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See your Lucky Strike Hit Parade Summer TV replacement 4 
B 
“ASSIGNMENT: MAN HUNT” ; 





Saturdays at 10:30 P.M., NBC Television Network 


(NM. Y. Time) 
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munity dialers, Its recognition of 
this fact, plus its relatively low 
rates (stemming from a large num- 
ber of bonus stations which have 


Breet. y not yielded to wooing by other 
Continued fron ae ————————— chains), that has resulted in the 


7:30. Belitone hearing aids, which 
had one Heatter edition on an al- 
ternate-week basis, will expand to 
a weekly sponsorship on Mandays. 

“Queen For a Day” will be SRO 
in the fall, with Quaker Oats tak- 
ing two quarter-hour segments. P. 
Lorillard has a° 15-minute strip in 
the 11:30 a.m. airer, with Kraft 
having the other three segments. 

Web also got renewals from Kel- 
logg’s on “Wild Bill Hickok” (Mon.- 
Wed.-Fri. at 5:30-5:55 p.m.) and 
Carl Smith’s songs (cross-board at 
12:25 p.m.); State Farm Mutual In- 
surance for two Cecil Brown news- 
casts; Quaker Oats for “Man on the 
Farm” and “Sgt. Preston”; Sterling 
Drug on “Ladies Fair” strip and 
John J. Anthony; and Noxzema on 
Heatter’s Wednesday edition. 

The Mutual sales record for the 
first seven months of 1952 shows a 
13.7% hike over the same span 
of ’51, with gross billings of $11,- 
601,956 against $10,207,749 for the 
preceding year. Each month 


showed a hike of the corresponding | network’s black-ink balance-sheet. 
frame for last year, except July, 
which dipped 0.6% due to pre- 
| emptions by the Fresidential con- 
| ventions, 

| With the biz already inked and 
'return of the MGM Radio Attrac- é 
tions block for its second season, |evening half-hour on CBS has 
prospects for ’52-’53 look good at| dropped $468 since 1937 because 
MBS. While the web’s sales up-|of the increase in coverage. “In 
trend antedates the Thomas F. | fact,” he added, “if you disregard 








Rate Formula 


Continued from page 29 














O’Neil, Jr.-General Tire takeover, | all the homes with TV, your dollar | 


the latter development has given | of time cost today is still 8% more 
the net a more unified manage-| efficient than it was in 1937.” 
ment. And since the O'Neil inter- | Siding with the demands by 
ests control WOR, N. Y:, Yankee | affiliates that the net abandon its 
and Don Lee, administrative econ-|emphasis On program ratings, 
omies follow from integrating key | Karol noted that a recent Ameri- 
station operations with the skein. | can Research Bureau study showed 
Basic factor in MBS’ green pic-| that less than half of radio listen- 
|ture is its grass-roots setup with ing today is done in“ the living 
55) outlets—the bulk of them be-/ room, and that Nielsen’s audimeter 
ing the only network station in| system cannot give a full account 
town and a majority without TV | of the secondary sets. He quoted 
competition. That gives Mutual a/ new. Pulse figures showing that, 
position which researchers call ajin the past season, evening radio 
|“solid franchise” on small com-/ listening in TV homes has actually 
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increased 28% — from 14.1 last 


concluded: 

“The combination of the sales 
effectiveness of radio, the great 
size and continuing growth of ra- 
dio, the enormous uncounted audi- 
ence to radio and its huge counted 
audience — this combination of 
facts together with the realign- 
ment of our network’s cost struc- 
ture convinced me completely that 
the years ahead will be bright 
ones for network radio.” 


| es Continued from page 29 























|integration of personnel will be 
carried out. | 
For Better Programming 

| According to Stanton, in radio 
‘and TV “all creative areas should 
| devote themselves only to the me- 
dium they are serving.” As proof 
that this makes for better pro- 
gramming, he pointed both to the 
top rating position and better sales 
record of CBS Radio over NBC. 
He also noted that his radio web’s 
coverage of, the Chicago political 
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“All American Game 


of the Week” 


FILMED ON SATURDAY 


READY T0 BU 
IN ANY TV 


AS EARLY AS TUESDAY 





The Greatest TV Buy 
Of the Year...Collegiate 


FOOTBAL 


A huge audience 
for any product 
in any TV market - 


at low cost 


> eee 


giate Game of the Week brings you 


ILD SALES 
MARKET 


finest, fastest selling sports program 


Michigan State, etc. 


FIRST GAME: SEPTEMBER 20 


Consolidated Television 


DISTRIBUTORS OF FILM FOR TELEVISION 





Here’s the hard hitting, fast selling package—A/l American Colle- 


this season’s 11 top football 


games PLUS the Season’s Highlights in Review, PLUS a Rose 
Bowl Preview. All American Game of the Week is television's 


— produced by Sportsvision, 


Inc. —featuring such outstanding teams as Texas, Notre Dame, 
Stanford, Michigan, Penn State, UCLA, Maryland, Alabama, 
USC, Tennessee, Northwestern, Duke, Minnesota, Nebraska, 


WI R E C 0 LLE C T For information and preview print 


Sales 


25 VANDERBILT AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 17, NEW YORK 


SUNSET AT VAN NESS, HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA 


520 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 11, ILLINO!S 





October to 18.1 im Apfil. Karol| AM 


—$ 
conventions recej 

accolades, ‘He ea ate 

€ cited the f¢ 
that, with TV time rates and a 
higher, salesmen working — 
integrated setup would tend to. - 
vote most of their attention t “7 
and sluff off radio. “Ang this. 
said, “I am not willing to “an 
happen.” ste 

Stanton recal ‘ 
laid out his plan. of ter 3d fst 

pian of separate AM 
and TV networks in May, 1948 ». 
said that an incident occurring 
during the Kefauver crime aa 
mittee investigations two years a 
spurred his action. He said thet 
he had rebuked the head of the 
web’s news and special events 
partment, who was then handling 
both media, for not giving the 
hearings enough attention on Tadio 
News chief answered, he said that 
he saw no reason for bringing 
radio into it because the hearings 
were being covered so ful], on TV 
“Such a thing could happen,” Stan. 
ton said, “only when you don't 
shave creative manpower concen. 
trating on only one medium.” CBS 
topper added: 

“If you program both radio and 
TV as one medium, you must as. 
sume that they are Servicing the 
Same area, and that is not true 
now. TV still covers less than half 
the homes in this country, In ad. 
dition, there are certain hours of 
the day when radio gets an audi- 
ence which TV cannot get. In the 
early morning, for example, when 
people are moving around the 
house, you can’t expect them to 
sit still in front of a 17-inch screen, 
That’s when they turn to radio for 
their music and news. Or the 
noon period, when the housewife 
is getting lunch for the kids. Or 
the early evening, when she is pre- 
paring dinner, or late at night, 


And attempting to program radio 
and TV simultaneously also leaves 
out the portable sets, car radios 


and other secondary sets.” 


Chi's WBKB 


Continued from page 31 == 




















been designed to give any sized 
bankroller an opportunity to dip 
into the medium. Rather than just 
huckstering time and spot avail- 
abilities the WBKB selling crew 
uses the “how much have you got 
to spend” approach and then works 
out with a client an ad campaign 
tailored to his budget 

This selling pitch is made pos- 


sible, it’s pointed out, because of 
the station’s emphasis on low-cost 
strip programs with a highly flexi- 
ble frequency discount arrange- 


ment on station bfeak and partici- 
pation spots. For example, one 60- 
second identity on the morning 
“Breakfast with Danny O'Neil” or 
the noontime “Bill Evans Show” 
goes for $100 per, but five spots 
weekly for 13 weeks can be had 
for $300. Likewise, there's several 
variations of a run-of-the-schedule 
station break package, with prices 
scaled to the number of spots or- 
dered. 

WBKB turns out 118 live shows 
weekly with practically all of the 
daytime strips sold on a participa- 
tion basis. Station currently opens 
at 9 a.m. and shuts down at 1:30 
a.m, 





Spalding to Back Tennis 
Tourney for 8th Year 


A. G. Spalding, sports equipment 
outfit, will bankroll the play-by- 
play of the national tennis cham- 
pionships from Forest Hills, L. 1» 
for the eighth consecutive year 
over WQXR, N. Y., and a special 
hookup of other outlets, on Sept. 
6 and 7. WQXR will originate the 
radio side, with NBC-TV televisirg 
the events. 

Radio show will be aired from 
3-5:15 p.m., while the tele edition 
will be beamed from 2-5 p.m., Sept. 
6, and 2-4:30 p.m. Sept. 7. 

Agency for Spalding is S. G. 
Boynton of Detroit. 


— 
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Now starring on NBC's 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturday's 8-9 p.m. EosT 
Mgt.: William Morris AsencY 





























_Weinesday, August 26, 1952 | VARIETY RE ES AES on 

“ WANTED * 

= 7 Experienced PRODUCER wants JOB 

producing YOUR NEXT TV-FILM COMMER- 

-s CIAL! Qualifications -- More than 

ti THIRTY YEARS experience producing 

c MOTION PICTURE TRAILERS...that sell 

= the MOVIES to an average of FIFTY- 

a FIVE MILLION MOVIEGOERS Every Week! 

% Experienced craftsmen in all de- 
partments! Complete facilities 7 

ar under one roof! References--the. top 

: agencies and advertisers, who are 

: | using TV FILM COMMERCIALS produced 

- by NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE! Write 

F ; or phone 1600 Broadway, New York 19, 

: N.Y. -- CIrcle 6-5700 - or - 7026 


Santa Monica Boulevard, Hollywood -- 
Gladstone 3136. 
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Mull Strategic Cross-Country BMI 


Seminars; Denver Meet Scores 


There is a strong possibility that 
Broadcast Music, Inc. will hold 
three week-long program seminars 
at strategic points across the coun- 
try, BMI prexy Carl Haverlin said 
last week. Idea stems from the 
success of the six-day seminar BMI 
staged at the U. of Denver early 
this month, at conclusion of which 
the cooperating groups, Colorado 
Broadcasters Assn. and Denver U., 


proposed at least five such semi- | 
nars be held during the coming 
year 

BMI has been running a large 


number of program clinics, lasting 
two days, but this was the first 
cross-the-board affair. Resolution 
adopted at the meeting’s close 
stressed that programming is 
radio’s vital stock-in-trade and that 
more time should be devoted to 
improving it. 

Over 
the sessions, of which one day was 
devoted entirely to TV. 
programming was treated fully by 
covered such as 


who questions 


music, farm audiences, department | Come To Denver.” 


store potentials, etc. 
Cuff, consultant to 


100 broadcasters attended | 


store advertising than it has ever 
seen. 
Start From Bottom 
Sen. Edwin C. Johnson of Colo- 
rado, Chairman of the Senate In- 


terstate Commerce Committee, 
answering a question on how the 
industry could secure favorable 


legislation, said that 
should start from the bottom, not 
the top as they have done in the 
past. “Get together, work out a 
bill entirely in the public interest 
and then divide up the job of con- 
tacting, on their home bases, your 
own congressmen and_ senators. 
The congressman doesn’t care what 
people outside his*district say. But 
if someone from his own district 
explains matters to him, he will 


| pay attention,’ Sen. Johnson said 


| 


The senator said that free speech 
must -e carefully protected. Bills 
proposed in Congress that would 
limit free speech, he declared, 


Radio | “must be fought by everyone—the 


| newspaper, the radio, television.” 
some 16 speakers from nine states, | 
|of KFEL-TV, spoke on “TV Has 


Frank Bishop and Brad Roberts, 


A demonstra- 


Samuel H.}tion of TV remote equipment was 
the Allied | held with the cooperation of Hugh 


Stores Corp., said that AM is on/| Terry and Clayton Grace, of KLZ- 


the threshold of more department 


TV. Another workshop demonstra- 





| 
| 


broadcasters | 


| 
| 





tion was coordinated by Jim 
Murphy, of WEWS, Cleveland. 
Clinic also toured KFEL-TV, to 
see the outlet in operation, with 


owner-manager Gene O'Fallon 
handling the sightseeing. 
Wayne Saunders, of KCNA, 


| Tucson, said radio should borrow 


a leaf from the industrial users of 
music, who pattern their music to 
the time of day. Robert J. Burton, 
BMI v.p., spoke on “Music Busi- 
ness is Big Business.” 
broadcasters and BMI for their 
program-improving efforts. 

Novel feature of the seminar was 
fact that broadcasters brought 
wives and kids, with special ac- 
tivities planned for the femmes 
and a nursery for the moppets. 


Richard Day, Film Art 
Director, Pacted by NBC 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
NBC inked Richard Day, top film 
art director, to a term deal. He'll 
serve in an exe®ftive capacity in 
N. Y., supervising the NBC-TV art 
direction with particular attention 
to experimental color telecasts. He 
left for N. ¥. over the weekend. 
Contract, set by the Morris of- 
fice, starts Sept. 1. During 23 years 
in the film industry, Day won more 
Oscars than anyone in the field, 
winning again last year on “Street- 
car Named Desire.” 
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Gov. Dan | 
Thornton of Colorado lauded the | 


Houston Drive-In Sues 
To End Disk Show Pact 
With Drinking Charge 


Houston, Aug. 19. 


Stuart’s Drive-In Restaurant has 
filed suit here to scrap the $330 
a week contract for its new all- 
night radio record show, charging 
the program's disk jockey-producer 
worked only two nights before he 
was discharged for alleged drink- 
| ing. 

The suit was filed jointly against 
KTHT, which aired the show, and 
Jameson Brinkmeyer, local indie 
radio producer. 

Sponsor said the trouble began 
| Aug. 6 in the specially constructed 
broadcast booth which was built 
atop the drive-in. 
| Show, “Music from Main Street,” 
is now originating from the KTHT 
studios, with another announcer. 


Because Srinkmeyer originated 
the idea for the show and was to 
have been the disk joekey, the 
contract should be null and void, 
the suit said. Bill Bennett, man- 
ager of KTHT, stated that Brink- 
meyer would be returned to the 
show by the outlet. 

“As far as the suit is concerned,” 
Bennett stated, “they could have 
cancelled the contract without go- 
ing to court. We're always ready 
to end a contract at the adver- 
tiser’s option.” 
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WEST VIRGINIA ~ OHIO 


{}4 kiowarrs 


CHANNEL 3 


600%. 


above average terrain 





avd, 
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KENTUCKY 





WSAZ-TV, Huntington, West Virginia, with the acquisition 
of the FIRST high-powered Transmitter - Amplifier produced, 


has become the world's MOST POWERFUL commercial tele- 
vision station — serving a 67-County Market Area of over 


2,000,000 people with 84,000 watts radiated power 


on Channel 3. 


For full details on rates and availabilities to stake out yous claim in thie rich 
new market, wire, call, or write Lawrence H. Rogers Il, General Manager, or 


contact your nearest office of The Kate Agency. 


SET fer SIGHTS ON 


WSAZ - 
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Tele Chatter 
New York 


Preen Wax has bought tho 
Hollenbeck portion of W< BS-Pee 
“Six O'Clock Report” fo, gad, 
days and Thursdays, starting Sent 
9... Legit actor Greg Meee 
playing the role of a concert vi “ 
linist on ABC's “Tales of ng 
row’ Aug. 29. He'll play n og 
Bach and Kreisler . .— proa,,. 
Montgomery Ford is do)! psy 
composer-adaptor on J. B. Prica 
ley’s “Good Companior — 
it’s aired Monday night (95 _ 
CBS’ “Westinghouse Si» ( 
Theatre.” He and his 
Ryland, composed five pn. 
for the show NB( Veiling 
its upcoming “Victo: \ Sea” 
series with press showin f ten 
episodes today (Wed the 
Johnny Victor Theatre Bil 
Baird back in N. Y. from the Coast 
to start a new series of ‘ Whistling 
Wizard” with his wife. Cora, for 
CBS. He supervised the puppet 
sequences for “Jollyana,” the legit 
musical, in its San Francisco open. 
ing last weeK ... Morton A. Barret 
named operations and sales service 
manager for WCBS-TV Doe- 
skin Tissues has bought the 4:15 to 
4:30 p.m. segment once a week of 
NBC's “Kate Smith Show” ‘ 
American Legion citing Ed Sulli- 
van for “outstanding contributions 
to American servicemen” when he 
returms as emcee of CBS’ “Toast 
of the Town” Sunday night (24) 
... Vera Massey set for a feature 
role on ABC’s “Tales of Tomor- 
row” Friday night, with Chester 
Morris starring ... Elaine Ellis 
on CBS’ “Police Story” Friday 
night. y 

Gloria McGrath and Myrtle Lay. 
ton have taken over production of 
commercial films for Kathi Norris 
and other chores for the femme 
gabber formerly supervised by 
Babs Doniger, who’s gone into her 
own film setup...Flack Saul Krieg 
left last week for the Coast on 
John W. Loveton’s televersion of 
“Mr. and Mrs. North.”... Mary 
Hartline of ABC-TV’s “Super Cir- 
cus” preemed the new Mary Hart- 
line doll at Gimbel’s Monday (18) 

Jack Brumpback, former AM-TV 
director of Goldwaite-Smith agen- 
cy, has joined Ziv TV as account 
exec foy the five northwest states 
., » Randy Merriman, of NBC's 
“Big Payoff,” returns to the strip 
gamed (25) after a two-week vaca- 
ion. 
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Hollywood 


John a Edwards & Associates 
won the sales rights to the telecast 
of the annual dinner of the Acad- 
emy of Television Arts and Sci- 
ences, and is prepping a presenta- 
tion to advertisers for nationwide 
beaming of the affair in February 
... Dennis Day set to kickoff the 
NBC-TV “All Star Revue” Sept. 6 
. . . Ed Cashman, TV-radio exec 
for Foote, Cone & Belding, planed 
back to N. Y. to resume super- 
vision of the “Hallmark TV Play- 
house” ... Johnny Dugan, who 
has concentrated exclusively on 
video since starting the “Johnny 
Dugan Show” on NBC-TV, played 
a three-day weekend nitery stint 
at the Del Mar Hotel. 





Chicago 

In what the releases discreetly 
describe as his “initial appearance 
in legitimate theatre,” WNBQ 
sportscaster Tom Duggan is (¢0- 
starring this week with Vicki Cum- 
mings in the Chevy Chase produc- 
tion of “Light Up the Sky.” Norm 
Barry is handling the thespians 
regular radio and TV chores... 
Morton Jacobson, prez of Morton 
Television Productions, has can- 
celed his distrib agreement with 
Snader Sales and is setting up his 
own selling crew...Stephen_ Fen- 
tress has been upped to assistant 
news director for the WGN-TV 
newsreel staff...Don Meier given 
the director reins for the video 
version to “Welcome Travelers 
which tees off Sept. 8. Tom Hicks, 
of Dancer-Fitzgerald & Sample, 
New York, will be exec producer 
...Clint Youle’s early evening 
weather show and Dorsey Connors 
patter session are slated to be 
scratched next week to make way 
for a filmed “King Calico” puppet 
strip, Latter show has been aired 
live on WENR-TV with staunch 
ratings. Hudson dealer Jim Moran 
sends his “Courtesy Theatre” fea- 
ture film series into its fourth yea! 
on WGN-TV. 
—_———— OOO 


HARPO MARX 


NBC-TV 


RCA-VICTOR 
Mgt: GUMMO MARX | 
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MR. LOCAL 


mr. recionat ; TW ADVERTISER! 


ABBOTT & COSTELLO 


ARE READY TO 











SELL FOR YOU IN YOUR INDIVIDUAL 


TV MARKETS! 


But only if you act fast! For here’s a brand-new series of 
half-hour programs, all expressly filmed for television . . 
starring the unequalled antics of Abbott & Costello . . and 
ready for immediate sponsorship by national, regional, and 
local advertisers on a market-by-market basis. 


You'll find “The Abbott & Costello Show” is the kind of 
high-rating entertainment that viewers will look forward 
to every week. It combines the unrepressed, wholesome 
comedy of these two favorite funnymen with the able 
directing of Jean Yarbrough, acknowledged master in his 
field, and the top TV scripting of Sidney Fields and 
Eddie Forman. 


For all the facts—including costs and a preview of 
“The Abbott & Costello Show”— phone or wire the nearest 
of these nine conveniently-located MCA-TV offices. 


With offices at... 








.. their four solid years of nationwide sponsorship on radio 


. their ever-increasing popularity on the stage, screen, radio.. 


. their Hollywood record of 29 consecutive box office hits, 


.and— their repeated smash appearances during 1951-52 on 


HOW SUCCESSFUL CAN YOU GET?’ 


Well, if you know Abbott & Costello (and who doesn’t?), 
these phenomenal achievements won’t surprise you — 


now reaffirmed more conclusively thau ever over the perfect 
medium for their inimitabie zaniness — television! 


grossing almost $60,000,000 in the last ten years—and soon 
to be topped by their latest and greatest film, “Abbott & 
Costello Meet Captain Kidd” (for December release, 
incidentally). 


by the R. J. Reynolds Company, one of America’s largest 
and most successful advertisers. 


the Colgate Comedy Hour... with an average TV Nielsen- 
rating of 45.2 and a spectacular share of audience that 
has zoomed as high as 78.2%! 


WHAT A PAIR TO HAVE SELLING FOR YOU!! 











NEW YORK: 598 Madison Avenve—PLaza 9-7500 

CHICAGO: 430 North Michigan Ave.—DElaware 7-1100 
BEVERLY HILLS: 9370 Santa Monica Blvd.—CRestview 6-2001 
SAN FRANCISCO: 105 Montgomery Street--EXbrook 2-8922 


CLEVELAND: Union Commerce Bldg.—CHerry 1-6010 
DALLAS: 2102 North Akard Street—CENtral 1448 
DETROIT: 1612 Book Tower—WOodward 2-2604 
BOSTON: 1044 Little Building— Liberty 2-4823 
MINNEAPOLIS: Northwestern Bank Bldg.—LINcoln 7863 


DISTRIBUTORS OF AMERICA'S FINEST TV SHOWS FOR LOCAL ADVERTISERS 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Detroit—Goebel Brewing Co. is 
sponsoring broadcasts over WJR of 
all Detroit Lions exhibition and 
National Football League games. 
Bob Reynolds, te WJR 
sports director, will do the play-by- 
play of exhibition games, with Van 
— handling the regular con- 
ests. 





Dallas—Wesley Ellis and Tom 
Brown have joined the sales staff 
of WRR, municipally-operated out- 
let. Ellis was formerly announcer 
with KTBC, Austin, and Brown 
was formerly a producer with 
WFAA, here. 





Saginaw, Mich.—Raymond’ G. 
Ulbrich, former manager of WDMJ, 


~ Marquette, has been named as- 


sistant to prexy Milton Greene- 
baum at WSAM here. 





Albany—Marty Ross, former disk 
jockey at WOKO and WPTR and 
an Army pfc for the past year, is 
now on the staff of an-~Armed 
Forces station in Berlin. He also 
has done an off-screen commentary 
on a film which the Berlin Sym- 

hony Orchestra made and which 
s to be televised in the U. S. Ross’ 
brother, Herbert, is a salesman 
here for Columbia Pictures. 


Houston — A new half-hour 
audience participation show will 
make its debut here on KTHT, to 





In 1940 income from farming was less than $11 billion; in 1951 it was $37.5 billion, 


be called “Kitchen Canteen.” There 
will be quizzes and entertainment 
for the women on the series pro- 
duced by John Norman. Tom 
Osborne will be announcer for the 
series, Bruce Burkis will provide 
the musical background, while Loel 
Passe will assist in the quiz por- 
tions of the airings. 





San Antonio— John W. Fraser, 
account executive with KABC here, 
has resigned to join a local ad- 
vertising agency. He was at KABC 
for the past four years. Prior to 
that he was promotion manager at 
WHB, Kansas City. 





Albany — Bill Bennett is now 
doing a Saturday midnight deejay- 
interview hour from De Gregory’s 
Restaurant in Saratoga Springs 
over WPTR. 





Albany—Jackie Gieason Eniter- 
prises, Inc., has, been chartered to 
conduct a. theatrical, television, 
radio and motion picture business 
in New York. Francis J. Murphy 
is a director and filing attorney. 





Cleveland—Penny Bell, formerly 
of WEOL, does a newscast nightly 
at WNMO for a hearing-aid spon- 
sor... Mike Craver, formerly with 
WHK sales, now with Carr Liggett 
Advertising . .. Pat and Doris Mc- 
Cormick, singers, and Tommy Mc- 
Cormick, pianist-organist, along 











with Lenny Baker and Gloria Gott- 
fried, on the “Penthouse Party 
11 p.m. TV stanza Saturday nights 
at WEWS ... Ed Maxwell, AFRA 
rexy here, resigned at WTAM- 
NBK for law biz. Stations add- 
ed Karl Bates, formerly of the Lib- 
erty network, to take over the an- 
nouncing job. . 





Cleveland—Ted Malone, news 
commentator, will replace Shep- 
herd L. Witman on the Monday- 
thru-Friday, five-minute, 11:10 p.m. 
commentary stint on WXEL. Wit- 
man is stepping out of the Central 
National Bank sponsored shows to 
devote more time to the Council 
on World Affairs here, of which 
he is executive director. McCann- 
Erickson is the agency. 

Malone will move to Cleveland, 
but will continue to record for his 
ABC network stints. 





Greensboro, N. C. — Robert P. | 


Hardenbergh, former business em- 


loyee of WBIG in Greensboro, has | 


me account exec with the 
Crosley radio stations. He i 
cover Illinois, Wisconsin and In- 
diana for the Crosley firm from 
headquarters in Chicago. 


Boston—Sherm Feller has joined 
WLAW, handling a cross-the-board 
disk jockey stanza, 11:15 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. 


Philadelphia—George A. Koeh- 
WFIL-TV, has been named radio 
ler, director of advertising and pro- 
motion since 1949 for WFIL and 
sales director. He succeeds Norman 
R. Prouty, who joins the Katz 
Agency in New York City. 











" The American farmer has always been the backbone of 
America. Through far-reaching changes in the last twelvé years, 
the farmer has become one of America’s most important consumers as well, ° 
Here are some of the factors that have made him “Your Best Customer;” 


In 1950 the farmer's purchases of consumer merchandise were 2'/ times 
what they were in 1940. 


In 1940 total farm assets were $54 billion. By 1951 they were $153 billion, 
In this same period, mortgages, in relation to assets, were reduced 6790. 


In 1940 the spendable cash held by farm families was $4 billion; in 1951 it was 
nearly $20 billion—$3,178 per family—many times the liquid assets 
of the average city dweller. 


These are just a few of the statistics that illustrate how important 
it is to reach the rural market—your best customer. In WLW-Land, 
WLW radio reaches more of them more often for less 
than any other medium. Ask to see the WLW story 
of “Your Best Customer’. 
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Cleve.’s AFRA to Make 13 
Awards for AM, TY ‘Bests’ 
In 2d Annual Selection 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

Thirteen “bests” in both radio 
and tele will be honored by the 
Cleveland local of American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists in the sec- 
ond annual AFRA awards for 1952. 

Selection of the ‘“‘bests’’ will be 
made by a group of seven judges, 
including Mrs. Nadyne King, chair- 
| man, radio division, Federation of 
| Women’s Clubs; Lewis E. Zender, 
| director ‘public relations, U. S. 
Steel; Hal Stedfeld, Stedfeld & 
Byrne, Inc.; William B.. Levenson, 
| assistant superintendent in charge 
of Cleveland . elementary _ schools; 
Stanley Anderson, radio-TV editor, 
The Press; George Condon, radio- 
| TV editor, The Plain Dealer, and 
Ben Wickham, radio-TV editor, 
The News. Sanford Markey, of 
AFRA, is secretary to the judges. 

Selection of award winners will 
be made in both radio and tele 
for ‘best’ woman's program; chil- 
dren’s; news, including straight 
news and commentary; sports, in- 
cluding play-by-play and sports- 
casting; musical performance, 
either to an individual or group; 
commercial, including both spot 
and regular commercials. 

An award will also be given to 
the best program and performer 
in radio and TV. The “best” radio 
disk jockey will be selected, while 
in tele, the judges will pick the 
individual whose presentation of 
films and/or emcee performances 
“contribute most to the success of 
the program.” 

As for station themselves, the 
judges will, as they did last year, 
honor the station for best promo- 
tion, public service ‘and special 
service programming. 

Last year AFRA made 10 pres- 
entations at the Annual Awards 
Luncheon in March. 


BIG BOOM IN DALLAS 
ON VIDEO SET SALES 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 

While some firms are having a 
summer slump, among the happiest 
business men here are those who 
have a franchise to distribute TV 
sets. Biz is so good that some dis- 
tributors complain they are having 
trouble filling dealers’ orders. 

One distributor stated that his 
sales during June and July were 
the highest for that period in the 
firm’s history. “July sales alone 
were 23 times as high as those dur- 
ang July, 1951,” he said. “Of 
course, business was rotten in July 
of 1951, but our sales in July were 
twice as heavy as in March, also a 
good month.” 

One firm reported that sales fell 
down slightly after the national 
conventions, but added that “busi- 
ness hos picked up again.” 








are having trouble getting as many 
sets as they need. Manufacturers 
are in the process of changing 
from old models to new. Secondly, 
manufacturers’ stocks were de- 
pleted by the heavy run of sets 
in June and July. At least one 
firm has put all its distributors 
and dealers on an allocation sys- 
tem. 

Local dealers point to three fac- 
tors which have contributed to the 
sale of TV sets—first, lifting of 
credit restrictions; second, arrival 
of “live” network TV in the area, 
and third, the two ,olitical conven- 
tions. 

_ Dealers believe that the conven- 
tions did much to further the sales 
of TV sets. One local dealer said 
his July sales was up 300% mainly 
due to the Chi telecasts. 

Regarding fall outlook for TV 
sales, most dealers are highly op- 
timistic. 

Figures produced by the Dallas 
Power & Light Co. substantiate 


: ;merciats for Fatima. As a show biz 
Seme distributors say that they 





distributors’ reports of good sales ; ects 

: : sesar ig that much more © 

during June and July. plus pon ft ty . Abel. 
— — = 











Pitt May Get Extra 
Channel 17 Mi. Of 


Pittsburgh, A 

It begins to look as if Pittsbu, h 
may get an additional Ty chansel 
after all. Acting as a private cit 
zen, Mayor David L. Lawrence last 
be ee, the FCC for the 
allocation of a ch |! 
a annel to nearby . 

The move for a station j 
17 miles from Pittsburgh, - bps 
parent attempt to resolve the di. 
lemma of finding another outlet for 
western Pennsylvania Within the 
framework of the present FCC reg. 
ulations. Under the present alloca. 
tions, Pittsburgh would have in the 
VHF range only WDTYV, which is 
being moved from Channel 3 to 2: 
another commercial outlet, Chan. 
nel 11, and an educational Station, 
Channel 13. Three other stations, 
in the UHF range, have also been 
allocated, but nobody seems too 
eager to get them. 

_Bone of contention has been prin. 
cipally the allocation of Channe| 4 
Under the FCC rules, it could not 
be granted to Pittsburgh because 
of a slight overlap with WLWC in 
Columbus, O. It’s Channel 4 which 
Mayor Lawrence has asked to be 
assigned to Irwin. Mayor pointed 
out that Irwin has a population of 
4,228 and that the FCC rules “pro. 
vide for the assignment of TV 
channels to many cities which have 
a smaller population than Irwin, 
Pa.” He said that under present 
minimum assignment separation 
rules Channel 4 cannot be assigned 
“to any community in Pennsylvania 
larger than Irwin and to very few 
other communities at all.” 


VETLUGUIN (EX-METRO) 
ON CBS’ ‘STUDIO ONE’ 


Voldemar Vetluguin, one-time 
head of Metro’s story department 
reporting directly to Louis B. 
Mayer, has joined CBS-TV in New 
York as a top script department 
exec. His first assignment will be 
consulting. on story properties for 
the web’s “Studio One.” 

Vetluguin left the M-G story 
department to move into a pro- 
ducer’s ‘berth ‘and later was a pro- 
ducer on the Columbia Pictures lot 
in Hollywood. 







































TV Reviews 


Continued from page ?? —— 





Steve Hannegan and Morton Dow- 
ney will judge). 

“Stork Club” is now sustaining, 
for all of Billingsley’s cuffo coms 


entity, the show projects a unique 
brand of glamor which must in 
trigue a large cross-section whose 
vicarious associations with the w.k. 
bistro have come from a _ barrage 
of press blurbs hardly rivaled by 
any othe nitery. Winchell alone 
has made the Stork assume an aura 
and atmosphere that is a cross be- 
tween Madame Pompadour ein het 
heyday and 10 Downing St. 


This TV show does a lot to In 
stitutionalize the posh cabarets 
restaurant into the solid establish: 
ment thot it has become. a nice 
spot for nice folks and you dont 


have to be a walking Fort Knox or 
a lammister from Glamville in_or 
der to enjoy the environment. Bill- 
ingsley blends the celebs with the 
jes’ nice folks in reality, and “Stork 
Club” on TV achieves that blend 
and projects it well. This perhaps 
is the show’s prim: appeal and. ! 
truth were known, p¢chaps Billins- 
sley’s major reason for adding the 
video adjunct at such expense and 
essaying it so importantly. The fact 
that Fatima, or somebody else. ©" 
underwrite the institutional builds 




















10 KW FM TRANSMITTER 


FOR SALE 


completely installed, with antenna all RCA equip- 
ment, midtown area, New York City. 630 ft. above 
sea level terrific field survey, can be used for func- 
tional music to cafes, restaurants, store casting to 
supermarkets, $15,000.00 terms arranged. 

Thomas J. Valentino, Inc., 150 W. 46 St., N. Y. 36 
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Delay in Nielsen Coverage Report 
May Give NBC Rebate on Service 


Nielsen Coverage Service, which + 


was to deliver its report on cover- 
age of AM and TV stations and | 
networks by Aug. 15, has been de- | 
layed and may not get the data | 
in for another two to four weeks. | 
A. C. Nielsen's contract with NBC, 
the only network which has sub-| 
scribed to NCS ‘so far, contains 
penalty clauses, whereby the web 
will pay less according to length } 
of the delay. 

However, it hasn’t been decided 
yet by NBC whether it will clip 
Nielsen for the postponement 
Web will act on that question-on 
basis of duration of the delay and 
amount of information NCS gives 
in the interim. 

The delay is not expected to 
change the picture in the race be- 
tween NCS und Standard Audit 
and Measurement, iInc., outfit 
headed by Dr. Kenneth Baker, 
former topper of Broadcast Meas- 
urement Bureau, demised 
which conducted two 
studies in the past. 
the delay is tardiness of the U. S. 
Census Bureau, which is putting 





Fair Shake 


“Sing the Words” packager 
Jay Herbert is permitting NBC 
to hold on to its option on the 
shoy, although show had a firm 
sponsorship offer from another 
network with a TV bankroller. 
Unusual aspect is that there is 
no written pact involved, but 
Herbert feels “ta handshake is 
as good as a 400-page con- 
tract.” 

Herbert shook on the deal 
with NBC program veepee 
Charles (Bud) Barry, with 
whom he has made similar 
verbal agreements in the past. 
NBC auditioned “Sing” as a 
radio audience participationer 
and has a 60-day option on 
the musical quiz. 








| Columbia U. Studes Now 


Can Major in Radio, TV 


Columbia U. students will now 


| be able to major im radio and TV. 
|aeccording to Erik Barnouw, 1n 


‘charge of broadcasting courses at 
ithe university. 
|able to take 14 courses regularly 
| offered by the School of General 
| Studies in cooperation with NBC. 


Courses are also open to stu- 


‘dents not working for a degree. 
This year there will be three new 
broadcasting courses: TV Program 
Techniques, with William Hodapp, 
producer of “American Inventory”; 
TV, Radio and Films as Informa- 
tion Media, with Barnouw; and 


Special Video Effects, with James | 


A. Glenn, manager of NBC-TY’s 
special effects department. 


‘Union Hassles 


- Loom in Can. TV 





Toronto, Aug. 19. 
The CIO and AFL have started 


| | 

outfit | Pp FCC Lj ° 
similar | 

Reason for! 0Or {0 mit a battle royal for control of new, |} 


lucrative union membership in 


Canadian TV. 


William Dale. steward of the 


a 
out a census of radio homes. The | TV License Battles. 
state-by-state breakdowns are not) | Toronto local of International Al- 


completed yet and the Census Bu- 
reau will have about 20 finished 
by Sept. 1. Census delay is also 
likely to affect SAM, to which CBS | 
has subscribed, and which had 
been aiming for an October dead- 
line. 

Because of his desire to meet 
the NBC contract and also scoop| 
SAM, Nielsen is paying the Census 
Bureau to rush through some tabu- 
lations. The Census data is used 
primarily for verification purposes, | 
to correct and check certain fig- | 
ures where a sample is small. 

An attempt was made this spring 
to get SAM and NCS to blend, but | 
this was unsuccessful. Both out-| 
fits have been signing up station | 
subscribers and are still going | 
after more network coin. | 


nets sign for the respective serv-| testimonials regarding community | ,...,, - - 
‘ices is likely to be determined by | standing of applicants in written) crew) are non-union men handling 


the nature of their results they 
show, acceptance of their data by 
the industry and uses to which 
they can be put. 

ABC looked likely to buy Niel- | 
sen’s, since it’s a heavy Nielsen 
user, but its failure to decide is 





the FCC decides on status of its 
proposed mergec with United 
Paramount Theatres. 





San Antonio—Tim Collins has 
replaced Marvin Broyles as com- 
mercial announcer and color man 
on the Mission baseball broadcasts 
of the Texas League. Airings are 
heard on KCOR and_ KITE-FM. 
Broyles has resigned to enter pri- 
vate industry. He was also for- 
mer program director of English 
broadcasts for KCOR. Collins is 
a member of the announcing and 
news staff of KITE. He was also 





formerly with Mutual Broadcasting 
System. 


Washington, Aug. 19. 


FCC will hold testimony down to | 
| minimum in’ order to expedite de- 
cisions at its forthcoming hearings | 


on contested applications for TV 
stations, it was indicated in a pre- 
trial conference before Examiner 
Fanny Litvin today on Canten, O., 


applications, which will be heard | 


on Oct. 1 in Washington. 


Because of a tight budget, it’s 
unlikely that many hearings will 
be held in the field. Aside from 
travel expense, FCC is expécted to 
nix requests for field hearings in 
order to hold down number of: wit- 
nesses and unnecessary evidence. 


form. ’ 

So far, approximately 100 appli- 
cations have been designated for 
hearing. In addition to Canton, 
applications for Denver, Portland, 


‘Ore., and Waterbury, Conn., have 


| 
reportedly due to its waiting until} been scheduled. 





Chi Discount Plan Stays 
As TV Pre-Noon Sales Aid 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Although fall video business gen- 
erally is perking along nicely, pre- 
noon availabilities are apparently 
still proving a bit tough to move. 
As an indication, WNBQ is con- 
tinuing its “five-for-two” discount 
plan for its morning station break 
spots. Deal will go on indefinitely, 
but is subject to a change on 30 
days’ notice. It was originally 


framed as a hot weather come-on. 





Your Top TV 
Sales opportunity 








Q 





Wilmington, Del. 


In the market which has highest 


income per family in the country 


Represented by 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York Los Angeles 





sYohaM ddehaldt ide tl alidelel> 


liance of Theatrical & Stage Em- 
plovees (AFL), last week ordered 
mobile TV units and crews of 
|the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
| off the lot when*the state-operated 
system attempted to record a run 
of “Naughty Marietta,” current at- 
traction at Melody Fair, tent setup 
in Dufferin Park. Dale is chief 
eleetrician at Melody Fair. 

Dale threatened that stagehands 
and. electricians would walk out, 
taking the “Naughty Marietta” 
east, if the CBC crew was allowed 
to continué its intentions. With 
last-minute dispute relayed to Ben 
Kamsler, general manager of 
Melody Fair—plus,a sellout house 
with standees—Kamsler was forced 


Which | Lawyers will be asked to submit | to tell the CBC boys to pack up. 


Said Dale: “These (the CBC 
electri¢al equipment and lighting 
alongside union men; and we had 
no warning.” 

Canadian Congress .of Labor 
claims in rebuttal that the CBC 
production staff belong to the Na- 
tional Assn. .of Broadcast En- 
gineers and Technicians, an inter- 
national ClO affiliate, despite the 
charges of IATSE. Méanwhile, 
Walter Murdoch, head of the Ca- 
nadian Musicians Union, currently 
is seeking specific increases over 
present radio ratesgfor musicians 
when a performance is being tele- 
vised and also broadcast. 

For TV commitments, Murdoch 
wants a $2 per half-hour raise for 
his members, this a minimum $12 
for 30 minutes compared with $10 
for radio tasks. CBC TV is getting 
underway in Canada early in Sep- 
tember, with stations in Toronto 
and Montreal the nucleus of a 
state-operated trans-Canada chain. 


Chi NBC, Scenic Artists 
Pact Likely to Settle 
New 7-Day Work Concept 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

NBC and United Scenic Artists 
here are on the verge of a new com 
tract which has ramifications for 
the industry considerably beyond 
the scope of the number of per- 
sonnel involved. Only stumbling 
block remaining is the now stand- 
ard radio-TV concept of a seven- 
day operation with no premium 
wages for Saturday and Sunday 
work. 

Radio talent and technical un- 
ions have long since accepted the 








ever, with the advent of television 
and the emergence of the many 


ing situation, the problem of week- 
end overtime has cropped up. The 





| networks, of course, have stuck to | 


| their guns and have been generally 
; successful in selling the seven-day 
| idea to the new guilds. 

In fact, if, as expected, the Chi 
| artists go along with the work 
| week, the webs figure they have re- 

moved the last hurdle to universal 
acceptance of the idea. The New 
York graft unions have already 
okayed the concept in their current 
| contracts. 





they must, under their FCC char- 
ters, operate on a seven-day basis 
and that, therefore, weekends are 


| It’s the network’s argument that ! 


normal working days. 


Students will be 


Sunday to Sunday operation. How- | 


craft unions new to the broadcast- | 


Chi Radio's Food, Merchandising 


~ Tie-lns Hit New Chain Store Peak 





Radio High Sign 

Confronted with the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists’ 
ban on talent being inter- 
viewed on radio disk jockey 
shows, Ivan Black and. Jim 
Moran, who do a show nightly 
| from the Blue Ribbon, N. Y., 
eatery, nonetheless inter- 
| viewed singer Bernice Parks 
last week—but via sign lan- 
guage. Show is aired over 
WVNJ. Newark (N. J.) radio 
indie. 

Black and Moran had Miss 
| Parks at their mike, asking 
| her questions which she could 
| answer by nodding her head 
| “yes” or “no,” or by signalling 
her answers. They then ex- 
plained to their listeners the 
reason she could not speak to 
them. To give thera a chance 
to hear her voice, though, 
| they played one of her record- 


ings. 





| 
| 
| 
' 
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NAEB ‘Heritage’ 


| 


Into Syndication 


ries produced by the National 
Assn. of Educational Broadcasters, 
will be made available to commer- 
cial outlets on a sustaining basis. 
Outlets will be able to beam the 
13 half-hour dramas for the cost 
of the pressings alone, about $25. 

In New York the series preems 
Sept. 14 over WNYC, the municipal 
station, in a 1 p.m. Sunday slot. 
Kickoff in other educational sta- 
tions will be on the same date. 

“Jeffersonian” and three or four 
other series are being financéd un- 
der a $300,000 grant from the 
Fund for Adult Education, estab- 
lished by the Ford Foundation. 
Series stars Claude Rains, was 
written by Morton Wishengrad 
and Milton Geiger and produced 
and directed by Frank Papp, with 
music composed and cenducted by 
Wladimir Selinsky. 

Seymour N. Siegel, NAEB prexy, 
said that the series is not biograph- 
ical but “recreates Jefferson as a 
living voice, his ideals as living 
ideals and his principles as endur- 
ing qualities that should guide men 
of the present day.” 


RAYE FIRST GUEST FOR 
REVAMPED BERLE SHOW 


Martha Raye will be first guest 
on the revamped Milton Berie 
show, which tees off for the season 
Sept. 16. Other outside talent is 
expected to be signed as soon as 
the first script is completed. The 
writers will be headed by Good- 
man Ace, and staff will comprise 
Aaron Rubin, Arnold Auerbach, 
Ray Golden, Selma Diamond and 
Jay Burton. Burton is the only 
holdover from the previous script 
sector. Greg Garrison will be 
director, and Ben Griefer will 
supervise the show on behalf of 
»the William Morris Agency. Tex- 
aco, through the Kudner agency, 
will sponsor the Berle layout for 
| three out of four weeks. 
| Buick will sponsor the fourth 
| week. Buick format hasn’t been 
| set yet. Kudner is currently mull- 
ing George Jessel to topline a show. 
‘a are also toying with a circus 
| idea. 














‘TW Integration Theme 
| Of NAEB Convention 


“Integrate into TV or Die!” will 
| be theme of the National Assn. of 
'Educational Broadcasters annual 
| convention, in Minneapolis Nov. 
6-8. 
| Major emphasis will be placed 
,on video this year, with practical 
| demonstrations of use of the me- 
| dium. Closed circuit TV operations 
| will be part of the confab, with 


}equipment from KUOM, the U. of | 


| Minnesota station. 


| tion chairman. 


Hubert Humphrey. 


“The Jeffersonian Heritage,” se- | 


¥v 


Chicago, Aug 
The romancing of food aad as 
cery advertisers by Windy City 
radio stations has reached a ted 
high this summer and the aes 
ons” are all variaticns of the i 
basic theme—merchandising Fraga 


with the big name retai} Chains 
WMAGQ, the Chi NBC outlet. ic in 
its second year with its " 


Chair 
Lightning” merchandising bey 
tion. WGN just a few weeks as 
launched its tie-up with the Fay 
{| pendent Grocers’ Allianc: 
| ing 1,369 stores within the statio,; " 
j Coverage area. And now it’s jyst 
| been learned that WBBM, the CRs 
| 0.&0., has also quietly moved into 
the act. 

The WBBM approach is 
what different but still aimed at 
; the same goal—i.e., providing Cli- 
ents using the particular show ine 
volved an additional inducement in 
the form of wider product distyj- 
bution, favored shelf positions and 





DOOst- 


some. 


featured store displays. The WBBM 
| formula, like the others, is prem. 
ised on the highly competitive sit- 


uations of the various brands with. 
in the individual store and chains, 
Under the WBBM setup the ac- 
tual merchandising followup is 
|done by the bankrollers them- 
| Selves, with the station providing 
| the client with the “in” with the 
| retailers. 
| On the daily quarter-hour “Shop- 
| ping With the O’Reillys” on which 
| the project is being tested, it 
works like this: On each show, be- 
sides the advertisers’ own blurbs, 
three minutes are set aside to plug 
featured items from one of the 
nine grocery chains which are par- 
ticipating to date. In other words, 
the regular sponsors of the show, 
in this case Zippy Starch and Mar- 
cal Paper Products, can offer the 
retailers playing ball with them an 
insert into the program that would 
cost the stores $330 each if it were 
to be purchased from the station. 
Since the strip itself is paid for 
by the two advertisers, it’s they, 
and not the station, that under- 
writes the cuffo “hitch-hikers.” So, 
in this case, it’s not one of those 
“give a little time away to sell a 
little time” formulas that have 
drawn some criticism because of 
their snowballing possibilities. 


Husing’s One-Shot Gab 


Ted Husing returns to his old 
stamping grounds as a CBS Radio 
sportscaster for a special one-shot 
Aug. 29, when he'll call the play- 
by-play for the Little League 
World Series, which CBS is cover- 
ing from Williamsport, Pa. Show 
will be on the air from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m., with no sponsor set yet. 

Husing for the last several years 
has been conducting a twice-daily 
disk jockey show over WMGM, 
N. Y. radio indie. 
nnn] 
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4 Reasons Why 


The foremost national and local 
advertisers vse WEVD year ofter 
year to reach the vast 


Jewish Market 
of Metropolitan New York 


1. Top adult programming 

2. Strong audience impact 
3. Inherent listener loyo'ty 
4. Potential buying pow®’ 
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Send for « copy of _ 
‘WHO'S WHO ON WEVD 
Henry Greenfield, Man. Dir. 


WEVD, 117-119 West 46th St. 
New York 36 

















Burton Paulu, AM-TV chief of | 
U. of Minnesota, will be conven- | 
One of the key- | 
noters at the parley will be om. | 


Established Chicago commercial 
film preducer desires permaner 
staff writer experienced in motion 
pictures, slidefilms ond television 
work. Send full resume and salary 
desired in first letter. Write Boz 
6809, Variety, 154 West 46th St. 











New York 36, N. Y. 


9 

gro- 
City 
hew 
me. 
ame 
-ing 


is 
iem- 
ling 


the 


hop- 
hich 
i = 
_be- 
irbs, 
plug 
the 
par- 
rds, 
now, 
Mar- 
the 
n an 
ould 
vere 
tion, 
| for 
hey, 
der- 
' So, 
hose 
‘ll a 
have 
» of 


old 
adio 
shot 
ylay- 
ague 
ver- 
how 
) to 
yet. 
ears 
laily 
GM, 


ty 


‘VD’ 
Dir. 
th St. 


cial 
ent 
ion 
ion 
ary 
Bor 
$t., 




















webs-tv 
monday * wednesday + friday 
7:45-8:00 p.m. 
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One Home in Four in Non-TV Areas 
Always Dialing AM, MBS Data Shows 


In non-TV sections of America+ 


one radio out of every four is al- | 
ways operating in the 10 a.m.-11 | 
p.m, span. The average sets-in-use | 
figure in areas without television Is | 
better than 25°, ic’s indicated in| 
two special studies maée for MBS 
by J. A. Ward, Inc., in which over 
1,150,000 phone calls were made. 
First Ward study is a sampling 
of those -sections of the country 
which are beyond the range of TV. 
It’s pointed out by Richard J. Puff, 


MBS research director, that this 
area, covering 86% of the land 


area of the nation, includes 39.6% 
of W. S. radio homes and a popu- | 
lation of 60,000,000. In non-TV 
markets there are 795 network AM 
stations in 531 communities. | 
Ward's findings on share-of-audi- 
ence showed Mutual leading with 
41%, with the three other networks 
getting respectively, 22%, 17% and | 


| 
| 


12%, and the indies getting an 8% | 
share. 
Reason for the Mutual leader- | 


ship may be the fact that MBS has | 
a local station in four. out of overs | 
five of the 531 communities of non- 
TV America, 37 more station cities | 
than the three other networks put | 
together. 

Mutual led also in average rat- | 
ings in the non-TV area, according | 
to Ward. MBS got 10.8 tating, with 
the other nets earning 5.9, 4.5 and 
3.2, respectively, and the indies 
2.1%. 

Study was done on the telephone | 
coincidental method. A sample of | 
151 cities was chosen to represent | 
a cross-section of the 531 commu- 
nities covered. 

Grassroots Coverage 

At the same time as the non-TV 


study was made, Ward gathered | 
Ga.a to update the “Hemetown | 
America” study Crossley, Inc., | 


made for Mutual two years ago. | 
This was a study of those com- 
munities in which Mutual has the 
only network station in town. 

The 1950 report indicated that 
dialers in a particular city prefer 
the local outlet to out-of-town sta- 


tions. It fits in with Mutual's sales | 


pitch as the “grassroots network.” 


The °52 followup shows that 
MBS raised its audience share by 
an additional 11%, getting a 61% 
share in its home base markets, 
with the other nets getting 14%, 
14°% and 4%, and the indies 8%. 
Average ratings were 16.6 for MBS 
and 3.9, 3.7 and 1.0 for the other 
skeins, with the indies drawing 2.1. 


Jim Ward, who supervised the 
Non-TV America survey, was for- 
merly veepee-general manager of 
Crossley, Inc., when that firm made 
Mutual’s “Hometown America” 
study. Current studies were 
financed by MBS, with over 100 





of its affiliates kicking in. 


, 











Dallas WFAA Fave Set For 
Seven-Day Week Sxed 


Dallas, Aug. 19. 





WFAA’s live-talent early morn- | 
ing airer, “The Early Birds,” will | 


start a seven-day week Sunday, 


| Sept. 7. Now in its 23rd year, show 


has been a southwestern air favor- 
ite since it began a daily Monday- 
through-Saturday, 45-minute sched- 
ule. 7:15-8 a.m., in October, 1929. 
Present cast includes Elmer 
Baughman, Ben McCleskey, emcee 
John Allen, vocalists Claire Stewart, 
Johnny Nolton, George Kent and 
Norvell Slater; musical director 


| Wilbur Ard at.d staff orch. 


Alex Keese, station manager, be- 
lieves the seven-day week airing 
schedule is without precedent here- 
abouts. 





Miles Bowout 


Snarls ‘Family 


NBC-TYV, which wrapped up the 
rotating sponsors on its Saturday 
night “One Man’s Family” last 
week when Procter & Gamble 
signed to alternate on the show 
with Miles Labs, this week was 
back where it started. P&G is still 
in, but Miles backed out, which 
now forces the web to line up a 
new bankroller to rotate with 
P&G. 

“Family” has been aired the last 
few seasons Saturday nights at 
7:30. Last season, Miles shared the 
sponsorship horiors with Sweet- 
heart Soap. When the latter firm 
checked off, NBC had little trouble 
in signing P&G's Ivory Soap as a 
replacement. As a result of the 
checkout, NBC’s Saturday night 
fall lineup, which last week was 
SRO from 7:30 to 11, now has an- 
other hole to be filled. 





‘EATON ADDS TO CHAIN 


WITH CLEVE. WJMO BUY 


Cleveland, Aug. 19. 

WJMO, which went on the air 
five years ago, is selling out to 
Richard Eaton, operator of five 
eastern stations that concentrate 
on race-religion broadcasts. Sta- 
tion is sunup to sundown opera- 
tion, with W. J. Marshall as prin- 
cipal stockholder. 

Sale is expetced to be confirmed 
by the FCC within a month. Dave 
Baylor, general manager, has an- 
nounced he is stepping out of the 
station’s operations for a position 
elsewhere in Cleveland. He’ll be 
succeeded by Bob DeTchon, who 
is now sales manager. 
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Chi NBC Racks Up 





Detroit’s CKLW Looks 


For Lush Fall Billings 


- Detroit, Aug. 19. 

CKLW is looking forward to one 
of the largest fall billings in his- 
tory, it was announced by J. E. 
Campeau, president. He said 25 
local merchants who have been 
consistent advertisers on CKLW 
for-two years or longer were re- 
newing in the fall. On the national 
eppreximately the same numi- 
ber have signed ior fall programs. 

Campeau also announced that 
Sun Oil Co. will sponsor broad- 
casts of Michigan State College 
football games this fall. 


© G p 





$2,349,000 Billings 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

Past several days has seen a 
flock of renewals coming into the 
Chi NBC sales office, totaling $2,- 
345,000 in gross network time bill- 
ings. 

Biggest item was the year’s re- 
pacting of the morning “Dial Dave 
Garroway” strip by Armour & Co. 
Packing firm, through Feote, Cone 
& Belding, for the upcoming sea- 
son has put its entire account be- 
hind the show. Previously, only 
the Dial soapworks budget was in- 
volved. 

Allis-Chalmers is riding for the 
eighth year with “The National 
Farm and Home Hour.” Skelly Oil 
is sticking with Alex Dreier’s 
morning newscast and the Satur- 
day a.m. “This Farming Business,” 
both on 30 outlets. 

Also wrapped up are the “Dr. 
Paul” serial, backed on 62 stations 
by Wesson Oil; and the “Faultless 
Starch Time” show, riding on 60 
stations for the Faultless firm. 


‘Radio-TV Audiences 
Of America’ ‘Incubated 
In Civil Liberties Pitch 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

A new audience association 
“dedicated to the improvement of 
broadcast programs and the pre- 
servation of civil liberties on the 
airways” is being formed by Dave 
Edelson, vet radio figure here. 
Group of prominent civic personal- 
ities have been named to head up 
the organization tagged Radio and 
Television Audiences of America. 

Purpose of the group, according 
to Edelson, is to upgrade radio and 
TV fare and to serve as a clearing 
house for biographical material on 
performers. Edelson said the out- 
fit will be completely non-political 
and has no intention of delving in- 
to the private activities of radio- 
TV people. 

Soon to be launched is a national 
membership campaign, with no 
dues or assessments. Edelson said 
the group may eventually put out 
a magazine as a possible source of 
revenue. The group will work “to 
encourage extensive patriotic pro- 
grams and to promote the right of 
free speech, free press and the 
freedom of the airways; and to sup- 
press immoral radio and TV pro- 
grams or those tending to hold up 
to ridicule or scorn any person-or 
group because of race, color or 
creed.” 

Dr. Preston Bradley, pastor of 
the Peoples Church and radio com- 
mentator, has been named prexy 
of the organization. Veepees in- 
clude Mel Torme, radio-TV singer; 
Dwight H. Green, former Illinois 
governor; James Hart, managing 
director of the Ambassador East 
and West and the Hotel Sherman, 
and F. C._Irrgang, Chi business- 
man. 


NEW SPONSOR BLOOD 











FOR CBS MOPPET SHOW 


CBS Radio snagged new sponsor | 
blood this week, setting a deal with | 
Mrs. Grass’ Soups to make its AM | 


bankrolling debut as sponsor of | 
a new Saturday morning moppet | 
show. 


CBS plans to make room for 
the new show by moving the Galen 
Drake program, now on Saturday 
morning from 10:15 to 10:30, back 
a half-hour. By slotting the kid 
show at 10:15, the web will have 
a solid Saturday morning chil- 
dren's block, -with “Quiz Kids” go- 
ing from 10:30 to 11, and “Let's 
Pretend” from 11:05 to 11:30 





(after a five-minute newseast). 
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Successful Daytime Tele Formats 
Need Constant Change, Stark Se 


> 





Stevenson Pulis Minority 


Inte, est Out of TV Bid’ 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Democratic presidential nominee 
Adlai Stevenson has withdrawn 
his minority interest in a company 


which has an application before 
the. FCC for a TV _ station in 
Springfield, I11. The applicant, 


Sangamon Valley Television Corp., 
filed an amendment with the Com- 
mission Jast Friday (15) in which 
Gov. Stevenson assigns his 2.5% 
interest (100 shares at $100 a 
share) to WTAX, Inc., which holds 
a major stock interest in Sanga- 
mon. 


Stevenson announced, following 
his nomination for the Presidency, 
that he would dispose of his broad- 
cast interests. He holds a 25% in- 
terest in the Bloomington Panta- 


| graph, a daily, which owns 90% of 


the stock of radio station WJBC in 
Bloomington, Ill. Governor’s sis- 
ter, Etizabeth Ives, also has a 
minority interest in The Panta- 
graph and is a_ stockholder in 
Sangamon Valley. 

The original Sangamon applica- 
tion: gives Stevenson’s net income 
in 1950 and 1951 as over $25,000 
and his assets as over $50,000. 


3 NBC Properties 
As ‘Big Show Sub 


NBC radio will fili fhé hour-and- 
a-half Sunday evening time held 
by the late “Big Show” for the last 
two seasons with three long-estab- 
lished AM properties. Web, which 
is rapidly rounding iis fall pro- 
gramming lineup into shape, has 
decided to slot the new “Baby 
Snooks” show, “Aldrich Family” 
and “Life of Riley” into the 6:30 
to 8 Sunday night period. No spon- 
sor has been tagged yet for any of 
these shows. 


Under present Sunday evening 
plans, NBC will have “Hollywood 
Star Playhouse,” bankrolled by 
American Bakers Assn., in at 5. 
“Barrie Craig,” which is to be part 
of the web’s “Operation Tandém” 
this year, will go at 5:30. “Texas 
Rangers,” which is being offered 
to affiliates as part of the “Minute 
Man” co-c, setup, goes ai §. Then 
“Snooks” will follew ut 6:30, 
“Aldrich” at 7 and “‘Riley” at 7:30. 


Phil Harris-Alice Faye show re- 
turns to the 8 o'clock slot, with 
Theatre Guild resuming at 8:30. 
“Dragnet” goes 9:30 to 10, with 
“Meet the Press” set for the 10 to 
10:30 period. 


Chi Co-Op Educ’l Group 
Moving Slowly Towards 
Own TV Station Setup 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 
The group of Chicago educa- 
tional institutions which has 
joined forces to get a television 
station going on Channel 11 re- 
served for that use is inching to- 
ward the goal. Progress to date 
has admittedly been slow, but the 
committee is confident the station 
will become an actuality within the 
time limit set by the FCC when 
it staked out the “reserved for 

education” channels last spring. 


Chicago Board of Education, key 
element in the co-op group, last 
week leased two top floors in a 
Loop building which eventually 
will be used for studios and as 
transmitter site for the station. 
Illinois Institute of Technology has 
also entered a standing offer to 
donate land on its South Side 
campus for a studio building. 

Committee, comprised of 12 in- 
stitutions, hasn't yet formally ap- 
plied for a construction permit 
from the FCC. As of now, the 
necessary funds which must be 
outlined in the FCC application 
aren't at hand. However, the Ford 
Foundation has been formally ap- 
pealed to for $4,000,000 which, it’s 
figured, would cover a six-year pe- 
riod. Also, local foundations and 
civic leaders are being approached 
for funds. 








* The most important 
in daytime television is 
the ingredients, accordin 
bur Stark, indie AM-Ty 
who has been producing t 
Norris show (now on WAR 
for four and a half years 
Stark is using the 
the program, 


ingredient 
Changing 
§ to Wij. 
Packager 
he Kathi 
D,N Y) 
present period 


on While 


his Wife 


Kathi is on sabbatica) leave + 
have her second child. to smeaia. 
‘peri. 


ment with new show segments 

formats. The stress on Fs 
and changes was stepped 
May, when pianist Stan 
was added to the cross-the-board 
series, and later singer or 


revisions 
uD In 


Freem wn 


; Ser Johnny An. 
drews was signed Since then 
other new features have me 


, t been 
launched, including “Cue’s Ladies’ 


Choice,” talent search done in , 
operation with Cue mag: “He | 
Were You,” a panel feature with 
teenagers, and “What's Your Fun " 
an audience participation segment 
among others. The result, Star; 
says, has been a hypoed rating : 
“Tf you hit a succ essful format” 
the packager observes 


| 


: vou Can't 
keep it that way. You've got to 
improvise and improve. The only 
thing that doesn’t change is the 


need to change.” 

One element that remains rela- 
tively constant is the femcee, the 
personality who “has to be natu- 
ral, believable and friendly,” Starx 
says. “But, just as a housewife 
wouldn’t accept a neighbor who 
came in every day with the same 
stories and moods, so the viewer 
wants to see her TV friend sur. 
rounded by different people and in 
varied situations.” 


Over four years ago, when Miss 


Norris first started her show, 
“Your TV Shopper,” the emphasis 
of daytime tele was on service, 


telling the viewer “how to do it.” 
Later there was the addition of 
variety shows, name personalities 
such as Garry Moore and Kate 
Smith, and soap operas. The most 
potent formula is still to be dis- 
covered, Stark believes, and he 
feels it will embrace a _ relaxed, 
friendly approach, a warm, human 
personality who treats the viewer 
on a mature level, a variety of pro- 





gram material and a deft use of 
showmanship and_ entertainment 
values. 

Regina, Sask.—Prof. E. M. Jones, 


of the U. of Saskatchewan, Saska- 
toon, has been named drama pro- 
ducer for the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. in Winnipeg, Man., and 
as such will be in charge of the 
weekly Winnipeg drama series. The 


CBC is planning extension and 
improvement of prairie region 
drama porgrams. Prof. Jones 


founded the university drama de- 
partment and has been its head 
since 1945. 








Eileen BARTON 


AMERICAN MUSIC HALL 
EVERY SUNDAY 
8 TO 9 P.M., ABC, RADIO 
Coral Recording Artist 
DIRECTION: MCA 
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Wes Whitcomb 


MIKE WANTS YOU FOR spoT 
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| ACCOUNTANT 
COMPLETE AUDITING AND | 
TAX SERVICE; PERSONAL- 


IZED, EXPERT ATTENTION. 
Plaza 5-6333 es. 
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MUTUAL'S BAN 
Record Assn., Radio-TV Mfrs. Meet 
To Hypo Players on All Tele Sets FOR TOP NAMES 


Swinging into high gear in its+ 
institutional promotional campaign | 
for the disk industry, the Record | 
Industry Assn. of America, met 
with the Radio-Television Manufac- 
turers Assn. last week to formu- 
late plans for a cooperative effort | 
to hypo the inclusion of either} 
record playing equipment 
phono jacks on all tele sets. Plan | 
calls for reactivation of RTMA’s| 
Phonograph Industry. Committee | 
and for a survey to be made among | 
tele set manufacturers to determine | 
the number of video sets now being | 
made with phono jacks. 

It was disclosed at the conclave | 
that only about 4% of all new tele 
sets are being manufactured with | 
record players. During the first 
quarter of 1950, however, over 20% 
of all sets were phono-equipped. 
The Phonograph Industry Com- 
mittee, which has been inactive 
since the outbreak of the Korean 
war, is expected to hold its first 
meeting early in October. J. A. 
Berman, veepee of Shure Bros., 
will chairman the committee. 








Leonard Bernstein Paces 
Hub Boogie Band Benefit 


Boston, Aug. 19. 


Surrounded by well-known jazz 
names, Leonard Bernstein “broke 
it up” at a one-night jam session 
at Hub’s Storeyville last week. Spot 
was geopened for one night (Wed.) 
to raise funds for Storeyville mu- 
sicos who lost instruments and per- 
sonal belongings when the room- 
ing house in which they were liv- 
ing while filling engagement at 
summer Storeyville, Gloucester, 
burned to the ground recently. 


Bernstein, who recruited mem- 
bers of George Wein’s Storeyville 
band to demonstrate jazz at the 
symposium held at Brandeis Univ. 
last June, returned the favor by 
luring an overflow crowd into the 
Hub spot to hear him give out with 
jazz treatment of the “blues,” sueh 
standards as “How High the Moon” 
and, accompanied by drums and 
brass, a stanza of boogie woogie. 
While he publicly admitted the lat- 
ter is slightly passe, he neverthe- 
less stole the show with his eight- 
to-the-bar agility. 

Management of Hotel Buckmin- 
ster, where Storeyville is located, 
turned over profits on liquor sales 
to the fund, which, hypoed by a 
$1.50 cover charge, resulted in con- 
tribution of close to $1,200 to fund. 
A similar benefit held the same 
eveniny, at Stareyville in Glouces- 
ter, spotlighting Johnny Wind- 
hurst’s band, added several hun- 
dred dollars to the total. 





Repeal Saratoga Law 


On Music Curfew 
Saratoga Springs, Aug. 19. 
An old ordinance prohibiting the 
playing of musie in Saratoga after 
1 am. was repealed Saturday (16) 
by the City Council. 
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New Thomas F. O'Neil, Jr. re-| 


? 
Col $ Can. Sales Accent, gime at Mutual is embarking on 
an expansion of music remotes in 
Spearheaded by Pounds a drive to strengthen the big bands 


and at the same time give the web | 
Harold E. Pounds has been more top name orchs. 


named merchandising manager| Plans are being coordinated by 








or; for Columbia Records in Canada|Nat Abramson, head of the WOR, | West next month. Oreh will play | 
| 21 dates in 15 cities, teeing off| g 


with headquarters in London, On-|N.Y., entertainment bureau who 
tario. Pounds had been sales pro-|for 19 years has been handling | 
motion manager for Sparton of|inking of remotes at the Gotham | 
Canada, Ltd., manufacturers of Col | key. Abramson is now adding net- 
platters in the Dominion. |work remotes to his local WOR | 

In a move to expand Col’s sales| chores, and will also ink the hotels | 


setup in Canada, Pounds expects to!and bands for the O'Neil stations 


Leeds Threatens Indies for Violating 


Soviet Rights in Peddling Russe Disks 


+ Precedental battle between Leeds 
ferrens and indie record companies 


Waring in Concert Trek |Whieh have been peddling disks 
Of Midwest: 21 Bookings | <‘“"°* in the Soviet Union on the 


U. S. market was seen in the of- 


Fred Waring orch heads out 0n | ging jJast week whe : 
a two-week concert trek of the mid- ra a Se a y yoy pt — 


— if they continue to release 
1 : isks without Leeds permission. 
with two concerts at the Interstate | C-ackdown came on the heels of a 
Fair, York, Pa., Sept. 10. pact signed July 25 between 

Waring, who's making his first | Mezdhunarodnaja Kniga, Soviet 
concert tour in four years, will| export agency, and Leeds giving 
wind up at the Mosque Theatre, | Jatter exclusive representation 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. He’s skedded | 





add sales promotion staffers in! and regional webs (such as Yankee | t° 


Toronto and Montreal. 


Col Defers To 
RCA on EP 45 


Columbia Records is leaving the 
“extended play” 45 rpm disk field 
to RCA Victor exclusively for the 
time being. Victor. is launching 
the 45 EP line this fall but Col 
execs are holding off until they 
can judge the impact of the new 
disk on the market. 

The EP platters, which are the 
same size as the standard 45 rpm 
disks, will give from six to nine 
minutes of music per side. It’s ex- 
pected to sell for about $1.50. 
Longer playing time will allow for 
the packaging of shorter longhair 
pieces on a single disk at a price 
comparable to the 33 rpm disks. 

Although Col, too, has experi- 
mented with the EP disk, the disk- 
ery’s brass is expected to sit tight 
for the next few months awaiting 
public reaction to the platter. Vic- 
tor spearheaded the manufacture 
of the 45 rpm disk three years ago, 
with most of the majors hopping 
on after its acceptance in the mar- 
ket had been assured. 

Col’s hold-off decision resulted 
in the scrapping of the EP re- 
lease of four tunes etched by the 
new Art Lowry orch. Col kicked 
off the Lowry orch, instead, on two 
78 rpm platters. Tunes cut were 
“Hold Me In Your Heart,” “Some- 
body Else’s Arms,” “Down By The 
O-Hi-O” and “What Do You Mean 
By Loving Semebody -Else.” 


Four Lads in Switch 
From Okeh Label to Col 


Another indication of the thin 
line separating blues and rhythm 
disks from the regular pop output 
in current market, is the recent 
switchover of the Four Lads, vocal 
combo, from the Okeh label to its 
parent firm, Columbia Records. 

The Four Lads broke in on Okeh 
last year handling the choral chore 
for the Johnnie Ray etchings. 
When Ray moved over to Col, the 
Four Lads ¢ontinued their back- 
ing assignments for hin» but began 
cutting their own sides for Okeh. 
Move to Col was made to give 
the combo wider selling outlets. 
Initial sessions for Col will be cut 








Musicians Union, the Saratoga next week. 


Otel and Restaurant Liquor Deal- 
ers Assn. and the proprietors of 
several local restaurants were be- 
hind the repeal. 


Sheldon’s R&B Spread 








Civicers, Unions Co-op 
For K.C. Opera Fete 
Kansas City, Aug. 19. 
Cooperation between civic groups 
and two unions will make possible 





In a move to expand its rhythm 
and blues catalog, Sheldon Music 
last week added Major Robinson, 
Negro columnist for Jet mag, to 
its staff. Robinson will scout the 
South for the r. & b. material as 
Well as act as liaison between Shel- 
don and the Gale agency. Latter 
Teps a flock of r. & b. artists. 
yi toe Gale, who is associated with 
‘S brother Tim in the Gale 
*cency, is partnered in the opera- 


aoe of Sheldon with Goldie Gold- 
Mark, 


ee er Music Corp. chartered to 
qoduct a music publishing and 
*atrical business in New York. 


Capital st 
value Stock is 200 shares, no par 





an opera festival next March un- 


| der guidance of the Kansas City 


| Philharmonic. Festival will be a 
‘two-week affair, with “La Boheme,” 
|March 12, 14, and double bill of 
| “Pagliacci” and “Cavalleria Rusti- 
| cana,” March 17-19. 

Rehearsal time, facilities and 
| personnel were a problem for the 
| Philharmonic planning group, but 
ithese were worked out last week 
lwith eoncessions from several 
'sources. Auditorium advisory 
board is giving free use of the 
ae Hall to the orchestra for 
four days next March. 

Stagehands union, IATSE, and 
musicians, AFM, also agreed to co- 
| operate in the rehearsal dates. 


}and Don Lee). 

WOR contracts have been signed 
with the spots—such as the Wal-| 
dorf-Astoria, N.Y., which the outlet 
has had for 18 years. This meant 
,that when a band left Gotham it 
would lose its berth on WOR. Un- 
|der the new setup, when a band 
|Mutual is carrying leaves a par- 
jticular location it will be picked 
}up on the road by the Mutual out- 
|xet in the city it is playing. In Chi- 
| CABO, for example, it would be fed 
| to the web by WGN. 
| If the out-of-town MBS station 
| has a local commercial or commit- 
ment to carry another orch in the 
| period, it can still send the MBS 
| orch over the line while broadcast- 
ing its own show. 

Since Mutual has some 560 sta- 
tion, most of them in grassroots 

(Continued on page 50) 


RCA Sees Need 
For Clarifying Of 
Fair Trade Law 


After a month of “no comment” 
on President Truman’s new Fair 
Trade law, signed July 14, the ma- 
jor diskeries are opening up with 
official statements. RCA Victor 
followed the lead taken by Colum- 
bia Records’ prez James B. Conk- 
ling last week by adding its views 
on the controversy via a statement 
from v.p. Paul A. Barkmeier. 

Barkmeier stressed the neces- 
sity to clarify the operation of the 
law in relation to mail order biz 
and price ceilings. As in the Conk- 
\ling declaration, Barkmeier stated 
that no decisions had been made 
and the problem was still being 
studied. No offical statements have 
yet been issued by Decca or Cap- 
itol. 

The text of the Victor statement 
lis as follows: “The RCA Victor Di- 
‘vision of Radio Corp. of America 








resume his CBS-TV_ series | 
Sept. 28. 





3 Disk Cos. Rush 


| 


Lehar’s. Widow 


Franz Lehar’s perennial, “The 
Merry Widow,” is being primed | 
for a big shellac push via album 
releases from three diskeries. | 
“Widow” scramble is sparked by | 
the forthcoming Metro remake of | 
the operetta with Lana Turner and 
Fernando Lamas. 

Out on the market last week 
were albums from Capitol, star- 
ring Gordon MacRae and Lucille 
Norman; Columbia, starring Doro- 
thy Kirsten and Robert Rounse- 
ville, and the M-G-M soundtrack 
album starring Lamas. Miss Tur- 
ner isn’t heard on the M-G-M al- 
bum since she doesn’t warble in 
the pic. 

Similar triple diskery coverage 
occurred recently with album re- 
leases from the same companies of 
Jerome Kern’s “Roberta.” Cap 
etched it with MacRae and Miss 
Norman; Columbia waxed it with 
Joan Roberts and Jack Cassidy, | 
and M-G-M released the sound-| 
track album under the title of | 
“Lovely to Look At’ with Kathryn | 
Grayson and Howard Keel. 


Martin Gets Lush Yule 
Date at L.A. Palladium 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 

Freddy Martin draws the lush 
Christmas to New Year’s span at 
the Palladium terpery, which now 
has its bookings set through March 
save for a four-week span in No- 
vember. Martin, current at the 
Cocoanut Grove, opens at the Pal- 
ladium Nov. 25 for six weeks. He'll 
one-night along the Coast between 
the Grove closing in October and 
the Palladium bow. 

Les Brown, current at the Pal- 
ladium, will be followed by Woody 
Herman and Billy May for four 











|welcomes, the protection given 


|brand names by the new Fair)? 
|is to be filled and then Martin| O'Connell will rejoin their old 


| Trade law. 

“Before the principles of this 
new law can be applied to the sale 
of records, however, a number. of 
important problems must be solved. 
Of particular importance is the ne- 
cessity to clarify the operation of 
the new Fair Trade law in relation 
‘to the mail order business and to 
‘price ceilings set by the Office of 
Price Stabilization (OPS). In ad- 
dition, state statutes and enforce- 
ment problems, which vary greatly 
‘from state to state, must be care- 
\fully studied.” 


| 


Conkling Steps In 

| James B. Conkling, Columbia 
Records prez, conducted his initial 
record session for the diskery Fri- 
day night (15). With Mitch Miller, 
Col’s artists and repertoire topper, 
and musical director Percy Faith 
‘out-of-town, Conkling was forced 
to take oyer a rush Sammy Kaye 
session. 

Although this was his first rec- 
ord-cutting job since taking over 
Col’s top post about two years ago, 
Conkling cut sessions for Capitol 
when he was a. and r. topper there. 
Under Conkling’s aegis, Kaye 
coupled “I Went To Your Wed- 
| ding” and “It Wasn't God. Who 
Made Honky Tonk Angels.” 











frames apiece. Next segment still 


|}comes in to be followed by Sten 


|Kenton and Ralph Flanagan, each | 


for four frames. 


‘Dick Gilbert in N.Y. 
To Tape Interviews 





|Rights to the Soviet etchings in 


the U. S. and Canada. 

Top target in Leeds’ crackdown 
is Colosstum Records, which al- 
ready has 35 Soviet long-play plat- 
ters on the market and 250 tapes 
in. the can. Bruno Ranty, Colos- 
seum topper, is prepping a release 
schedule of 10 LP disks a month 
of which four or five will be Soviet 
tapes, and will buck any action 
taken by Leeds. Ranty claims that 
he’s been getting the tapes through 
friends in Europe who've managed 
to smuggle the tapes from behind 
the Iron Curtain, and he refuses to 
pay any royalty coin to the Soviet 
government. According to Leeds- 


| Kniga pact, the Soviet will receive 
| 50% of what Leeds collects. 


Such other labels as Vanguard, 
Westminster, Period, Mercury and 
Vox also have been releasing So- 
viet-made recordings in the U. S. 
but for the most part, have been 
paying advance royalties. Colos- 
seum, however, has the top catalog 
leading the field with 35 releases, 
Vanguard has three, Westminster, 
two; Period, three; Vox, one, and 
Mercury, two. 


According to Leeds, the unau- 
thorized release of any record or- 
iginating in the Soviet will be an 
infringement of the firm’s rights. 
Up until the pact was signed, disk- 
erles could press Soviet tapes and 
masters without having to account 
to anyone, which often resulted in 
similar etchings issued by rival 
companies, As official rep for 
Kniga, Leeds expects to halt this 
practice, 


Warning to the indies came via 
letter from Leeds sent out last 
week. Letter stated, “This letter is 
to advise you that we shall hold 
strictly to account any person, firm 
or corporation selling or otherwise 
dealing in Russian recordings with- 
out license by this company, and 
that we shall institute legal pro- 
ceedings to protect our rights 


against any and all unauthorized 
use. 





Eberle, Helen 0’Connell 
Rejoin J.D. for Oncer 


Vocalists Bob Eberle and Helen 


maestro, Jimmy Dorsey, for the 
first time in almost 10 years Sat- 
urday night (23) for a special one- 
shot on NBC-TV’s “Saturday Night 
Dance Party.” Producer Hal Janis, 
who's been working on the book- 
ing for a number of weeks, receiv- 








| Dick Gilbert, disk jockey on 
|KTYL, Phoenix, arrived in New 
York Monday (18) to tape inter- 
'views and station-breaks with shel- 
i\lac names for his daily platter 
| show. He already has cut tapes 
i}with Don Cornell (Coral), Toni 
'Arden and Tony Bennett ‘Colum- 
| bia), June Valli (Victor) and Steve 
| Lawrence (King). 
| Gilbert, who’s headquartering in 


ed final confirmation Monday (18) 
|from Eberle and Miss O’Connell, 
| both of whem are now doing solo 
| acts. 


| Two vocalists were part of the 


| Dorsey outfit in the late 1930s and 
,early ‘40s, during the golden era 
of bands. They'll reprise on the 
NBC video show several of the 
tunes which they helped make disk 
bestsellers, such as “Tangerine,” 
“Poinciana,” etc. 


|Gotham at disk flack Jim. McCar- | 
thy’s office in the Brill Building, | 





| 
| 
| Janis’ European Bow 

Pianist Byron Janis will make 
his first tour of Europe this au- 
tumn, in bookings by Andre Mer- 
tens, of Columbia Artists Mgt. 
Janis will play with leading or- 
chestras in Holland, Belgium and 
England, and will give recitals in 
Italy. 

He'll return to the U. S. in 
November. 


heads back to Phoenix Friday (22). 





Eckstine, Basie, Shearing 


In Sept. 24 San Diego Date 
San Diego, Aug. 19. 
Billy Eckstine, the Count Basie 
band and the George Shearing 
| quintet will appear in two shows 
vat Russ Auditorium Sept. 24. 
| Shows will be at 7 and 10 p.m. 
under Norman Granz’s promotion. 
Third year for the touring concert, 
ithis marks first visit to San Diego. 
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Jocks, 





Jukes and Disks 
_ Mitch Miller Orch: ‘‘Meet Mister | 





ever, giving the tune slim chances 


ross Strange” (Co-|in the sheet market. Miss Morse 
sa nora mgg Bis 4g Mr eddies’ » | gives the reverse plenty of zing, 
MMS wa 2 but it remains a mediocre number. 


the standout instrumental import | 


from England, which got off to a 
winging start‘in the U. S. pop mar- 
ket several weeks ago via the Les 


Paul cut on the Capitol label, is | 


given a rich interpretation by 
Mitch Miller’s orch and chorus. 
Miller uses a predominant horn 
backing to heighten the tune’s in- 
fectious melodic line and it comes 
across for top impact. This side 
has a good chance to close in on 
the lead gained by the Paul work- 
over. “Callaghan” also gets an 
interesting treatment by The Harry 
Grove Trio on London and Chet 
Atkins on RCA Victor. Both are} 
okay entries but in this strong) 
field they're headed for only sec- 


Freddy Martin Orch: “You Be-| 





long to Me”-“Ain’t It Grand to Be | 


Bloomin’ Well Dead” (Victor). 
“You Belong to Me,” one of the 
best ballad entries to hit the mar- 
ket this summer, is given an aver- 


age workover by the Freddy Mar- | 


tin Orch. Following the 
treatments of Patti Page (Mercury) 
and Jo Stafford (Columbia) this 
Victor release will have little 
chance for jock or juke spins. 
Novelty on the flip, an import 


slick | 


from England, could get the plat- | 


ter off the hook. 
spirit and an amusing lyric ex- 
pertly rendered by Murray Arnold | 
and The Martin Men. 


Dolores Gray’ “Say -¥ou’ll Wait 


ond money. Miller spotlights the | me ~ 
smooth, romantic theme of “How| for Me”-"Crazy, He Calis Me 
effectively via his sock|‘(Decca). Dolores Gray has, a 


Strange” 
horn section. 

Ella Mae Morse: “Male Call”-. 
“A-Sleepin’ At the Foot of the 
Bed” (Capitol). Ella Mae Morse 
has a surefire jukebox winner in 
“Male Call... Platter has the kind 
of driving delivery and wild beat 
that gets solid coin play. If the! 
jockeys get behind it; it could! 
move out on the retail level. It’s 
strictly a performance tune, how-| 


charming ballad entry in which to 
showcase her warm piping tech- 
nique in “Say You'll Wait for Me.” 

Tune is an Italian 
looms as a hit list potential. 
uray’s eifective treatment should 
help it in that direction. Bottom 
slice is a firstrate rework of the 
oldie popularized by Billie Holi- 
day. Miss Gray’s performance is 


(Continued on pag: 50) 


import and | 
Miss | 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audi 
ngs With Largest Kadio Audience 
The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director. Alphabetically listed. 
Survey Week of August 8-14 

i ee ae” ae tute gh amalh 4 aes eons Famous 
Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart .........ccsecceccess Hill & R 
Be Anything (But Be Mine) ...........ceeeeeeees Shapiro-B 
Blue Tango eC he ok uc ate kid Me ik stem Odd Manta ae 4 Mills 
INS 2-0 (7 a's Gis. 4s ohig wel de 640m hi Oh dere Oe We Hollis 
TR tC nS gs cele Oe 0s eh le Remick 
For the Very First Time Ee eT er eer ee nae Berlin 
PAS ee ee wha balan Eh SS dvanced 
I ee cebu se Wa eee cced es < Acuff-R 
Here Comes That Mood Fh st.ccduneehnstaedak adel Life 
en Ey 2 Ss ooo g 00 6 .d.00 wameibe sc eae eed Mellin 
Pe mene y Ee DUEL’. 5.6 cd be eeenkebeeeomar Feist 
AES a ee ara ner CREE reuse wena Life 

I'll Forget You Pwr ee oe Se wes wh EK e duns chad Witmark 
In The Good Old Summer Time big cube tea eae' a ae Marks 
eant For: Pow —F sist FOP Yow. . oaicsc0'c ote'esc 02 Burvan 
ee Me NO. PRP ees oh ok 4s cows tbs COs Coe Duchess 
BE ET. Ay HERAT ES 0 lacs 88 CON OUR 8h ade ees Famous 
PR ie! AF ITC ete oie 6 besaeesdarewaseeses Robbins 
RNs TN AUR PINE, 0 0 a,b 0 6.0.4.0 4.6.6.5 4.0,4.00 00.0.6 CHR MOKED Miller 
eis ROS Cre re eS e SORE De Te Pee eee” 
Ee Be eee Ee eee Ce ee Berlin 
ee Se I is vadcecd veeciesdbendes cision Shapiro-B 
OIE BION WOE sie aticcccwcsncawiseddd: United 
Nee POUT. cg So vs bccn be ceeadicvbe Life 

ei SR Bs 8 RS Beier re a Pee F Southern 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home .,.............005- DeSylva-B-H 
WC, cI 5 SY. i ch 0% vice tease Morris ° 
Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here”....Chappell 
TO. SI dk Gi NS a os anew ene Remick 
Zing a Little Zong—t“Just BOS FO +s tun ces dias Burvan 

Second Group 

A Girl A Fella A Beach Umbrella ................ Valando 
NOE S'S bd ST) pe sa ce bois UVias et eh os ree ea ceeebt Alamo 
DE cs bo crt awd 0.46 6b00 00 6 we beta se ee NNeEeeN P Goday 
SS. «s/s. 5.5:64:42,00'0.0%.% 64 60-00 Oa TC eNE Ci veg Mellin 

I Love You So....... EU E TTT T PEUVENT etre es Oe Jerome 
I. 5. Sitien elas « alg cin tivete b:0.9:45e Faw ° .... Algonquin 
Se te OE sv cnncd oses ced cwaboebunde wens Hill & R 
Be PIR OR iwi bdan6cde ves sbbvecceue canes Harms 
SN eS Cis os ody de ts's oS DENS R TES CRN RS BVC 
Manhattan Dt PIGS T ST PETER E Rf Pee ee Marks 
ee eS Pere rer ers eee ae Shapiro-B 
Perfidia Tae yd ts Kee VOR so 0s Cad bE eR Re Peer 
| EASE arr ee Pre kor rr hey te Robbins 
SE, (UEP <2 sities i v4 Ov bs seen W be 46 CoRR REE ERR Am Academy 
Es Nb EON atk Ax ols end as 4 do Ubud bE RE Cad Peer 
There’s Doubt In My Mind puedes te oes ° . BMI 
A aX MAU wai, 1 ods’ Cb 6 ge 6 cb aele Daee ..... Morris 
West Of the Mountains. A 60600084600 00n PORE Cha sh Goday 
bo wea 8 ee rc ees rere Young 
Where Did the mar GOs cc Ge avine 6040 65 CWA Chappell 
Ws sha + Reh <i cx Sime tac bat dc teieatee Republic 

Top 10 Songs On TV 

A FomrEaggee Tee... . 2 isso ccvestageddawy en Famous 
Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart .............cccee-: Hill & R 
By WMI te Al's nhs ss cs. 80k b OER he Tilzer 

In the Good Old Summer Time............ceees- Marks 
Kiss Of Fire ERE TEUT EEL COREE Ce et ee ee Duchess 
pg ROE RS ge Famous 
Should I bis As.a-9 b's 4 ee Robbins 
Watermelon Lk. SEER EEE TEE. Lae eee Morris 
Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here”... Chappéil 
Zing a Little Zong—i“Just For You” . Burvan 

ae be FIVE TOP STANDARDS | 

ue 1es 

My Little Grass Shack. 707s a 
Night and Day. terete eee eee ~ 

While We're Young 2220200000. .IIIIIIE Regent 
With a Song In My Heart........... 77777777" "" Harms 

t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 
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De = 
° ag: 
R a s oF. S 
Survey of retail disk best i‘ ee 5 | 0 & 8 
sellers. based on reports ob- f 3/6 Pp “ E 5 tr 
tained from leading stores in sials Oo Pigia sj -~ a|> 
12 cities a.d showing com- Alrslials 8 4 Slalslale ie 
parative sales rating for this © eisis = > § aie/,i{s 3 
and last week. 2 |g sisilsiPijei- 5 aiel? 
B/2/8}8/9le ; Sieieleiela 
Y ~ 3 % 5 | aa 7 x L 
National Week Ending || | o : Tle lZels 4 = | 
Rating 5 1i3 F g/4/2/5 I erly é 
August 16 ele zeleizigiaielz(ijiic 
a isis 
rhis Last Fis Siecle eleieleiais 
wk. wk. . Artist, Label, Title z/10 8 SlzinlaiMialialslsé 5 
VERA LYNN (London) ae 
1 1 “Auf Wiederseh’n”—1227........ 6 2 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 lL ott 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) 
2 3 “Half As Much”—39710......... Se: = 2.9 ee 2 @. sg 10 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col.) 
3 2 *‘Botch-A-Me”—39767 ........... a 1 10 4 2 7 a a 61 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
4 4 . “Wish You Were Here”—20-4830. 7 2 .. 5 7 eee 8, § 6 44 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) ine 
5 5 “High Noon”—39770............ 1 4 4 4 9 2... 4 
~ F, LAINE-DORIS DAY (Col.) ne 
6 6 “Sugarbush” —39693 eres § 3 3 3 8 33 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) a 
7 6 “Delicado”—39708 .............. 8 3 7 ay & 7 
AL MARTINO (BBS) ~ 
8 7 “Here In My Heart”—101........ 1 6 6 7 5 = 230 
JO STAFFORD (Columbia) eis 
9 11 “You Belong To Me”—39811..... 6 2 5 4 27 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) 
10 7 “Walkin’ My Baby Home”—39750. 10 5 5 4 20 
JOHNNIE RAY (Columbia) 
11A 15 “All of Me”—39788.............. 2 . 5 15 
PEGGY LEE-G. JENKINS (Decca) 
11B “Lover”’—28215 oop sss eeeeccoes 4 10 4 15 
NAT COLE (Capitol) 
12A_ 8 “Somewhere Along Way”—2069. 9 8 6 10 10 10 10 14 
LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 
12B 13 “Blue Tango”—40220............ 10 6 s §$ 14 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
12C “Walkin’ Baby Back Home”—2069 5 3 14 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
13 9 “Vanessa”—20-4691 ............ a 6 12 
SLIM WHITMAN (Imperial) 
14A 13 “Indian Love Call”—8156........ 1 10 
SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
14B 14 “Walkin’ to Missouri”—39769.... 1 10 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
15A 10 “Kiss of Fire”—20-4671 ........ 2 9 
EDDY HOWARD (Mercury) 
15B “Auf Wiederseh’n”—5871......... ae oF mtr eds ts 4 
| 1 2 3 a | 5 
BIG BAND BASH |WITH A SONG IN| SINGIN’ IN THE JOHNNIE RAY | WISH YOU WERE 
FIVE TOP Billy May MY HEART RAIN ALBUM HERE 
Capitol Jane Froman Hollywood Cast Columbia B'way Cast 
Capitol M-G-M 9 Victor 
A L B U M > KCF-329 BDN-309 M-G-M-113 CO-6199 LOC-1007 
DCN-329 KDF-309 K-113 C2-88 WOC-1007 
L-329 L-309 E-113 B-2-88 OC-1007 




















__anrer 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines eet ue. 


- Oo ood 
“& ’ ¥ ‘Vera Lynn ..........- London 
UF WIEDERSEWN (9) (HiII-R)..............0cceeeeeeee. | Eddy AO —_— 
HALF AS MUCH (10) (Acuff-R)............ eee reece vcees .. Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
BOTCH-A-ME (7) (Hollis) ................ccce0e seeeseesss Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia 
WISH YOU WERE HERE (2) (Chappell)......... dct . Eddie Fisher..........- Victor 
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY (1) (United)... § Nat (King) Cole ...:.. Capitol 


MAYBE (9) (Robbins) 


eS IP Re Pwr » 


‘eee eee erasers 


KISS OF FIRE (15) (Duchess) 


FOOL, FOOL, FOOL (Progressive) 
SO MADLY IN LOVE (Shapiro-B) 
ZING A LITTLE ZONG (Burvan) 
VANESSA (E. H. Morris). . 


I'M YOURS (13) (Algonquin) 
LOVER (5) (Famous)....... 


eee 


I'LL WALK ALONE (10) (Mayfair). 


MAKE ME LOVE YOU (Pickwick)......... 
IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME (Marks) 
HIGH NOON (Feist) 


SUGARBUSH (4) (Schimer)....................... 


eee ee eeeere 


sree eeeeee 


eee eeenee ee 


** ? Tony, Bennett ........ 


.Columbia 
Frankie Laine-D. Day. .Columbia 


P. Como-E. Fisher ......Victor 

§ Johnnie Ray .... . Columbia 
) Nat (King) Cole ie teed Capitol 
Al Martino ......... .... BBS 
Tony Bennett ....+++: Columbia 
PA ds se awe . Columbia 
1s a Re keine Capitol 
[T. Martin ...ccccccees: Victor 
.1G. Gitbs : seccecee- Mercury 
LB. Eckstine ...cccecess: MGM 
Bet GIGFE 6 oc ccsccee: Capitol 
Georgia Gibs .......-- Mercury 
Bing Crosby-J. Wyman ..Decca 
Hugo Winterhalter ....-- Victor 

{ Eddie Fisher .......-++>: Victor 

‘) Don Cornell .......-+++: Coral 
Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins .... Decca 

,. Colum bia 


Sammy Kaye 


Leroy Anderson .....+++ Decca 
Hugo Winterhalter ...-- Victor 
Les Paul-Mary Ford.....CaP tol 
Don Cornell ......+++: Coral 
| Richard Hayes .....+> Mercury 
Georgia Gibbs ....-- ,.Mercur 
Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Cap™' pI 
Frankie Laine .....- ‘Colum bu 
_. Der by 


Betty McClaurin 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Recurrent coincidence of similarity of arrangements and vocal styling 


on rival diskery releases came into the foreground again last week 
with the release of Patti Page’s “I Went To Your Wedding” by Mer- 
cury Records. Opening bars of Miss Page’s etching follows the same 
pattern of Steve Gibson’s RCA Victor waxing on which Damita Jo 
handles the vocal, The Victor disk was released two weeks prior to 
the Mere platter, Tune is published by St. Louis Music, a BMI firm. 
The Mere version gives disk label credit to Joe Reisman for the ar- 
rangement. 

Similar instance occurred several months ago when the indie Derby 
label hit the market with the Sunny Gale workover of “Wheel of 
Fortune.” Capitol followed with a similar treatment by Kay Starr and 
although the Derby execs and Miss Gale attempted to legally stop the 
Cap pressing, Miss Starr’s version went over the 1,000,000 sales mark. 

There is a moot question whether a special arrangement of a record- 
ing can be copyrighted. Some contend this constitutes a copyright on 
top of an already copyrighted work. 





RKO is spearheading a tieup drive with Tin Pan Alley for the pro- 
motion of their pic releases via pop tunes. Fred Norman, radio-TV- 
music contactman for RKO, has set up a plan in which he assigns 
writers to pen tunes with the same title as the studio’s release. Recent 
example is “Sudden Fear,” the Joan Crawford starrer, whose title tune 
was penned by Art Altman and Irving Taylor. Song, originally set as 
an exploitation gimmick, was inserted into the film just before its 





preem. Initial etching of the numb 
label hit the market last week. 


er by Steve Lawrence on the King 


Norman also has assigned Sammy 


Gallup and Bob Sadoff to pen “Never Wave at a WAC,” which is on 


RKO’s upcoming ¢chedule. 
firm, Fredbee Music. 


Norman published the tunes via his own 





On the 


Upbeat 





New York | 
Sarah Vaughan opens at Bird- 
land. N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) ... 


Hadda Brooks back in New York 
last week for Columbia recording 
sessions after a European trek... 
Mindy Carson into the Chase Ho- 
tel, St. Louis, Sept. 19... Benny 
Strong currently appearing at the 
Mark Hopkins Hotel, San Fran- 
cisco... Tommy Russell and Joey | 
Sasso opened a personal manage- 
ment office . . . Disk flacks Henry | 
Okun and Lige McKelvey, who 
were partnered for six months, 
split amicably last week, | 
Chicago | 

Sherman Hayes finishes the sea- | 
son at Dutch Mill, Delevan, Wisc., | 
Aug. 27 with two frames...Neal | 
Hefti and Francis Wayne play their | 
first Chicago date with two weeks 
at the Blue Note Sept. 12. ..Chuck 
Foster takes over for a month at 
the Peabody, Memphis, starting 
Sept. 4 Carl Sands begins a run | 
at the Rice Hotel, Houston, Sept. 
5 ..Clark Dennis subs for Johnny 
Desmond on ABC “Breakfast Club’ 
for two weeks Aug. 19. 
Les Paul & Mary Ford, Ralph 
Flanagan and Vaughn Monroe all | 
cut platters in Chicago last week | 
for the National Guard radio pro-| 
grams...Cappy La Fall set at the | 
Glass Stair, London, Ontario, Sept. | 
8 .. Three Twins have a two-weeker 
at the Buevette Club, Rock Island. 

Pittsburgh 

Honey Boy & his Buzzin’ Bees 
held over at Melody Club, Johns- 
town...Tommy Carlyn band, fol- 
lowing run at Oh Henry Ballroom, 
Chitago, reopened at Bill Green’s 
(Mon.) for a week...Luke Riley 
subbing for vacationing Ken Mar- 
tin on the piano with Piccolo Pete’s 
orch at VTW Club, East Liberty. 
It's the first time Riley and Pete 
have played together since the days 
of Fifth Ave.’s old Music Bex more 
than 25 years ago...saxman Bob 
Dransite awarded a scholarship at 
the Eastman School of Music, Roch- 
ester, N.Y, ... Louw Lavelle 4 back 
into Jimmy Sundry’s William Penn 
Tavern. ..organist Walt Galli’s op- 
tion picked up again at the Twin | 
Coaches...Billy Catizone will be | 
conductor of the Nixon Theatre | 
house orch again for the 1952-53 | 
season...Hugh Tully Trio held | 
over indefinitely at the new Carl-| 
ton House’s Town and Country Bar 
Ted Lewis’ deal at the new Ho- | 
rizon Room calls for seven nights 


a week. 
Dallas 


Day Dreamers, ‘vocal quartet, 
Open two frames Nov. 11 in Hotel | 
Adolphus Century: Room, where 
Herman Waldman arch remains in- 
(definitely ..Marion Callahan, | 
dancer, added to Johnnie Ray show 
at Sky Club hére, Sept. 25-28, with 
Chuck Cabot orch backing. Same 
froup set for Plantation, Houston, | 
Sept. 22-24... Baker Hotel’s Mural | 
Roorg has The Redheads, instru-| 
mental trio, headlining until Sept. | 
.. when Russ Morgan orch and 
cance team of Tommy Wonder anda | 
Margaret Banks fill 10-day stint. 
"pot has set The Beachcombers, | 
Singing-dancing foursome, for two | 
weeks, starting Sept. 15, when Hal 
Pruden’s orch also opens month’s 


Stand, 
Kansas City 
Bobby Wayne west to the Park 
ane Hotel, Denver, to open Aug. | 
<9 for two weeks after his fort- 
night at Eddys’ here. 





singer has a new release of “I’m 
Sorry,” backed by “Rutza, Rutza,” 
just out ... Tony DiPardo birth- 
day partied by the Eddy Bros. on 
his 40th last Friday (15). He has 


headed the orch in the Eddy’s club | 


for many months , Eileen & 
Carver set to terp at the Edge- 
water Beach, Chi, early in Septem- 
ber ... Gus Van in Aug. 29 for 
a fortnight at Eddys’ ... Stewart 
Scott orch set for dates in this 
area when it closes the Drum 
Room of the Hotel President early 
next month. Crew _ formerly 
booked out of the Ohio territory 
. .. Bill Bardo orch due in to suc- 
ceed Scott in the Drum Room 
shortly. 





5 Longtimers Retire 


From Boston Symph 


Boston, Aug. 19. 

An RCA Victor recording sesh 
at Symphony Hall by Boston Sym- 
phony Orch today (Tues.), marks 
the bowout of five veteran mem- 
bers who have been with the or- 
ganization for periods ranging from 
1916. Oldest, in point of service, is 
Boaz Piller, contra-bassoonist. 
Others are George Laurent, first 
flutist since 1921; Max Polster, 
member of percussion section since 
1918; Lucien Hansotte, trombonist 
since 1925, and violinist Gaston 
Elcus, member since 1926. 

Retiring musicians were feted 
by maestro Charles Munch and 
other members of orchestra at 
party held at Tanglewood last 
week, with each presented an in- 
scribed watch. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 9) 
London, Aug. 12. 


Auf Wiederseh'n..:.. Maurice 
Blue Tango....... rere 
Homing Waltz..........Reine 
High Noon...........Robbins 
is i” See were 
Kiss of Fire ......... Duchess 
EE ee F.D.&H. 
Blacksmith 3lues .. Chappell 
Pawnshop Corner. .Cinephonie 
Time Say Goodbye... Pickwick 


Won’t Live in Castle Connelly 
Be Anything Cinephoniec 


Second 12 


Trust in Me Wright 
Tell Me Why . Morris 
Ay-round The Corner Dash 
Walkin’ My Baby Victoria 
Day of Jubilo Connelly 
Gandy Dancers Ball .. . Disney 
Wheel of Fortune Victoria 


When You’re in Love Connelly 





Faith Hit Songs 
Gonna Live Till I Die Connelly 
Anytime Victoria 

Maddox 


Heart of Clown ; 


CAP’S NET INCOME UP 
TO $424,717 FOR YEAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Net income, after Federal taxes 
| and other charges, of Capital Rec- 
ords for the year ending June 30, 
|1952, amounted to $424,717, a 
| gain of $5,303 over the preceding 
| 12-month period. It was equal, ac- 
cording to President Glenn E. Wal- 
|lichs, to 82c. a share on common 
| stock, after preferred dividends. 
| Sales of the company and its sub- 








$13,034,230, an increase of $942,- 
| 538 over the previous year. 





Harms Claims Copyright 
Infringement in Fla. 


Jacksonville, Aug. 19. 
Suit for copyright infringement 
was filed in U. S. District Court. 
| Southern District of Florida last 
week by T. B. Harms and Harms, 
,|Inc., against the Tropic Bar and 
Patio here. Songs involved in suit 





are “Make Believe” and “Why Do | 


|I Love You” (T. B. Harms) and “I 
|Cover The Waterfront” (Harms, 
Inc.). 

Complaint requested the court 
restrain the defendant, ‘Alfred 
Goldberg, owner of the Tropic Bar 
and Patio, from publicly perform- 
ing songs in the future and to 
award statutory damages of not less 
than $250 for each of the unauth- 
orized performances as well as 
court costs and attorney's fees. 





Music For All, Inc., chartered to 
conduct a musical and recording 
business in New York. Capital 
stock is 200 shares, no par value. 





sidiaries during the year totaled | 


Ballrooms Card D.J. Record Hops, 
Bypassing High-Cost ‘Live’ Orchs 





Madrid, Aug. 12. 
Director Hugo Fregonese will do 





|Spain. Next pic will be an Errol 
|Flynn and Maria Felix starrer. 

| Cesareo Gonzales and Suevia 
iFilms, the Spanish partners and 
| distributors in the venture, have 
ithe exclusive rights on Technicolor 
in Spain. 


4Point Mdse. Plan 
Told to Dealers 
Via Victor Meets 


RCA Victor is unveiling a four- 
| point merchandise program for 
dealers and distributers at a series 
| of sales meets being held around 
ithe country. Meets teed off Mon- 
|day (18). Series, being conducted 
| by Victor execs, runs through Aug 
| 28. 

The lines which are grouped in 
ithe new merchandise program are 
ithe 45 rpm extended-play record; 
'a low-priced ‘classical line on the 
Bluebird label; a “Best-Buy” pro- 
gram which includes the diskery’s 
complete album release schedule 
for the rest of the year as a dealer 





| 


| kidisk line. Release of the Blue- 
| bird line indicates a further stress 
|by Victor for a dominant spot in 
| the classical field and the growing 
|importance of low-priced platters 
in the classical market. 

The Victor execs, who are hit- 
iting the key cities around the 
|country for the sales series; are 
| theming the meets on “Music Is 
| Big Business” slogan. Victor also 
|is gearing its advertising and pro- 
| motional setup for a big push on 
four-point program. 





Decca Inks Goldie Hill 


In Country Expansion 


| Further expanding its country 
| artists roster, Decca Records has 
inked Goldie Hill to a longterm 
pact. Her initial release will be 
“Why Talk To My Heart.” 

Miss Hill is the second femme 
warbler to join Decca’s country 
roster in the past few weeks. 
Other pactee was Kitty Wells, 
whose initial etching of “It Wasn’t 
God Who Made Honky Tonk An- 
gels” already has passed the 250,- 
000 mark. 
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Survey of retail sheet muste 8 S a é 

sales, based on reports obtained 5 ps . a\|o i 

from leading stores in 12 cities E 3 % g 2] |3% 
and showing comparative sales as Se g = Siziul|l# 
rating for this and last week. gE zi? z| 2 ares te E ° 
ji sl/Blelelz SB/EISIELEl a 
alelsleig/s|s/3}ejsi2 le] 

M4 >) re "Sor | oot -lis Me A 
National Week Ending " 8 i one z 2 a < = S | P 
ei .|/e/\ x 3 é) 

Rating August 16 » te : 2 . 4 FY 8 Z $1 5 E s 
This Last Biel s 3 plelelslsli# leis]? 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ziolSialiSizioliaianltaolole! 8 
1 1 “Auf Wiederseh’n” (Hill-R)...... a ee ae Oe ee ee a 1_.. 103 
2 2 “Blue Tango” (Mills)............ 4 5 2 1 2 7 5 5 5 10 2 _73 
3 4 “Half As Much” (Acuff-R)....... i = ee IE >. 
4 3 “Walkin’ My Baby Home” (D.B.H.) 7 2 wee 1 + 1 3 7 2... 68 
5 8  “Botch-A-Me” (Hollis)........--- , . 2 . eu ee ©! we oe 
6 5 “I’m Yours” (Algonquin)......... © 8 4 8 10 3 7 ¢e 8 a 8 41 
7 7 “Here In My Heart” (Mellin)..... ar 9 6s ae 1 7 8 10 6 5 37 
8 10 “Somewhere Along Way” (United) 8 9 .. 2 4 + 6 ==. 36 
9 6 “Kiss of Fire” (Duchess). ....... 107 6 8 9 9 6 6 3 7 3 
10 9  “Delicado” (Remick)..........-- Evrae Se 3.9 10 9 7 6 _ 32 
11 il “Wish You Were Here” (Chappell) 2 .. 7 #10 “ 4 4 28 
i213. “I'll Walk Alone” (Mayfair)...... 5 6 8 8 17 
13 13. “God's Little Candles” (Hill-R)... i ing as oS 3 8 
14 os “Maybe” (Robbins)...........+.+- ra S<e wa 8 10 7 
15... “Watermelon Weather” (Morris).. .. -. -- - Ee 6 


four more pix in Technicolor in| 


sales and inventory aid, and a new | 


+ New wrinkle seen taking shape 


Flynn-Felix Pic for Spain’ 


in the band biz is increasing prac- 
tice of ballroom operators in the 
|New England area to bypass “live” 
lorchs for recorded dance dates. 
The ops, who are tagging these 
dates “record hops,” are bringing 
in local disk jockeys to spin their 
platters and host the affair. The 
jocks are getting as little as $50 a 
night and drawing hefty b.o. 

The ballrooms in this area claim 
that the tab for an orch, or even a 
small combo, is too high for them 
/to wind up in the black,-so they've 

been veering to the canned music 
j}and the deejays. Agencies are 


trying to buck the deejay-danc® 


trend by offering their top proper- 
ties but most of the ops are stick- 
ling to the shellac affairs. 

| Such Boston deejays as Fred B. 

Coie, WHDH; Neilson Bragg, 
WCOP, and Bob Clayton, WHDH, 
are building solid reps as ballroom 
lures. Cole, for example, is 
booked regularly on Monday nights 
into the Broadcove’' Ballroom, 
Hingham, .Mass., and Friday nights 
into the Scituate Beach Club, 
Scituate, Mass. Scituate op related 
that he’s getting a bigger turnout 
with Cole than he did when he 
booked dance combos. Cole also 
has been set to spin his platters for 
the terping at the Brockton Fair, 
Brockton, Mass., Sept. 6. 

Bragg also has a steady lineup of 
ballroom bookings but he doesn’t 
|conflict with Cole since he spins 
only country platters. When the 
operator decides to stage a folk- 
terping date, Bragg generally gets 
first call. 

The “record hops,” have not be- 
come a nationwide trend and the 
agency men believe that its popu- 
| larity in the New England area will 
diminish after a while. 


Frankie Laine Whams ‘Em, 
In London Palladium Bow; 
SRO Brings Extra Shows 


London, Aug. 19. 

Frankie Laine’s opening show at 
|the Palladium here’ yesterday 
|(Mon.) resulted in a showstop after 
j}a 45-minute songfest in which he 
trotted out old and néw faves. 

Other U. S. topliners on the bill 
are ballerina Nanci Crompton, 
holding over frdm the previous 
session, who also gets a big exit 
mitt, and impressionist Arthur 
Blake, whose click justifies his 
quick repeat date at the theatre. 

Palladium is virtually sold out 
for the run of this show with man- 
aging director Val Parnell order- 
ing extra matinees. i 


Bongo-Maracas Six 
Contracted by Decca 


Still on the prowl for new 
, sounds, Decca Records last week 
| inked Bobby Orton’s Calypse Teen 
| Aces to a three-year pact. The six- 
| boy combo (they're all in their 
_teens) use bongos and maracas as 
| their only instrumentation. 
| The Calypso Teen Aces cut their 
| first side last week, a backing as- 
|signment for Ella _ Fitzgerald’s 
| workover of “My Bonnie Lies Over 
| the Ocean.” 














Boston Symph’s Big Tour 
Boston, Aug. 19. 
Final plans for a_ five-week 
| transcontinental tour by Boston 
Symphony Orch next spring are 
| being completed by maestro 
Charles Munch and manager 
George Judd. 
| Contemplated tour, slated to get 
underway. next April 20, will in- 
clude 30 concerts covering as far 
south as Atlanta and New Orleans, 
west to Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco. A concert in Toronto is also 
planned. 





Decca Repacts Southern 
Thrush Jeri Southern was re- 
pacted to Decca Records last week 
for an additional two-year term: 
Miss Southern joined the disk- 
ery 11 months ago. 





Lubin Sets Bloom 
Abe Bloom took over the con- 
tactman’s spot at Lubin Music. 
Firm was formed several weeks 
ago by Joe Lubin, English tune- 
smith, in New York 
Bloom was formerly on the plug- 








i ging staff of Southern Music. 
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Continued from page 45 


areas, it will. be possible for the 
chain to pick up bands making one- 
night stands in small hamlets, 


Abramson said. This will be pos- 
sible where the units are playing 
hotels and ballrooms, but union 


| VARIETY Scoreboard 
. OF 

| Eight other Strippers and three 

| comics, arrested in a simultaneous 





Wednesday; August 20,' 1959 » 
| S.F. Strippers 
Continued from page ane 


‘ - ome, 
termine if the strippers are guilty 
as charged. < 








| raid at the Princess-Ellis Theatre, 





rules would make it uneconomic 
to do remotes’from theatres. 
WOR. has long had a profitable 
operation under Abramson’s aegis, 
with a waiting list of spots desir- 
ing to have their musical aggrega- 
tions given a radio airing. Num- 
ber of radio slots available has 
been cut down over the years as 
the various webs’ o-and-o stations 
switched from remotes to all-night 
gabcasts from eateries or disk 
stanzas, such as WNBC’s longhail « 
stanza in N.Y. after midnight. 
Mutual and WOR may open up 
more time for band remotes. At 
present they've been’ skedding 
bands in the 11:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
span, but the 1-2 a.m. period may 
also be added, Abramson indicated. 
When Mutual and WOR were 
under separate management, dif- 
ferent bands were picked up, since 


Coin Machines 














Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 


for 


—$=$=== WEEK ENDING AUGUST 16 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 


TALENT 


WOR wanted the income from 

spots whose erchs were aired. Un sever, as 

der the coordinated setup, how- ee 

ever, WOR is willing to forego is sa i : 
some of the coin in order to get week. week. ARTIST AND LABEL 
stronger names. ; 1 1 


Setup is planned so that the 
MBS affiliates won't lose any coin 9 9 
When a band is picked up out of 


ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) 
VERA LYNN (London) 


FRANKIE LAINE-D. DAY (Columbia) 


eee 8S OCP R COC ECR OHES 


(Columbia) 


eeseeeeenereeveeer® 


town, the station will make the : rT: , 
contract and get the line and serv- 3 3 EDDIE FISHER (V ictor) 
ice fees. 4 6 

Bands are expected to benefit, 
since they'll be getting a showcase t NY . : 
on a potential of 560 stations (about 5 8 NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) 
330 carry the average music re- 
mote). If an outlet has a local com- 6 5 JOHNNIE RAY 
mercial in the timeslot, it’s per- 
mitted under American Federation 7 3 AL MARTINO (BBS) . 
of Musicians rules to tape the show : 
for rebroadcast within a 24-hour 8 4 PERCY FAITH (Columbia) 
period, during the daylight savings 9 9 


time season. 

The increased MBS attention to 
big bands, Abramson feels, will 
help windjammers, because it cre- | 
ates new fans for the combinations, 





COMO-FISHER (Victor) ...............ee000- 
10 - JO STAFFORD (Columbia) 


ee eee eee ewer ee eee 


TUNES 


orev eeerer 


ee ee ewe ee ewe ee eee e eee 


| have deferred until later whether 
they will seek a jury trial, 





Legit Films As ‘Defense’ 

San Francisco, Aug 19 

Sally Forrest and “Remai, 
Be Seeii,” legit presentation a: ; 
United Nations Theatre }. 
week became innocently e 


. . led 
in the trial -of burlesque 














which has hit the local jx diiisen 

pasa following police raids on two bus 
lesque houses. . 

Attorney Marvin Lewis, acting 

| mayor of San Francisco, represent. 

ping the G-stringers, employed 

| Harold K. Lipset, a private inves 


| tigator, to photograph Miss For- 
| rest during her performance and 
| Succeeded in getting several film 
shots before being stopped py 


Randolph Hale, managing director 


of the house. The film showing 
Miss Forrest in scanty night 
clothes on the stage, will be 
TUNE offered in court in defense of the 


(Half as Much 
‘+ )Botch-A-Me 


burlesque performers, Lewis indi- 
cated. He declared he wanted 


+) 
the 


; | pictures so that the court could 
.. Auf Wiederseh’n see, when the time came, what 
(I'm Yours a decent show in a respectable 


legit theatre looked like 
Lewis had no qualms about his 


*:)Wish You Were Here 


.. Sugarbush | right to have the films taken. “I've 
ce ™ |had some experience along these 
(Walkin’ My Baby Home i wong tn 

z . : ates | lines before. The law is that the 
)Somewhere Along Way ticket is the contract, and that 
(Walkin’ My Baby Home |unless it prohibits picture-taking, 

me) All of Me , ° | you have the right to make them.” 

Ss ; ; | Miss Forrest, who is under con- 

Here in My Heart | tract to Metro, objected to being 

Delicado photographed on the stage without 

Mavbe | her permission, To forestall 


| further incursions, Randolph Hale, 
| United Nations Theatre head, has 
| printed warnings in all programs 
|forbidding the taking of photo- 
| graphs or films of anyone in the 


.. You Belong to Me 
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hefty spinning time. 


ie EC 
EDDIE FISHER’S GREAT 
NEW RCA VICTOR RECORD 


THE HAND 


a aoe er ye gt pad 'they’ve got to pick up some stand- | take off. 

| ronan het 04 FE Ry Boma and out material before they'll score.| Gordon Jenkins Orch: “My Love 
0 t e A T t ‘orch backing, under Stanley Black's | “Four or Five Times.” a mediocre eae een - Just Say the 

direction, marks a standout assist. | Tig Pan Alley offering, isn’t worth ecca). “Devotion” is a 


“Santa Maria” (London). 


sica” is due for a solid play. The 


wry lyric is excellenty 





|Miss Shelton changes 


Words and Music 
By PAT BALLARD 


General Music 


| lad. 


| chance to get moving. 
The _Modernaires - Neal 
































in-Up Hit! 


GOT YOU ON MY MIND 


Published by Raleigh 


Recorded by ioe ies 
Buddy Morrow — Victor; ig 
Oneh: Hawkshaw Hawkins—King;: “nr 
Greer — Victor; Joe Burton Sexe 


—Intro. 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


NWEW YOCOM «© CHICAGO ¢ 


580 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 13,N.Y 


HOLL YWwooo 


| 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


Continued from page 46 


standout and should get this side Orch: 








“Four or Five Times”- 


|\“When My Love Comes Back to 


Anne Shelton: “Bella Mutton - | Me" (Coral). 
is ree 

novelty workover of “Bella Mu; | Lhe Modernaires and 

blended | results. 

with a spirited melody, making it| Hefti orch work well together but|the same warm quality and could 


Hefti Me’-“I've Never Seen” 
ee Still riding high with “Here in My 
| Heart,” on the indie BBS release, | 


} 





Initial teamup of 
thie Neal 
Hefti orch comes off for only fair 
The vocal combo and the 


ace on/their efforts. The bottom deck, a - ) 

'“Santa Maria,” a slow, dined bal- rehash of “When the Saints Come | {ames in a top-drawer instrumen- | 
Although she’s in fine vocal | Marching In,” suits their style and 
‘form here, number stands small! rates plays. 


Al Martino: “Say You'll Wait for 
(Capitol). 


Al Martino has his first big one for 
“Say You'll Wait for 
He makes the ballad fit his 


Capitol in 
Me.” 


| big-voiced styling and takes it for 
(an effective schmaltzy ride. 
| Never Seen” has a so-so lyric and 
a small melodic pattern to back it, 
up but Martino gives it a lift with | 


“T’ve 


an emotional styling that'll appeal 
to the femmes. 


Bob Benton: “You Call It Mad- 


ness”-""I Was Such a Fool;” “Long- | 


er Than Forever’-“Tu Amor” 
(Tico). The indie Tico label has a 
potent find in Bob Benton, 19-year- 
old vocalist. In his initial four 
sides, Benton makes a strong big- 
time bid. He's got a straight-for- 
ward, sincere styling that scores. 
His piping style is warm and ro- 
mantic, and although he avoids the 
echo chamber and/or big-voiced 
technique, the femmes are sure to 
latch on. The four tunes are all 
in the same sentimental mood and 


——— 
einen 


he delivers each effectively. Work- 
,over of the oldie, “You Call It Mad- 
eens. should get the top spins. 
Tito Puente’s orch lends a firstrate 
backing. 

Eddy Howard: “Mademoiselle”- 
“IT Don’t Know Any Better” (Mer- 
cury). Eddy Howard has come up 
with two slick ballads on this 
coupling. “Mademoiselle” gives 
|Howard a chance to showcase his 
|appealing style for payoff results. 
|Tune has a charming lyric and a 
|good melodic setting. Reverse has 


‘it's Music by 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


KITTY FROM 
KANSAS CITY 








|big ballad which Gordon Jenkins 








tal and choral setting. Vocal work | 
jis handled excellently by Don) 
Burke, Betty Mulliner and Eliza-| 
| beth Rinker. Number on the re- | 
verse is another attractive item but 
lacks the power of its mate. | 

' 


J. Lawrence Cook, Inc. char- | 
tered to conduct a music publish- | 
ing and recording business in New 


and His Orchestra 
York. Capi :1 stock is 100 shares, H 
no par vaiue. Directors are Cook, | Bermudiana Hotel 


attorney Chauncey S. Olman and | Bermuda 
Julius Yablok. 
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Quiet Around N. Y. 


Continued from page 2 


ith a 45-minute blast against Win- 
thell for singling out his place of 
employment and his employer, Lou 
Rubin, owner of Chandler's, for 
OPS violations, and not citing the 
«40 other” bistros, restaurants and 
niteries that also have been cited 
for alleged price-ceiling violations. 

Gray reprised the Ed Sullivan- 
Josephine Baker ~ Winchell - Stork 
Club imbroglios over his micro- 
phone, and also surmised that the 
AGVA tabu against cuffo appear- 
ances by vaudevillians stemmed 
from the same sequence of events. 

Winchell merely accents that 
U. S. Attorney Myles J. Lane calls 
Chandler’s the “worst offender.” 
The Government’s suit is for over 
$346,000, which represents a triple 
damage claim, 

Press Agents in the Middle 

Row has reached the point where 
film industry press agents feel 


they're now directly affected. They 
have a choice between dropping 


Gray from their list of regular pub- | 
Holly- | 
wood celebs at his microphone— | 


licity outlets—he welcome’ 


ing the risk of losing out 
breaks in various 


or runn 
on publicity 


Hearst newspapers. One ad-pub | 


exec in N. Y. this week said the 
obvious decision is to avoid. Gray. 
Other p.a.’s are in a similar spot. 

Position of the ad-pub operators 
was made unmist&kably clear laet 


week by Conniff. He concluded a 
blast at Gray with this warn- | 
ing: “We say to these _ press 
agents and producers and _ per- 
sonalities who give their sup- 


port to Mr. Gray: ‘That’s just 
dandy. But surely don’t be sur- 
prised if we here at the Journal- 


American invite you to keep get- | 


ting your plugs from him and not 
to expect very much from us. Mr. 
Gray is hot, red-hot, and he is all] 
yours’.” 

Conniff stated that Gray last win- 
ter made his microphone available 
to anyone 
Walter Winchell, 
Florida.” He branded it as a bid 
for notoriety on Gray’s part, and 
now that Winchell is coming back 
par a rebuttal Gray is “crying 
oul.” 














CAPITOL 


1, TENNESSEE LOCAL .. 
BLACKBERRY BOOGIE 


sees 


WHAT DOES IT TAKE 


3. KAY’S LAMENT 
FOOL, FOOL, FOOL 


FUNNY 
5. BETTER TO HAVE LOVED 





“who wanted to savage | 
then ailing in| 





THIS IS IT! 
The Singing Rage 


PATTI 
PAGE 


Two Smash Hits 


“YOU BELONG 
TO ME” 


and Another Exciting Hit 


“| WENT TO 
YOUR WEDDING” 


MERCURY RECORD 


No. 5899 and 5899X45 











COLUMBIA 

1, YOU BELONG TO ME 
PRETTY BOY 

2. BOTCH-A-ME 


3. HALF AS MUCH 
POOR WHIP POOR WILL 
4. HIGH NOON 
ROCK OF GIBRALTAR 
SUGARBUSH 





CORAL 
ALONG 


THIS IS THE BEGINNING 
I CAN’T CRY ANYMORE 


LET THERE BE LOVE 


eg 


SHOULD I 
THERE’S ONLY TONIGHT 


BLUE TANGO 
BELLE OF THE BALL 


WISH YOU WERE HERE 


HALF AS MUCH 


MERCURY 
1, YOU BELONG TO ME 


Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


2 SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY. 


4. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME...... 


RE TAs Bee: RINGO y 6.5 's.65 c0ee 0 aje80 


ARTIST 


sovesvececesess- Tennessee Ernie 
+eeeee-Nat. (King) Cole 
.Kay Starr 


ee ee 


..Nat (King) Cole 


BENNY GOODMAN SEXTET 
With Jan Crockett 
Blue Note, Chicago 


Benny Goodman is making his 
first location stand here in a year. 
The maestro has assembled the mu- 
sicians whom he used in his re- 
cording dates and on his television 
guest shots in New York. Present 





YOU A LITTLE Hank Thomson 


HOW COLD HEARTED CAN YOU GET 


..Jo Stafford 


see ee eee eeeeeeees 


eee rer: Rosemary Clooney 


ON THE FIRST WARM DAY 


J6 eee oneal Rosemary Clooney 


Frankie Laine 


Frankie Laine-D. Day 


HOW LOVELY COOKS THE MEAT 


Ames Bros 


ART GROW FONDER 


' STRING 
ABSENCE MAKES THE HI 
MY THRILL vewre 
YOU’RE MY DESTINY 
PER ULES’ 0 GS eer 
TWO FACED CLOCK 


Alan Dale 


Neil Hefti & F. Wayne 


OF THE END Don Cornell 


Pearl Bailey 


rere seer Te Four Aces 


BLUE AND SENTIMENTAL................. 
JUST WHEN WE’RE FALLING IN LOVE 


HONKY TONK SWEETHEART 


Serr rer re ee... Patti Page 


I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING 


3. ONCE IN A WHILE 
I’M GLAD YOU’RE HAPPY 


4, ROSANNE ... 
TAKE MY HEART 





5. SO MADLY IN LOVE...... 


| MAKE ME LOVE YOU 
| 


M-G-M 
1, LUNA ROSSA ............ 
I'LL FORGET YOU 


HAVE A GOOD TIME 


4, JAMBALAYA ... 
WINDOW SHOPPING 


5. KISS OF FIRE .........- 
NEVER LIKE THIS 


RCA VICTOR 
1. WISH YOU WERE HERE . 
THE HAND OF FATE 


2. VANESSA 


TWO FACED CLOCK 


—_  \ Seer ete 
WATERMELON WEATHER | 


5. SINCE YOU WENT AWAY. 


2. STRANGE SENSATION......+ceeceseeeees 


|. | ser baie 
ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 


” 

+ 

* 

i 

+ 

ic 

D4 

+ 
Mills Bros. 
et hea eee Guy Lombardo 
AUF WIEDERSEHW’N .SWEETHEART.........Guy Lombardo 











PS aaah TV Ban 











Continued from page 2 
lie’s dollar, and other competing | 


media. 

It was also pointed out that a 
number of clubowners are now ne- 
gotiating with sponsors for next 
season’s contracts and so would 
| not be averse to a little public | 
blues-crying in an attempt to jack 
| ap their asking prices for rights. | 
| Clubowners themselves have been | 
| forced to pay increased costs for 
|almost everything, while few of 
\them have upped their admission | 
| seales for a number of years. As! 
/a result, there’s no question but | 
| that they would like to get more 
| coin for their TV rights 

Some TV industryites noted that 





2. AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART ........ Eddy Howard 
I DON’T WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE 


... Patti Page 
WITH SOMEONE ELSE 


rrr Te eoee..- Vie Damone 


QErvevccvcccccesioedes Alan Dean 
.. Billy Eckstine 
..eeeeeees-David Rose & Orch. 
..Hank Williams 


.Billy Eckstine 


teees wecceseseee-- ddie Fisher 


.«++.- Hugo Winterhalter 


SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY 
3. A MIGHTY PRETTY WALTZ......... one. Pee Wee King 


coccececes-F. Como-E. Fisker 


eaaeas Henri Rene-Lou Dinning 


A MIGHTY PRETTY WALTZ 


444444444404 
the ball clubs might be wise to} 


realign their franchises, on the as- | 


sumption that some cities which 
| Bow have two teams cannot sup- 
port them, while other cities with 
iP single team would be in a far 
| better position to handle two. St. 
| Louis, for example, simply hasn't a 
sufficient baseball-minded public 
'to support both the Browns and 
| Cardinals. Detroit, on the other 
| hand, 
'town again and also has long been 
known as the best baseball city in 
| the major leagues. It might be a 
good idea, according to TV execs, 


for one of the St. Louis teams to} 


move into Detroit. 
| 
| Burnside Gardner, Ltd., char- 
tered in Albany to ‘supply enter- 
tainers and musicians for clubs, 
‘churches, etc., with offices in New 
| York. Capital stock is 200 shares, 
ino par value. 





is fast becoming a boom-| 


group, more or less centered around 
| vibraharpist Terry Gibbs, had a 
| one-week rehearsal in the east, 
ithen nine concert dates in Canada 
| before this booking. 


It’s essentially a rhythm unit 
and, therefore, lacks the brass as- 
sociated with Goodman’s large-band 
efforts. Leads are taken by either 
Goodman or Gibbs, with the rest 
of the band le nding strong support 
Only in a few instances are there 
any attempts at jamming. When 
| this does happen, as in “The World 
\Is Waiting for the Sunrise,” this 
| base ‘ment spot really rocks. 


The book is strictly composed of 
Goodman’s old favorites, 
off with “After You're Gone.” 

“Body = Soul” is just a _ soft 
| backing for some wonderful licks 
on the clarinet by the leader 
“Rosary” comes off well, with the 
eads ‘witcha from Gibbs. to 
Goodman and back again, and sets 
the scene for some plain and fancy 
riffing. “Wanting You” is a slow, 
easy piece which gives the leader 
cha ance to exhibit some tight 
scaling “Flying Home” is a tune 
suited for the vibes with 

Oib & and Don Elliot whacking out 
some fiery passages on the plates. 
Gagged-up marathon on this num- 
ber lasts about 10 minutes. ‘““‘Where 
ir When” is a relaxing offering 
after “Flying.” The orchgstra does 


45 minutes each set. 

Jan Crockett, femme singer, em- 
bellishes “Deed I Do” and “Cham- 
pagne Blues.” Band is composed 
|\of Terry Gibbs; Don Elliot, who 
dees an excellent job doubling 
among vibes, trumpet and French 
horn; Morey Feld, a more than 
adequate replacement for Sid Bul- 
|kin who broke a leg in an auto 
aceide nt last week; Don “Red” 
| Roberts, who achieves a_ strong 
| beat on a non-amplified guitar; 





Band Reviews 


STEWART SCOTT ORCH (4) 
Hotel President, Kansas City, Me. 
For its smart dinner-dancing 
room, the Hotel President has de- 
pended lately on the smoother, 
slicker combos to draw its patron- 
age. It has had a strong line-up of 
small groups, and this one in from 
the east fits the pattern. Group is 
holding the stand for five weeks. 
Onetime arranger and leader of 
bigger crews, Scott lately has had 
a smaller orch with sweeter sty- 


| lings. It’s his violin work which 


leads the way with backing of 
tenor sax, drums and piano. In- 
strumentation and arranging make 
for lilting type of tunes, and out- 
fit generally is classy. Crew is 
rounded out with Bob Wilkinson 
« piano, Eddie Kist, tenor, and 
Chuck George, drums 

Vocally group works in a good 
deal of variety, with Scott, war- 
bling pops and novelties, Bob Wil- 
kinson doing a neat ballad, and 
four working out and then on 
novelty tunes and goodly supply 


|}of parodies. 


leading | 


Room continues its policy of en- 
tertainment from late afternoon 
on through the evening, with Mari- 


anna at -the organ for early-eve- 
ning patrons and Jeanne McKen- 
na at the piano alternating with 
the Scott outfit. for the li ter hours, 
Quin, 


ASCAP.-ites Sue Cafe 

Another of those $250 ASCAP 
suits claiming copyright infringe- 
ment was filed in U. S. District 
Court, N. Y., last week. Suit was 
brought by T. B. Harms and 
Bourne Music against the Boro 
Lounge, Kew Gardens, L. I 

Tunes involved are “Make Be- 
lieve” (Harms) and “All of Me” 
(Bourne), which, the publishing 
firms allege, were performed with- 


| out authorization. 


din Weiss, a fine bass player, and | 
Jimmy Lyons, who really rides the | 


|bass keys on the piano. Zabe. 


Dallas Symph Bows Nov. 14 
Dallas, Aug. 19. 

The Dallas Symph will open its 
season Nov. 14. As customary, the 
first concert of the year will be 
given at North Texas State Col- 
lege, Denton. 

Walter Hendl will conduct his 
‘fourth local season. 
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STRANGE 
SENSATION 


MGM 11291 
K 11291 








THE GREATEST NAME 


SEVENTH AVE 





BILLY ECKSTINE 


MGM RECORDS 





HAVE A 
GOOD TIME 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


IN ENTERTAINMENT 


NEW YORK 36, N.Y 
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Night Club Reviews 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 17. 

Milton Berle, Leonard Sues, 
Mountaineers (5), “Fatso” Marco 
Sid Gary, Son & Sonny, Lily Ann 
Carl, Delage & Shirley, Johnny 
Martin, Chez Adorables (8), Brian 
Farnon Orch (10); $3.50 mrt 
mum, $1 cover. 





Strangely enough, when many 


niteries are withering on the vine, | 


the No. 1 cafe of the midwest is 
having a bonanza season, perhaps 
the best summer in its 20-year 
history. Following with one head- 
liner after another starting with 
Jane Froman in late spring, spot 
has been doing turnaway business 
with rare exception, and that 
mainly due to the late evening 
televising of the recent political 
conventions. 


Possibly some of the business is | 


due to the heavy influx of visitors 
this summer, but they have been 
here before with only moderate 
b.o. Martin & Lewis, who just 
closed (16), did two» weeks of boffo 
business and now, Milton Berle. 

Comic’s format is essentially that 
of his teevee show which has him 
running through the whole revue 
for an hour and a half. There are 
acts galore and some get lost; in 
fact. it might be a good idea to 
slice one or two to improve the 
pacing of the bill. Not that any of 
the acts aren’t good; there’s just 
too much and trimming would 
tighten things up. Of course, most 
all are integral stooges to Berle 
and it might hamper things in 
thet department. 

While this follows the TV pat- 
tern, or perhaps that of the old 
days of the N.Y. Palace, it’s con- 


tent is markedly different. For the | 


followers of “Uncle Miltie” in the 
cereal set it hasn’t too much to 
offer. For those who might be 
chewing their second cud and are 


in the know, 90-minuter is full of, 


yocks. It’s humor at its broadest 
and roughest and buffoon doesn’t 
leave many stones unturned to get 
his laughs. Of course, the bellies 
are the ones best left untranslated 
to the uninitiated. 

Berle works frantically all 
through each act with few es- 
caping his antics, and ties things 
together expertly with his emcee- 
ing. He does a stupid swami stint 
with the expert and fast magic 
team of Delage & Shirley, winding 
up in a trunk in a-switch, locked 
compartment deal. He then brings 
on Lily Ann Carol, sexy looking 
Singer with a strapless gown, who 
Sells three tunes while star tries 
to divert her attention. 


Leonard Sues, who was seen here 
in the Olsen & Johnson revue a 
few months hack, scores with flash 
trumpet work on “Blue Skies,” 
some orchestra leader impressions, 
and then has Berle join him in a 
duet, which gives vent to the stuck- 
lip routine. Headliner, a la Martin 


& Lewis, takes over the baton and | 


creates havoc while Sues attempts 
“St. Louis Blues.” Musician gets a 
big mitt and has to come back. 
“Fatso” Marco, rotund bass-bari- 
tone singer, is standout in three 
tunes, in one of which, “Sunny 

















Side of the Street,” he does accu- | 
rate carbons of Ted Lewis, Harry | 
Richman, Billy Daniels, Jimmy | 
Durante and Louis Armstrong. 
Son & Sonny are next with some 
fast toe taps and handless flips. 
Duo really work at terrific pace and 
bring act to close with tight finale | 
of flying splits. Berle, of course, ' 
gets into the routine with a few | 
|steps, done okay. 
Mountaineers (5), who look like 
ithey got lost from the hills of 
| Brooklyn, are a good background 
for comedian, who dons red under- 
|wear and other paraphernalia to 
portray the. bright one of the 
troupe. However, deadpan girl 
singer, who can really yodel, al- 
most steals the action from him 
via her expressionless face. Group 





|registers heavily with the cafe 
crowd. 
There’s an excellent piece of 


nostalgia when Berle brings on 
| Sid Gary for two baritone stand- 
ards, “Without A Song” and “Old 
Man River,” but the savvy seat- | 
holders love his takeoff on George 
| Jessel doing ““My Mother’s Eyes” 
with false notes throughout. The 
pair put on black makeup right on 
the floor, a cue for Gary to sing 
“April Showers,” and then the 
jester runs across the boards with 
an Eddie Cantor aping. They com- 
|bine efforts on “Is It True What 
They Say About Dixie’ for a cinch 
bowoff. 

Berle is forced to return to beg- 
off with video theme, “Near You.” 
Line has retained a number from 
the last show and Johnny Martin 
lets Berle do much of the emcee 
chores. Brian Farnon cuts. the 
show expertly. Zabe. 


Birdland, N. Y. 
Ella Fitzgerald, Stan Getz Orch 
(5), Bill Harris All Stars (5); 
$2.50 minimum. 





This Cellar spot has been riding 
high all summer with its strong 
lineup of jazz and bop purveyors. | 
Current week, with Ella Fitzgerald 
toplining, will be no _ exception. 
Miss Fitzgerald has a solid rep in 
the hep and square circles which’ll 
help pull in a more varied trade 
{than usually drawn by this pri- 
|marily progressive music addicts’ 
| hangout. 

Miss Fitzgerald is in fine war- 
| bling form for this date. Mixes up 
| ballads, scat, jive in her sock sell- 
|ing manner and makes each rendi- 
|tion score for a big mitt. Vocal 
|versatility is displayed in wide- 
range songalog which includes a 
driving “Between the Devil and 
|the Deep Blue Sea,” a moody “Set 
"Em Up Joe,” a hard-hitting “Why 
|Don’t You Do Right?”, a scat-| 
|phrased “Air Mail Special” and | 
|sweet-swingy “Mr. Paganini.” In- | 
|strumental trio of Roy Haymes, 
'drums; Nelson Boyd, bass, and 
Hank Jones, piano, excellently 
'complements her. | 
Musical interludes are belted out 
|by the Stan Getz group and the} 
Bill Harris All Stars. Both units 
|whip out their snappy offerings | 
with expert musicianship and hold | 
the tablers until Miss Fitzgerald’s | 
| return, Gros. | 





a Ua 





| band. (Alex Stone, who telescopes 


|under a rotating “El Jefe,’’ which 





Waldorf-Astoria, N. ‘¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


J. C. Petritio almost relented a 
second time to permit this amaz- 
ing musical aggregation to record 
but reversed field on that; but it 
is to the American Federation of 
Musicians’ credit, as well as the 
American publie’s gain, that the 
cardinal principle—-that we have 





| no frontiers on art—was preserved 
and this group may tour the U. S. | 


racks, indicate painstaking re- 
hearsing, They are said never to 
use the music stands even for 
dance sessions, preferring to learn 
pant new terp tunes extemporane- 
ously. 

They shift to Chicago’s Palmer 
House in September for five weeks, 
thence the Chase Hotel, St. Louis, 
with Washington and Miami Beach 
to follow. They were set to record 
but the AFM tabu nixed it. In 
turn, the group is said to have 
itself to breaking up 





| dedicated 


It was a bit of a do for the | some old recordings, the 
‘ 4 y waxed 
Waldorf to brea! down AFM bar-| i) the Caribbean belt and of which 


riers, something which was unsuc- | 
cessfully attempted some time ago. 
It is understandable that Petrillo 
might frown on this versatile ag- 
gregation also dispensing dansapa- | 
tion but, for the basic purpose 
of their presence. atop the Wal- 
dorf’s Starlight Roof, they are 
an unquestionable plus. Talk about 
new faces and something with a 
new excitement on the cafe cir- 
cuits, this is it. The most ardent 
AFM unionist can’t contend there 
is any encroachment on employ- | 
ment. 

Los Chavales de Espana (The 
Kids from Spain) are known from 
the Iberian peninsula to South 
America and, to North Americans, 
perhaps best known via their long 
runs at Havana’s Tropicana, class 
nitery. Group of 11 has been to- 
gether for 12 years as a coopera- 
tive organization of versatile mu- 
sicians who, in other less _ re- 
stricted engagements, also dispense 
terp music along with their “act.” 

They have set a mark here by 
being held three months, which 
is virtually the entire season of 
the Starlight Roof. In __.actuality | 
Vaughn Monroe rounds it out un- 
til the downstairs Empire Room | 
reopens the winter season in Oc- | 
tober with Les Compagnons de la 
Chanson and the new Alstone 


his name, is a French composer, 
best known for his “Symphonie’’). | 

Los Chavales are co-managed by 
Victor de la Correa and Pat Nataro 
(booked by MCA), but works 


is Spanish for orchestral chief. 
Sebastian Morera, the bassist, is 
the current “jefe,” and whoever 
is the head-man runs the band 
with the same sternness as his 
predecessor. They rotate guest | 
maestros every two or three} 


| months. Luis Tamayo, trumpet-ac- 


cordion-singer, is prominently to| 
the fore as vocalist and gets ’em | 
on his personality, but equally | 
socko is Angel Riera (doubling | 
fiddle, sax, clarinet and also | 
dances) who whams ’em with his | 
g’psy violin solo which Tamaya | 
and Pepe Lara chirp. Latter tenor | 
is also a versatile kid who handles | 


| accordion, guitar and an occasional | 


piano. Luis Bona, a sort of Latin | 
Danny Kaye, handles the comedy | 
vocals when he’s not doing chores | 
on trumpet, violin, guitar and oc-| 
casional dancing. Rest of the per- | 
sonnel comprises Augustine Lisan- | 
dra, trumpet, violin and bandone- | 
on; Ventura Martinez, sax, clari- 


‘net, flute and fiddle; Jose Mila, 


drums and castanets; Sebastian 
Morera, bass, piano and drums; 


they are not particularly proud. 
Another unique entry here is 
Trini Reyes, an authentic Espag- 
nol from Brooklyn. Looking the 
mecoy and dancing with extraordi- 


| nary. authority, Miss Reyes is a 


pert terper and an s.a. locker 
whom Xavier Cugat first intro- 
duced at the Waldorf last sum- 
mer. It is said that Miss Reyes 
can’t even dig any Espagnol but 
there is nothing wrong with her 
fandango versions thereof, 

For the straight dancing, the 


'stable and staple Emil Coleman 


continues as the “Ol’ Man River” 
of “Manhattan nite life—he just 
keeps his tiptop dansapation roll- 
ing along, year after year, and gen- 
eration after generation. He knows 
his public and they cotton to his 
brand of hoofology. Same also 
goes for the alternate Mischa Borr 
band, long a landmark here. Biz 
socko. The waitering staff credits 
it largely to Los Chavales de 
Espana, a new group in the cafe 


' scene and deservedly doing mucho 


ie ® Abel. 


Gray’s Band Box, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 14. 

Lenny Kent, Julie’ Robbins, Sky- 

larks (5), Bill Howe; $2.50 mint- 


mum. 





No matter who Sammy Lewis 
and Billy Gray put into this room, 
the ropes go up nightly and there’s 
always a line outside for the sec- 
ond show. The 250 chairs go fast 


'and elbows rub when passageways 


narrow to make room for more 
tables. No one seems to mind and 
once the funny fellows come out 
and salt the air, the spirit of high 
carnival is abroad. 

Back for his third stand is Lenny 
Kent, the type of comic that sets 
the standard pattern. He is brash, 
brusque, trigger-lipped and knows 
how to titillate the fast crowd that 
frequents this tavern. He lapses 
into the Yiddish vernacular with 
subtle undertones and skirts the 
borderline without shock to those 
innured to these flights of blue- 
edged flippancies. For maidenly 
ladies and prissy males, he is not. 

Kent’s routines vary little from 
past visits, but the old line seems 
to lack little of its gusty wallop. 
His caricature of the _ boastful 
Texan is rough-cut burlesque and 
the laughs roll on his takeoff on 
magico Cardini and Chaz Chase. 

Julie Robbins is new to this sec- 
tor, having spent most of her time 
in the Florida night belt. She is 
a lusty singer of racy songs and 
should do well here. Her imita- 


Fernando Porredon, trombone, /tions of show biz greats are well 
violin and arranger; Alejandro| received although her forte is 
Ruano, sax, clarinet and violin. |gamey monoilog. Skylarks are a 


Their pacing bespeaks of con- 
summate showmanship and their 
performances, sans music on the 
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1952 Version 
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VARIETY 
July 16, 1952 

“The big taugh is by The Albins, whe fol- 
tow a ballet number. Their buriesque dancing 
is extremely effective in this house. tn the 
original ‘Peep Show,’ The Albins hit a top 
comedy note in these proceedings.” 

Jose 


BILLBOARD 
July 11, 1952 
“The comedy terps of The Albins pull solid 
yocks,”” 
Bill Smith 


N. Y. WORLD-TELEGRAM and SUN 


July 11, 1952 
Comic Dancers a Hit 
“The biggest hit on the bili was @ pair 
of comic dancers, The Albins, who do a 
parody ef ballet.” 






Barclay Hudson 


singing quintet who seem out of 
place in this rowdy atmosphere. 
They work hard and harmonize 
well and take a turn with Kent in 
skirts for the needed lift. Bill 
Howe solos to his own accomp at 
the keyboard to take up the inter- 
mish slack, and backstops nag 
elm. 


Top’s, San Diego 
San Diego, Aug. 16. 
Mae Williams, Jack Nye Orch, 
Betty Hall Jones; no.cover or mini- 


| mum, 





In a return to semi-name shows 

after a hiatus of a month, this 
city’s class nitery has a_ strong 
lure in Mae Williams. Buxom, 
sleekly gowner chirp exudes sin- 
cerity—a good bet in a town wary 
of imported, often patronizing 
Hollywood glamor. 
_ Full-voiced thrust bears similar- 
ity in style to Beatrice Kay and 
Kay Starr with rugged pipes and 
socko approach. Songs are refresh- 
ing switch from usual pops. On 
night caught, her stint included 
“Mad About the Boy,” “Goody 
Goody,” “I'll Walk Alone,” “A 
Good Man Nowadays Is Hard To 
Find,” and “Besame Mucho” in 
Spanish for visitors from nearby 
Tijuana, Mex. 

Despite cliche-ridden 
chirp wallops to begoff. 

Jack Nye’s house band provides 
good backing, with Nye’s keyboard 
solo opening show. Orck also plays 
well for terpers. 
|__In ciub’s Blackout Bar, Betty 
Hall Jones bounces along in slam- 
| bang 88-songs-humor, style, wooing 
packed houses. Hard-working sepia 
chirp-clown is full of pleasing gim- 


patter, 




















micks such as scrawling requests 
| on handy blackboard and playing 
tape recordings of her keyboard 
self-accomp. Don. 


+ an 20, 1959 


New Golden, Rene 
Reno, A 
Rosemary Clooney, ' jer 28 
Gine & Suzanne, Allee Here Bros, 
et, Girls (8), Paul Pendarvis Or x 
no caver or minimum, a 
R 
Rosemary Clooney's i 
night brought three pen. 
shows. The tall blonde Rives he 
all from “Come On-A My House" 
to “Botch-A-Me,” betweening with 
some little heard tunes to rov 
her versatility. With a voice that’s 
clear and solid, she opens : 


“From This Moment-On” ‘Big 
tempo, glides in to “Half rv 
Much, ee which gets appreciative 
recognition, and. thence into “Lady 
Is.a Tramp.” y 

Her clever “Botch-A-Me” fo a 
walkoff guarantees an encore with 
biggest plaudits ever heard in this 
spot. Next round includes “They 
Can’t Take That Away From Me” 
from her vibrant lows to coo] high 
notes. After “Come On-A” she 


tries to get away again, but can’ 
make it. So she does Cyou Make 
Me Feel So Young” and, with sus. 
tained pressuring for stil] more 
manages 2 begoti. ‘ 
1€ Wiere Bros. make fine pr 
aration for the singer. Starting 
off with a violin solo which has 
“echoes,” the echo turns out to 
be one of the boys. Thence into a 


hilarious strolling troubadour bit 
The two pixies in the three-act 
provide the guffaws while the 
subtle humor of the third takes 
up the slack. 

A series of dances by the two 


“elves” is cute with some heavy 
laughs thrown in. They Charles- 
tgn, jitterbug and wind up with 





a Spanish number in which one 
loses a falsie. Respite is taken 
with a clicko piano solo by their 


| accompanist, Mildred Seymour. A 
sprightly soft-shoe by the freres 
| wraps up the funfest 

Gino & Suzanne open the show 
with some pleasant and graceful 
dancing. Suzanne is good to look 
at. Display is at its best in a 
dream sequence that has a clever 
and well received closer 

Golden Girls are sweatered up 
for the opener and look smart in 
a tap session. They tie up the 
|show with a sexy Latin wiggle 
with Terry True soloing 
| New group for _ intermission 
|musie is the Alice Hall Quartet 
with some fine arrangements for 
two accordions, piano, guitar, 
drums and bass. Macu. 


Riviera. Ft. Lee. N. J. 

Jack Carter, Toni Arden, Harry 
Mimmo, Art Johnson, Cabots (3), 
Line, Walter Nye and Pupi Campo 
orchs; $5 minimum. 








Bill Miller’s new talent collec- 
tion is likely to maintain the box- 
office and entertainment standards 
that have prevailed during the bet- 
ter part of the season at this Jer- 
sey hospice. The toppers, Jack 
Carter, Toni Arden and Harry 
Mimmo, each do exceilently during 
their individual turns and _ the 
combination plays well on the floor. 

Carter last appeared here two 
years ago on a layout headed by 
Tony Martin. In the intervening 
time, he has been on and off Video, 
and again proved his efficacy as 4 
cafe. performer during a recent 


(Continued on page 54) 
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SLENDERIZING 
STUDIO 


Established several years in a good sized 
North Shere, L. 1., town. Produces good in 
tome and has wonderful possibilities. Working 
under MacLevy franchise, 











A theatrical couple with keen foresight ea” 
create a great future here, 


Capable man or woman with # smal! invest- 
ment can become my partner-manager, 


eash, Write, giving details about yourself t 
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Arena Mgrs. Set J. ML Anderson Spec 
As ‘Non-Competitive’ House Package 


John Murray Anderson's spec-+- 


to be produced for the Arena 
eeagers Assn., will be ready in 
the fall of 1953. At its recent con- 
vention in Atlantic City AMA voted 
to treat the Anderson show, still 
yntitled, on the same basis as. a 
house production. Revue will be 
routed well in advance of the sea- 
son, at the time the itineraries for 
“Tee Capades” and “Ice Cycles 
AMA-produced) are being set 


th 
= AMA voted to put all its ex- 
picitation facilities behind the 
show. 


nderson display is regard- 
ae po ideal vehicle for AMA 
since it is non-competitive with its 
icers and could be spotted into the 
AMA houses between the bladers. 
It’s also considered non-competi- 
tive with the “Greatest Show” se- 
ries which is being produced for 
AMA by the Gale agency. Latter 
goes for 30 days on @ one-nighter 
basis. Anderson’s spec will be spot- 
ted for stands of from several days 
to two weeks. 

The Anderson production is the 
latest AMA excursion into show 
pusiness fields. This organization 
of aren. operators is still on the 
prowl for show biz attractions to 
fill up rental time. The sports 
fields have been showing diminish- 
ing returns in several sectors, in- 
cduding hockey and wrestling, and 
there’s a dearth of suitable attrac- 
tions in boxing. AMA, at the same 
time, will be able to offer shows 
routed in its buildings an increas- 
ing amount of playing time. 

Group, at the A. C. confab, voted 
to accept into membership the Ho- 
bart Arena, Troy, O., and the Allen 
County Memorial Coliseum, Ft. 
Wayne. Active membership com- 
prises about 32 of the top arenas in 
the country. 


AFL Racket Drive 





Kills Carny Union 


The first result of the American | 


Federation of Labor's drive 
against racketeers in trade unions 
is an order by the AFL executive 
board that forces the International 
Jewelry Workers Union to with- 
draw a charter granted to a group 
which had been organizing conces- 
sion workers at carnivals. 


} Local 450 of the recently organ- 
ized Carnival, Amusement & 
Novelty Device Workers Union is 
to disband as a result. 


Local 450 organizers had been 
active among carnival workers, 
forcing many employees to sign 
With the organization at $4 month- 
ly dues. The organization recently 
compelled Cetlin & Wilson Shows, 
a major carny, to sign its members 
or else the show would not have 


moved from its Ft. Wayne, Ind., 
stand. 


Harry Karsch, of St. Louis, was 

head of the carnival union. Al- 
though George Meany, AFL vee- 
pee, declared that the jewelry. 
union had jurisdiction over the 
Carnival workers, he stated he 
knew little about Karsch. Joseph 
Morris, president, and Hyman 
Powell, secretary-treasurer of the 
Jewelry union, agreed to revoke 
the charter, Meany, had threatened 
to take the matter to the conven- 
tion, if the charter remained. Un- 
der AFL rules, the convention 
could expel the international from 
the Federation. 
a The Carny union had been mak- 
~. headway among the smaller 
stows. However, it hadn’t been 
able to crack some of the larger 
Outfits such ds James E. Strates 
and World of Mirth. 





Houston’s Price Cuts 


R: __ Houston, Aug. 19. 
the alph Smith, owner operator of 
pe Ringside Club, believes the 
for q.actor is one of the reasons 
- declining b.o. and is doing 
,nething about it. He has cut his 


tariffs for both admission and 
inks, 


) Sdmission has been pared to 
aba % Plus tax, with beer set at 20c 
th. 29¢ Per bottle and setups on 
e€ cuff. 
Currently at the spot are the 
‘role Brockstein orch, Bob 
Chae: m.c. and comic, and Elie 
1, exotic dancer, 





San Antonio’s ‘Ice Parade’ 


° San Antonio, Aug. 19. 

“Iee Parade of 1952” will open 
Thursday (21) for three nights and 
one matinee performance at the 
San Pedro Park Iceland. Show is 
being presented by the San An- 
tonio Ice Club. 

Some 150 members, all amateurs 
will participate. Gordon Casey, 
former Sonja Henie troups skater, 
is director of the show. 


See 2 New Cafes 


Cueing More Coin 
For Vegas Acts 


Another inflationary wave among 
top acts is feared in the fall when 
two more hotels open in Las Vegas. 
The Sahara is set to bow Oct. 1 
and the Sands on Nov. 1. Even 
prior to the opening of these new 
hostels, complete with gaming 
rooms, Las Vegas already is paying 
the highest salaries in the country. 

Competition among top talent 
users such as the Flamingo, Thun- 
derbird, Last Frontier, Desert Inn 
and El Rancho Vegas, among oth- 
ers, is so keen that most acts get 
higher salaries there than they do 
in any part of the country. Until 
now, the Las Vegas wages haven't 
been the criterion for salaries else- 
where, but with the addition of the 
|Sands and Sahara to the talent 
hyying sweepstakes, it’s felt that 
the Las Vegas influence will be 
felt in other major talent buying 
centres. The major salutary effect 
of the green-felt capital is the fact 
that the high stipends persuade 
name filmsters to try for the tall 
nitery coin. Once having worked 








niteries, they can be inducted to 
| play other dates. 

| Abe Sghiller, entertainment di- 
rector of the Flamingo Hotel, is 
currently in New York casing acts. 
fle has bought the revue that has 
been running at the Sans Souci, 
Havana, for the past eight months. 
He’s planning on putting Miguelito 
Valdes on top of this show. 

Cast includes Olga Chivario and 
an American dancer, Skippy Het- 
zer, who has been well-publicized 
in Cuban ¢afe circles. Show opens 
Oct. 30 and will*play the Flamingo 
for four weeks before going back 
to Cuba. Music Corp. of America 
booked. 





Ringling May Shelve 
Local Sponsor Setup 


Toledo, Aug. 19. 

Officials of Ringling’ Bros., 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, in To- 
ledo Aug. 13-14 under sponsorship 
of the local lodge of B'nai B'rith, 
indicated that next year they 
would not resume the plan of hav- 
in. local organizations sponsor the 
show in some cities. 

Several sponsors this 


the circus. 


‘ Carson’s Cafe Clicko 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 


Jack Carson closed a two-week 
stand Saturday (16) at State Line 
Ceuntry Club, Tahoe, Cal., where 
his draw got him an option to re- 
turn to the spot whenever he can 
make it next season. 

Date also served as a honeymoon 
for Carson and his bride, actress 
Lola Albright. Couple returns to 
Hollywood later this week, where 
Carson checks into Metro for a co- 
starring role in “Dangerous When 
Wet.” 


Newark’s All-Negro Show 


Manhattan Paul, for many years 
‘the emcee at the Savannah cafe, 
|N. Y., is planning to install an all- 
| Negro show at the Newark Opera 
House, Sept. 16. He's currently 
| negotiating with the American 











‘Guild of Variety Artists on a scale. 
| Paul recently headed a troupe 
‘that played several engagements in 


| India. 


‘O&J-Vanities’ L.A. Stand 


“Olsen & Johnson-Skating Vani- 
ties” has signed for a 24-day date 
at the Pan Pacific Auditorium, Los 
Angeles, Feb. 13 to March 8. 

Show’s producer, Harold Stein- 
man, and Pan Pacific manager Ly- 
man Johnson negotiated the stand 
in the 8,000-seater. 


ARA to Huddle 
With AGVA On 
Franchise Tiff 


An attempt to establish a com- 
mon meeting ground between the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and Artists Representatives Assn. 
will be made at a confab between 
representatives of both groups to 
be held next Tuesday (26). 

Request for the meeting was 
made by ARA. Union’s national 
administrative secretary, Jack Irv- 
ing, declared that he would be glad 
to discuss matters with the reps, 
provided such a meeting would not 
prejudice the position taken by the 
union. 

Union’s position, as expressed in 
a resolution at its recent conven- 
tion in Los Angeles, calls for di- 
rect issuance of agency franchises 
and no dealings through an agency 
organization. 

An AGVA spokesman indicated 
that there was little hope of ef- 
fecting any sort of agreement with 
ARA, since any “understanding” 
would imply a means of circum- 
venting the resolution. 

ARA had sought a means of ne- 
gotiation, feeling that agents 
should not be forced to accept con- 
ditions that are arrived at without 
discussion between the union and 
agency reps. 


Nype Ups Coin, So Pitt 
Carousel Will Reopen 
With Ventriloquist Nelson 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 

Jimmy Nelson, ventriloquist who 
does the commercials on Milton 
Berle’s TV show, has been booked 
as headliner at the Carousel Sept. 
5, when Jackie Heller’s room re- 
opens after a summer shutdown of 
nearly two months. Nelson, who'll 
play eight days, will be fulfilling an 
old contract since his original date 
|}here late in July was pushed back 
when Carousel, after hitting hard 
times via the heat and steel strike, 
decided at the last-minute to shut- 
ter for eight weeks. 

Russell Nype, who clicked here 
in Civic Light Opera Assn.’s out- 
door production of “One Touch of 
Venus,” had been practically set as 
the Carousel’s reopening star, but 
deal was dropped when the ante 











season | 
| 
have reportedly taken a loss on | 


went up from $1,500 to $2,000 a 
| week after his opera whamm. 

| Herman Middleman, who left 
| Carousel” bandstand after several 
| years to try his luck in Florida last 
| winter, will be back as the room’s 
|maestro. Ralph DeStephano and 
| Johnny Marino in turn had suc- 
| ceeding him. 


|Roz Courtright Booked 


} . . 
| For San Antonio Fortnite 
San Antonio, Aug. 19. 





|scheduled to open here at the 
| Anacacho Room of the St. Anthony 
for a two-week engagement on 
Sept. 2. Music will be provided 
by Steve Kisley and his orch. 

Nat Brandwynne and his band 
are scheduléd to open an engage- 
ment at the spot on Sept. 16. On 
the same bill will be the Quintetto 
| Allegro, from Florence, Italy. 


Names for York, Pa., Fair 


The York (Pa.) Interstate Fair 
, has signed a heavy roster of names 
|for its five-day run, starting Sept. 
9. Fair has spotted the Fred War- 
ing orch and chorus for one day, 
Sept. 10; Ink Spots, Sept. 11, and 
the Andrews Sisters, Sept. 12. 

Frank Wirth is booking the 
, Shows there. 


| ‘ 

| Eddie Bracken’s Vauder 
| Eddie Bracken will play his first 
, theatre date in several years at the 
| Seville Theatre, Montreal, starting 














Lena’s MCA Exit | 


Lena Hogne, slated to return to 
the U. S. around Sept. 11 from a 
tour of Europe, is not renewing 
her booking contract with Music 
Corp. of America, which expires 
Sept. 1. She has announced no 
new agency affiliation. 

Miss Horne will rest for a few 
weeks in California before resum- 
ing engagements, 


St. Loo’s Koplar 
In 2006 Cash Bid 


For Nev. Casino 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

Harold Koplar, manager of the 
Chase Club and associated with his 
father, Sam, in the operation of 
three west end hotels and two 
apartment houses here, is reported 
to have bid $200,000 cash for the 
Tahoe-Biltmore Hotel and gam- 
bling casino on Lake Tahoe, Nev. 
Koplar was one of four persons 
who bid on the property at a pub- 
lic auction held at the site by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corp., 
which holds an unpaid $360,000 
loan on the “building. 

While Koplar’s bid is understood 
not to be the highest, it was the 
only one offered in cash. RCF is 
expected to make a decision within 
30 days. 

The stone and brick structure 
which has but 32 guest rooms and 
was devoted principally to gam- 
bling, has been shuttered since 
1949. It was built the year pre- 
viously by the Blumenfeld Bros., 
San Francisco theatre owners, for 
$480,000, with financing by the 
Anglo-California Bank of San Fran- 
cisco. RFC guaranteed 75° of the 
loan. 

Six months after its opening it 











i] 


| 
| 





Rosalind Courtright, singer, is | 


was taken over by Sam Termini, 
|/San Francisco gambler and asso- 
| ciate of Charles Binaggio, slain 
|Kansas City gambler and Demo- 
| cratic leader. The enterprise went 
| broke shortly afterward and RFC 





jheld the bag for $360,000, only 
| $10,000 having been paid on the 
| original loan. 

Others reported to have made' 
term bids are Sanford Adler, own- | 
er of the Cal-Neva Lodge, whose | 
offer totaled $330,000; Albert Ichel- 
son, California real estate dealer 
and horse owner, $325.000, and Joe 
Greenbach, California hotel owner, 
$225,000. The Tahoe-Biltmore is 
situated on the Nevada-California 
, border south of Reno. 








“‘Aqua Follies’ Pulls 1776: 
Greater Seattle Nets 356 


Seattle, Aug. 19. 
“Aqua Follies,” at the Creen 
Lake Aqua Theatre, 6,200-seater, 
topped its two previous engage- 
ments. Gross for the 16 perform- | 





|ances was $177,000, with house | 


scaled to $3.50. 

Frank Hixon handled the engage- 
ment for Greater Seattle, which is 
staging the city’s 100th year cele- 
bration. Net profit. for Greater 
' Seattle was $35,000, according to 
Walter Van Camp, managing di- 
rector. That sum will be used for 
expenses in connection with the 
celebration, from which there is 
no income. The Goji Cup Races, 
tor instance, lost $16,000. 


‘Mr. B’s’ Song-Golf Spree 





Pentagon Powwow Sets Wider Role 
For Stars on Camp Shows Circuits 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Pentagon huddle between USO- 
Camp Shows prexy Lawrence Phil- 
lips, Colt. Joseph Goetz, head of 
Armed Forces Professional Enter- 
tainment, and Col. William Bailey, 
chief of personnel services for 
troops in Europe and North Africa, 
is expected to result in a stepped- 
up schedule of tours of show biz ce- 
lebs and better coordination be- 
tween far-flung circuits. 

Replica of Professional Enter- 
tainment Branch has been set up 


| with headquarters at Weisbaden to 


route and supervise shows through 


ithe complicated Northeast Com- 


mand and Europe-North Africa 
area. Major Gerald Cameron, vet 
of troop entertainment since 1944, 
is in charge of new setup under 
supervision of Col. Bailey, current- 
ly in U.S. for confabs. 

New policy provides nine-week 
tours by USO troupes, alternating 
the four circuits in this area, thus 
giving each an equal share of Camp 
Shows’ dollar. In case of head- 
liners, there is no stipulated time, 
except that no star can be booked 
for Korea or North Africa for less 
than a fortnight. 

Wayne Morris, former Navy pilot 
is set to leave Friday (22) for “hos- 
pital walk through” in the Euro- 
pean area. Dennis Morgan is un- 
dersteod committed to a simMar 
tour as soon as current film obliga- 
tions are fulfilled. Letters have 
been circulated among a number of 
top femme film stars in an effort 
to recruit them for hospital stints. 

Pentagon powwow was followup 
on recent Hollywéod huddle of 
George Murphy and Stan Richard- 
son, Hollywood Coordinating Com- 
mittee, USO board chairman Abe 
Lastfogel, and Col. Goetz. Under- 
stogd that Lastfogel promised Hoi- 
lywood Volunteer Committee more 
money for use in building variety 
shows around star names. Side tal- 
ent has to be paid, but current al- 
lotment to committee is said to be 
a mere £50,000. 


15% as Sponsor's 
Bit on M&L Tour 


Martin & Lewis will start a tour 
of one-nighters Oct. 23 in Wash- 
ington, Duo will follow with stands 
in Providence, New Haven, Spring- 
field, Montreal, Toronto, Troy, 
Schenectady, Syracuse and New- 
ark 





Comics will be getting $10,000 
guarantee against 60% of the 
gross. 





Sponsor’s Mont’l Setup 
Montreal, Aug. 19. 

Percentage of profit for pro- 
moter or sponsors who have 
booked the Martin & Lewis one- 
night show will be among the 
smallest in history. The comics, 
playing Maple Leaf Gardens here 
Oct. 27, are guaranteed $10,000 
against 60% of the gross, with 
sponsoring organization paying 
25% rental to the auditorium. 
Thus the promoter is left with a 
15°o margin out of which comes 
advertising and other expenses. 

Although the margin is small 
percentagewise, it’s expected that 
the profits will be fairly heavy 
inasmuch as top grosses ere ex- 
pected. 


Clarabell, Billy Gilbert — 
Head Ohio State Fair 


Columbus, Aug. 19. 
Clarabell, the “Howdy Doody” 
clown, and sneezing Billy “ilbert 
will headline the “State Fair 
Follies” to appear at the grand- 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 
Deal has been sewed up for Billy 
| Eckstine to play a nitery in his 





stand during the eight-day Ohio 


oy Fair which opens Friday 


(22). “Fair Follies” is booked by 


/hometown for the first time. He’s| the Gus Sun office. 


| Vogue Terrace for last three nights 
of this week (21-23). 
| Booking was made possible 
| thfough Eckstine’s entry in the Na- 
tional Negro Open golf tourna- 
‘ment, which will be played here at 
| South Park next week. 
Harry Hendel, nabe theatre own- 
;er here, gave Eckstine his start 


been booked by George Claire's | 


Klein attractions will present 
“Circus Follies” the last four days 
of the fair in the dual entertain- 
ment lineup. 


Mahalia’s Europe Trek 


Gospel singer Mahalia Jackson 
‘will do a six-week tour of Europe 
|this summer. She'll start in Paris 








'tomorrow (Thurs.). Bracken may | years ago when he put him in front | Oct. 26. 


| follow with other vaude stands. 
William Morris Agency is book- 
ing. < 





| of a band at the Savoy Ballroom in 
| the Hill district, which Hendel was 
lalso operating. 


Negro songstress will play one- 
night stands in France, Italy and 
the Scandinavian countries. 
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AGVA Delays Action Vs. Mortimer 
As Scribe Snubs Board Meeting 


Battle between N.Y. Mirror ni- 
tery columnist Lee Mortimer, au- 
thor of the “Confidential” series 
with Mirror editor Jack Lait, and 
the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists has been* put into mothballs 
temporarily while union attorneys 
study the situation 

Mortimer, who was asked to 
come before the N.Y. branch board 
on Monday (18) to be questioned 
for writing unflattering items about 
the union, refused to make an ap- 
pearance there and notified AGVA 
of this intent via a letter sent by 
his attorney, Hyman I. Fischbach. 


Board, in its deliberations Mon- | 


day, ducked the issue and sent the 


missive to Silverstone & Rosenthal, | 


union’s counsel, for further study. 


Mortimer’s refusal may result, 
ultimately, in revocation of chis 
AGVA card on charges of conduct 


Chicago's 


NEW LAWRENCE 
i, HOTEL 




























Swimming Pool— 
Restaurant — Cock - 
tail Lounge — 400 
Medern Kitehenette 
Apts, and leep- 
ing Reoms (afl with 
Tub and Shower) 
—Modern Appoint- 
ments —Overlooking 
Lake and Park. 
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FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 
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Now Appearing 
CASINO BLANKENBERGE 
Belgium 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PARIS 
Saonemnaten 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
BILLY 


ctasons FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service / the Stars) 


35 ISSUES $ 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
(Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) 
@ 3 Bks. at book $10 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
HOW TO masTas sie CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $3. 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. werih acer @ thousand 
BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 





unbecoming a member, and placed | 


(on the unfair list. Columnist has 


emceed shows in the N.Y. State) now display is readied around | 


borscht belt. Beckman & Pransky 
books him. e 
Mortimer’s attorney charged 
that AGVA proposed to interrogate 
the columnist without “formulating 
and presenting to Mr. Mortimer 
charges of any nature or kind 
whatsoever, and when your atten- 


tion was called to the fact that} 


your proceedings in effect were 
wholly violative of law and equiva- 
lent to those of a drumhead court- 
martial or a kangaroo court, you 
informed Mr. Mortimer that there 
had not yet been a determination 
to prefer charges against him and 
you insisted, nevertheless, you had 
|a right to interrogate him.” 
| Fischbach’s letter also stated 
ithat “prominent members of your 
committee, despite Mr. Mortimer’s 
objections, otherwise conducted 
themselves in a manner which 





made perfectly clear your pur- 
|; poses and objectives beyond those | 
| authorized to your organization by | 
| law, 

| “Your communication of Aug. 7 
|now requests that Mr. Mortimer 
|appear before you on Aug. 18, 
11952, ‘without counsel and with- 
out a stenographer.’ You are ad- 
vised that under the circumstances, 
Mr. Mortimer will not attend on 
the basis of the request contained 
in your communication. You are 
also advised that any proceedings 
on the part of your organization 
with respect to Mr, Mortimer 
which are violative of law or in 
any wise tend to impinge upon his 
rights will, if undertaken by you, 
subject you and such of your of- 
ficers, directors or other personnel 
who participate therein, to prompt 


$|and appropriate legal proceedings 


for such redress as the law may 
afford.” 


Letter came after Mortimer ap- 
peared at an AGVA board meeting 
Aug. 4 with his attorney and a 
stenographer. Board felt that it 
wanted to question the columnist 
alone. 

In “U. S. A. Confidential’ Morti- 
mer and Lait called the union a 
“loose” organization. Mortimer at 
various times has taken potshots 
at the organization in the Mirror. 


Ethel Smith’s Organ 
Recital of ‘Dear’ Paree 


Organist Ethe! Smith ‘has been 
signed for the Ritz Carlton, Atlan- 
tic City, starting Aug. 26, on a 
guarantee and percentage basis. 
| She recently returned from a Con- 
tinental tour on which, she states, 
she earned “nearly 2,000,000 francs 
but had to cash travelers’ checks 
| for boat tips.” 

Miss Smith states she retired for 
the night in one Paris hotel at one 
rate and awoke with another 
(higher, natch!), She also cited the 
case of a French organ dealer who 
contracted to bring her equipment 
back from Monte Carlo in tife 
for two galas at Deauville. Miss 
| Smith was forced to cancel these 
| dates because the dealer failed to 
_keep his end of the contract. She 
was threatened with a law suit as a 

















result. 





Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
Ouplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Ties 


JACK DENTON 


WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN 


(Slightly higher West 
of the Rockies) 





















Organist suspected that the deal- 
er thought he could lose track of 
the equipment and she would be 
forced to leave it in his custody 
after she sailed. Préwar organs 
rent fer $20 daily in France. 

Miss Smith said she’s been asked 
to do a repeat tour in France next 
season, “but who wants to wrestle 
with hand-kissing pickpockets?” 


Chase, St. Loo, Bookings 
St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

Frank Sinatra has been paeted 
by the Chase Club for one week 
starting Oct. 3, with music by Jack 
Fina’s orch. It will be the sing- 
er’s debut at this spot. 

The cafe relights for the 1952- 
53 season Sept. 19 with a three- 
week frame for Mindy Carson. 
Mario & Floria and the Johnny 








Long orch. The Starlight Roof 

















IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO'S L 
near the Chicago, Harris, Selwyn — 
Erianger Theatres, and adjacent to all 
television stations it’s the 


RANCROFT HOTEL 


oe Ww. Randoiph St. . Franklin 2-4740 
Special Rates for Show Folk 
Newly Decorated New Management 





will shutter after a three-week en- 

|Sagement of Mary Mayo, Dick 
| Buckley and Henry Jerome's orch, 
| Which starts Aug. 29. 








| Billy Bishop orch has opened an 
,indef engagement on the Pleasure 





| Pier, Galveston, following Tommy 





Reed bend into the spot. 


‘N.Y. Copa Loses Sinatra 








Martini Planning Tour 
For N.Y. French Casino’ 


Plans are underway to tour the 
current show at the French Ca- 
sino, N. Y. Nachat Martini, op- 
erator, is slated to return to 





a — 
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Riviera ~ 
stint at the N.Y. Copacabana. Car- 


France shortly to begin casting an-|ter, on this trip, indicated that he 


other layout for the spot. 


Christmas, Martini hopes to have) 
circuited the current program | 
around the vaude and 
routes. 

French Casino, which opened 
July 4, is holding its own. Spot 
has survived one of. the hottest | 
summers in many years, and losses | 
have been held down to a level! 
which will enable the cafe to hold} 
on for some time. French Casino 
is on the site of Billy Rose’s Dia- | 
mond Horseshoe. 


nitery | 
| 





As 3d Headliner to Switch 
e e 3 - . 
To Bill Miller’s Riviera 

The Copacabana, N. Y., lost a| 
third headliner to Bill Miller’s| 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., when Frank | 
Sinatra pacted for the Jersey spot} 
to open Sept. 5 for two weeks and 
three days. Previous toppers who 
have shifted from the Copa to Mill- 
er’s roadhouse were Tony Martin 
and Lena Horne. 

Transfer is believed to stem 
from the fact that, although sal- 
aries are similar, the Copa’s three- 
show-nightly policy suffers com- 
parison against the Riviera’s two 
shows. Latter, however, runs a 
third frolic on occasional Satur- 
days and holidays. The Szonys will 
be on the Sinatra layout. 

Swooner was originally slated to 
open Sept. 4, but that would have 
conflicted with the Joe E. Lewis 
preem at the Copa. Sinatra will 
follow the Riviera with the Latin 
Casino, Philadelphia, and _ the 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis. He’s now 
booked by the William Morris 
Agency. 


HOLIDAY, N.Y., SETS 
‘NIGHT IN HAVANA’ 


The Holiday Theatre, N. Y., is 
set to resume units next Tuesday 
(26) with “A Night in Havana,” 
which played through most of the 
season at the Clover Club, Miami. 
Unit is in for two weeks and op- 
tions and will include Juancito & 
Mercedes, Peggy Genders, June 
Tomack, Dolores Harper Dancers, 
and Nanci Darken. Five other acts 
are to be set. Kenneth Later 
Agency set the deal. 

The Holiday, which recently 
housed Frank Sennes’ version of 
“Peep Show,” will embark on a 
new policy following run of “Ha- 
vana,” which was staged by Car- 
lyle, who formerly produced at 
the Sans Souci, Havana. Michael 
Rose, who has been named house 
producer by operator Israel Zat- 
kin, will install a stock policy with 
weekly changes of headliners. 
Plans call for a two-hour run of 
shorts, newsreels and cartoons be- 
tween stageshows. There will be 
no feature pix. Four shows daily 
with early admissions pegged at 
99c are planned. 

The Holiday, in recent months, 
has been playing an increasing 
amount of  stage-shows. Spot 
opened “Bagels and Yox” some 
time ago, and then went into a deal 
with Sennes on “Peep Show.” 
With Rose entering the picture, a 
steady diet of stagers is in view. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake., N. Y., Aug. 19. 











Summer flashes on our Main | @ 


Stem; Bill Morris at Saranac Lake 
summer theatre to see “The Bat.” 
Kate Smith eating up the exhibits 
at Town Hall antique show. Dr. 
Edgar Mayer, Cornell Medical Cen- 
ter professor and _theatricai 
medico, tanning himself at Camp 
Kildare. Mrs? William “Mother” 
Morris outbidding everyone for an 
antique copper tray of German 
origin at the antique sale for bene- 
fit of local hospital. 

Eddie (IATSE) Stott, who left 
here some time ago, was in for a 
checkup and got that green light 

Joe (UA) Phillips shot into the 
general hospital for thoracoplasty 
operation, took it like a veteran 
and is resting in comfort at the 
Vv. C. hospital. He was visited by 
Francis*and Thomasina Phillips 
who motored in from Long Island. 

‘vi"’ Phillips shot in from N. Y. 
to visit the V. C. hospital to relay 
greetings from Joe Laurie, Jr., to 
this mugg and many of the gang. 





Write to those who are ill, 


When |can do a fine job in this room. Ini- 


tially he went into his new stuff. 
but apparently there was a wide 
gap between the comic and the 


lerowd. He lowered the sights by 


several notches and the audience 
started rolling. Carter was on for 
about an hour and for the greater 
part. of it got the maximum audi- 
ence response. Once he established 


rapport. with the congregation, he | 


was able to put in the new stuff, 
which looks like material deserving 
of a long run in his catalog. The 
comic took several encores before 
retiring. 

Miss Arden, who moved from 
band vocalist to name status via 
disks, similarly proves her mettle 
on this floor. Her rhythm tunes 
have spirit and. there are times 
when her ballads show delicacy. 
She mixes her moods to maintain 
interest and variety. 

In the slow number category, an 
oldie, “Nearness of You,” and “Take 
My Heart” bring vigorous response 
from the crowd. Miss Arden also 
shows up nicely on ‘‘Kiss of Fire.” 
She walks off a distinct hit here. 

Also in the comedy mood, Harry 

immo brings a fresh note. This 
small Chaplinesque figure made his 
U.S. debut recently at the Chateau 
Madrid. He’s an Italian import who 
came here via Cuba and has es- 
tablished. himself in the Latin 
American countries. 

Mimmo is a pantomimist with a 
heavy grain of originality. He’s one 
of the more accomplished dance 
mimics, lampooning terpers of var- 
ious nationalities. His rib of the 
German hoofers starts off mildly, 
but soon develops into a vigorous 
goosestep. Most of his dances, 
however, have comedic overtones 
readily appreciated by the audi- 
ence. There are some subtleties 
which do not carry to the far 
reaches of the room, but he still 
projects sufficiently to put him o 
the plus side. . 

Rest of the bill carries over with 
Art Johnson on the vocals and the 
Cabots (3) in the production danc- 
ing. Latter troupe is now proving 
proficient in these chores, having 
progressed considerably since they 
started here at the beginning of 
the season. The Arden-Fletcher 
line routines hold up well. The 
Walter Nye and Pupi Canfpo orchs 
provide the dance music and show- 
backing. Jose, 





Cafe Gala, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 14. 
Jane Jones, Mel Henke Trio, 
Jean Arnold, Frank Howard, Don 
Sheffey; $3.50 minimum. 





There’s a lot of show here for 
the size of the room and in spite 
of the table tariff, it sets one won- 
déring how Jim Dolan can keep 
the black above the red. True, 
none of the acts is any great shakes 
along the county strip nitery belt, 
but it’s the kind of entertainment 
these habitues like. 

Everything has a hop and a bop 
to it, with a purplish tinge to salt 
down gamey appetites. Jane Jones 
takes top billing and it’s quite a 
load she totes, more than 300 
pounds of it. She’s an old cam- 
paigner at this end of town and 
long a favorite with the late crowd. 
She pumps up a fairly good song 
but the pipes are beginning to 
show signs of rust. This being an 
era of muscle singers, she lets go 
with all stops out and like all big 
gals, inevitably pours hard and 
strong with “Some of These Days.” 
The inference is unmistakable. 

Mel Henke trio of piano, bass 
and guitar specializes in off-beat 
boogie and whomps up jump 
rhythms. Henke’s lips move with 
the speed of his keyboard fingering 
d the pounding too often drowns 
out the stringsiders. 

Jean Arnold is billed as “the 
brightest comedienne discovered in 
years.” That she isn’t. Better ma- 
terial for her songs would help. 
She’s a lively one, however, with 
tall timbre in her voice. 

As baritones go, Frank Howard 
can travel “The Glory Road” with 
most of them. His voice booms, but 
no stronger than Jones’ or Arnold’s. 
Don Sheffey, on the accomp side, is 
the only one who doesn’t blast. His’ 
pianistics are intime and soothe 
the room’s jangle. Helm. 


Mapes Skyroom, Reno 
Reno, Aug. 15. 
Three Suns, Giselle & Francois 
Szony, Skylettes (8), Eddie Fitz- 
patrick Orch (9), no cover or mini- 
mum. 





The Three Suns make their sec- 
ond appearance in this room, and 
are playing to a consistently 
large and enthusiastic audience. 


Night Club Reviews 


Centinued from page 52 















Identifying theme a er 

Time” gets them aboard at 
friendly reception, and first — 
is a Peggy Lee type “[0\ er” thee 
gallops faster and faster = 





about six choruses through 

“All the Things You Are” wit 
pleasant voicing by Artie iki 
organist, starts romantic mo™ 
| Then an unusual “Jet” gq et Sa 
| Morty Nevin on both adi on . 
and piano. Parody on e!} “p 
| from “Army Air Corps” to “ou. 
| the Rainbow” is a routine a’ 
| the plight of the three with iu 
| girls, stranded in a baleo; — 
_ Giselle and Franco: Szony ar 
impressive in the most refing d be 
| graceful dancing Skyroom has ever 
seen. Handicapped =” ae 
which only affords ringsiders 


proper view, they nevertheless 
sock over with effortless grace 
Brother and sister glide through 
an ethereal entry, change to a 
bright “Tea for Two” routine. and 
end with a Spanish number. Their 
ballet stints are perfection 


Macu., 
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JAY MARSHAL 


has returned to 
Las Vegas to visit 
his money. 


Currently 5th Week 
Hotel 
Thunderbird 


Thanks to HAL BRAUDIS 








Management 


MARK LEDDY 
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THE CHORDS 


Instrumentalists without Instruments 
AUG. 18-24, SIOUX FALLS, 
$O. DAKOTA FAIR 
Midwest Club Dates and Fairs! 
HARRY GREBEN 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Direction: G.A.C. 














THE VIKINGS 
Current 
GLEN CASINO 





YANN 
New OFAN 









WHEN IN BOSTON 
It’s the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington 5ts. 
The Home of Show Folk 


—_—_—_—_—_—— 
OPPORTUNITY . . . fora 


GOOD ENTERTAINER . . - 
te operate « beautiful nae 
lounge seating over 100 persons 
new oceanfront Miami Beach hotel. 
Box B 3293, Variety. 154 
West 46th St., New York 36, N. Y. 


——<—<—<—$<$<— $< __ 


DANCE HALL 
FOR LEASE 


Outstandi corner location Times Square. 
N.Y. Accommodates ever 1,200, Very fine 
dance floor. Air-conditioned. 


DAVID JARET CO. — 
15@ Montague St.. B*ktyn UL 2-5000 
se Se ] 
“Best Comedy Bits 
Five Acts of Comedy for Ty, velit oe 
lah Clee Eaten Pantomime. 
_ Price Five Dollars 


A. GUY VISK WRITING ENTERPRISES 


=> ‘The’ Mirthplace of Show Biz) 
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“ |. whammo, and no less 
important than his act itself 
is the projection and obvious 
assurance with which he does 
his delineations.” 


KAHN, 
VARIETY 


“Stops every show — stardust 
sprinkled all over him.” 


ED SULLIVAN, 
Daily News 


“Tops in town: Sonny How- 
ard... at the Copa.” 


DOROTHY KILGALLEN, 
Journal-American 


“The surprise of the show is 
Howard.” 


EARL WILSON, 
New York Post 























© The Critics Applaud e 


sa 


...a genuine talent, a genu- 
ine hit, backed by an excel- 
lent voice . . . pulled tremen- 
dous hands time and time 
again...” 
BILL SMITH, 
Billboard 


“Sonny Howard, a new sing- 
er, is pretty much what they 
said he was... he is terrific.” 


LEE MORTIMER, 
Daily Mirror 


“Sonny Howard merits a half 

dozen encores .. . devastat- 

ing. 
FRANK FARRELL, 
World-Telegram and Sun 


4a 


“Sonny Howard, whose in- 
gratiating impressions of 
singing luminaries are de- 
lightful . . . endeared himself 
to me.” 
HY GARDNER, 
Herald Tribune 


* SONNY HOWARD - 





Publicity 
FRANCES E. KAYE & CO. 
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Direction 


“THE SONGMAN”--CO-STARRING at 


COPACABANA 


NEW YORK 
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WEEK OF 
er full 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (FM) Fanchon 
(L) Loew: (M) Moss; (P) Param 


WR) Wa 


ount; a Ry (S$) Stoll; 


VARIETY BILLS. 


AUGUST 20 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


‘Cr) Tivolls tw! Werner? 


er split week 


er Reade 








New York City 
Music Hall (1) 21 
Roger King Mozian 
Moscelyn Larkin 
Roger Calder 
Patricia Rayney 
Bob Williams 
Chick Chester 
William Maun 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 

Patace (R) 22 
George Kirby 
Raloh & Lorraine 
3 Hollidays 
Nicholas & Haley 
Jaywa'kers 
Kuda Bux 
Vic Ch»ries 
Carla & #ernando 

Dancers 
Portmount (P) 20 
Elliot Lawrence Ore 


Don Cornell 

Mickey Deems 

4 Evan 

Trudy i. cnards 
Roxy (i) 22 

Mel ori > 

Elliott Reid 

Tom & Jerry 

Arnold S*-<a 

B: \ *<nson 

ABERDIIN ($ BD) 

Capito! “3 Only 

Asylum ‘'>orrors 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 22 
Frances La.gford 


Bobbie Sherman 
a to filb 
FARGO (N D) 
Farge (P) 27 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 
GRAND FORKS 
(N D> 


Asylum of Horrors 


JAMESTOWN (S D) 
Grand (P) 21 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 


MINOT (N D) 
Strand (P) 23 Only 
Asylum of Horrors 

PHILADELPHIA 
Mastbaum (W) 18 
Dean Martin & 

Jerry Lewis 
Kitty Kallen 
Mayo Bros 
Dick Stabile 
Barr & Estes 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Paramount (P) 22 
Lionel Hampton Bd 
Ann Nichols 
Toyley Hamner 
Sunny Parker 
Arnold Dover 
Rosetta Perry 
Los Gatos 

WASHINGTON 

Capito! (L) 21 
Kitzeli 
Chandra Kaly Co 
Jeanne Charlebeis 





Gene Archer 


AUSTRALIA 


ADELAIDE 

Royal (T) 18 
Jimmy Han!'ey 
Babs Mack’ nnon 
Rosemary Miller 
June Lanse! 
Valerie Keast 
Robert Levis 

MELBOURNE 


Tivoli (T) 18 
Tommy Trinder 
4 Botonds 
Halam: & Konarski 
Prof Olgo 
Carl Ames 
Royston MacGregor 
Harry Moreny 
Tony L°™ 1d 
Peter 
4 Singin: Girls 
2 Show Cirls 
4 Dancin” Boys 
12 Ador:)'cs 


SYDNEY 
Tivoli (7) 1 
Mara & Maurice 
3 Daresco 





~ yLewe & Ladd 


Guy Nelson 
Renita Kramer 
Bouna 

Overbury & Suzette 
Sonya Corbeau 

12 Show Giris 


et 
NEW ZEALAND 
Christchurch 
Tivoli (T) 18 
Armand Perren 
Fayes 3 
Pat Gregory 
Gerd Bjornstad 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
Terry Scanlon 
Guus Brox & Myrna 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome ii) 8 
Harry Rowson 
Ian Haynes 
Les Zentays 
Valentine Cirls 
Jimmy Kidd & June 
Peter Broughton 
Joan Price 
Johnny Critchley 
Val Cuive 


BIRM NGOHAM 
Hippodr-me (mM) 18 
Martell S 
Jane Morzan 
Elton Hayes 
Richm:" *kson 


Jack Radcli‘te 4 
4 Jays & June 
Nat Gone!l'a Co 


Skylons 
BLACKPOOL 
Opera House (I) 18 
Lester ‘“er#uson 
Terry-Tocmos 
Sem>ri: 
Dandy Bros 
Harry Biley 
Pamela NW 
Corps de © !et 
Regercy © 
Albert Marland 


Magyar D-ncers 
20 Tiller Girls 
Roof Top Lovcties 
Palace (1) 18 
Gwen Liddle 
Jimmy James Co 
B & J Clyde 
ic Williams 
Angelos 
ictor Seaforth 
arsony Bros 
lien Bros & June 
ower Circus (1) 18 
Cairoli & Paul 
ie’s Lions & 
Tigers 


ose Gold 3 
ezzi Bros 
ie’s Horses & 


Zebras 
gge Sis 
osca de Lao 
ie’s Lippizanas 
ackie Lupescu 
veras 
Knie’s Animal 
Carouse! 
nean's Collies 
ocker’s Bears 
jie’s Bob: Ele- 
phants 
pee Jimmy 
immy Scott 
Annette’s Circusette 
Winter Gardens 
@ 18 
Frasers Harmonica 


o 
eddie Sales 
lici Puppets 
ae & Tamara 
McCormack 
thleen Gray 
reen Hinton 
Beau Belles 
mnie Ronalde 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (mM) 18 
ep River Boys 
eggy Cavell 
porris & Cowley 
ryl Orde 
Eva May Wong 
-4 Plummer 
Sterlines 
BRISTOL 
Empire (|) 18 
rank O'Br.en 
ack Maver 
8 Trois 
D’Artognans 
eggy Stone 


ordon Night Birds 


ckey Howard 
ne Bruce 
Tr 


} Humphreys 
rgraves 


Hippodrome (S$) 18 

Al Read 

Mary Naylor 

St Denis Bros & 
ar 

Lionel King 

Eddie Gordon & 
Nancy 

Allen & Lee 

Johnson Clark 

Hal Mack Co 

Tommy Mitchell 

BRIXTON 


Empress (1) 18 
Hal Blue 
Georges & Dorina 
S & P Kaye 
Forsyth & Caivert 
Magyar Ballet 

CHELSEA 

Palace (i) 18 
Leo Franklin 
Margary Fleeson 
Glen Melvyn 
Ian Gardiner 
Laurie Adair 

CHISWICK 

Empire (S) 18 
Bartlett & Ross 
Kenne Lucas 
Jones & Foss 
Les Symmetricals 
2 Pirates 


EAST HAM 

Granada (1) 18 
Cawalanis Dogs 
Winston Foxwell 
Les Valettos 
Delmondi 
Chikolas 
Alberto & Rice 

Palace (1) 18 
Jack Anton 
David eg & Mrs 


Pauline Terrie 
Syd Raymond 
HACKNEY 

Empire (S) 18 

Terry O'Neill 

Cooper Twins 

Dixie Rose 

Phil Darban & 
Wendy 








Hans Bela & Mary 
Musics’ ?ardoes 
,eens 
Empire (Mm) 18 
G Mitchel! Choir 
| Jimmy Clitheroe 
| Karina 
| Arthur White 
| Vadio & Hertz 
Sonny Burke 
Rexanos 
|} Jon lev 
LEICESTER 
Prince (S) 18 
Carroll Levis Co 
Viola Pretty 
Teen Avers 
2 Kellwv 
LINCOLN 
Roy*i (1) 18 
Alyce Dev 
| Billy Wells 
| Jackie Todd 
|}Haynes & Gardiner 
| Meltones 
|B & B Adams 
Audrey Monn 
Dave Sterr 
Vocalaires 
Funfair ‘dor hles 
LIVERPOOL 
Mmpire (M) 18 
|; Suear Chile 
Robinson 
oe Bros 
filson Keppel 
Betty = s 


e ors 





Len Young 

Joe King 
Harry Worth 
Will Carr Co 
Frances Duncan 
Rex & ssie 


Dakota (P) 26 Only) 


\ LONDON 
Palladium (M) 18 

Frankie Laine 
Arthur Blake 
Marquis Family 
Nanci Crompton 
Jo Jac & Joni 
Reverhos 

| Scott meng 
Palladium irls 
Skyrockets Orc 


MANCHESTER 


Derek Roy 

| Eve Boswell 

|3 Faleons 
Downey & Daye 
Charles Stephen 
Nanette Dubrey 
Eddie Myles 
Whiteley. Girls 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 18 


Ray Alan 

Issy Bonn 
Skating Sayers 
Piddingtons 
Tommy Jover Ce 
Harry Tate Jr 
Jill & Odette 


PORTSMOUTH 

Royal (M) 18 
Josef Locke 
Herschel Henlere 
Leslie Randall 
Paula Coutts 
Dick Calkin 
Iris Sadler 
Niberco Bros 
Linda & Lana 


SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 18 
Cecil Sheridan 
Noel Talbot 
Joy Brennan 
Stephen Black 
Joe O'Reilly & 
Tommy 
Micky Reid 
Evelyn Henry 
Maxoms Shamrocks 
2 M’s 
Gass & Keegan 


Hippedrome (S$) 18+ 





SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (Ss) 18 
Jehnnie Lockwood 

Susan Scott 
Maureen Comfort 
Terry Trent 
Anton Petrof 
Blakeman 3 


Al Gillyon e 

Crochet 

Stevano 
SUNDERLAND 


Empire (M) 18 


El Granadas & 
Peter 

Agnette & Silvio 

Earl & Oscar 

Ballet Mon’m-rtre 

SWANSEA 

Empire (Mm) 18 

Gladys Morgan 

Hall Norman & 


Charlie Clapham 

Fred Lovelle 

Les Ricards 

Maurice French & 
Joy 

Alan Clive 

2 Lens 


HAMPTON 
Hippodrome (i) 18 
Ossie Morris 
Rita Page 
Maurice Keary 
Vic Silver 
Rhoda Diane 
Don Stevens 
Dancing Kingettes 
Burgess Bros 

WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 18 
Stargazers 
Forsythe & Seamon 
Woods & Jarrett 
Benson Dulay Co 
Les ngiers 
Nat Hepe 





2 Yolandas 
Merle & Marie 








Cabaret Bills: 








Birdiana 
Sarah Vaughan 
Slim Gaillard 


Portia Nelson 
Orson Bean 
Larkin Trie 
Copacabana 
Al Bernie 
Senny Howard 
Peter Hanley 
Gali Gali 
The Cerneys, 
Lauri Layton 
M Durso wre 
Milt Page 
El Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Ruth Vera 
Ramonita y Leon 
Los Xey 
Enrique Vizcane O 
Eduardo Roy 
Embers 
Barbara Carroll 3 
French Casine 
Ginette Wander 
Harry Seguela 
Jane Laste 
Laura Tunisi 
Dominique 
Dassie Bros 
Buddy Clayton 
Gordon Hamilton 
Vincent Travers 
Havana-Madrid 
Rene Touzet 
Lupino & Urbine 
Jose Curbelo Ore 
H AmpbDassado 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Astor 
_—— Cavallaro 


Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 

Michael Kent Ore 

Hote! Edison 
Henry Jerome Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins O 
Eevmayas & Brent 
r 


ma 
Jack Raffloer 
Joan Walden 
Adrian Rolini frio 


Hotel Roosevelt 

| Lenny Herman Ore 
Hotel St Regis 

Milt Shaw Orc 

Horace Diaz Ore 
Village Barn 

Doree & Bill Post 

| Al Ferguson 





NEW YORK CITY 


i@ielen Halpin 
b Carver 
Arthur Warren Orc 
Village Vanguara 
Robert Clary 
Syivia Syms 
Clarence Williams 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Chavales de Espana 
Trini 


M Ross 
Collette Fleuriot 
Marilyn Hightower 
Andre Philippe 
Art Waner Orc 


Eddie Davis 
Jo Ann Morris 
Cook Sisters 
Oliver Ders 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Paula Stewart 
Herb Corey - 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Id Roumantan 
ie Banks 
Jackie Phillips “~ 
Marvin 


E 

Eli Spivak 
Mischa Usdanoff 
Michel Michon 
Kostya Poliansky 


Versaiiles 
Mary Small 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Wivel 
Sal Noble 
Bob Lee 


M1A4MI-MIAMI BEACH 


Allison Hotel 


Milt Roberts Ore 
| Clover Club 
| Jackie Miles 
Nov-Elites (3) 
Norma Parker 
Winn Seeley 
lay 
Tony Lopez Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
| Collazito Ore 
| Sonia 
Larry Girard 
Delmonice 
; Jack Almeda 
; Crayton & Lopez 
Carlos & Melisa Ore 
El Mamba 
George Mann 





|Latin-American Rev | 


Lao & Minerva 

| Five O'Clock 

| Martha Raye 

| Kirby Stone Quistet 

| Ben Yost 5 

Len Dawson Ore 
Frolic Club 

| Kathie McCoy 

jew Charles Ore 

Lombard 

Don Baker Ore 

Henry Taylor 

Julio & Mae 


Martinique Hotei 
nolo & Ethe! 
Danny Yates Ore 

Rose & Paul 
Vincents 
Monte Carlo 
Day & Alva 
Arne Barnett 3 
FP Hotel 
n oungman 
The Bradys «2 
Freddy Calo Ore 
Rendezvous 
Bobby Lucas 
The Musicats 


_ Paddock Club 
Iris Adrian 
Flash Lane 
Rozanne 
Connie Del Monte 
Ernie Bell Ore 
San Marino Hotel 
Mac Pepper 
The Jesters 

Gaiety Club 

Len E. Ross 
Olga Barrett 
Lori Iris 
Georgia Peech 
Che-Che 
Lynn Clayton 
Gaiety Girls 


Johnina Hotel 





The Palmers 
Jock Murphy 








Mary Peck 
& Carlas 
y+ a se ar — Ore 
Babe ae Pregeses pe os 
ursed, Senses Neil Stone Revue 
ie 
a Chi-Chi Laverne 
Larry Seldin Ders | Jamie Lynn 
Charlotte Winters 
Sans Souci Hote) | Kenny Lynn 
Shine & Stone is Club 
Vagabond 
Chris Columbo Vagabonds (4 
Eddie = N 
Sacasas Phil to 
Ann Herman Decrs | Bopbie Drake 
Frank Linale Ore 
Ph Arnold River Boat Trio 
Val Olman Orc Harbor Club 
Tano & Dee Joe Mooney 
Michael Selker Orc‘ Charlie Page 
CHICAGO 


Chez Paree 
Milton Berie 
Fatso Marco 
Sid Gary 
Lily Ann Carol 
Leonard Sues 
Son & Sonny 
Leiage & Shirley 
Mountaineers (3) 
Johnny Martin 
Werner Twins 
Chez Adorabies (6) 
Brian Farnon Orc 


Conrad Hilten Hot! 





Philip Fraser 
Terry Taylor 
Donald Tobin 
George Zak 
Boulevar-dears (6) 
Frankie Masters O 
Edgewater Beach 
Ralph Flanagan Orc 
Harry Prime 
Kathy Sweeney 
Chordia] Aires (5) 
Trixie 


Roger Ray 
Hild Dancers (10) 


pace nge Palmer House 
Diana Grafton Mati & Hari and 
Charies & Lucille Co @ : 
Cavanaugh Noonan & Marshall 
Dennis & Darlene | Estelle Loring 
n ers George Prentice 
Yvonne Broder Eddie O’Neal orc 
LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hote! 
Freddy Martin Orc 
Stuart Wade ; 


Nancy Andrews 
Felix Decola 


Benno Rubinyi 
Eddie Bradford Orc 


8B Gray’s Bandbox 
Kent 


Howe 





Biltmore Hotel 
Penny Singleton 
Walton & O’Rourke 
Les Bassie Trio 

Cafe Gale 
Jane Jones 
Frank Howard 
Sean Arnold 
Mel Henke Trio 

Ciro’s 


Peggy Ryan & 
Ray McDonald 
Rese Marie 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Bobby Ramoa Ore 
mbe 


Moca 
Billy Danie) 
Byron . Palmer 
j ver 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Flaminge 
Spike Jones Rev 


€i Cortez 


Jimmy Sisco 

Jean Deviyn Girls 
Si Orc 
Don ker 





€i Ranche Vegas 
Billy Daniels 


Ted Fio Rite orch 
Silver Slipper 

Woo Woo Stevens 

Kalantan 

Hank Henry 

Rooneys 

La Barr Leonard 

Dw. 


Johnny O’Brien — 
K Duffy Dansations 
Normandie ys 


.Al Jahns orc 





New 





Acts 





CLEOPATRA (4) 
Magic 


9 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 


Cleopatra wears a white, shim- 
mering, s.a. gown, and works with 
an undulating rhythm that sug- 
gests tantalizingly that this is what 
the original Cleopatra must have 


been like. 


The magical version of 


Cleopatra thus contributes some 
interesting moments for the varie- 
ties, if not always in the magic de- 


partment. 


She has two femmes 


and one mgle assisting with the 


props. 


This runet 


temptress goes 


through the standard tricks of the 
kerchiefs that mystifyingly become 
unknotted, the disappearing poul- 
try, the switched gals in the trunk, 
etc., all done with reasonable mys- 


tification, except for 


the wiggle | 


of Cleopatra’s derriere. That is no | 


mystery at all. 


Kahn. 





BUZZ BOLTON 
Dancing-Juggling 
6 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 


Buzz Bolton, Negro hoofer who 
combines some adept juggling with | 
fair terp routines, adds up to a 
good novelty turn for vaude or TV. 


| In opening the bill at the Apollo, 


N. Y., he clicked handily. 
Garbed in strawhat, white coat 


derway to some conventional step- 
ping. He then produces three balls 


and juggles 


with his footwork. Gilb..- 





Mrs. Johnnie Ray Ill 
* Buffalo, Aug. 19. 


piratory infection. 


The former Marilyn Morrison 
was reported badly in need of rest 
following an extended tour with 


her husband since their marriage | q) 
She’s the daughter of | th 
(Holywood) 
Charles Morrison. 


in May. 
Mocambo 





‘em simultaneously | 


| 
| 


Palace, N. Y¥: 


Flo & Ted Vallett, Gene Jamae, 
ings & Their 

Ladies (6), Fanny & ee! Watson, 
e Pitch- 

men (3), Louis & Oliver Sisters 
(3); “Son of Ali Baba” (U), re- 
ARIETY issu® of Aug. 


Johnny Woods, The K 


Cleopatra & Co. (4), 


viewed in 
13, ’52. 





The Palace has come up with 
one of its more enterprising en- 
tertainments in this eight-act bill. 
It has a neat mixture of standard 
turns with some unfamiliars, the 
including 
such names as the Watson Sisters, 
the Valletts, Johnny Woods and 


standard performers 


The Pitchmen. 


Flo & Ted Vallett are a socko 
opening with their manipulation 
of the batons, and their stunts, 
as always, have a marked display 


of ‘showmanship. 


‘Gene Jamae, a kid harmonica 
player, has an unusual stage pres- 
ence for one of his youth, and 
he gets a nifty hand with his dex- 
trous musicalizing. His topper is 
Blue,” as an encore. 
Youngster is attired in short pants 
and open-collared shirt, emphasiz- 
ing his moppetry, and it all goes 


“Rhapsody in 


over with the crowd. 


Woods, with his impressions of 
n:me personalities, keeps up the 
bill’s entertainment values with his 


personality and varied abilities. 


The Kings & Their Ladies are 
a five-woman, one-man act in the 
and 
they’re the weak spots with a turn 
jthat’s hardly any different from 
other aets of this type. They’re 

rhaps need addi- 
me on this bill to 
show off their real values, since 
ti .y’re on much too briefly to do 


East Indian dance motif, 


decorative and 
tional playing 


them justice. 


Fanny & Kitty Watson have a 
charm and flavor that’s out of the 
old school of vaude comedy, but 
they still know how to get laughs 
no matter the generation they’re 
entertaining. Fanny Watson seems 
to fit her mame more and more 
as the years go by, but the heft 
is no detriment, since she moves 
with agility. They’re still doing — 
an 
they still knock off a tune with 
the same zest that they showed a 
quarter of a century ago at the 


jokes, with Kitty the feed, 


Palace. 
Cleopatra & Co. 


assistant (New Acts). 
The Pitchmen (3), 


comprise a 
slinkily, exotically attired femme 
magico, plus two gals and one man 


with the 
comedy instrumentalizing, still ex- | 


~ Caniel, Wash. 
on, J 

_ Snooky Lanson, Dolor eit 
ins, Steve Evans, Maurice Collean, 
Troupe (4), Sam lack Keufnn’ 
House Orch (20); “wh Iman 
Rome” (M-G), ’ "5 

Continuing its recent 
accenting pop singers, 
comes up this week with a 
disk faves. Despite fact t 
of it is musical, the four- 
is well paced and smoot 
structed, thanks to unusy 
in each segment and hep 
ming. 
es mer d Snooky 

arade” spotting, wraps 

sock ghow in No. 4 slot with’ 
group of romantic ditties delivered 
in his usual well-pitched baritone 
Lanson has a sound set of pipes 
and an assured manner, but ig 
somewhat weakened by a rather 
pompous, stuffy kind of Patter 
He'd do well to skip the gab and 
stick to his music. “Mississippi 
River” gives Lanson a fine intro tg 
galleries and he launches fast into 
what the crowd came to hear a 
medley of “Hit Parade” tunes—“Be 
a Beggar, Be a King,” “I'm Yours" 
and “Here’s My Heart,” “Walkin’ 
My Baby Back Home,” a tune j-om 
Victor Herbert’s “Eileen,” a some 
what offbeat choice, and “That Old 
Black Magic” complete the Lanson 
repertoire and rate enthusiastic re- 
ception from his fans. 


Dolores Hawkins, a less familiar 
figure to Capitol crowds, surprises 
with a big voice, a fine sense of 
timing and rhythm, and an appeal- 
ing emotional quality to her warb- 
ling. Blonde makes an engaging 
entry, then belies her ingenue type 
prettiness with a bouncy “Hallalu- 
jah,” followed -by a very torchy 
version of “I Walk Alone.” By this 
time, the relatively unknown chan- 
toosey has the galleries well in 
hand for a rhythmic “To You My 
Love.” Walks off to unusually 
heavy mitt action and comes back 
with “You Made Me Love You” and 
“Sing You Sinners.” Gal is a hep 
performer and rates attention. 


Comic Steve Evans scores with 
his series of zany imitations tied 
together with some laugh-provok- 
ing inanities. Styles and looks are 
highly reminiscent of Red Skelton, 
a resemblance audibly noted by 
many stubholders. As usual, main- 
stay of routine is a really side- 
splitting series of takeoffs on laugh 
types, with sitters providing plenty 


Policy of 
Capito} 
brace of 
hat half 
act show 
hly con. 
al appeal 
program. 


Lanson, of 





act laughs with their kazoo take- | 
offs, etc. Neatly attired in tuxes, | 


male threesome gets a strong hand | 


on their bowoff. 


Closers aré Louis & Oliver Sis- 
ters, hand and head-balancers, who 
go over in an act that’s familiar, 
though they do some terrific stunts 
and are a good bet for the varie- 


ties. Kahn. 


Apollo, N. Y. 





Billy Ward & His Dominoes (6), 
(11), Dolores 
Martin, Buzz Bolton, Four Skating 
Macks, “Pigmeat’’ Markham & Co., 


Arnett Cobb Orch 


“Sound Off” (Col). 





Resuming its stageshow policy 
after a layoff since July 17, Har- 
week 
comes up with a well-balanced bill 
on the 
strength of opening day (15) busi- 
.ness. Billy Ward & His Dominoes, 
a harmony group, _have local ap- 
peal while Arnett Cobb’s band is 


lem’s vaude flagship this 


that augurs good b.o. 


a solid musical combo. 
Cobb's crew, 


Martin. Encased 


Hannah,” a fair novelty. 


“Something Better Than Love’”’. 


Cobb, who toots a mean tenor 
sax, is joined by three rhythm, two 
gh Fa on hot instrument- 
| als that a up to neat jammin 
and dark trousers, Bolton gets un-| for the dubathere. fom Skating 
Macks, three ofay gals and a male, 
impress with their lifts and spins | 
on a circular platform. A double | solid score. 


comprising three 
rhythm, four reed and four brass, 
gets the session underway with a 
noisy opener. Hoofer-juggler Buzz 
Bolton (New Acts) follows to pave 
the way for songstress Dolores 
in a_ strapless 
gown, she warbles “Hard Hearted 
a Moves 
into “I’m Through with Love” and 
winds -up to okay returns with 





(Continued on page 63) 





Unit Review 





I Come For to Sing 
(BLUE NOTE, CHD 
Chicago, Aug. 12. 
Concert with Lawrence Lane, 
Big Bill Broonzy, Win Stracke, 
Chet Roble; narration by Studs 
Terkel; $2 minimum. 


The Blue Note, major Windy 


| City jazz spot, has solved its Mon- 


day evening problem (musicians 
night off) with this folk song-)azz 
blues festival. Although launched 
as an experiment, the group, com 
prised of lyric tenor Lawrences 
Lane, Negro blues singer Big Bil 
Broonzy, folk singer Win Stracke, 
jazz singer-pianist Chet Roble an 
narrator Studs Terkel, looks cer 
tain for a long stay at the Loop 
cellar. Also, the package shoul 
grab attention from other locations 
with a cultist clientele seeking 4 
change-of-pace booking. = 
Smart programming showcases 
the individual turns to best advan- 
tage with each member strictly 
tops in his particular departmen! 
It’s the songalog approach as eac 
round of solos is built around & 
definite theme. The 45-minute 
roundelay is smoothly pieced fe 
gether by emcee Terkel and oa 
clever running commentary. “ 
formal narration by Terkel is 0” 
of the show’s strongest elements, 
Group works through — 
tune categories, such as trav - 
drinking and work songs. Fo! = 
ample, Lane, who handles ” 
Elizabethan ditties, sans — 
paniment, opens with the acee 
“Poor Wayfaring Stranger’ [0 
» Broonzy follows with 


swivel spin makes for a sock finale. | “Keys to the Highway” for an a0 


Ward & His Dominoes are a thentic blues tinge, backs 
four-man vocal group accompanied | by his powerful guitar. 
by piano and electric guitar. Their | 
. harmonies are of average quality 
_ Mrs. Johnnie Ray was hospital- | but despite this the boys have a 
ized at Millard Fillmore Hospital | !0yal following of teenagers who 
here over past weekend for a res-_| literally shriek and scream at vir- 
| tually every other note. At show 
they did five numbers 


caught, 
including their  disclick, 
Mercy Baby,” as a closer. 


e the comedy slot. Humor is of 

! | the banal type, but it suffices to 

rset the demands of the audience. 
lb, 


| Easy.” 
“Have | by all hands. 


“Pigmeat” Markham & Co. han-| concert a bit more bounce 
It's pretty specialized fare 
i all, 


| 


rounde 


Stracke takes over with 4 vr 
robust treatment of. “T he 
Rock “Candy Mountain ? 
|eomes in to punch across, with | : 
| patented lyrics and keyboarding: 
|real lowdown version of me 


) E hom @ 
hone oe oe toint effort 
could be used oftener to 8° the 
all in 
but the sort of delicacy a 
catches on with the seekers * 

the unique. ” 


e. 


eo=, | BP amie | 


oo om Gata aw wc @ 


a weorormn 


nd 
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VARIETY 





STRAWHATS 








Chicago Area Barn Circuit Happy B.0. 
Hunting Ground; Stars in Demand 


- 
Bs 


Chicago, Aug. 19. 

While Chicago legit had a few 
anxious weeks during the past 
month with the tremendous heat 
wave and political conventions, 
which sliced the grosses heavily, 
its poor cousin relative in the 
country, the strawhat, has been 
stacking up surprisingly good 
grosses. This in the face of more 
siloers than ever before, and also 
in the absence of any real sched- 
ule, most of the theatres mainly 
booking week to week. 

Getting attractions has been the 
main problem, with most of the 
packages wanting to play the east- 
ern circuit. However, with the fig- 
ures racked up by attractions 
ground here, booking Offices are 
revising their strategy and plan- 
ning for stars to hit the “hot” Chi- 
cago circuits next summer. 

With the exception of one or two 
weeks, most every play has hit 
around the $10,000 mark at the 
two leading theatres, Salt Creek, 
Hinsdale, and Chevy Chase, Wheel- 
ing. The latter, which has con- 
verted into a_ tent-theatre-in-the- 
round operation after being housed 
in a former casino; has been break- 
ing all sorts of records. First with 
Robert Q. Lewis, who hit over $25,- 
000 with his first appearance and 
then did a lush repeat two weeks 
later to $16,000. Vincent Price 
then grabbed on to $17,000 for 
“Goodbye Again” and Mae West 
is currently pacing the Robert Q. 
Lewis first week in “Come Up... 
And Ring Twice.” ; 

Salt Creek Ahead 

Salt Creek, which is now in its 
second year of operation” under 
Marshall Migatz, is ahead of last 
year with only two bad weeks, the 
opening with Constance Bennett in 
“A Date With April” and tab revue 
of “One Touch of Venus.” Spot 
never played musicals and it was a 
hush booking, but critics like it. 


(Continued on page 58) 





Andrews Again in Lead 
As ‘Roberts’ Preps For 
Another Season’s Tour 


With Tod Andrews again in the 
title part, “Mister Roberts” will 
open Sept. 18 in Hartford for an- 
Other season’s tour. After playing 
the role for two years on the road, 
actor had declined to go out again 
this season, but last week changed 
his mind. Herbert Duffy, who 
played the Captain last season, 
will have the same assignment 
again, but the parts of Ensign Pul- 
— Doc are not yet definitely 

Clarence Jacobson will be back 
again as company manager and 
Joe Shea will pressagent the 
Thomas Heggen-Joshua Logan 
Play. The tour will comprise split- 
weeks, one-nighters and a few full- 
week stands, including return 
dates. It’s figured that it will cost 
about $5,000 to reopen the Leland 
: oe production, and that the 

ion Can get by at about $15,- 
000-$16,000 on week stands. 
‘ As of end of last season, ‘“Mis- 
er Roberts” had earned a profit of 
about $1,370,000, of which $1,300,- 
had been distributed. Last 
Season's tour netted about $44,000. 
f © production was originally 
hanced at $100,000. 


Helen Hayes Still Trying 
To Quit as ANTA’s Prez 


ielen Hayes has again submitted 
A resignation as president of the 
merican National Theatre & 
Cademy. Actress, who sought to 
pad last year but was persuaded 
2 a another term is understood 
tg determined to step out this 
a — board members of the 
relent zation again hoping she’ll 





is According to friends, Miss Hayes 
as © longer in sympathy with cer- 
NT board policies. In view of 
tio A’s continued deficit opera- 
n, the actress is also said to be 


averse to 
tor funds, making further appeals 








N.Y. Compass’ Amus, Ed 
Badly Hurt in Car Crash 


Fred Rayfield, amusement editor 
of the N. Y. Compass, who was 
severely injured Aug. 7 in an auto | 
crash in Petersburg, Va., will prob- 
ably be laid up three or four 
months. He was brought home Sat- 
urday (16) by train and ambulance 
and entéred a hospital Monday 
(18) for examination and X-ray to 
see if an operation is required. 
He’s in a cast. 

Pending his return, Arthur Pol- 
lock, drama critic, and Milton Sha- 
piro, a member of the sheet’s legit- 
film department, are sharing Ray- 
field’s duties. Mandel Herbstman, 
a film trade paper reporter, who 
was with Rayfield, was also in- 
jured. 


Derwent ‘Venice’ 


ANTA Plays Sub 


Instead of a Play Series such as 
last season’s, the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy now 
plans a single production, to be of- 
fered for an indefinite run. The 
show is tentatively slated to be 
a revival of “Merchant of Venice,” 
with Clarence Derwent as Shylock. 
Margaret Truman is understood to 
have turned down a bid to play 
Portia in the production. 

Derwent, chairman of ANTA’s 
New York chapter, has played the 
Shylock role in several recent re- 
vivals of the Shakespeare classic, 
notably at Stanford U. last year. 
He retired last spring as president 
of Actors Equity, after serving 
three terms in the post. 

The decision to offer a single 
production this season instead of 
another Play Series such as last 
year’s is reported to have been 
made by the ANTA board after 
Robert Whitehead declined to 
serve again as managing director. 
Another factor in the decision is 
believed to have been ANTA’s 
shaky financial condition, since the 
various editions of the Play Series 
have invariably incurred a deficit. 


1ST PLAY BY MASSEY 
TO PREEM ON AUG. 25 


Manchester, England, Aug. 12. 

The first play by Raymond Mas- 
sey, “The Hanging Judge,” is set 
to open here Aug. 25, with Sir 
Godfrey Tearle in the starring role. 

Piece is based on novel of the 
same name by Bruce Hamilton, a 
brother of Patrick Hamilton. 
Michael Powell will present it. Af- 
ter a short tour, play is expected 
to open in London. 


Glenn, Yorke Drop Plans 
For Broadway ‘Run’ Run 


Peter Glenn and John Yorke 
have dropped plans for a Broad- 
way production of “See How They 
Run,” Peter King’s English farce. 
Pair are understood to have been 
having difficulty financing the 
project, but their decision was for- 
tified by seeing a strawhat presen- 
tation of the play. 

“Run,” a moderate success in! 














London and the British provinces | 
several seasons ago, has had num- | 
erous barn productions-in the U. S. 
in the last two or three years. 


Fordham Lops Legit 


Fordham U. has discontinued op- 
eration of the Fordham University 
Theatre for the coming season, and 
dropped its theatre courses in the 
Communication Arts Dept. 

Edgar L. Kloten, who three 
years ago succeeded Albert Mc- 
Cleery as director of the theatre, 
will do freelance directing this 
year. 








NOT SO JAUNT 








EROTERN BARNS 
JTAGGER THAL 


By HAROLD M. BONE 


New Haven, Aug. 19. 

From the angle of the cash reg- 
ister tinkle, there’s little music in 
the air along the silo circuit this 
season to date. At least, insofar 
as it applies to the 600-mile bu- 
colic belt traversed by this sur- 
veyor in a week-long jaunt through 
sections of lower New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. 


Equity's New Alien Restrictions 
~ Seen Spur to British Agreement 





British Bow for Littler 
‘Long Legs’ Musical 


“Love from Judy,” musical ver- 





sion of “Daddy Long Legs,” with 
| songs by Hugh Martin and book by 
Eric Maschwitz, is being produced 
}in England by Emile Littler. Show 
; opens a tryout tour next week and 
jis due in London in late Septem- 


* Actor’s Equity’s new alien re- 


strictions, which the union’s coun- 
cil deferred last week, are seen as 
possibly needling British Equity 
jinto making necessary concessions 
| to settle the whole matter of in- 
| ternational exchange of players on 
;@ mutually acceptable basis. The 
| U. S. union’s adoption of the new 
| rule, which aroused a storm of pro- 
} test from Broadway managers and 
in London legit circles, was ap- 
|parently decided in the mistaken 


While the SRO of former years) ber, with a cast including Jean| belief that negotiations with Brit- 


hasn’t exactly reached the SOS 
stage, the fact remains that a num- 
ber of barn impresarios will un- 
doubtedly wind up this season with 
not too much to show for the head- 


|Carson (not the Broadway actress 
|of that name), Bill O’Connor, 
|Johnny Brandon and Adelaide 
| Hall. 

| Martin’s last 


| 


Broadway show 


|ish Equity had collapsed. 

| With the severe restrittions now 
‘in abeyance, Equity’s alien com- 
| mittee, with Katherine Meskill act- 
|ing chairman in the absence of 


aches that go into present-day} was “Make a Wish,”- produced in| Chester Stratton, held a special 


summer theatre operation. In 
some instances the grosses just 
haven’t been there, while in other 
cases substantial intake has been 
outmaneuvered by substantial out- 
go, leaving the management with 
a balance sheet showing a remark- 
able resemblance to the w.k. goose- 
egg. 

Spots covered represent a wide 
cross-section of strawhatiana, in- 
cluding both Equity and non-Equity 
operation; capacities ranging from 
125 to 1,500 plus; possible grosses 
fluctuating from $600 to $18,250; 
and with varying degrees of the 
name and non-name policy. 

Among the stands that are rum- 
maging around in the linen closet 
trying to locate a crying towel are 
Princeton, Bucks County at New 
Hope and Grist Mill at Andover. 
The grief is not entirely a matter 


(Continued on page 60) 


Prep ‘Jollyana 





For Bway Date’ 


“Jollyana,” currently trying’ out | 


on the Coast, is reportedly set to 
be brought to Broadway this fall, 
possibly at the Hellinger or Cen- 
tury. The musical is a revise by 
E. Y. Harburg, Fred Saidy and 
Sammy Fain of their “Flahooley,” 
a failure of the 1950-51 Broadway 
season. 

The new version, starring Bobby 
Clark and Mitzi Gaynor, with John 
Beal top-featured, was produced by 
Fdwin Lester for the San Fran- 
cisco and Los Angeles Civic Light 
Opera Assns. After its current run 
at the Curran, in S.F., it will go 
to L.A» for an engagement at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium. 

Doctoring is now concentrated 
on the second act, with emphasis 
on expanding Clark’s part, tight- 
ening the book and speeding the 
tempo. ‘ 





Shurr’s Deacy to Open 
Own Talent Agency 


Jane Deacy, formerly with the 
Louis Shurr office, where she spe- 
cialized in musical comedy casting, 
has resigned to open her own tal- 
ent agency. She hopes to have of- 
fice space and an Actors Equity 
franchise by next week. The new 
agency has been set up as a lim- 
ited partnership, with the entire 
$10,000 capital supplied by William 


|S. Kilborne, of Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 


According to the partnership 


repaid in five years, but in the 
meantime Kilborne will withdraw 
from his capital account each year 
“the same amount as the general 
partner (Miss Deacy) is recuired to 
pay into her capital account.” Kil- 
borne will get 10% of the profits 
of the venture, plus 4% interest 


(on his investment. 


According to Lester Shurr, New 
York head of the Shurr agency, 
there is no immediate prospect of 
a successor for Miss Deacy. Mean- 
while, the latter is operating from 
her New York home until she ob 
tains office space. 


| the spring of 1951. 


Wright toPlay SP” 
Thru Northwest 


Martha Wright, co-star of the 
Broadway company of “South Pa- 
cific,” will switch to the touring 
edition for three weeks during Oc- 
tober to play her native northwest. 
Janet Blair, original co-star of the 
road production, will vaeation dur- 
ing those three weeks. Miss 
Wright’s substitute in the Broad- 
way troupe hasn’t been selected. 
The two male co-stars, George 
Britten in New York and Webb 
Tilton on tour, will continue their 
regular assignments. 

Miss Wright’s transfer to the 
road cast will be effective with the 
Portland engagement Oct. 14-18, 
and will include her birthplace, 
Seattle, Oct. 20-25, and Spokane, 
Oct. 27-Nov. 2. Miss Blair will re- 
turn to the show for the Denver 
engagement, opening Nov. 5 with 
Miss Wright returning to the 
Broadway troupe. Incidentally, 
Miss Blair has a 90-day cancella- 
tion clause in her contract, but has 








ing it. 


HOVER WINS 276 AWARD 
ON COAST LEGIT LOSS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 


H. D. Hover, nitery owner and 
stage impresario, won a jury ver- 
dict of $26,927 in Superior Court 
in his suit against the owners of 
the Ivar Theatre, where he pro- 
duced three legiters last year. The 
owners, Eghiche Harout and his 
wife, and manager Harry Engel, 
were charged by Hover with mis- 
representations which, he declared, 
caused him to losé money on his 
three shows. Verdict covered only 
his actual losses, although he had 
sued for a total of $150,000. 

Plays’ involved were “Detective 
Story,” “Peg O’ My Heart” and 
“For Love Or Money,” which 
grossed a total of $39,586 for a 
little over 11 weeks last summer. 








British Actress as Lead 
In Moss Hart ‘Shadows’ 


Penelope Munday, 25-year-old 
British actress, will play a 14-year- 
old girl in the new untitled play 
by Moss Hart, a dramatization of 
the Edgar Mittelholzer novel, 
|“Shadows Move Among Them.” 
| The Joseph M. Hyman-Bernard 





|rehearsing early in September, 
and after a tryout tour, open early 
in November at the Martin 
Beck, N. Y. 

Miss Munday, who recently ap- 
peared as Margaret in “Much Ado 
About Nothing” in London, sails 
for New York this week. 





Mae Schoenfeld set for featured 
role in “My Lucky Day,” Yiddish 
musical costarring Edmund Za- 
yenda, Irving Jacobson and Selma 
Kaye, which opens at the Second 
Ave. Theatre, N. Y., in October. 





signified no intention of exercis- | 


|meeting late yesterday afternoon 
|(Tues.) to appoint a representative 
|to resume negotiations on the sub- 
iject. It’s figured that Raymond 
Massey, who is said to favor strong 
retaliatory measures if British 
Equity fails to modify its alien 
rules, may be asked to take the as- 
signment. He is currently in Lon- 
don for the tryout of his play, “The 
Hanging Judge.” The idea would 
|be ultimately for a meeting of U. S. 
iand British Equity, with the Lea- 
| gne of N. Y. Theatres, the British 
| Ministry of Labor and the Society 
of West End Theatre Managers, to 
reach a general agreement on a 
policy to cover both countries. 
Hassles which had threatened 
to hold up several new Broadway 


(Continued on page 59) 


Miss MacNamara Oui OF 
Moon’ Due to Ill Health; 
|B. Bel Geddes Back Oct. 1 


| Maggie MacNamara, co-star and 
| femme lead of the Broadway com- 
| pany of “Moon Is Blue,” is out 
lof the cast for at least two weeks, 
with understudy Janet Riley sub- 
bing for her. Miss McNamara is 
}said to be underweight and in a 
inervous condition after her ap- 
proximately year’s run in Chicago 
and two months in the same part 
in New York. 

Barbara Bel Geddes, who origi- 
nated the role, is not due back 
from vacation until Oct. 1. At 
conclusion of the Broadway run, 
she and Donald Cook, also of the 
original cast, are signed to do the 
F. Hugh Herbert comedy in Lon- 
don, but Barry Nelson, co-star and 
remaining lead, has not yet de- 
cided whether to go. 

A touring edition of the Aldrich 
& Myers presentation, directed by 
Otto Preminger and produced at 
the Actors Playhouse, La Jolla, 
Cal., with David Niven, Diana 
Lynn and Scott Brady as stars, is 
currently playing the Coast. If the 
same combo is used for a film 
version this fall, another company 
may be formed to play the north- 
west, southwest and other avail- 
able territory. 


SMITH’S ‘MATCH’ MELO 
PREEMING AT LA JOLLA 


La Jolla, Cal., Aug. 19. 

“Strike a Match,” Robert Smith 
melodrama starring Eva Gabor, 
Pat O’Brien and Richard Egan, and 
directed by Mel Ferrer, premieres 
| tonight (19) at La Jolla Playhouse. 
| Others in cast include Tom Brown, 
| Rex Evans, John Downey, Michael 
| McHale and Alan Dexter. 
| Next week’s offering, Christo- 
| Pher Fry’s “Lady’s Not for Burn- 
ing,” starring Vincent Price, 

















| agreement, the investment is to be | Hart production, to be staged by| Marsha Hunt and Beulah Bondi, 
| the adaptor, is scheduled to start | 


closes the season. Following week 
Lhere, the play will run three weeks 
in San Francisco. 


'Local Boy Scott Back 
To Texas With ‘Bell’ 


Austin, Tex., Aug. 19. 

Zachary Scott and Joan Bennett 
will star in “Bell, Book and Can- 
dle,” when it shows here at the 
Paramount Theatre Nov. 3. 

This will be first appearance 
here for Scott since he appeared 
in roles with the U. of Texas Cur 
tain Club. He is a local boy. 
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‘eh Jory-Alexis- Lives 


Boston, Aug. 19. 
“Private Lives,” co - starring 
Alexis Smith and Victor Jory, 
pulled godd biz at Boston Summer 
Theatre last week, with near $10,- 
000 reported. “One Touch of 
Venus,” starring Carol Bruce, Is 
current. 
; “Man of Destiny” and “Great 
Catherine,” double-billed at Brat- 
) tle, repeated its initial week gross 
of $2,800 for second round. Zero 
Mostel in “The Doctor in Spite of 
Himself” bows in for a 10-day 
stand today (Tues.) in final pro- 


duction of summer season. (Activi- | 


ties beyond this point are un- 
nit settled, with an announcement ex- 
pected this week). 

“Glass Menagerie,” starring 
filmstar Dana Andrews, built to 
good biz at County Playhouse, with 
near $10,000 estimated. Claude 
Rains in “Jezebel’s Husband” is 
current. 4 

“The Play’s -the Thing,” with 
Uta Hagen, Luther Adler and Rom- 
ney Brent, was disappointing at 
John Hancock Hall with $4,800 es- 
timated. Kim Hunter in “They 
Knew What They Wanted” is cur- 








247 £2. "2s oe 


rent. 
| ‘Corner’ 1144G, Olney 
' Olney, Md., Aug. 18. 
Olney Theatre nearly did its 


: maximum take at the boxoffice last 
: week, with $11,500 for “Dangerous 
j Corner” with Faye Emerson and 
John Forsythe. Summer house, 
which has absolute capacity of 
$12,000, had standees at every per- 
formance after the opening night. 
Week wound up with a bang-up 
party for the cast, for which the 
star’s hubby, Skitch Henderson, 
flew in. 
Tonight (19) ushers in the pre- 
miere of “Comin’ Thru the Rye,” 
play with music based on the life 
a es of the Scotch poet Robert Burns, 





written by Warren Munsell, Jr., 
F)' who was working on the produc- 


tion here when he died suddenly 
a few weeks ago. Evelyn Freyman 
1 and Kenneth Banghart, producers, 
; are pacing the show for Broadway. 
a Warren Munsell, Sr., and several 
be other New York producers are on 
it hand for the*opening performance, 
whose star is David Brooks, of 
“Brigadoon.” 


= 





Ak a Bea Lillie $16,600, Princeton 

ates | Princeton, N.J., Aug. 19. 
: “An Evening With Beatrice 
: Lillie,” at Herbert Kenwith’s 
ri Princeton Summer Theatre, racked 
up a fat $16,600 for eight perform- 
i ances last week, highest gross of 
the season, and second highest in 
Kenwith’s six years of operation 
here. Leader was Mae West's “Dia- 
5 : mond Lil,” last season. The 1,031- 
seater had turnaways Friday and 
Saturday (15-16), 

Constance Bennett, in “Date 
With April,” is current, to wind 
the season's sked. 
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New Hampshire Home Stretch 
Manchester, N. H., Aug. 19. 

New Hampshire's strawhat cir- 
cuit is starting down the home 
L : stretch of a highly successful sea- 
bil ia son. At the Lakes Region Play- 
i a house in Gilford, Ilona Massey 
: Starred in a new play, “Angel in 
Ay Paris,” starting Aug. 11. Presenta- 
tion replaced a cancelled appear- 
ance of June Havoc in “Rain” at 

producer Alton Wilkes’ summer 
theatre. 

Rosanna Cox was brought from 
New York to play the lead of Billie 
Dawn in “Born Yesterday” at Edith 
Bond Stearns’ 19-year-old summer 
theatre of the Peterboro Players. 
This year, under Candler Thomp- 
son of New York, the Peterborough 
group has had a banner season. 

A late-season attraction at the 
New London Players barn is the 
appearance of members of its 
Junior Theatre Group in a series 
of scenes entitled “Family Life,” 
which includes several group dance 
routines. 
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$10,000, Boston; 


Corner’ 11146, Olney; Other Barns 


is “Wizard of Oz,” with Jean 
Rogers, Iggie  Welfington and 
Danny Daniels; “New Moon” fol- 
lows week of Aug. 25 with Ann 
Ayars and Clifford Harvuot, 
Two-week concluding engage- 
ment, commencing Sept. 1, is “An- 
nie Get Your Gun,” with Marilyn 
Day and Earl Covert, which is al- 
ready 50% sold for Glose to a 
$25,000 advance. 
peting with the Canadian National 
Exhibition grandstand show star- 





ring Tony Martin. 


| 





‘Milky’ $5,100, Stockbridge 


Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 19. 


|} The 18-year-old-comedy, “The 
Milky Way,” rolled up a neat gross 
of $5,100 last week at the Berk- 
shire Playhouse here. Featured 
were guest player Edward Andrews 
and resident player Deirdre Owens. 

This week director William Miles 
is reviving Barrie’s seldom-done 
“The Little Minister."’ Gaye Jor- 
don, resident company member for 
the past three seasons, is featured 
in the Maude Adams role of Lady 
Babbie, and Whit Bissell, after a 
10-year absence, returns to be fea- 
tured in the name role. 





Young Maryland Opera 
Troupe Impresses With 


Westport Double-Bill 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 19. 

In a switch on Westport barn at- 
tractions, the Hilltop Musical Co., 
a Maryland repertory group, of- 
fered two new one-act operas, 
“The Stronger,” by Hugo Weisgall, 
and “A Letter to Emily,” by Lock- 
rem Johnson, at Lucille Lortel’s 
White Barn Theatre, Westport, last 
Saturday-Sunday (16-17). 

Group, directed by Weisgall, and 
composed of some 30 young pro- 
fessional singers, impresses as it 
enters its second year of opera- 
tion in and around Baltimore, with 
aim of establishing a permanent 
repertory opera company in that 
city. 

Current operation is based on a 
summer stock season in the vicini- 
ty of Baltimore and winter book- 
ings at colleges and civic organ- 
izations. Among the 18 different 
offerings presented are a double 
bill of Menotti’s “Telephone” and 
Mozart's “The Impresario”; Brit- 
ten’s “Albert Herrimg,” and works 
by Gilbert & Sullivan. All are in 
English, and usual bill consists of 
twe small-cast short works, at $275 
for the complete package. Opera- 
tion has been in the black from 
the start. 

Of the two presentations at the 
White Barn Theatre, ‘The Strong- 
er” is based on Strindberg’s play. 
with musi¢ by Weisgall and, libret- 
to by Richard Hart. Seven char- 
acters are involved in the plot, 
dealing with the conflict between 
two women interested in the same 
man. 

“A Letter to Emily” presents an 
episode in the life of poet Emily 
Dickinson, the visit of a critic who 
disillusions her about her work. 

Both operas are in the modern 
idiom and use music to portray 
the inner character in conflict. This 
seems to be more successful with 
the intense emotions Strindberg 
depicts than with the delicate 
sensitivity of Miss Dickinson. Best 
moments of “Letter to Emily” are 
the musical settings of the poems. 
Phyllis Frankel’s portrayal of the 
poet is attractive and well-sung, 
and Malcolm Bernstein is forceful 
| as her dominering father. Vir- 
ginia Webster as her understand- 
ing sister and Raymond Brown as 
the critic have pleasing voices but 
need training in acting. Princi- 
vals in “The Stronger” are Natalie 
Weisgall, Dominick Argento and 
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“Annie” is com- | 





‘Marietta’ $23,100, Toronto | -EVa_Bober. Vene. 

: fa . tra nes Aug. 19 

By espite Saturday's (16) rain, R ’ N y 
Melody Fair did another smash | OSS eke Concert 
pe we standees with | Lanny Ross, currently starring 
~-Naughty Marietta” (Mari ras. i . . : rte Ae 
in Tene Wolfington (M aD D’At-| on the strawhat circuit in the mu- 
Keller an ‘tes and Dorothy | ical, “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” 
_ as leads}, grossing $23,100, |’ il Me wh ‘ oe 
With the 1,640-seater tent setup in| Wil giv a concert at Town Hall, 
midtown Dufferin Park scaled at| New York, next Jan. 18. 
heavy $3.40 top Singer presented 26 concerts last 
_ Figure compares with house | Season, touring as far as Minne- 
record of nearly $25,000 set this | Sota. 


Season by “Carousel,” “Finian’'s 
Rainbow 




















ducing-operating team of Leighton! adaptation by 
| K. Brill and Ben Kamsler should 
take in close to $250,000 for theii 
Ha 12-week Toronto season. Current 


songwriters Irvin 
Graham and Baldwin Bergerson. 

No one is set yet to write the 
book. 










in second place with ‘ ’ ; 
$24.100 and “Great Waltz” close ta| Boswell’ Musical 
Same figure, with “Marietta”! ‘“Boswell’s Journals,” bestseller 
fourth. | compilation of Boswell diaries, has 
At current turnaway biz, pro-}been acquired for legit musical 


Bolton Bone Break Lays 
Up Critic Six Weeks 


Whitney Bolton, drama critic- 
columnist of the N. Y. Morning | 
Telegraph, fractured a bone in his 
heel in accident over the weekend 
at his home in Sea Cliff, L. I. His 
leg is in a cast and he will prob- 
ably be laid up for about six weeks. | 
| He is continuing his column from | 
| his home. 
| Mishap occurred when he fell 
from a ladder while painting his 
: house. 


North Carolina Outdoor 


Dramas Pick Up Tempo; 
Fifth Al Fresco Added. 


Greensboro, N. C., Aug. 19. 

North Carolina’s “summer Broad- 
way” has picked up tempo with 
passage of the season,’ and will 
open another outdoor show, mak- 
ing a total of five. There’s no sum- 
mer slump among this state’s 
homegrown hits. 

At Boone, “Horn in the West” 
is averaging over 700 patrons 
|nightly and gaining. Total attend- 
ance for the first 31 performances 
was 21,302, according to business 
manager Mason Bliss. Publicity 
director Miriam Rabb has arranged 
for Greyhound bus “Horn in the 
West” specials from Winston- 
Salem to Boone four times weekly. 

At Asheville, visitors are prais- 
ing lighting effects and costuming 
of “Thunderland.” Reduction of 
running time to two hours is also 
hailed as improvement in the most 
elaborate and expensively  pro- 
duced of all North Carolina’s out- 
door dramas. 

“Sword of Gideon” is scheduled 
to begin its second season in Kings 
Mountain National Military Park 
Sept. 11, and continue with Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday perform- 
ances through Oct. 4. Outdoor 
drama, based on the Revolutionary 
War battle of Kings Mountain near 
the North Carolina-South Carolina 
line south of Gastonia, is by novel- 
ist Florette Henri. It enjoyed a 
successful season last autumn. 
_“The Lost Colony,” at Manteo, 
oldest: of all North Carolina out- 
door efforts, is reporting the best 
season since before World War II. 
“Unto These Hills,” in its third 
season at Cherokee, is dding well. 











‘Darkness’ European Bow 
Skedded for Belfast 


“Darkness at Noon,” Sidney 
Kingsley’s dramatization of the 
Arthur Koestler novel, will have 
its European premiere next week 
at the Arts Theatre, Belfast, with 
Ken Huxham in the leading role 
created on Broadway by Claude 
Rains and played on tour last sea- 
son by Edward G. Robinsen. 

The drama won the N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle prize as the best play 
of the 1950-51 season. 


Barn Notes 


A squall Saturday night at 
Asbury Park, N. J., blew out the 
lights at the Neptune Music Circus 
there, forcing cancellation of a 
sold-out performance of “Red 
Mill” . . . Broadway stager Mary 
Hunter will speak Friday afternoon 
(22) on “Parallels in Production— 
Elizabethan Theatre vs. Modern 
Theatre,” as the seventh lecture in 
the series presented by the Amer- 
ican Shakespeare Festival Theatre 
& Academy of Connecticut, at the 
Westport Country Playhouse . . 
Jean Stapleton is playing leads in 
“Lo and Behold,” “Show-Off” and 
“Ring Around the Moon” at the 
Cecilwood Theatre, Fishkill, N. Y. 

Carlson Spear, former manager 
of the Shubert, New Haven, is new 
business manager of the Melody 
Fair, Danbury, Conn., with Al B. 
Perlman as_ pressagent... Broad- 
way producer Richard Aldrich, 
who doubles as manager of the 
Cape Playhouse, Falmouth Play- 
house and Cape Music Circus, on 
Cape Cod, recently visited Kathar- 





‘Wednesday, August 20, 1952 


Kay Swift, who composed the 
score for CorneHa Otis Skinner’s 
“Paris °90,” is doubling on the 
piano in the orchestra directed by 
Nathaniel Shilkret at the Spa Sum- 
mer Theatre, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., this week. It is the only 
summer house appearance by Miss 
Skinner. Aldon S. Blodget di- 
rected; Peg Crossfield and John 
W. Keck did the scenic designing. 

Margo Jones, director of Theatre 
’52 in Dallas, confirmed last week 
that she’ll open another theatre- 
in-the-round next winter in San 
Francisco . . . Sol Jacobson, press- 
agent for “Male Animal,” will take 
a motor trip through Maine next 
week ... Al Goldin, general man- 
ager for Leonard Sillman’s “New 
Faces of 1952,” under treatment 
for an ear infection . . . Richard 
Maney will be pressagent. and 
Robert Rapport company manager 
for “Dial ‘M’ for Murder”. . . Mar- 


Europe last week, has a@guired the 
U. S. rights to the current Parisian 
all-male play, “Sur la Terre 
Comme au Ciel” (“On Earth As It 
Is in Heaven”) and plans to pro- 
duce it on Broadway as soon as 
Victor Francen is free to come here 
to play his criginal leading role. 
...- ATPAM member Saul Richman 
back in N. Y. from a three-week 
Caribbean trip. 

Legit actor Bill Hawkes has 
completed a two-year hitch with 
the Navy and has returned to New 


York ... Zelda Dorfman is com- 
pany. manager of the Blevins 
Davis-Robert Breen revival of 


“Porgy and Bess,” with Ted Gold- 
smith pressagent, George Quick 
stage manager and Walter Riemer 
and Jerry Laws assistants ... John 
‘Loder will be co-starred with Edna 
Best in the Theatre Guild’s pro- 
duction of “Jane’’ on tour this fall, 
playing. the role created by Basil 
Rathbone last season on Broadway 

. . Mills Ten Eyck, Dramatists 
Guild _ executive secretary on a 
year’s leave of absence, attended 
the recent religious-dramatic spec- 
tacle in Bruges, Belgium. He’s due 
back in the fall... Vernon Rice, 
drama editor of the N. Y. Post, will 
vacation in Europe month of Sep- 
tember. 


Burl Ives will star in the Wolfe 
Kaufman-John Yorke touring edi- 
tion of “Paint Your Wagon,” sing- 
ing the role originated by James 
Barton and subsequently played 
by Eddie Dowling ... Anthony B. 
Farrell looking to buy a house in 
Westchester County, N. Y.... Joe 
Harris and Arthur Cantor, who 
were to have been respective com- 
pany manager and pressagent for 
the late Irving Jacebs on the pro- 
duction of “Bernardine,” will con- 
tinue in the assignments now. that 
Guthrie MeClintic has taken over 
the show. Also, Jacebs will re- 
ceive billing as presenter of the 
Mary Chase comedy. 


Elliott Nugent, already part- 
nered with Courtney Burr in the 
proposed production of “Happy 
Ant Hill,” will also be associated 
in the presentation of ‘“‘Seven Year 
Itch,” but won’t direct it... Fred- 
erick O'Neal and Alenze Bozan 
will have leading parts in Abram 
Hill’s Negro version of R. C. Sher- 
riff’s ‘Miss Mabel,” to be produced 
by Alexander S. Ince and Joel W. 
Schenker _.. . Philip Barry, Jr., and 
Martin Manulis have postponed 
the scheduled tryout next week 
of Richard Condon’s “How to Fly 
with One Feather” at the John 
Drew Theatre, East Hampton, L. 
I, Barry planes to the Coast today 
(Wed.) to huddle with Mel Ferrer 
about a possible New York pro- 
duction of Robert Smith’s “Strike 
a Match,” which is being tried out | 
at La Jolla with Eva Gabor and 
Pat O’Brien as stars... Holly Har- 
ris, Vivienne Segal’s standby as 
femme lead in “Pal Joey,” is play- 
ing the role during the star’s va- 
cation this week and next. 


Marsha Hunt will co-star with 
Vincent Price and Beulah Bondi in 
“The Lady’s Not For Burning,” 
which will open at the La Jolla 
(Cal.) Playhouse Aug. 26 for one 
week and then tour the Coast. Mel 
Ferrer is directing. Neva Patter- 
son, originally announced for the 
role, was forced to bow out be- 
cause previous commitments made 
it impossible for her to tour. 





ine Cornell at her place on Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard to try to persuade | 
her to make a barn tour next sum- 
mer. As before, no definite answer | 
..Marion Uray, former staffer on | 
TV's “Celebrity Time,’ now busi- 
ness manager at Berkshire Play- 
house, Stockbridge. Succeeds John 
Babington, who leaves for univer- 
sity teaching chore...Klaus Kol- 
mar, publicity director of the Spa 
Summer Theatre, Saratoga, N.Y., 
addressed the Ballston Spa-Burnt 
Hills Rotary Club last week on 
“The Theatre, Its Blessings, Trials 
and Tribulations.” 








Thomas Mitchell will be co-star- 
red with Helen Gallagher in “Hazel 
Flagg,” the musical version of the 
film, “Nothing Sacred,” playing a 
New England doctor . . . Gertrude 
Lawrence, ill from poison ivy in- 
jections, has been out of her star- 
ring role in “King and I” since 
Saturday night's (16) performance, 
is due back tomorrow night 
(Thurs.). Meanwhile, understudy 
Constance Carpenter is playing the 
part... Otto Hartman, company 
manager of “Guys and Dolls,” ili 
with a kidney infection, with 


garet Webster, who returned from |} 


| will continue for anot 


Legit Bits 


Ewell will play the {¢ 
Gerstad, currently onan 
Male Animal,” 
of absence to di 
Itch.” 


: John 
, Cas 
will take a ae 


rect “Seven Year 


London Legit Bits 


London, A ‘ 
Jack Hylton’s new “Crazy - 
returns to the Victoria Palace Gn 
1 with Hylton’s current 


there, “Women of Twilight "leaw 
ing end of September Or maybe 
transferring to another West End 
house . . . Although several West 
End legit managers are dickerin, 
with Feuer & Martin for English 
rights to “Guys and Dolls.” under. 


stood that no rig 
posed of. as F & 
sent the show in the West 

themselves. Whenever they = 
ready, they will do it in associa. 
tion with Louis Dreyfus, 


hts will be dis. 
M intend to pre- 








Chi Area Barns 
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Joan Blondell, who played “Come 
Back, Little Sheba” last year at 
Chévy Chase for the season’s rec. 
ord, did the same vehicle this year 
at Salt Creek and again racked up 
a new high for the much smaller 
theatre, $10,200. 

On top of this, a quickie of Patsy 
Kelly and Kay Westfall, local tee- 
vee actress, in ‘My Sister Eileen,” 
is threatening that mark. Advance 
on Kim Hunter and Art Smith in 
“They Knew What They Wanted,” 
which played last week, was cue to 
the over $10,000 gross. On the 
southside, Drury Lane has been 
doing okay with two-week shows 
with names, the present occupant 


being Jeffrey Lynn in “Hasty 
Heart.” 
North Shore Musical Theatre 


has abandoned star importations 
for its operettas, using mainly a 
stock group. This non-profit or- 
ganization, now in its third season, 
is averaging about $16,000 weekly, 
with some of the musicals hitting 
as high as $23,000. Tenthouse, 
which is the oldest tent group in 
the area and uses the same people 
here each year and in Palm 
Springs, Cal., in the winter, has 
built up a large following which 
assures them of takes ranging from 
$8,000 to $11,000 weekly, with no 
stars. 

Shady Lane at Marengo, Ill., is 
the oldest Equity group in the mid- 
west and also does well, but doesn't 
pull down the heavy loot. Twe 
new groups started this year, Mich- 
ianna Shores, which was a semi- 
pro group last year, and which has 
a tie-in with Purdue U., and Quar- 
tette, which started on similar 
lines as the Tenthouse a month 
ago, with local talent. 

Union Moves 

With exception of North Shore 
Musical, which has union men in 
every department, and Quartette, 
which has them in all but press, 
most of the others have no union 
except for Equity, and resisted: ef- 
forts of the boxoffice men an 
pressagents to organize them last 
year, claiming they would shutter 
first. 

Line rates on ads here are the 
highest in the country, making ? 
sizable dent in budgets. ; 

Of the three theatres using 
names, most have used packages 
and fared well, but the pared 
seating capacity here, as agains 
those in the east, makes it profit- 
able to pick up a tab for $3,500 aol 
Mae West, plus a heavy trees 
tation item for 15 members. he 
this may be a little unusual, 
$2,500 percentage deal for ore 
Q. Lewis and the $4,500 for Fra . 
chot Tone, who was not the ed 
expected, are common. Chev! 
Chase makes most of these buys. 

While there is some talk of going 
past the Labor Day mark, most = 
erators are a little leary. reme™” 
bering last season with unpro fl 
able September weeks. That is peat 
less someone can offer a hot yea 
attraction, in which case. sioel 
her \ eek ol 


so. 


Baker Vice Burns 
Los Angeles, Aus. = i. 
Benny Baker takes over the cd 
ther Billis role in the touring Com 
pany of “South Pacific, effect 
Sept. 1 at the Philharmonic * 
torium here. 7 
He replaces David Burns, ee 
last spring succeeded Ray 7 
when the latter withdrew to wed 
the same part in the London 








Charles Harris subbing . . .Tom 


tion. 
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Bi, Booms, But Chi List Shrinks: 
Guys’ 45446, ‘Bell Exits at $18,200 


Chicago, Aug. 19. + 
Rainy $37,500 ‘Babes’ 





tendance took a lively jump 
on weal for the two shows here. 
Final week’s rush was particularly 





stable for “Bell, Book and ° i 
provdie.” which ended a six-month Winds Pitt Al Fresco’ 
may Saturday night (10) ane _ . Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. 


Minneapolis. “Guys and Dolls,” 
fh the only offering on the local 
boards, also registered a healthy 


“Babes in Toyland,” closing 
ited of the outdoor opera season 
lere, got a tough break from the | 
rise, soe back over the $40,000 mpathernean last week, when over- | 
mark again. eet ss cast skies practically every night 

The town’s lean legit list will be | o¢ the engagement held back | 





ave dormer Broadway hits, all | TOwGs and kept take to around 

atre Guild-American Theatre | "sir ojo» ¢ ” 
Society subscription presentations. | iad ne ——S o Sullivan, | 
§ are “Stalag 17,” due Sept. 2) 27) jam, June Gar ner, LeRoi | 
They ae swars “i Aun @ Camera.” 4 Operti, Clifford Harvout, Kathryn | 
at the Erlanger; *,| Lee, Milton Frome, Walter Burke 


due Sept. 15 at the Harris, and |.nq’Fred Harper, with the re 
” . , gular 
“Fourposter, Sept. 22 at the dancing chorus augmented by | 


Blackstone. couple of dozen baby 
Estimates for Last Week | romaine in-age from six to twelve. 


end. The 


“Bell, Book and Candle,” Harris 
(25th week) ($4.50;. 1,000) (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott). Closed 
a» half-year run Saturday (16) with 
boff $18,200, a jump about $4,000 
over the week before. 

“Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (25th | 
week). ($6; 2,100). Still climbing | 
pack up, registering a $5,800 rise 
to $45,500. | 


Brig’ Winds Louisville 
Season With Smart 266 


Louisville, Aug. 19. . | 
“Brigadoon,” sixth and final of 
the summer musical productions | 
staged at Iroquois Amphitheatre | 
by Denis Du-For grossed a smart | 
$26,000 on six performances week | 
ending Sunday (17). Opener Mon: | 
day (11) was rained out at ap- 
proximately 9:20 p.m. Estimated 
that the rainout cost the Amphi- 
theatre about $3,000. Louisville 
Park Theatrical Assn., however, 
will be well in the black in the 
season after a final checkup is 
made. 

Piece had as leads Lawrence 
Brooks and Robert Smith. Out-| 
standing among the femme players 
were Marion Bell, Mardie Mac- 
Daniel and Dorothéa MacFarland. 

Denis Du-For was in overall 
charge of the Amphitheatre pro- 
ductions. His staff had Edward 
Clark Lilley as_ stager, Rollo 
Wayne, scenic designer, Edward 
Hunt, musical and choral director, 
and William Holbrook, choreog- 
rapher. Kenneth Gray was assis- 
tant stage manager. 

Louisville Park Theatrical Assn. 
is a civic project, operated with- 
out profit. All proceeds over ac- 
tual operation are ploughed. back 
into physical and. production im- 
provements. It has a list of some 
150 guarantors, made up of indi- 
viduals and business firms. To 
date, the summer musical project 
has been able to operate in the 
black, and guarantors have not 
hi called on to furnish financial 


Pleasant Mills to Preem 
Drama in Atlantic City 


" Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 

The Cat In the Cage,” new play 
by Howard Richardson and Francis 
Goforth, will be presented by the 
Pleasant Mills Playhouse company 
in the Quarterdeck Theatre at 
Hotel Morton here next Monday 
Night (25), 

Gianni Pitale operates the 
Pleasant Mills Playhouse at Ham- 
aenton, N. J. It’s his first tryout. 
how will be offered here three 
we (Monday, Tuesday and 
peanesday) and then move to the 
rae Mills house for three ad- 
ional days, a policy followed all 
Season by the Mill players. 
tog tale. publisher of a Hammon- 
pele np 3 has obtained option 
th le play for Broadway. He says 
a if it's favorably received, he'll 
tle . big name” cast with inten- 
tr of playing metropolitan cen- 
ne finally New York. 
wrote mason. who also recently 
ae The Stained -Glass Win- 
=. and is co-author of “Dark of 
in th oom” Will be here to assist 

the direction of the play. 


Margo Jones Sets Staff 


M Dallas, Aug. 19. 
of THe” Jones, managing director 
heatre ’52, has announced that 

ro ™Msay Burch will return this sea- 
n as her associate director, his 











itested by 


Season wound up with a loss again, 
but not as much red as a year ago. 


‘PORGY’ NEAR-CAPACITY 
386 IN 2D WK., WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
and Bess racked up a 





“Porgy 


,second near-capacity take at the 
| National last week with an impos- 


ing $38,000. Actually, the 1,600- 
seater has a _ potential of over 
$40,000 with the house scaled to 
$4.80, but a benefit for a local hos- 
pital last. week took a bite out of 
the total. : 
_Advance for the remaining fort- 
night of the run is heavy, with 
close to SRO biz assured. Troupe 
leaves for Europe immediately af- 
ter current run. 











| Alien Restrictions 


aa_== Continued from page 57 =e 


shows, have been temporarily de- 
ferred. As a result, the Theatre 
Guild is preparing to go ahead 
with the importation of the Lon- 
don production of Shaw’s “Million- 
airess,” starring Katharine Hep- 
burn, including the full British 
cast. 

In announcing the temporary 
dropping of the controversial new 
alien rule, which had been pro- 
British Equity, the 
Equity council last week warn- 
ed that its future attitude on 
the question may be governed. by 
the “extent of discretion shown by 
managers in the engagement § of 
alien actors. At.the same time, it 
was stated that negotiations would 
be resumed with British Equity on 
the whole question of alien re- 
strictions here and in England, 
and that the new rules would be 
waived until such confabs are 
completed or until next Dec. 31. 

Without referring specifically to 
the ‘recent protests of Broadway 
producers and by a number of its 
own members currently in British 
shows, the council suggested that 
its suspension of the new regula- 
tions might create “a more har- 
monious atmosphere.” British 
Equity, which had been in the 
midst of negotiations on the sub- 
ject with Maurice Evans, who was 
representing the U. S. actor union, 
was irate at the sudden “unilat- 
eral” adoption of new, stringent 
restricttons. 











Evans, who returned to the 
U. S. only a few weeks ago, is 
underst to have strongly urged 


regulation pending further at- 
tempts to reach an agreement with 
British Equity. 


L’ville Legit Gets Boost 
Via ANTA, Little Theatre 


Louisville, Aug. 19. 

Little theatre movement has re- 
ceived an impetus here with forma- 
tion of a group to perform plays in 
the round. Officers have been 
elected, headed by Ken Meeker, 
WHAS announcer, as president. C. 
Douglas Ramey, active in a direc- 
torial capacity with Louisville and 
Indiana groups, has been pacted as 
director. Ramey just closed six 
weeks with the Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre summer musicals, where he 
played speaking roles. 

A movement is on foot to re- 
vive professional theatre in Louis- 
ville. Last week, ANTA adminis- 








‘etree Burch, as her executive as- 
oe and Roy Somlyo as busi- 
manager, 
— Pe: first new script she has 
“Good to present this season 
— bye; Your Majesty” by 
Vian Connell, 





trator Christian Westphalen con- 
ferred with Mayor Charles Farns- 


;ley on the possibility of opening 


the door to a new theatre group 
here. Proposed organization would 
draw talent from the professional 
| stage. 


ballerinas 


i 


{ 


the council to defer the new» 


|reviews for 


‘Stalag’ $10,800 for 7 
In Sizzling Portland 


Portland, Ore., Ane 19. 

“Stalag 17,” with John Ericson 
and George Tobias, racked up a 
mild $10,800 in five nite and two 
matinee performances at the May- 
fair here last Tuesday-Saturday 
(12-16). In the extreme heat the 
comedy-meller started slowly, but 
built to good attendance by week- | 
1,500-seat house was 
scaled to $3.60. 

“Call Me Madam” is set for the 
Auditorium for six days starting} 
Sept. 1. 


‘Jollyana’ 366, 
Fourposter’ 226, 
Madam’ 646, SF. 


San Francisco, Aug. 19. 

“Call Me Madam,” with Elaine 
Stritch and Kent Smith, continued 
to pile up hefty biz last week at the 
3,250-seat Opera House, in spite of 
heavy competition from three new* 
shows. This Civic Light Opera 
production, scaled to $4.80, chalked 
up a sock $64,000 for its third 








week. 
“Jollyana,” starring Bobby Clark 
and Mitzi Gaynor, in its first frame 


at the 1,758-seat Curran, hit a big 
$36,000. Final Civic Light Opera 
production of the season, “Jolly- 


B’way Zooms on Tourist Influx; 


King’ Back to Sellout, ‘Guys’ $43,900, 
~ ‘Wish’ Hot $43,200, ‘Animal’ $16,000 


+ The boxoffice upbeat took an- 





tion, “Wizard of Oz,” ended a fort-| near-capacity 
night’s stand Sunday 
ing a 
38,300 
State 
week’s take was $41,300, as against 
first stanza’s $38,500. Take was 
good, since “Oz’’ was in the middle | 
of a record-breaking ‘heat 
which saw daily temperatures from | 


| other spurt last week as the tourist 


‘Wizard’ $79,800 in Dallas | inftux continued and intermittent 


* ° | bound residents in town. All shows 
Fortnighter Despite Heat | profited again, with “King and I” 
Dallas. Au 19 returning to absolute capacity, 
Dan Jalias, Aug. 1%. | “Guys and Dolls,” “Pal Joey” and 
State Fair Musicals’ fifth produc- climbing back te 
e attendance, ard 
(17), show-|*Wish You Were Here” zooming 
good $79,800 gross from | nearly $9,000 over its improved 
payees in the 4,300-seat/| take of the preceding week. 
Fair Auditorium. Second | The total gross for all 10 
shows last week was $305,900, 
or 81° of capacity. Week be- 
fore last the total for all 10 
entries was $284,800, for a cor- 
rected 75% of capacity, repre- 


“New Faces” 





wave 


100 to 106 degrees. 1 

“Wizard” starred Marilyn Day, | 
Buddy Ebsen and Hiram Sherman, | 
with Erik Rhodes, Anita Bolster | 
and Joe E. Marks in support. 

Final staging of the 1952 season, | 
“Call Me Madam,” opened last | 
(Mon.) with season’s best advance 
ducat sale. Irving Berlin show, 
Aug. 18-31, stars Joan Blondell, 
Gene Raymond and Russell Nype, | 
and features Ellen McCowan, Joe | 
. Marks, Donald Somers, Frank 
Rogier and Owen Hewitt. 





“hag Ber ; ‘ 9 
ana” with a $4.80 top is benefit- | Vi $73 Riy) 
OON 920,00V, 


ing from heavy subscriptions. It 
drew fair reviews. 

“Fourposter,” starring Jessica 
Tandy and Hume Cronyn, in its 
first week at the 1,550-seat Geary, 
rated crix raves and wound up 
with a hefty $22,000. House is 
scaled to $4.20. 

“Remains To Be Seen,” with 
Roddy McDowall, Sally Forrest 
and Allen Jenkins, opened at the 
1,157-seat United Nations to warm 
\ show, but less thar 
pleasing notices for acting chores 
and direction. Show, with a $3.60 
top, chalked up only $9,800. 


‘LADIES’ SOCK $14,800 
IN 2D TORONTO STANZA 


Toronto, Aug.’ 19. 

On complete capacity; plus 
standees at all performances, 
“Good Nite, Ladies” scored a 
second big week at the ‘Royal 
Alexandra here, with two-for-one 
campaign racking up $14,800 for 
the 1,525-seater at $3.50 top with 
tax. Engagement saw 400 to 500 
nightly turnaways; ditto Saturday 
matinee, 

But for. subsequent Montreal- 
Buffalo dates, piece could have sold 
out solid here .for four weeks, 


according to Ernest Rawley, Royal 
Alexandra manager. 


Toyland’ Boff $53,000 
In St. Loo Muny Week 


St. Louis, Aug. 19. 

In spite of threatening skies 
almost continuously throughout 
its one-week frame, Victor Her- 
bert’s “Babes in Toyland” wound 
up a week’s run Sunday night (17) 
in the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s 
alfresco playhouse in Forest Park 
Sunday (17) with a hefty $53,000 
gross from 64,000 payees. Fea- 
tured in the show were Elaine 
Kirchner, Georgiana Bannister, 
Dick Kallman, Mary Ann Niles 
Patricia Bowman, Robert Pagent 
and Nirska. 

Wheeling into the home stretch 
with two-week engagement, “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” _— last 
night (Mon.) before e largest 
first-night mob of season 10,200 
payees and an estimated gross of 
$6,500. Leads are Sandra Deel, 








William Shriner, Jack Rutherford, ' 


Ruth Gillette, Arthur Barnett and 
Miss Niles. 





Nina Vance Now Heads 


Alley Theatre, Houston 


Houston, Aug. 19. 
Nina Vance, stage director of the 
Alley Theatre for the past five 
years, was named managing direc- 
tor, with complete authority over 
production and financial “caatters. 
Bob Altfeld, prez of the group, 
who has been also serving as biz 
manager, resigned, as did his wife, 





Vivien Altfeld, in protest over the | 


move made by the group of direc- 
tors. 


| 


Los Angeles, Aug. 19. 
| Town's two legit houses con- 
| tinued to rack up hefty business 
\last week. Leader was “South 
acific’ with nearly $53,600 again 
its third frame at the 2,670-seat 


ilharmonic Aud. Tally is capa- | 
ciiy save for scattered gallery ‘o- | 


| cations. 
Gallery 
n Is Blue” to $23,800 for its 


weakness held “The 


- SP? $53,600, LA. 





| Moo 
| first frame at the 1,636-seat Bilt- 
|}more, but the gross 
faround 75% 
profitable. Initial 
|ness cue 
|the option for an additional three 
stanzas and the show now holds 
| through Sept. 13. 


| BLANCHE RING SETTLES 
206 TAX REFUND CLAIM 


Catskill, N. Y., Aug. 19. 


Papers were filed in the Greene 
County clerk's office last Wednes- 
day (13) showing that Mrs. Blanche 
Ring Winninger, 74, former Broad- 
way star, had been paid an undis- 
closed amount in her $20,000 suit 
against the late Frank B. Meseke, 
Coxsackie attorney, for alleged un- 
returned tax refunds. Meseke, who 
died April 6 while the suits were 
pending, had brought a $50,000 
counteraction for defamation of 
reputation. 

Before moving to Coxsackie, Me- 
seke was a tax specialist in New 
York and handled returns of Mrs. 
Winninger and her former hus- 
band, actor Charles J. Winninger. 

The settlement and stipulation 
of discontinuance were made 
through Mrs. Hilda S. Meseke, 
widow of the lawyer, as executrix 
of his will. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 18-30) 

“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott)—-Lyceum, 
Minneapolis (18-23); Strand, Van- 
couver (27-30). 

“Call Me Madam” — oo 
House,, S. F. (18-23); Metropolitan, 
Seattle (26-30). 

“Fourposter” (Jessica Tandy, 
yo Cronyn)—Geary, S 


“Good Nite Ladies”—Erlanger, 
Buffalo (25-30). 

“Guys and Dolls”—Shubert, Chi 
(18-30). 

“Jollyanna,” (Bobby Clark, Mitzi 
Gaynor)—Curran, S. F. (18-30). 

“Moon Is Blue” (David Niven, 
Diana Lynn, Scott Bragy)—Bilt- 
more, L. A. (18-30). 

“Oklahoma!” — Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (29-30). 

“Porgy and Bess” — National, 
Wash. (18-30). 

“South Pacific’ (‘Janet Blair, 
|Webb Tilton)—Philharmonic Aud., 
L. A. (18-30). 


session's 











jattle (18-24); Capitol, Salt Lake 
City (26-27); Aud., Denver (29-20). 


represents | wk) 
capacity and very | (Gertrude Lawrence). 
busi- | 
d the decision to pick up | $50,900). 


senting a jump of 10° ever 
the previous week. 

A year ago last week the 
total for all 12 shows was 
$363,900, or 76° of capacity, 
a rise of 1° from the week 
before. 

With no closing likely for some 
time, the current list will remain 


static until Sept. 1, when “Top 
3anana” reopens at the Winter 
Garden, to be followed a week 
later by “Mrs. McThing” at the 


| Morosco. The first opening of the 


fall lineup will be “Trial of Mr. 
Pickwick,” due Sept. 17 at the 
Plymouth. 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to top prices; 
number of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: i.e., 
exclusive of tax. 

“Fourposter,” Barrymore (43d 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,060; $24,996) (Bet- 
ty Field, Burgess Meredith). Over 
$11,800 (previous week, $9.500). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th St. (91st 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,904). 
Reached $43,900 ‘previous week, 
$42,200). 

“King and I,” St. James (73d 
(MC-$7.20; 1,571; . $51,717) 
Went clean 
at over $51,700 (previous week, 

“Male Animal,” Music Box (16th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $25,903) (El- 
liot Nugent, Martha Scott, Robert 


Preston). Nearly $16,000 (previ- 
ous week, $14,200), 
“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (76th 


wk) (C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Donald 


| Cook, Harry Nelson, Maggie Mc- 


Namara). Over $8,600 (previous 
week, $7,700). 

“New Faces,” Royale (14th wk) 
(R-$6; 1,035; $30,600). Almost 


$30,100 (previous week, $28,100). 
“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (334 wk) 
(MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602) (Vivi- 
enne Segal, Harold Lang). Nearly 
$38,700 (previous week, $37,000). 
“Point of No Return,” -Alvin 
(31st wk) (D-$4.90-$6; 1,331; $37,- 
924) (Henry Fonda). Almost $21,- 
200 (previous week, $20,500). 
“South Pacific,” Majestic (174th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Mar- 
tha Wright, George Britton). Over 
$40,700 (previous week, $37,900). 
“Wish You Were Here,” Im- 
perial (8th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; 
$51,847). Over $43,200 (previous 
week, $34,400). 


“East Wind’ Damp $35,000 
In Kansas City Week 


Kansas City, Aug. 19. 

Starlight Theatre last week had 
“East Wind” for a seven-day run, 
but the Sigmund Romberg-Oscar 
Hammerstein-Frank Mandel musi- 
cal failed to draw strongly. Out- 
door theatre in Swope Park was 
also hit by rain Saturday (16), lim- 
iting the gross to $35,000 for six 
performances. 

Ninth production of the 10-play 
season is “Red Mill,” which opened 








oe (18- | 


“Stalag 17”°—Metropolitan, Se-— 


Monday night. (18) with Hal Le- 
Roy, Paul Gilbert, Marie Foster, 
| Ronnie Cunningham, Robert Feyti, 
| Betty Ann Busch, Joseph Maccau- 
\lay, Richard Wentworth, Robert 
Bernard and Phil Seed as prin- 
cipals. 


Ohio Landmark Sunk 


Elyria, O., Aug. 19. 

Another landmark of legit days 
is being razed. It’s the old Rialto 
, Theatre, on Second St., in down- 
town Elyria, which opened in 1902 
with DeWolf Hopper starring in 
“Wang.” 

Theatre could not compete with 
-more modern film houses, and was 
‘closed over 10 years ago. 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Seagulls Over Serrento 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 19. 


rt Country Playhouse presenta- 
tion of comedy in three acts (seven 
scenes) by Hugh Hastings. Staged by 
Armina Marshall, Charles Bowden; Mn 
ting, Peter Larkin. At Westport (C@in.) 
ountry Playhouse, Aug. 18, ‘52; $3.90 
top. 


West 


Able Seaman Mcintosh. . Bruce Hall 
Able Seaman Sims .....Mortimer Rydell 
Able Seaman ‘Turner...... John Randolph 
Able Seaman Badger...... J. Pat O'Malley 


Petty Officer Herbert..... 
Lt. Comdr. Redmond........- 
Sub.-Lieut. Granger 
Able Seaman Hudson... 
Telegraphist 


Guy Spaull 
Walter Brooke 
Rod Steiger 





The psychological 
presentation to Broadway has made 


psychological moment for presenta- 
tion of this particular one is as 
early in the new season as possible. 
At a time when playgoing appetites 
have not been surfeited via a long 
list of productions, and when 
critical evaluation is apt to be 
more lenient in its eagerness to 
greet the resumption of stage 
activity after the summer hiatus, 
a moderately interesting candidate 
stands a better chance of survival. 

And that’s exactly what “Sea- 
gulls” is as of its strawhat breakin 
— a moderately interesting play 


Leslie Nielsen | 





} 


Bill Daniels | 


moment of | 


Scot; Mortimer Rydell as junior 
member of the crew; John Ran- 
dolph as an explosive seaman; 
Leslie Nielsen as an unbearable 
petty officer; Guy Spaull as top 
brass of the outfit; Bill Daniels as 
assistant brass; Walter Brooke as 
a philosophic radar man, and Rod 
Steiger as a burly radio operator. 
Direction is praiseworthy, like- 
wise the technical work, including 
set and lighting. Bone. 


Night at Mme. Tussaud’s 
Norwich, Conn., Aug. 19. 


Herbert L. Kneeter production of melo- 
drama in two acts by win Justus May- 


or broken more than one play The ler. Stars Miriam Hopkins, Peter Lorre; 


features Ralph Clanton, Viola Frayne, 
Rudulph Justice Watson. Directed by 
Lorre; settings, Geoffry Brown; lighting, 


Lloyd Kerber. At Norwich (Conn.) Sum- 


mer Theatre’ Aug. 18, °52. 


Marquis de Brienne Ralph Clanton 


Pitt Opener Put Back 
To Late Sept. With ‘Okla.’ 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 19. ° 
With a two-week postponement 
of “Oklahoma,’ from Sept. 15 to 29, 
opening date of Nixon, town’s sole 
legit house, for the 1952-53 sea- 
son, is still somewhat up in the 
air. Management now hopes to 
get something else for an inaugural 
before “Oklahoma.” 
Incidentally, the new Nixon began 
its career as a legit house in Sep- 
tember, 1950, with “Oklahoma.” 





' Boff Ballet Run Trial 


Balloon on’Com’! Shows 





| 
| 
' 
| 


Wife : Miriam Hopkins | 


Mme. Tussaud Viola Frayne 


Doctor . Rudulph Justice Watson 
Brutus ed ae KS Peter Lorre 
Messenger Barry Alan Grael 
Sergeant - . Joseph Warren 
Soldiers Geoffry Brown, A. Serli Peary, 


Sidney Antebi 


Mme. Calvert Harriet Tecot 





Producer Herbert L. Kneeter 
made a quick booking with Edwin 


| Justus Mayer’s “A Night at Mme. 


| Tussaud’s” at his Norwich Summer lin the 4.000 seat outdoor theatre. 


drawing its highest values from its | 


interpretation by a competent cast 
rather than from its basic thesis. 

This is a British import brought 
over from London for Theatre 
Guild showcasing in Gotham. Un- 
like many of its predecessors, it 
appears to have a fair chance of 


selling itself. Good dialog lends 
a helping hand. « 
Although it lacks the promo- 


tional asset of names in the cast, 
this same factor has provided a 
very modest nut which can well 
help it to hang around till it 
catches on. 

Play, which will probably be 
labeled “The Limey Mr. Roberts,” 
concerns a small group of British 
seamen doing dangerous experi- 
mental work on an island in Scapa 
Flow. Cast comprises standard 
types befitting such a group, but 
the stereotype angle has been 
successfully subordinated by an 
excellent set of performances that 
emphasize how a thing should be 
done rather than the thing itself. 
In brief, they’ve added a fresh 
feather to an old hat. 

Troupe is uniformly good, with 
J. Pat O’Malley carrying the lion's 
share of the burden for laughs as 
a vet salt whose motto is “never 
volunteer for anything.” Neatly 


cast are Bruce Hall as a silent 











WICHAEL MANN 


“On Borrowed Time” 


“Michael Mann is neither aggressively 
precocious nor obnoxiously saccharine. 
His talent and television experience re- 
sult in @ natural and thoroughly like- 
able performance.” 

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL 


“Michael Mann gives a convincing per- 
formance as he becomes a counter- 
part of his crotchety grandfather, Karl 
Light.” 

THE HARLEM VALLEY TIMES 


Sharon Playhouse, Sharon, Conn. 
ARTISTS SERVICE SU 7-5400 





Theatre. The moderate horror 
play, built along Grand Guignol 


lines, co-stars Miriam Hopkins and | 


Peter Lorre, with Lorre making his 
American stage debut. 

Show, on apening night, seemed 
in better shape than most new 
plays when premiering on the silo 
circuit. More blood and gore is 
reported to be added as the melo- 
drama continues its five-week trav- 
els, and it can do with both. 

It should fare well for remainder 
of its summer touring, and appear- 
ance of Lorre on the stage will 
prove a draw, if only for curiosity 
value, judging by the attention the 
little man received here at Nor- 
wich. 

Lorre must have remembered his 
European experience, for the star, 
known only in films here, knows 
his way around the stage. He is 
properly horrifying and _ sinister, 
and yet, with his own innate likable 
qualities, comes off no worse than 
Peck’s Bad Boy misbehaving. 

He plays an artist in the Tussaud 
Paris waxworks in 1794, who has a 
fondness for the heads collected 
from the guillotine and enjoys 
nothing better than an afternoon 
attending head-choppings. 

He also has a fondness for Ninon, 
enacted by Miss Hopkins, who, 
with her husband, is an aristocrat 


in the days when it was not safe 
being one. 
She and her husband, the 


Marquis Lomenie de Brienne, are 
posing as brother and sister, and 
are being sheltered by Mme. Tus- 
saud until they can make their 


escape. Brutus, or Lorre’s charac- | 


ter, seems to be one of the ob- 
stacles. Hopkins has to play up to 
him when, in actuality, she would 
feel more loving toward a grass 
snake. 

It’s the kind of role the femme 
star likes to do, and the teeth at 
all times are busy getting into it. 

Other members of the troupe are 
in good form. Ralph Clanton, as 
Miss Hopkins’ husband, is always 
at home in costume drama, and 
gives his part a flare. Viola Frayne, 


playing Mme. Tussaud, and Ru-| wi 


dulph Justice Watson, in role of 
Dr. Guillotine, the man who in- 
vented the head - chopper - offer, 
have little to do, but they bring 
period atmosphere. 

Mayer has to give the play more 
point to his story, and suspense 
before it is ready for Broadway. 
More comedy and horror atmos- 
phere will help. “Tussand” would 
make a good touring vehicle, for 
people on the road would scare 
more easily in the presence of the 
master scarer, and there should be 
a ready audience in the hinterlands 
for an easy horrifier. 

Lorre has staged the play, and 
with additional timing and direc- 
torial suspense, the show could be 
ready for its travels. 

For Norwich, Geoffry Brown has 
designed a neat period set. 

Broadway could do with a good 
horror play with comedy overtones. 
Time and a lot of work will decide 




















July—Appeared as 
Tom Marlowe in "GOOD NEWS" 
Kansas City Starlight Theatre 





THE FORT WAYNE LIGHT OPERA FESTIVAL 


Production ot RO Bb ERTA”’ 
sivring RONALD ROGERS‘ 


BROKE ALL EXISTING RECORDS! 


Per. Mgt.: ROSE ADAIR, Hotel Wellington, New York City; Cl 7-3900, MU 2-9461 


whether this can be it. Vern. 





* Returns as Poldi in 
“THE GREAT WALTZ" 
Opening August 21 
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For D.C.’s Barron Amphi 


Washington, Aug. 19. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
scored so solidly during its nine- 
day run at the outdoor Carter Bar- 
ron Amphitheatre here that it is 
being held over an _ additional 
week, winding up its D. C. stint 
Aug. 23. Despite being rained out 
two nights, and threatened with 
showers every night but one, the 
Sergei Denham troupe grossed an 
impressive $40,000 for seven shows 


scaled from $3. 


Ballet run was a trial balloon to 
test use of the Amphitheatre for 
strictly commercial shows. Sylvan 
Theatre was built in 1950 for use 
of Paul Green’s “Faith of Our 
Fathers,” pageant commemorating 
the Capital’s sesqui-centennial. 
Later renamed in honor of the late 
Loew-Metro exec, largely responsi- 
ble for its existence, it has threat- 
ened to become a white elephant. 
Current success of initial commer- 
cial use is inspiring elaborate 
plans for 1953. Government-owned, 
amphitheatre is under supervision 
of the Dept. of the Interior. 


Super Attractions, run by Is 
and Irv Feld, former pharmacists 
who now operate town’s largest re- 
tail disk shop, booked the ballet, 
along with David Polland, local 
film and legit publicist. Feld 
Bros, have been making a dent in 
local show biz circles the past 
three years with one-night book- 
ings of name bands, jam sessions, 
etc. They have recently extended 
their activity to Baltimore, Rich- 
mond, Norfolk and Pittsburgh, and 
are now turning attention to cul- 
tural attractions. Next season’s 
agenda for the brothers, for ex- 
ample, includes “Don Juan in 
Hell,” with the Drama Quartet, 
beoked into Constitution Hall next 
November. 


Play Abroad 


Quadrille 


Glasgow, Aug. 14. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., and John C. Wil- 
son production of “Quadrille,” romantic 
comedy, by Noel Coward. Scenery and 
costumes by Cecil Beaton, Incidental mu- 
sic (under direction of Leslie Bridge- 
water) by Noel Coward. In three acts. 
Directed by the author. .At King’s The- 
a Glasgow, prior to London produc- 
on. 
Rev. Edgar. Spevin 
Sarah 








ose esegeee ds ...« Michael Allinson 
Courier Timothy Forbes Adam 
Marquis of Heronden.... Griffith Jones 
Mrs. Axel Diensen....... Marian Spencer 
US oe Poe eee Gordon Phillott 
Marchioness of Heronden. Lynn Fontanne 
Lady Harriet Ripley Joyce Carey 





DUE «dvs Chess ccceeds .... Sybil Wise 
Footman baie os0ecceess Rhoderick Walker 
Axel Diensen ........... Alfred Lunt 
Octavia ......specccees. Sylvia Coleridge 
Waiter oases . Charles Rennison 

Noel Coward has written this 


romantic comedy specially for the 
Lunts. This is the third play he 
has done for the pair. If not one 
of Coward's best, it is nevertheless 
excellent entertainment, providing 
the distinguished U. S. husband- 
and-wife team with ideal parts. 

Only Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne could do the splendid job 
essential for this gay, romantic 
piece of Victorian England and 
France. Judging by the standard 
of show caught, and the eyecatch- 
ing Cecil Beaton scenery and cos- 
tumes, this production looks 





\this winter. Reported it may 
later move to New York, with the 
Lunts, of course. 


Plot is the familiar elopement 
tangle, with the wife of an Ameri- 
can railroad magnate running off 
with a foppish English marquis 
| and the railroad millionaire, a dia- 
| mond in the rough, teaming up 
with the gay, sophisticated mar- 
| chioness. 
| Marian Spencer and Griffith 
| Jones are well cast as the railroad 
king’s wife and the marquis, re- 
spectively, while Joyce Carey is a 
conspiring visitor. 

The first act drags, with the 
Noel Coward dialog not exactly 


headed for a lengthy London run | 
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of business decline (although that 
factor is evident), it’s also a mat- 
ter of esau overhead that is 
causing the gripes. Costs on prac- 
tically everything have gone up 
but in virtually every instance 
scales have been forced to main- 
tain their 1951 levels. Exception 
here is Andover, which jacked its 
tariff 10c. Data and observations 
on playhouses visited shape up as 
follows: 

Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, 
N. J. (Cap. 988; top $4.20; weekly 
performances 8; possible gross 
$18,000). Frank Carrington is. man- 
aging director here. House is not 
strictly strawhat as its season runs 
from around Easter to January. 
Worthy of note, however, is that 
the summer business this year has 
been about 10% below a_ corre- 
sponding period of 1951. Now in 
its 13th season, Paper Mill. which 
draws substantially from Long Is- 
land and Philly, continues its pol- 
icy of running musicals not less 
than four weeks and even up to 
seven -weeks. Best grosser this 


year has been the six-week sojourn | 


of “Kiss Me Kate.” 

Summer Theatre, 
J. (Cap. 1,023; top $3.60; weekly 
perf. 8; pos. gross $18,256). De- 
spite a 300,000 potential draw with- 
in a 50-mile radius, producer-direc- 
tor Herbert Kenwith has checked 
off a 25% drop in biz over the ’51 
figure of the same weeks. This 
was the tabulation in the seventh 
week of his sixth season, normally 
slated to go 10 rounds. Number 
1 b.o. impact was furnished by Mae 
West in “Come On Up.” 

Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. (Cap. 432; top $3.40; 
weekly perf. 8; pos. gross $6,600). 
Theron Bamberger is finding this 
12th season of the Playhouse 
somewhat a case of much ado 
about nothing from a net financial 
angle. Although the season’s open- 
er of Kitty Carlisle in ‘Lady in the 
Dark” pulled a substantial gross, 
it simmered down to just a _ pres- 
tige engagement when the final 
chips were down. In the ninth 
week of a 14-week season, the Bam- 
berger gross scoreboard shows a 
minus of 10% as compared with a 
year ago. On straight plays, 
“Count’ Your Blessings” (Albert 
Dekker) drew top dollars. Spot has 
a long distance draw, pulling them 
from as far as 80 miles away. 

Music Circus, Lambertville, N. J. 
(Cap. 1,500; top $3.60; weekly perf. 
7; pos. gross $17,000). By way of 
variety from the beef contingent, 
St. John Terrell reports biz in the 
ninth week of near-SRO season, 
about 10% abeve ’51. Terrell states 
it’s the best year of the spot’s four- 
season career and there has not 


Princeton, N. 


been a red week to date in ’52.+ 


Tent show pulls two-thirds of its 
audience from Philly (37 miles) 
and the balance within a 30-mile 
radius. A solid sellout (two weeks) 
of “Carousel” is the jackpot win- 
ner to date. 

Pocono Playhouse, Mountain- 
home, Pa. (Cap. 500; top $3.60; 
weekly perf. 8; pos. gross $8,000). 
Eighth week (of 11) of this sixth 
season found producer-manager 
Rowena Stevens on the plus side 
of the ledger by a small percent- 
age over last year. The Claude 
Rains tryout of “Jezebel’s Hus- 
band” hit the top figure as of this 
report. In a smalltown mountain 
nideaway, playhouse must pull 
from an extended area, with one- 
third of its business coming from 
50-mile-distant Scranton. 

Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, 
N. J. (Cap. 790; top $2.50; weekly 
perf. 7; pos. gross $12,700). Robert 
Perry, managing director here. 
records his third season below ex- 
pectations, as of the seventh frame 
of an ll-week schedule. Calcula- 
tions bring out a figure of approx- 
imately 10% less than the same 
period last year. Perry has a 25- 
mile lake resort region to draw 
from but has encountered new 
smaller-scale competition this year 
from nearby Landing, N. J. Jackie 
Cooper and Fran Warren in “Re- 
mains To Be Seen” have pulled 
the fattest gross of season so far. 
_ Lakeside Summer Theatre, Land- 
ing, N. J. (Cap. 402; top $2.40; 
weekly perf. 7; pos. gross $5,200). 
Hal Lawrence has adapted this 
erstwhile film cubicle to strawhat 
operation and finds his first season 
at the Spot not too heartening. On 
a possible gross of $5,200, nearest 
he has come to that figure was 
$3,000 on top puller “Happy Time” 
with Helmut Dantine. When early- 
season matinee drew nothing but 


Strawhats Not So Jaunty 


Continued from page 57 —W__ 





—_—, 

a Saturday midni 
improved results. 
Rockland County 


ght show, With 


Playhouse 


Blauvelt, N. Y. (Cap. 282: top ; 
weekly perf: 5; pos. gross pred 
This non-Equity setup, called the 
Pickwick Players, is busine : 
managed by David Manning oa 
takes over the spot where a 
Equity group folded in 51 after 


four weeks of operation 


: Entirely 
co-op, it’s a 12-person organinatien 
that plays Wed.-Sun, Although 
located in New York, 50°; of aene 
comes from over-the-line Jersey 


communities. “Philadelphia 
has brought the best figure to date 
Venture .is paying its way at the 
end of the fifth week of a sched 
uled 1l-week season. 

Foothill Playhouse, Bond Br 
N. J. (Cap. 125; top $1.50: bene 
perf. 4; pos. gross $600). One of 
those projects that convinces an 
observer that the iiving theatre 
will never die as long as it has 
advocates of this nature, this non. 
Equity setup, headed by Charlotte 
Klein, is attempting to phoenix its 
way up from the ashes of a larger 
| institution which was completely 
| destroyed by fire three years ago, 
Shows run over two-week periods 
and to date have paid expenses on 
a non-profit basis. 

Meadowbrook Summer Theatre, 
Cedar Grove, N. J. (Cap. 750; top 
$1.20; weekly perf. 6; pos. gross 
$2,300). John Martucci, managing 
director of Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, reports a to-date season 
‘which, while behind last year, is 
optimistic enough to indicate .a 
good possibility of going Equity 
next year. Succeeding weeks have 
been reducing the minus percent- 
age gap over ’51 and final three 
weeks of 13-week season look en- 
couraging. A hybrid b.o. system 
here adds novelty to the spot; first 
seven rows are reserved, balance 
rush, with a pass-the-hat gimmick 
raking in whatever coin is avail- 
able. “Male Animal” best grosser 
so far. 

Practically all houses are air- 
conditioned, only major exception 
being Princeton. Fact that the 
university does not occupy the 
building in summer, hence sees no 
point in air-conditioning it, is a 
serious stumbling-block to sellout 
biz here. 

Survey verified the fact that the 
day of slipshod catch-as-catch-can 
strawhat productions is a thing of 
the past. Seven shows caught re- 
vealed good workmanship in “Out- 
ward Bound” at Blauvelt, “Show 
Boat” at Millburn, “The Traitor” 
at Princeton. “Blue Danube” at 
New Hope, “3 Musketeers” at 
Lambertville, “Jezebel’s Husband” 
at Mountainhome, “One Touch of 
Venus” at Andover. Mi 

On the subject of names, major- 
ty of comment centered on the 
opinion that stars were getting all 
the gravy while operators were just 
having the fun of handling the 
money. At Andover, Perry gave 
strong indications of reverting to 
a resident company next year 
unless star-management financial 
setup is revised. On the other 
hand, at Princeton, Kenwith states 
that he cannot operate without 
names, and in his case, Hollywood 
names. If he is unable to close 4 
Hollywood name deal for his fina 
week, he will cut his season that 
much short. At Lakeside, Lawrence 
states he will abandon names next 
year inasmuch as he finds that 4 
major portion of inquiries ask what 
he is playing, not who is in it. 
Lawrence is playing moderately: 
priced names this year with the 
proviso they give a full week of 
rehearsals. 


‘Okla.’ to Tee N.H. Season 


New Haven, Aug. 19. 
The Shubert season here, orig: 
inally skedded for a late stat 


Story os 





closed a fast booking of “Okla- 
homa” to tee things off for Aus: 
-29-30. ‘ ace 

Normally the scene of 4 floc a 


early season tryouts, house 


' nothing set in the preem line - 





‘Sept. 18-20, when “In An) = 
guage” (Uta Hagen) gets its bal 
tism. 


Others on the probable list, 





though still unsigned, are Gene 
men Prefer Blondes,” “Don Jat 
in Hell” and “Deep Blue 5* 
(Margaret Sullavan’. 

Astrid WVarnay, Met or 
soprano, engaged for a ge 


eight starring appearances 4° 5" 
artist with the Munich StaatsoPe! 





shining until the later acts. Gord. | vacant spaces, Lawrence shifted to 


beginning Sept. 11. 
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arge Firing Upheld 

o - 2 decision last week, an 
arbitration board upheld the right 
¢ the L. A. Daily News to deny 
employment to staffers who refused 
to answer sworn charges to the 
effect they were Communists. Two 
men, reporter Vern Partlow and 
drama writer Darr Smith, had been 
tagged as having been Communists 
py witnesses before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. 
Action of the News had been 
challenged by the L. A: Newspaper 
Guild and matter was brought to 
arbitration. 

Dr. Paul A. Dodd, a dean of 
UCLA, cast the deciding vote be- 
tween the deadlocked management 
and union reps. In his opinion, 
Dodd wrote that a “newspaper is 
particularly susceptible to criti- 
cisms that flow from the support- 
ing public, advertisers, subscribers 
and readers” and “in order to 
survive in this highly competitive 
field” it had the right to call on 
the staffers to “deny the charges 
or leave the employment of the 
newspaper.” 

Partlow was discharged and 
Smith, who held a place on the 
preferential hiring list, was denied 
rehiring rights. 

fter the arbitration was wrap- 

ed up, News prexy Robert L. 
Emnith sent out letters to friends 
noting that although three rival 
papers published the original re- 
ports about the writers’ alleged 
political activities, they failed to 
print reports on the result of the 
arbitration, He added that although 
an employee of another L. A. daily 
was charged with “Red” links at 
the same time, “to date no action 
to discharge him has been taken.” 
The paper, however, has dropped 
his byline. 





Defines ‘Pantagraph’ 
Editor, VARIETY: ; 

When I was a kid playing circle 
stock with the Hill & Dale Co. out 
of Cedar Rapids, I took some time 
off during the summer of 1933 and 
hitchhiked to the Century of Prog- 
ress Exposition in Chicago. 

En route to the Windy City I 
passed through Bloomington, IIL, 
and at a beanery there I happened 
to glance at the masthead of the 
local newspaper..I became fascin- 
ated with the name of that news- 
paper and asked several natives 
what Pantagraph meant. They 
didn’t know. 

My dictionary wasn’t much help. 
It defined pantagraph or panto- 
graph as “an instrument for copy- 
ing drawings, designs, etc., on an 
enlarged or reduced scale. 

When The Pantograph popped 
into headlines recently, I deter- 
mined to find out what the name 
Meant, so “I asked the man who 
owns one.” Today, I received this 
letter from Springfield. 

“Thank you so much for 
your nice letter. 

“The name ‘Pantagraph’ is 
taken from the Greek, mean- 
ing ‘to write all things.’ I am 
sure from the meaning of the 
name you will understand 
why it was selected as the 
name of the newspaper in 
Bloomington. 

“You were good to write me 
and I am most grateful for 
your good wishes. 

H Adlai E. Stevenson.” 

Now we allknow. — : 

Bob Downing 





Scully’s Hypoed ‘Saucers’ 
Recent revival of interest in the 
ying saucers is perking sales of 
Frank Scully’s “Behind the Flying 
Saucers,” published by Henry Holt 
Wo years ago. Book has sold over 
55,000 copies in seven printings 
and has been put out in six trans- 
lations. A South African publi- 
Cation has just picked up 10,000 
Words of the tome. Book by the 
Variery mugg also — ¥- big re- 
Print sale via Popular Library. 

Meanwhile, True mag includes 
an “expose” of the Scully book in 
its September issue. Scully claims 
he mag printed the piece because 
ve its “envy” over having original- 
y turned down the Scully’s saucer 
yarn two years ago. 





Windsor ‘Confidential’ 

Current under-the-counter best- 
seller in New York is a purported 
Private lives” of the Duke and 
chess of Windsor. Labeled 
Lese Majesty,” the $4 volume is 
Credited to Norman Lockridge. 
Author is not. further identified 
ther than a flap reference as a 
‘rained reporter.” 
~~. he is trained, it must have 
\, 2 on the worst type of tabloid. 
Pt ume is not only thoroughly 
urrilous, but there's mighty little 
?cumentation of the innuendoes 
dren es. Tome comprises long- 
‘Wn-out, fishy-sounding anec- 








— that make rather dull read- 
ing. 
Few bookstores are carrying it in 
stock and most are loath to pro- 
cure it unless pushed. Printed in 
the U. S., it bears the label of 
“Boars Head Press,” which is not 





would contact Hemingway on 
whether he'd be receptive to the 
Life publication. Hemingway holds 
the copyright on his own works, 
and so was able to grant Life the 
right to run it. He also holds the 
film and tele rights. 





Sharp’s ‘Wings’ 

Dr. Roland Hall Sharp, foreign 
correspondent of the Christian 
Science Monitor, flew to Europe 
last week with a stopoff in Iceland. 


listed in the New York telephone | It’s first leg of a world flight to 


directory. Herb. 





Trend to Male Mags 

Circulation of men’s magazines 
has reached an estimated high of 
45,000,000 copies sold annually at 
newsstands, with result that more 
publishers are hopping on the stag 
bandwagon. At least eight pub- 
lishers are readying new 
mags for introduction this fall, in 


|a frantic race to cash in on a good 


thing. 

While Esquire is a dominant 
force among male publications, it’s 
a service-slanted book. The em- 
phasis in the newcomers is on he- 
man adventure and expose. True 
and Argosy, other pioneers, are 
big sellers and are showing healthy 
increases this year. Saga, Mac- 
fadden’s 1950 entry, is also grow- 
ing rapidly. Stag and Male, both 
about a year old, divide about 
850,000 monthly newsstand circu- 
lation between them. 

True and Argosy jumped from a 
total of 6,000,000 sold in ‘43 to 
29,000,000 in °50, and last year 
newsstand sales were 33,000,000 
with 12,000,000 copies sold via 
subscriptions. 

Ned Pines, publisher of See and 
Popular Library, launches Real on 
Sept. 16. Others out or due soon 
are Cavalier and Adam (both 
Fawcett); Hillman’s Man’s Day; 
Crestwood’s. Man’s Life, Almat’s 
Man's Magazine, Timely’s Fury 
and Weider’s Mr. America. 





Bishop’s ‘Hellinger’ Mixup 

Jim Bishop, whose “Mark Hel- 
linger Story” will be brought out 
by Appleton-Century-Crofts in No- 
vember, is having a hard time 
keeping bids for rights to the opus 
from getting crossed. 

Mixup resulted from fact that 
William Morris agency is handling 
the book and serial rights, while 
Al Horwits of Universal-Interna- 
tional is. working on the picture 
rights. Meanwhile, some mags 
have been contacting Franz Horch 
Associates, Bishop’s onetime agent, 
for the serial rights. To add to the 
confusion, “Parish Priest,” which 
he finished earlier, is due from 
McGraw-Hill presses in February, 
and the phones for rights are ring- 
ing everywhere but at McIntosh & 
McKee, who are handling this opus 





Storing Busts 

Nate Bienstock, business coun- 
selor to show biz and literati per- 
sonalities, is executor of Jo David- 
son’s estate and when the sculptor 
died he found himself with the 
original moulds of such greats as 
F. D. R., Will Rogers and Walt 
Whitman. Obviously this pre- 
sented a storage problem but Bien- 
stock solved it by storing Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s mould in Brandeis 
University; Will Rogers at the 
Rogers Sanatorium in Saranac; and 
Whitman’s at the Walt Whitman 
School in N. Y. City. 

Bienstock is the man about 
whom Robert C. Ruark, one of his 
clients, wrote a magazine article, 
“Bienstock and Our Jack,” refer- 
ring to the coin he guards for per- 
sonalities like Paul Gallico, Budd 
Schulberg, et al. 





Hemingway’s Jackpot 

Ernest Hemingway’s latest novel 
is getting a unique mass publica- 
tion spread. Titled “The Old Man 
and the Sea,” the 30,000-word tome 
will be published in its entirety in 
the Sept. 1 issue of Life (out Aug. 
28). Scribners will publish the 
novel between hard covers on Sept. 
8 and Book-of-the-Month Club will 
distribute it as half of its dual se- 
lection for next month. Life paid 
Hemingway $40,000 for the 30,000 
word’s or $1.33 a word. 

Story is an adventure tale about 
an old Cuban fisherman who, after 
a long streak of bad luck, lands a 
monster-fish and overcomes almost 
impossible odds to bring it in. 
Theme of the parable is man’s dig- 
nity and endurance. For details 
Hemingway has drawn on _ his 
knowledge of Cuba, where he has 
been living in recent years. 

It’s the first time that Life, with 


| 
| 
| 
j 


| 


men’s | 


gather material for “On Wings of 
the Word,” with Dr. Sharp visiting 
90 countries for a report on use of 
the Bible in various parts of the 
globe. 

Duell, Sloan’ & Pearce-Little, 
Brown will publish it. 





Good 1951 Year Book. 


Year Book” (Spencer Press), 





| 


uent editions of the book issued 
uring the recent war, but this is 
the first revision and enlargement. 
Tome wiil be printed for S&S by 
the Conde Nast press, as originally. 
There’ll be no text on back of 
prints, as was done with some edi- 
tions during the war, to save paper. 
Ire-publication date orders will 
carry on inside price of $11. 





Writers Conference 

The 14th annual Writers Confer- 
ence opened at the U., of New 
Hampshire, in Durham, N°H., Aug. 
11, for a two-week session. Both 
proven and prospective writers are 
in attendance. 

Two of this year’s. staff— 
Robert P. T. Coffin and Margaret 
L. Colt—are Pulitzer Prize winners 
and several others have won na- 
tional awards. They 


writer; Shirley Barker, 
graduate, whose 





his first matrimonial step the end 
of next month with Carol Wilkins, 
ballerina. Thev met while she was 
with a ballet ect at the Wardman 
Park Hotel, Washington. 

Anatole Chujoy and P. W. (Bill) 


Manchester, publisher and associ- . 


ate editor, respectively, of Dance 
News, back last week from two 
months in England. Chujoy was 
first American ever invited.to de- 
liver the annual address at .the 
Royal Academy of Dancing in Lon- 


on. F 

David Heald of Newport, N.H., 
has been named executive director 
of the newly-formed New Hamp- 
shire Publicity Bureau, a non-profit 


organization designed to promote 


| recreational, 
' cultural 


|of the passing scene in all its as-| Literary Guild selection; Herschel | 


| pects. Franklin J. Meine, editor-in-| Brickell, editor of the annual O. 
chief, enlisted a who’s who cast of |Henry Memorial 


Award Prize 


| 


byliners, each an authdrity in his | stories; Lloyd Haberly, poet and | 
own field, for expert reviews of his | biographer; Elizabeth Yates, novel- | 


or her particular sphere of infiu- | ist 


ence. 


and author; Ella Shannon 


It is not only a well con-| Bowles, former UNH editor and 


ceived and intelligently designed |now a freelance writer: J. Donald 
year book for ready reference, be- | Batcheller, dramatics director; Ed- 


cause of its easy alphabetization 
according to theme and/or author, 
but it has been so attractively con- 
trived as to make for easy bedside 
reading. 

The book is insured of wide dis- 
tribution via an exclusive hookup 
with Sears-Roebuck in the U.S. and 
the North American Educational 
Guild, Ltd., of Winnipeg, aaa. : 

el. 





Mpls. 300G ‘U.S.A.’ Suit 

A $300,000 libel suit growing out 
of the Jack Lait-Lee Mortimer 
“U. S. A. Confidential” book was 
filed in Minneapolis district court 
this week. Suit was incepted 
against two of the city’s largest 
department stores by Anthony B. 
Cassius, nitery owner and a direc- 
tor of the Mpls. Urban League, 
who charged that Lait & Mortimer 
identified him as the “boss of 
Little Harlem.” 

Cassius said he was suing the 
stores, Dayton’s and Donaldson’s, 
instead of the authors and Crown 
Publishers, because none of the 
latter had any agents or assets in 
Minneapolis which could be served 
in the case. The stores have halted 
sales of the book. 





Argus’ ‘Rogue’ 

M. K. Argus, whose first book 
in English, “Moscow on the Hud- 
son,” was published by Harpers 
last year, has pacted for another 
tome, to be delivered Jan. 1 and 
published in the fall of 53. Book, 
tentatively titled “A Rogue With 
Ease,” will concern the humorous 
adventures of a Russian bogus 
prince in the U.S. 

Argus is columnist of the Novoye 
Russkoye Slovo, daily N.Y. Russian 
(anti-Red) newspaper. 


65,000 Science Printing 
“Across the Space _ Frontier,” 
edited by Cornelius J. Ryan, asso- 
ciate editor of Collier’s, will be 
published by Viking Sept. 18, with 
an unusually large first printing 
for a scientific book of 65,000 
copies. 
ome is an supannies of a space 
symposium which appeared in Col- 
lier’s, with Willie —_ and Werner 
von Braun as principal contribu- 
tors. Theme calls for erection of 
space stations well above the air, 
for peaceful uses. Book will be 
extra large in size, of 174 pages, 
with 32 pages of art. 


Shulman’s 6th For Doubleday 

Max Shulman was pacted by Ken 
MeCormick for Doubleday this 
week to deliver a novel in 1953. It 
will be his sixth book for that pub- 
lisher which “discovered” him and 
brought out his first one, “Barefoot 
Boy With Cheek.” The new novel 
will concern itself with the lighter 
side of youthful matrimony. 

Shulman returns to Hollywood 
next November to put the finishing 
touches on the third screenplay 
which he will have done for Metro 
this year and on whichehe’s pres- 
ently working at his Westport, 
Conn., home. 


Art Treasury Revise 
Thomas Craven's “A Treasury of 














| 


Art Masterpieces,” first published 
by Simon & Schuster in 1939, will 
be reissted by S&S Oct. 6 in a 
revised, greatly enlarged edition, 


its huge circulation, has run a com- | comprising 336 pages, and priced 


plete novel in one issue. It will 


at $12.50. Book is regarded as the 


takeup 20 full pages and will be il- biggest selling hard-cover art book 


lustrated by drawings by Noel 
Sickles. : 

Life cornered the Hemingway 
opus with an assist from legit pro- 
ducer Leland Hayward. Latter was 
guest of Life editors at lunch re- 
cently, after a visit to the Heming- 
ways in Cuba, and his enthusiastic 
report on the novel, which he had 
just read, intrigued _the Life top- 
pers. They asked Hayward if he 





in publishing history, with sales 
to date totalling 150,000 copies. 
Original investment in plates and 
physical production in 39 ran be- 
twenn 300G and 400G. 

Revised tome will have 22 new 
color plates, bringing total to 160, 
with an additional new section of 
500 black-and-white plates. Extra 
new color plates alone will cost 
about 20G. There were subse- 


| arty, 


mund Cortez, professor of speech; 
Frangeon L. Jones, English profes- 
sor at UNH; Oliver St. John Go- 
prominent writer, and 


|Laurie Hillyer of Peterborough, 


a 


novelist and short story writer. 





CHATTER 

Harris Shevelson, Pageant mag 
editor, in Hollywood for a week to 
round up material. 

Mary MacLaren, film star of the 
silent days, completed her first 
novel, “The Twisted Heart.” 

John Steinbeck wrote an intro- 
duction to Al Capp’s book of “Li'l 
Abner” strips, to be published in 
November. 

Collection of Hank Ketcham’s 
cartoons, “Dennis the Menace,” 
will be published Sept. 8 by Henry 
Holt & Co. 

Gordon Irving, Variety Scotland 
mugg, scripted radio program about 
half-century of show biz at the 
Gaiety Theatre, Ayr. 

Edward Dmytryk wrote an arti- 
cle, “Real People Are Unreason- 
able Too,” for the November issue 
of the National Board of Review 
magazine. 

Bill Ornstein’s new book, “Ma 
and Me,” collection of his short 
stories, out this week via Story 
Book Press. He’s Metro’s trade 
press rep. 

J. Bryan III back to freelance 
writing after a hitch with the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency in \ ash- 
ington. He's an ex-Satevepost as- 
sociate editor. 

Revised, enlarged edition of 
“Lovejoy’s College Guide,” refer- 
ence guide on planning college ca- 
reers, will be reissued by Simon & 
Schuster late this summer. 

Jack Lait, editor of the N.Y. 
Daily Mirror, due back at his desk 
later this week following treatment 
of asore leg at University Hospital. 
He’s since been discharged from 
the hosp. 

George Biderman, director of 
advertising and public relations, 
has resigned at Bantam Books. He 
joined BB in 1948 as director of 
publicity and special sales, and 
upped to present post in 1951. 

Ted Kavanaugh has been shifted 
from head of the sales publicity 
department of Curtis Publishing 
Co. in N.Y. to the public relations 
department in the Philadelphia 
homeoffice. Peter A. Gulotta re- 
places in N.Y. 

William E. Peters, Jr., is new 
articles editor of Woman’s Home 
Companion, succeeding Roger Da- 
kin, who was upped to editorship 
of Collier’s. Peters was formerly 
on the editorial staff of the Ladies 
Home Journal. 

George Jessel gets a full-scale 
S. J. Perelman treatment in the 
September issue of Holiday. 
Groucho Marx and Jimmy Durante 
were earlier profiled by Perelman, 
leaving only a Fred Allen piece to 
round out the series. 

Upcoming tomes on the. Pren- 
tice-Hall schedule are “The Com- 
plete Book of 20th Century Music,” 
by David Ewen; “Bullfighter from 
Brooklyn,” an autobiography of 
Sidney Franklin, and “Collected 
Poems of Nick Kenny.” 

Shepherd Mead, Benton & 





Bowles veepee, will have his hu- 
morotis tome, “How To Succeed In 
Business Without Really Trying: 
The Dastard’s Handbook to Fame 
and Fortune,” published by Simon 
& Schuster next Monday (25). 

Bill Dowdell’s Rome Amerjcan 
News, English weekly, has taken 
in Michael Chinigo ‘ex-Hearstman 
in Italy) as co-publisher and co- 
partner with Albert Salvatori. Col. 
Peter C. Borre and Harry Cushing 
4th comprise the board along with 
these three. ~ 

Capt. Kenneth S. Giniger, on 
leave from Prentice-Hall as editor- 
in-chief, having been recalled to 





active duty with the CIA, takes 


industrial and agri- 
interests of the Granite 


State. Heald is a member of the 


ss include |New England advertising advisory 
American Peoples Encyclopedia | Charles Angoff, editor and short | Committee 
“nt _ re-| story 
| prising the events and personalities | UNH 
|of 1951, is an excellent anthology | Parting” was the December, 1950, | f 


and public relatiens 


a | council at Dartmouth College. 
“Rivers | 








TV’s Black Ink 


Continued from page 1! 


AM industry, which ran to $376,- 
000,000 in 1950. (Later AM figures 
are not yet available.) 

Talent expenses for video pro- 
gramming are shown to total $34,- 
000,000 last year, or nearly the 
amount spent for this purpose 
($37,400,000) by the radio broad- 
casting industry in 1950. Overall 
TV programming costs are shown 
at $109,000,000 in 1951 as com- 
pared to $140,800,000 by radio in 
1950. : 

Report puts final figures for TV 
revenues in 1951 at $235,700,000, 
or more than twice those of 1950, 
which totaled $106,000,000. ‘Pre- 
liminary figures issued last March 
estimated TV revenues for 1951 at 
$239,500,000). The TV revenues 
compare with estimated radio rev- 
enues of $455,000,000 last year. 

Definitel; Black Ink 

Profits {before taxes) for the 
TV broadcasting industry are 
shown at $41,600,000 in 1951 (the 
preliminary estimate was $43,600,- 
000), as compared to a loss of 
$9.200,000 in 1950 and a loss of 
$25,300,000 in 1949. The TV profit 
figure compared to estimated prof- 
its last year of $61,800,000 (10% 
below 1950) of the radio broadcast- 
ing industry. 

Report shows the average TV 
station (excluding network o &o0 
outlets) took in nearly $1,000,000 
from sale of time and $163,000 
from sale of talent, program ma- 
terial or service. Average expenses 
per TV station totaled $824,000 of 
which 43% was for programming, 
28% for general and adminstra- 
tive costs, 21% for technical ex- 
penses and about 8% for sales. 

Varying slightly from prelimi- 
nary estimates, the report shows 
that of the total number of TV sta- 
tions, 92 made money last year, 
profits averaging $330,000. (March 
estimate showed 93 stations in the 
black). Eight of the losing sta- 
tions are in the seven-station mar- 
kets of New York and Los An- 
geles. Only one of the 40 stations 
in one-station markets reported a 
loss in 1951. 

Report shows that 12 markets 
accounted for 60% of total TV sta- 
tion revenues, New York leadin 
with $23,000,000, with nearly hal 
of all TV _ stations operating in 
these markets. Average invest- 








ment in tangible broadcast prop- 
erty of the 93 TV stations is shown 
at $592,000, the initial investment 
ranging from under $300,000 in the 
smaller markets to nearly $1,000,- 
000 in the largest. 





Educ’l TV 


Continued from page 1 








educational and commercial sta- 
tions.” 

In addition to meeting “this 
challenge of illiteracy,” Walker 
told the Workshop, educational TV 
can help meet the challenge 
of overcrowding in elementary 
schools, shortage of teachers, high 
cost of college education, and scar- 
city of instutions of higher learn- 
ing. 

“By the mivacle of television,” 
said Walker, “top-flight edutators 
can give their courses in Minneapo- 
lis and New Orleans the same day 

.. on the west and east coast, or 
over the whole nation ... simul- 
taneously.” 

Calling educational TV “a bold 
experiment” which the world is 
watching, Walker said the move- 
ment is destined to have “a signifi- 
cant impact” in the commercial 
field through development of ideas 
which broadcasters may find use- 
ful. Thus, he asserted, “the cre- 
ative work that you are soon to be 
launched on will enrich the whole 
fabric of American television.” 
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7 i be Broadway 


| The David Sarnoffs sail for home 





f from London Aug. 28 on the SS 
United States. 
the Agent Paul Small planned to 
‘. stay in town a week, but had to 
; mo back to Hollywood after two 
days. 


Be Hiller Innes, assistant eastern 
Bs production chief for Paramount, 
visiting the studio this week. 


Joel Preston, associated with 
Hollywood publicist Arthur Jacobs, 
back to the Coast this week after 
two weeks of flacking in N.Y. 
Edith Head, Paramount’s fash- 
fon designer, stopped off briefly 
en route back to the Coast from 
Europe, where she studied the new 
style trends. 
Herbert Jaffey, with 20th-Fox In- 
' ternational’s publicity dept., off to 
' Europe Friday (22) on the United 
i States for a three-week vacation. 
He expects to attend the Venice 
Film Festival. 

Gloria Grahame, who just com- 
pleted “The Glass Wall” for United 
Artists release, arrives from the 
Coast Saturday (23) en route to 
Germany to start “Man on a Tight 
ie Rope” for 20th-Fox. 


Bill (Metro) Rodgers’ son, Tom, 

who is with Trans-Lux in N.Y., will 

: marry Charlotte Breyer VanBomel 
: in November. She is the daughter 
of Leroy A. VanBomel, prez of Gen- 
eral Foods, who is now married to 
Peggy (ex-Mrs. Meredith) Willson. 


be ei 


OR ee 


peserpnape once 


ersonal aide to the late Al Jolson, 
s back east and wants to get into 
some lecal phase of show biz. Both 
he and songwriter Harry Akst sued 
the estate for monies owed, and a 
settlement was made out of court. 
-Bob Weitman, veep of United 
Paramount Theatres, birthday-par- 
tied at Grossinger’s, where he’s 
vacationing. Helping him celebrate 
were Metopera singer Robert Mer- 
rill, Warners veep Ben Kalmenson, 

; and Walter Gross, general counsel 
a! of UPT 
ei | Harry E. Gould, co-owner of the 

; Belasco Theatre, legit backer and 
‘ai w.k. in show biz, transformed his 
i Greenwich estate into an Hawaiian 
resort for their 15th anniversary 
and his wife, Lucille’s birthday, 
which coincided on the same day 
last week. 

Mrs. Harry Ruby, the former 
silent screen star, Eileen Percy, 
east for physical checkups. Her 
songwriter-husband has a new 
Broadway legit musical, “Between 
Two Rivers,” on the agenda. 
They’ve sublet a Manhattan apart- 
ment until the fall. 


Charles Schlaifer, ad agency 
head and member of the Advisory 
Council to the Surgeon General of 
the U. S., leaves today for Lake 
Tarleton, N. H., where he will chair 
the final week of the Festival of 
the Seven Arts and will also speak 
on “Mental Health in America.” 

Jack Entratter, co-boss with 
Jules Podell of the Copacabana, 
still flirting with that new Sands 
Hotel (Las Vegas) offer, as much 
because of his health; the Nevada 
climate would be more conducive 
to his chronic arthritis. He’s in 
Boston's Lahey Clinic this week for 
a checkup. 

While Mort Blumenstock is east 
for the “Fatima” double-preem at 
the Astor and Bijou, Sandra (Mrs. 
B.) is redoing their new Bevhills 
manse which has undergone meta- 
morphosis ‘first from Spanish, 
next to Mediterranean, and now 
just early Beverly Hills decor,” ac- 
cording to the WB ad-pub veepee. 

Flock of names submitting en- 
tries in the art exhibit (of works 
by artists in the theatre), being 
held for a month at the Show 
Shop. Among those exhibiting so 
far are Henry Fonda, Clifford 
Odets, theatrical attorney Fanny 
Holtzman, writer David Swift, ete. 
Actress Diana Herbert is sponsor- 


, Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen , 
Otto Krenn, of radio and TV, 
enrolling in law school in the fall. 
The mother of Ralph Quinn, 
prexy of the stagehands union, 
died. 
Jimmy Balmer back from Miami 
os meeting of auditorium opera- 
Pittsburgh Symphony still $44.- 
000 short in its campai aist 
$295 000. paign to raise 
New edition of “Ice Cycles” has 
arrived here for a string of rehear- 
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Louis (Eppy), Epstein, longtime O 


resignation and will be back on 
re yaad Tech drama faculty this 
fall. 
Announcer Beckley Smith, Jr., 
to Florida for a month before re- 
suming his doctorate studies at 
Tech. 

Mrs. Jimmy Hendel, wife of UA 
manager here, competing this week 
in Public Parks tennis tourney in 
St. Louis. 

Florence Sando, Don Hirsch and 
George Heid representing local 
AFRA chapter at national conven- 
tion in W. Y. 

Noel Baker, 14, son of Dr. Eddie 
Baker, Carnegie Tech football 
coach, playing the boy in “Happy 
Time” at White Barn Theatre, 


Paris 


Art Buchwald off to London to 
catch the legit shows. 


Hildegarde Halliday and Bob 
Ellis starting their song stints at 
Spivy’s nitery. 

Jean de Letraz new comedy, 
“Hut of Love,” into Palais-Royal 
early in October. 

Max Glass preparing a new film 
version of “Rasputin,” in color, he 
made in 1938 with the late Harry 

aur. 


Sophie Feinsilber to London for 
publicity work on the new Gene 
Kelly pic, “Invitation to the Dance” 
(M-G), 

Charlie Rivels to come out of re- 
tirement and start vaudeville tour 
of Continent, beginning in Munich, 


ct. 1. 

Michele Morgan up for a new 
version of “Joan of Arc,” being 
scripted by Jean Aurecnhe and 
Pierre Bost. 

Michael Rayhill heading for a 
song stint before the GIs in Ger- 
many for 10 days and then return- 
ing to N. Y. 

Michel Emer completed score 
for Anita Loos’ play, ‘Montpar- 
nasse.” Hilda Simms being con- 
sidered for lead. 

Albert Lewin, working on script 
of “Saaida,” the film to be shot in 
Africa late this year, wants Vit- 
torio Gassman for starring role. 
Muriel Gaines opens a new 
nitery here Aug. 29. Boite will be 
called Cafe Society; it is the ex- 
Boule Blanche in Montparnasse. 
Jean-Pierre Aumont legiter here, 
“A Lovely Sunday,” will be on the 
production roster for London this 
fall with Alec Guiness as the lonely 
clerk. 

Leo Tolstoy’s “Resurrection” 
will be brought to the screen for 
the 13th time here this fall when 
director Andre Haguet _ starts 
shooting. 

Pierre Barseur here to synch his 
last pic, “Tonight We Play Mac- 
beth.” Brasseur plans to tour the 
Jean-Paul Sartre play, “The Devil 
and the Good Lord,” this fall. 

Gilbert Miller over from London 
to settle caeete over U.S. stage 
rights of Albert Husson comedy, 
“Angel’s Cooking,” which Miller 
wants for Broadway this season. 


“Viva Zapata” (20th) chosen best 
re July by the Protestant Film 
u 


Top East Berlin handball team, 
Weissensee, fled to West Berlin 
and asked for asylum. The 15 play- 
ers said they were tired of the 
Reds. , 

The Berlin Observer, newspaper 
of the Berlin Military Post and the 
American community here, cele- 
brating its seventh anni of Berlin 
service. 

“Porgy & Bess,’’ New York City 
Ballet, Eugene Ormandy, Astrid 
Vernay and Polyna Stoska, an ex- 
hibition of American arts and 
crafts, and a textile fabrics exhibit 
will be the U.S. contributions to 
cane Berlin Cultural Festival of 

Oscar” Martay, former HICOG 
film officer here, has become for- 
eign rep and manager of Berolina- 
Film, a Berlin film productign com- 
pany. He has gone to Bangkok 
where the new Berolina color pic, 
“Land of Smile,” starring Martha 
Eggerth and Jan Kiepura, will be 
produced. 


Miami Beach 
_ By Lary Solloway 
Art Ford at Saxony Hotel for 
vacash. 


Uncle Don ailing at Mt. Sinai 
Hospitai here. 











Sals at the Gardens. 
Felix Sadoski signed to stage the 
































“Carmen” this winter. 

Tony Conforti, owner of the old 
Nixon Cafe, has bought a motel 
me in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. . 
Jackie Heller opens at Club 30 
next Tuesday (26) after a fortnight 
at the Elmwood Inn, Windsor, Ont. 

Bernie Armstrong, Jr., 17-year- 
old son of the KDKA maestro, in 
the Municipal Hospital with polio. 

Barry Farnol has withdrawn his 





























































































































Pittsburgh Opera Co. production of | 


Jackie Miles held over for third 
| week at Clover Club. 

U. of Miami players staging 
Gramercy. Ghost” at Ring 
| Theatre. 

Henny Youngman holds for sec- 
ond week at Nautilus, unusual for 
this room which normally adheres 
to weekly change. 

With Martha Raye shuttering 
her Five O'Clock Club next week 
and Vagabonds darkening after 
first of month, Clover Club will 
be sole big spot to remain open. 





London 


Talbot O’Farrell, vet Irish vaude- 
villian, in hospital for major leg 
operation, 

. Jimmy Phillips, exec of Peter 
Maurice Music Co. to Spain on 
three-week vacation. 

Birth of a son to Barry Lupino, 
70-year-old head of the Lupino 
clan, provides Ida Lupino with an 
infant uncle, 

John Firman, managing director 
of B. Feldman, Ltd., leaving on the 
Queen Mary Sept. 4 for his annual 
business trip to America. 

Basil Radford back in the cast of 
“Affairs of State”. after collapsing 
during pre-London performance at 
Brighton. Play set to open at the 
Cambridge tomorrow (21). 

Douglas Byng goes into the Cafe 
de Paris Sept. 15 for two weeks 
with option of two more, replacing 
Jack Buchanan who has postponed 
his booking until the end of the 


year. 

Richard Afton’s TV show, “Top 
Hat Rendezvous,” set for Aug. 27, 
will be aded by Carl Brisson, 
prior to his Cafe de Paris opening; 
Roger Carne and the Three Bever- 
ley Sisters. 

Anthony Steel, in the process of 
partnering Errol Flynn in Warners 

roduction, “The Master of Bal- 
antrae” compelled to undergo 
surgical treatment for a displaced 
cartilage in his knee. 

Leslie Randall, currently at the 
London Palladium, goes to N. Y 
early in November to appear on 
Ed Sullivan's TV program, “Toast 
of Town.” He also may do some 
vaudeville and night spot dates 
while there. 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope to 
play Donald Peers and Ted Ray in 
a golf tournament at Maidenhead 
Sept. 21 to aid the National Playing 
Fields Assn. and Variety Club. 
They will fly over from Paris for 
the occasion. 


San Diego 
By Donald Freeman 

Van Johnsons resting at Hotel 
del Coronado. 

Spike Jones concert booked for 
Russ Auditorium Sept. 2. 

Alvino Rey drew okay crowd in 
one-nighter at Trianon Ballroom. 

“Bittersweet" opened at Balboa 
Park Bowl, season's next-to-last 
Star-Light Opera production. 

Fourth annual Shakespearean 
Festival presenting “As You Like 
It” at Old Globe Theatre in Bal- 
boa Park. 

“Country Girl,” with Robert 
Young, Nancy Kelly and Dane 
Clark, opens road tour next week 
(29) at Russ Auditorium. 

Writer Robert Smith holding 
long huddles with director Mel 
Ferrer over “Strike a Match” 
preem at La Jolla Playhouse. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Scotland’s own TV outside broad- 
cast unit due to start operations 
soon. Producer in charge will be 
James Buchan. 

Donald Maclean, radio producer, 
moving to London base to work on 
British Broadcasting Corp. dance- 
music programs, " 

Jane Morgan, U.S. cabaret art- 
ist, sharing top billing with Scot 
comic Jack Radcliffe at Empire 
Theatre, Edinburgh. 

Gaiety Theatre, Ayr, run by the 
English family of Popplewell, cele- 
brating 50 years in show biz. Vaude 
house was opened in 1902. 

Frances Slaven, young actress 
and niece of the late Sara Allgood, 
in new Scot comedy “Bachelors 
Are Bold,” now out on tour with 
Duncan Macrae in lead. 


Lisbon 
By Lewis Garyo 

Impresario Rafael Prata has 
opened two new cinemas in An- 
gola. 

Tomas Alcaide, former Metro- 
politan tenor, appointed director 
of Foreign Contacts Office of the 
Portuguese National Radio. 

Lisbon office of Paramount will 
distribute 40 features for the 1952- 
53 season. “Greatest Show on 
Earth,” “Here Comes Groom,” 
“Carrie” and “Something To Live 
For” are included in lineup. 

Cinema Sao Luiz, deluxe first- 
run, reports best summer season in 
years, with American air-condition- 
ing held largely responsible. House 
will close only for two weeks in 
September instead of usual two 
months. 

Comedian Raul Mota, warbler 
Fernando Correia, Spanish song- 
stress Maria del Carmen Quintana, 
singers Carlos Ramos and Deolinda 
Rodrigues, impersonator Humberto 
Madeira and Fernando de Carvalho 
orch top the bill of the touring 
vaude company of A.P.A., big Por- 
tugal booking agency. 

Producer Anibal Contreiras will 
distribute the pix which Producer 





Cesareo Gonzales and Suevia Films 
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of Madrid are making in Spain 
and abroad in Portugal, 
them are “Messalina,” 
Maria Felix, and “Once Upon a 
Time,” with Joan Fontaine, at 


present being completed on Span-| yy 


ish locations. 


Minneapolis 

Eddie Bach clown band into Gay 
90s cafe for indef stand. 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre open- 
ing run of “Charley’s Aunt” in St. 
Paul tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Variety bar plans wrinkle in en- 
tertainment embracing “fun house” 
idea, with air jets, mazes and prac- 
tical jokes on display after 8:30. 

Council of Living Theatre held 
meeting of clubwomen at Mini- 
kahda Club to organize subscrip- 
tion drive for seven-play deal at 
Lyceum. 

University Theatre presents 
“Harvey” Thursday through Sat- 
urday (21-23) prior to taking it on 
the road to school auditoriums in 
five-state area. 

Carol Wick, Duluth, chosen “Miss 
Minnesota” at Excelsior Park fi- 
nals, had to give up “Miss Arrow- 
head” crown to accept larger honor. 
She'll compete at Atlantic City. 

James Nederlander, operator of 
Lyceum Theatre, has negotiated 
for sponsorship of one-nighter by 
Fred Waring orch at Minneapolis 
Auditorium Sept. 16. Move puts 
him in competition with himself, 
“The Fourposter”’ will be 
playing Lyceum on that date. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Alan Bergman, WCAU-TV pro- 
ducer-director, off to Hollywood 
for three-week vacation. 
Frank Juele, Earle Theatre 
maestro, led cafe band at Chubby’s 
for engagement of Al Martino. 


Booking agent Bernie Landis | ti 


has purchased an interest in the 
kha 4 Hat Cafe, midtown musical 
ar. 

Marge Weiting (WFIL femme- 
caster) and husband, Fred Weiting 
(WIBG announcer), have gotten 
the final decree. 

Erlanger Theatre will kick off 
the new stage season Sept. 8 with 
Jules Pfeiffer’s production of 
“Good Night, Ladies.” 

er owner Frank Palumbo 
staged kids party for thousands of 
South Philadelphia Youngsters at 
Woodside Park last week. 

Dennis James, Warren Hull and 
Jane Pickens will head lineup for 
WFIL-TV’s second annual Cere- 
bral Palsy marathon, Sept. 6. 

John P. Giovanni, proprietor of 
Giovanni’s Restaurant, taken to 
Jefferson Hospital (17) suffering 
from a mysterious gunshot wound. 

Three members of Truex family- 
—Ernest, his son, Barry, and wife, 
Sylvia Field—are in cast of 
“George and Margaret” at Park 
Playhouse. 

Capitol Records and Dean Mar- 
tin & Jerry Lewis staged recep- 
tion for press and disk jockeys at 
Warwick (18) between their shows 
at the Mastbaum. 


Dallas 


ae By Bill Barker 

Civic Playhouse’s summer play- 
ers staging “Skylark” for 10 nights. 

Fenton Baker, Sr., Baker Hotel 
manager, on the Coast to scout ni- 
tery acts. 

_ Harry James _orch lured 3,000 
into Longhorn Ranch on one-niter 
at $2 cover. 

T. P. Tidwell, 20th-Fox city sales 
manager, upped to exchange beanch 
manager at Jacksonville, Fla. 

Terry Turner, RKO pubber, in 
to set TV trailers plugging “Sud- 
den Fear” and “The Lusty Men.” 

Bill (Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd set 
for kids’ day personal Oct. 10 in 
a Bowl during Texas State 

air. 

Charles R. Meeker, Jr., trained 
to Chicago to o. 0. Martin & Lewis 
who are 
Oct. 4-19 

Jeanette MacDonald planed from 
Coast to view “Call Me Madam,” 
with husband Gene Raymond, at 
State Fair Musicals. 


Cleveland 


By Sanford Markey 

Joe Finan on NBC gabber staff. 

Don Cordray back as WERE an- 
nouncer. 

Sportsmen Quartet opened at 
Sky-Way Lounge. . 

Glenn Pullen, VARIETY mugg, 
fishing in Canada. 

Play House opens its season Sept. 
10 with “The Velvet Glove.” 

Duke Ellington and 20-piece 
band scheduled for Towne Casino, 
Sept. 21. 

Mary James in femme lead of 
“Angel Street” at Chagrin Falls 








Summer Theatre. 

Vaughn Glaser is being tempted 
out of the Lambs Club for a fare- 
well performance at the 
Theatre. 


WHK 


set for Texas State Fair, |~ 


Hollywood 


Teddy Hart planed 
Anne Baxter er’ 
Pat O’Brien vacatio 


Toronto, 
Lo Quebee. 

ar. ning at Del 
‘ epward Selzer to Al 


ot aska on vaca. 
Eddie Foy, Jr. 
ital ‘dia 


: Out of the hog. 
Gloria Grahame diyo 


aS reed Nick 
an Johnson  vacationi 
Coronado. acationing in 
Rex Allen booked ¢ ; 
State Fair. ed for Indiana 


Frank Capra 
ps pie 
oAnn Greer changed 
ag» en Ged her name 
ctor Gene Barry b r 
virus infection. Y Dedded with 
Mike Newman recover} 
major surgery. a 
Danny Kaye to Wichit 
efit performance. a St ben. 
ran reemans, Sr. an . 
turned from N. Y. _ 
ervin Houser on siesta q 
weeks at Lake Tahoe. ter tue 
Regis Toomey celebrated his 22d 
anni asa screen actor. 
Robert Peer out of the Army af- 
ter two years of active duty, 
Joseph Sistrom checked into Par- 
amount after a stay in London. 
Jerry Pickman in from N. Y to 
gander new Paramount product. 
Victor Mature tossing a Holly. 
wood preem for his new TV shop. 
Corinne Calvet filed a $1,000,000 
slander suit against Zsa Zsa Gabor, 
Charlton Heston and wife, Lydia 
Clark, in from eastern strawhat- 


vacationing in the 


“— 
erman Millakowsky back at his 
Republic desk after three weeks in 
Italy. 

Pat De Cicco leaves next week 
on a safari to Africa with David 
May. 

Pete Smith and his Metro pro- 
duction staff taking a mass vaca- 


on. 
Frank Whitbeck named honorary 
prexy of the Boys Town Alumni 
Assn. 

Vanessa Brown taped a Voice of 
America broadcast for beaming to 
Italy. 

Billy Wilder checked in at Para- 


mount after three months in 
Europe, 
Margaret O’Brien leaves for 


Tokyo next week to star in “Across 
the Sea.” 

Jimmy McHugh honored at a 
testimonial dinner for his crusade 
against polio. 

Eric Johnston will be presented 
with the fourth annual City of 
Hope Award. 

Sophie Rosenstein resumed her 
dramatic coaching at UI after a 
four-week illness. 

Bob O’Donnell will speak on 
Governor’s Day (Sept. 4) at South 
Dakota State Fair. 

Rocky Lane booked for three 
days at the “Back to School” cele- 
bration in Seattie. 

Glenn E. Shaw exited the Shaw- 
Ingersoll agency to become a Wynn 
Rocamora associate. 

William Holden planed out for 
a three-week entertainment tour 
of the Korean front. 

Charles P. Skouras, Dick Dick- 
son and Frank Ricketson off on a 
Mexican hunting-trip. 

George Murphy will represent 
Hollywood at the Allied Theatre 
Owners’ convention in Des Moines. 

Edward G. Robinson nixed an of- 
fer to take Charles Laughtons 
place in the First Drama Quartet. 

Alan Young and Roy Maypole 
staging a Highland fling contest at 
the United Scottish Societies pic- 


nic. 

Harry Lenart in from Samoa 
where he’s been functioning as aS- 
sociate producer on “Return to 
Paradise.” 

Paul Gregory and’ Charles 


Laughton to Mexico City for hud- 
dies with Ty Power about “John 
Brown's Body.” 


Portland, Ore. 





By Ray Feves 
Glenn Henry Quartet in at Club 
Portland two weeks. 


The Day Dreamers and Pattl 
Wing play Clover Club for two in- 
“ for two 

Ray Anthony orch set for two 
nighter at Jantzen Beach Ballroom 
(22-23). 

Judi Boutin, local skating stat 
has joined “Ice Follies” in 530 


Francisco. 

Jer Jarrot replaced Gerry 
Davis in the Harry Shapiro role 
“Stalag 17.” 


Martha Wright will appear oppo- 
site Webb Tilton in “South Paci 
fic,” Oct. 14-18. . 

Phyllis Lauritz 1s back at peo 
desk at the Oregonian after a © 
to Hollywood to write a serie 
> Lee Simpkins wound oa 
three weeks ol tome. By 
Club (18) wit e rope “ 
of the time. Johnny O’Brien. Geor 





t 
ia Carr and Tom & Margo | 
nine play the spot for two weeks 
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OBITUARIES 


EARL C. RAYNER 


rl C. (Buck) Rayner, 63, one 
sae pioneers of radio trade jour- 


ism, died Aug. 17 in New York 
ee ailment. He launched 
Radio Digest in 1921, one of the 
first radio trade weeklies to get 
national circulation. In the early 
days of broadcasting he organized 
various banquets, get-togethers and 
other industry projects such as the 
Radio World’s Fair. He also found- 
ed and published the Post War 
Digest, Advertising Agency, and 
Advertising Daily. ; 

One of Rayner’s staffers on Radio 
Digest was John G. (Jack) Forrest, 
who was later hired by the N.Y. 
Times to do its program logs when 


radio began to catch on with the | 


public. Forrest is now business and 
financial editor of the Times. 

Survived by his wife and two 
children. 


GIUSEPPE CREATORE 

Giuseppe Creatore, 82, retired 
bandmaster, died of a heart attack 
Aug. 15 in New York. Creatore 
came to the U.S. from Italy in 1902 
with a 55-piece band. He played his 
first American concert at Hammer- 
stein’s Roof Garden, N.Y., and later 
toured the U.S., Canada and Eng- 
yanw. 
“In 1918, Creatore organized his 
own opera company, but disbanded 





that and his instrumental group in| 
In 1936, be be- | 
came conductor of a Works Prog- | 


the early 1930s. 


ress Administration group, the New 
York City Symphonie Orchestra, 
resigning in 1940. He was guest 
conductor of the Tri Boro Pop 
Concert, Randalls Island, N.Y., in 
1947. a 

Surviving are his wife, five sons 
and a daughter. 





GUS WEINBERG 
Gus Weinberg, 86, legit and sil- 
ent screen actor, playwright and 


songwriter, died Aug. 11 in Port- | 
illness. | 


after a long 
Weinberg made his New York 
debut in the” “Children of the 
Ghetto” in 1899. He also appeared 
Yn “The Isle of Spice,” “The Bur- 
gomaster,” “The Forbidden Land,” 


land, Me., 


“The Lady Slavey,” “The Ginger- | 


bread Man” and “The Song Birds.” 
He played in silents with Thomas 
Meighan and Richard Barthelmess. 

Weinberg penned several musi- 
comedy sketches, several of which 
were in “Ziegfeld Follies.” His 
songs included 
ments When One Wants 
Alone” and “Girl Wanted.” 


RALPH BYRD 
Ralph Byrd, 43, film actor for 18 
years who recently had finished 


to Be 





starring as Dick Tracy in a vidfilm | 


series, died of a heart attack Aug. 
18 in Tarzana, Cal. He also cre- 
ated the role of Dick Tracy on the 


screen and had starred in Alexan- | 


der Korda’s “Jungle Book.” 

Among Byrd’s other: pic credits 
are “Moontide,” “Stallion Road,” 
‘Canon City,” “The Son of Monte 
Cristo,” “The Penalty,” “The Gold- 
en Fleecing,” “Dark Streets of 
Cairo,” “S. O,. S. Tidal Wave” and 
“Mickey, the Kid.” 

His wife, Virginia Carroll, for- 
— actress, and a daughter sur- 
ive, 





_ WILLIAM M. SMITH 

William M. Smith, 29, staff an- 
nouncer for WLW-C, Columbus, 
died in that city Aug. 13 of injuries 
Suffered Aug. 4 in a traffic accident 
While on his way to open the sta- 
tion. He was graduated from Ohio 
U. and took his M.A. at Ohio State 
U.. where he was assistant director 
for radio education. 





U. in his junior year in 1921 to 
study music, and got his radio 
start in New York. When the late 
ill Rogers had his own program, 
Kennedy -was the featured singer. 
Survived by his wife and four 
sons, 





MLLE. DAZIE 





“There Are Mo- | 


Mrs. Dazie A. Fellowes, 67, 
|Broadway musical and vaude 
{dancer known professionally as 
Mile. Dazie, died Aug. 12 in 
Miami Beach. She was in the first 
\“*Ziegfeld Follies” in 1917 and 
| later played vaude. Her last stage 
appearance was in 1920 in the Mor- 
ris Gest production of “Aphro- 
dite.” 

Surviving is her husband, Cor- 





| 
| 


| tress, 


| Boston, Aug. 13. 


the Coast. Three daughters sur- 
vive. 





Henry Stanley Ivory, 58, blind 
musician, died Aug. 4 in a bus 
crash near Waco, Tex., in which 28 
others were killed. It wasn’t until 
Aue: 12 that the body was identi- 

ed. 





Hazel I. Wood, 56, Northwood, 
N. H., beoking agent, died in 
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Survived by a 
son and a sister. 


Mother, 72, 
died 





of Ella Logan, ac- 
Aug. 8 in Glasgow. 


| Scot-born Miss Logan flew in from 
| filming in Capri for funeral Aug. 
10. 


nelius Fellowes, former owner of | 


jthe St. 
a 


ETHEL SERLY 

Ethel Serly (Mrs. Imre Brum- 
mer), 64, former dancer, died Aug. 
15 in New York. Miss Serly ap- 
peared in vaude with her sister, 
Irene, as the Serly Sisters. She 
later founded and managed the 
| Hungarian Folk Dance and Charac- 


Nicholas Skating Rink, 





Theodora Irvine, founder and 
former head of the, Irvine Studio 
for the Theatre, died Aug. 15 in 
New York. 





Widow, 47, of Arthur B. Ruhl, 
One-time drama critic of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, died Aug. 16 in 
New York 





Mother of Yvonne. Bellamy, ‘film 
producer Jerry Wald’s executive 


} secretary, died Aug. 1 while visit- 


ter Ballet Group, which played the | 


New York World’s Fair. 


In addition to her sister, two| 


sons, two brothers and another sis- 
ter survive. 





LEWIS G. HAUSSER 
Lewis G. Hausser, owner-mana- 
ger of the Sun Theatre, Altoona, 
| Pa., died in the hospital there Aug. 


5. He was a gracuate of Bucknell | 


U. and had been a school superin- 
tendent before entering film ex- 
hibition in Milroy, Pa., some years 


ago. Later he operated a theatre | 


at Galeton, and since 1949 had run 
; the Sun. 
| His wife will continue operating 
| the theatre. 

ANTHONY G. O’ROURKE 
Anthony G. O’Rourke, 58, film 


studio labor adviser, died of a 
heart attack Aug. 14 in Los An- 
geles. 

From 1941 to 1947, O'Rourke 


was labor relations head for Walt 


Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
|}ducers as chairman of its labor 
committee. 





MILTON J. BLAIR 
Milton J. Blair, 64, 


Disney, later joining the Society of | 


| with Colleano, dressed as a gob, | 
former ad | 


agency exéc, died Aug. 12 in Mar- | 


tha’s Vineyard, Mass. He had been 
veepee of the Chicago office of J. 


Walter Thompson for 14 years, and | 
for five years secretary and a v.p. | 
| member of troupe. Windup, a bal- 
| loon dance by Colleano and his 
| partner-stooge, is also rib-tickling. 


|of Sherman K. Ellis & Co. 
| Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
‘ter and three sons. 





JAY CADY TAYLOR 
Jay Cady Taylor, 95, former 
comic opera singer, died Aug. 15 
in Ann Arbor, Mich. 
| Before his retirement 40 years 


| ers eat it up. 


| 
} 


| 


ing in Little Rock, Ark. 

Hinda Colby, 75, mother of Jul- 
ius Colby, advertising manager of 
VaRIETY, died in New York, Aug 
17. 





Son, 15 months, of Howie Horo- 
witz, assistant film director, was 
drowned Aug. 11 in Van Nuys, Cal. 





Mrs. Grace Spencer Doolittle, 
80, former singer, died Aug. 13 in 
New York. 

Mother, 85. of singer Julia Sand- 
erson, died Aug. 16 in Springfield, 
Mass 

Benjamin Horton, 80, retired 
screen actor, died Aug. 9 in Holly- 
wood. 
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aaa Continued from page 5 


Capitol. Wash. 
source material as they join in the 
fun. Gets hefty sendoff. » 

Teeing off this solid bill is a 
miniature revue featuring acro 
terping and antics of Australian 
comic Maurice Colleano. General 
format of this act is novel and fast, 








dashing in and out of routine with 
his sure-footed terping, zany but 
well executed acro stunts, and 
slapstick clowning. High Spot is 
comic’s takeoff, complete in ballet 
dress; of a terp turn by femme 


This is surefire stuff, and pewhold- 
Lowe. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 


Frances Langford, Condos & 


_ ago, Taylor had been a tenor with Brandow, Bobbie Sherman, Pride 


the Templeton, Carleton & Mc- 


& Day, Louis Basil Orch; “Where's 


| Caully Opera Co., New York, and | Charley?” (WB). 


the Andrews Opera Co., Chicago. 
PHILIP GARCIA 





died Aug. 16 in Port of. Spain, 
father of Trinidad calypso. 

Lord Executioner for more than 
50 years. 0 
songs for several indie labels. 


LEONIDAS WESTERVELT 








wright-novelist, died Aug. 16 in 


' 


| 





In for two weeks, this vaude fare, 


| coupled with ihe Ray Bolger ‘nusi- 


Philip Garcia, 69, calypso singer, | 


Trinidad. He was known as the office. 


Leonidas Westervelt, 74, play- | 


} 


Smith was music director and | Right of Sword,” adapted from the | 


announcer for WVKO before going 
to WLW-C. He had been a tym- 
panist with the Columbus Little 
Symphony and a drummer with 
Chuck Selby’s dance orch. 
Survived by wife and mother. 


DANIEL W. CHAMBERLAIN 

_ Daniel W. Chamberlain, 83, mo- 
tion picture pioneer in the Twin 
Cities area, died in Minneapolis re- 
cently. He was prexy of the 
American Amus. Co. early in the 
century, operating theatres’ in 


Austin, Mankato, Minneapolis and | 
in Fargo, 


Faribault, Minn., and 
D. He sold out to the Finkie- 
Stein & Ruben circuit in 1923 and 


reired. Group later became prop- | 
®t'y of Publix and then of Minne- | 


Pan Amus. Co., now a United 
“ramount Theatres affiliate. 
Sister survives. 


_. Ff. REED KENNEDY 
r. Reed Kennedy, 52, former 
network radio singer, died of a 





heart attack Aug. 12 at his Pitts- | 


burgh home. Only recently Ken- 
ney had sold his interest in the 
J. Kennedy Co., building sup- 
Ply firm founded by his father. 
Kennedy withdrew from Cornel! 


Arthur Marchmont novel, was 
produced on Broadway in 1904. 

| His wife survives. 

RICHARD BURTON 

| Richard Burton, 79, former 
| 





| 15. A Britisher, he came to the 
'U. S. around 1910 and appeared 
lin several revues as headliner. 

| In recent years Burton had been 
dvorman at the Harris Theatre in 


Chi. 


| PHILIP FURST 

Philip Furst, 60, owner of the 
45th St. Ticket Office, N.Y., died 
of a heart attack Aug. 16 in Holly- 
wood while on vacation. 

His wife. two daughters and a 
brother survive. 


CLARENCE L. BURKE 
| Clarence L. Burke, 46, former 
'sax player with dance orchs, died 
Aug. 12 in Hawthorne, N. Y. 
A brother survives. 











Al Kunde, 64, veteran western 
heavy, died of cancer Aug. 10 in 
Los Angeles. He became an actor 
30 vears ago after a career as a 


vaude singer. died in Chicago Aug. | 


heavyweight boxer ‘Al Krieger) on: 


He recorded his calyp- | 


| Great. Neck, N. Y. His play “By | 


cal on the screen, may result in a 
nice piece of change at the box- 
However, the balance here 
weak with the first two acts 


. . ‘is 
Garcia sang under the ys | failing to build. Perhaps a musical 


insert by the band might tighten 
up the proceedings, but there 
needs to be a general overhauling 
of the first half of the revue. 

Pride & Day are standard here, 
with their juggling stint not one 
whit different from _ previous 
stands. Act and patter seem rather 
set’‘and a certain amount of care- 
lessness has crept in. However, the 
crowd gives the duo a good mitt 
when the shapely femme juggles 
some tennis balls as she stands 
atop the male’s head while he 
twirls some Indian clubs. 

Bobbie Sherman, evidently a 
recent recruit from bistros, needs a 
great deal of material and polish- 
ing before venturing forth. He 
does a record panto act that is 
strange to audiences here. He gets 
some yocks with a Phil Harris 
routine. His wig-and-dress takeoff 
on Margaret Truman, replete with 
armpit gestures, registers with 
some of the juves in the house. He 
has an overdone bit of Mary Martin 
and Bing Crosby with hat switches, 
and closes with “Old McDonald 
Had a Farm,” getting some chuck- 
les with his fast facial gesturing to 
the sound of animals. 

Frances Langford, clad in a tight 
strapless, upbeats “I Don’t Want 
You” for a neat opener, and follows 
with “Exactly Like You.” Pretty 
blonde is really in the groove with 
“Night and Day” 
back into a gay mood with “Who 
Cares.’ Miss Langford ends strong- 
ly with “La Vie En Rose.” 

Condos & Brandow 


and then gets | 


offer a, 


| frantic 10 or 12 minutes with the 
| session never letting up: Pair has 
| a lively song and terp, “Wrap Your 
| Troubles,” to start with, and then 


| switches moods with soft-shoe of | 


“Tea for Two.” Highlight of the 
act, however, is the takeoff on 
'Louis Armstrong with Brandow 
| gravel-voicing “I Can’t Give You 
Anything But Love” as his partner 
chimes in on some solid trumpet 
work. “Ace in the Hole” is earthy 
|fare but well received. The team 
gets off with heavy applause for 
| some rapid stair taps. 

Louis Basil does the best he can 
with this show. Zabe. 














Equity-League 
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show to obtain financing for the 
production. There is rarely an ad- 
vance royalty, but the record com- 
pany becomes a backer of the show 
and money advanced is merely 
part of the overall investment, 

In the case of a Rodgers-Ham- 
merstein musical, for example, the 


show is enough of an advance value | 


so there is no question of raising 
the necessary production coin. 
Morever, the record companies are 
in advance competition for the 
original-cast album rights. There- 
fore, the producers would be tak- 
ing no risk in guaranteeing the 
cast leads a week’s salary for the 
option on their services for the re- 
cording, 

But in the case of most musicals, 
financing is a serious problem and 
the original-cast album rights are 
a valuable bargaining point in ob- 


taining record company backing. | 


In such. circumstances the manage- 


ment has no bargaining point with- | 


out the option, for in that case the 
record companies can merely deal 
directly with the essential cast 


leads without investing in the pro- | 


duction. 
| Prohibitive Loss 


jrights are an integral part of the 
production financing, so the man- 
}agement cannot risk guaranteeing 
an extra week’s salary (as demand- 
ed by Equity), for fear of a prohib- 
litive loss in case no album deal is 
consummated: Moreover, if the 


cast leads were given the guaran- | 


tee, an extra week's bond would 
| have to be posted, thereby increas- 
ing the production budget and the 
necessary financing that much. 
Equity officials, apparently large- 
ly at the urging of the union's at- 
itorney, Rebecca Brownstein, are 


| stressing Equity’s long-standing op- | 
| position to contract riders such as | 
But managers 


'the album option. 
point out that the probationary pe- 


tually an option, and that second 
season renewal clauses in actor 
contracts are similarly options. 
League representatives have of- 
fered one-eighth of a week's salary 
for the record album option 
Equity is standing pat on the full- 
week demand, but has offered to 
put the rest of the contract in 
force pending séttlement of the 
single disputed point. The League 
however, is insisting that the op- 
{tion issue is part of the overall 
| contract negetiation. Another meet- 


tomorrow (Thurs.) when a possible 
compromise will be sought. 











Shuberts 


} 1 i eatenilennell 
| quently-announced operetta using 
| Puccini compositions. 

| It’s estimated that nearly 35% 
'of all shows produced on Broad- 
way last year had some kind of 


| 








|Shubért financial backing, exclu- | 


sive of waived or reduced theatre 
guarantees. 
stances, such backing consisted of 
straight investment in the produc- 
tion, while in others 


bonds and in a few cases, loans. 


In face of steadily dwindling | 
recent | 


i. 


volume of production in 
years, it’s evident why the Shuberts 
are increasing their outlays to 


counteract the trend. For the last} 


several decades the major Shubert 
‘theatrical activity has been in 
operation of theatres ‘and large 
other real estate holdings), both in 
New York and elsewhere, rather 
than in production. At the mo- 
ment, they own and/or operate 15 
legit houses, plus a dozen or more 
other spots being used for radio, 
| television or films in New York and 
numerous properties on the road. 

As of this week, they have leased 
the Broadway, N. Y., to Cinerama 
Productions for use as a picture 
house. 


With most shows, the recording | 


riod in the standard contract is ac- | 


ing will be held today (Wed.) or | 


In at least a dozen in- | 


it took the 
form of Shubert guarantee of the | 





M&L’s Chez Mark 








———ms continued from page | Ga 
for first week. Berle is getting 
$15,000 per frame, with $4,400 for 
additional acts. 





Berle’s $8,400 in Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 19. 
Milton Berle in a one-nighter 
Friday (15) at Ak-Sar-Ben Audi- 
torium, here, scored a good $8,400. 
Show included Sid Gary, Leonard 
Sues, Lily Ann Carol, Landre & 
Verna and Fatso Marco. 
| House was scaled at $1.90 to 
| $4.80. Troupe opened at the Chez 
| Paree, Chicago, Sunday (17). 





Johnnie Cracks Own Record 
Toronto, Aug. 19. 
With a gross of $24,320, Johnnie 
Ray topped by $200 the Casino 
record he set here in February. 
Again it was a six-a-day sched- 
ule for capacity biz, with $1 for 
any seat starting at noon instead 
of 6 o'clock. - 
Previous to Ray, house record 
i had been held by Gordon MacRae 
| who clocked $22,180. 
Ray’s $7,900, Troy 
Troy, N. Y., Aug. 19. 
| Johnnie Ray, in a_e package 
show with Jerry Wald’'s orchestra 
and Betty Clooney, registered a 
sock gross ‘of approximately $7,900, 
at $2.40 top, in the RP.I. Field 
House Thursday (14). 


MARRIAGES 


Ellen T. Fay to Thomas R, Har- 
|mon, Albany, Aug. 16, Bride is 
| children’s program director-reader 
| of WROW there. 

Jackie Ruttenberg to Hal Fisher, 
| Las Vegas, Aug. 12. Groom is loca- 
; tion manager for Columbia Pic- 
tures. 

Lois Cederberg to Peter Bald- 
win, Winnetka, Ill, Aug. 16. 
Groom is stage and film actor. 

Carol Hirth to Eddie Koch, 
Pittsburgh, in April and just an- 
nounced. Bride is a singer: groom 
is a musician-arranger. 

Lily Furia to Dick Means, Pitts- 
| burgh, Aug. 10. Groom is with 
| Buddy Lee orch. 
| Beth Blossom to Robert Metz, 
| Jr., New York, Aug. 16. Bride is in 
NBC press department; groom is 
on the New York Times. 


BIRTHS © 


Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Cummings, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Aug. 11. 
Father is a radio publicist. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Rex Marshall, son 
Aug. 7, Greenwich, Conn. Father 
is TV announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Wilson, son 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. Father is 3 
; screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pen Brown, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 13, Worcester, Mass 
Father is WTAG sportscaster there 

Mr. and Mrs. William Robb, son 
recently, San Antonio. Mother wai 
|formerly women’s activity directo: 
of KEYL-TV there; father is pro 
gram director of station. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mead Mulvihill 
Jr., son, Pittsburgh, an 13. Fa 
ther is an announcer at KQV there 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Nixon 
Jr., daughter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 9 
Mother is Midge Nixon, TV model 

Mr. and Mrs. James Anderson 
son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. Mother is 
a former WMCK staffer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boyce Nemec, son, 
New York, Aug. 14. Father is 
executive secretary of the Society 
of Motion Picture & Television 
Engineers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Spiegel, dawgh- 
ter, New York, Aug. 13. Father is 
with Columbia Pictures’ exploita- 
tion department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Michel, son, 
New York, Aug. 14. Father is radio- 
TV publicity chief for 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Chulay, son, 
| Pasadena, Cal., Aug. 9. Father is 
on the KTTV production staff 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. 
Grainger, daughter, Aug. 9, De- 
troit. Father is an exec with W. S. 
Butterfield Theatres there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Waters, 
daughter, Chicago, Aug. 10. Father 
'is an NBC-TV director there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Davis, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 11, New York. Father is 
v.p. of Kenyon & Eckhardt ad 
agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wills, daugh- 
ter, St. Louis, Aug. 9. Father is 
staff announcer and artist with 
| station KMOX there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Kent, son, 
|Los Angeles, Aug. 14. Mother is 
'Eleanore Davis, actress, father is 
a nitery comic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert O'Sullivan, 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. Father is an 
opera singer. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bern Hoffman, son, 
New York, Aug. 5. Father is legit- 
TV actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Davis, son, 
New York, Aug. 7. Father is a 
singer. 
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